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AN EARLY BRONZE AGE PORTABLE STOVE FROM
THE VAN CASTLE MOUND"

Davut YiGITPASA™
Abstract
Since The Lake Van Basin contains few stratigraphic evidences and is an
isolated region, there is just a limited amount of information available about the
development of the Karaz Culture, one of the most common cultures of the Near East.

Stoves, which are generally portable or wall-mounted, have different forms,
dimensions, and ornamentations depending on their intended uses. Portable stoves
having the shape of a horseshoe and having two or three horn-like protrusions were
found in Erzurum Karaz, Pulur, Giizelova, Norsuntepe, Tepecik, and Sos mounds.
Besides important samples obtained in these regions, an unprecedented portable stove
was found in the Lake Van Basin. Samples similar to the portable stove having the
shape of a horseshoe found in the Castle Van Mound were found in such centers of
Elazig and Malatya regions as Tepecik, Sakyol, and Pulur. This stove may contribute
to understanding the religious beliefs of the Karaz Culture.
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VAN KALESi HOYUGU’NDEN BiR iLK TUNC CAGI SEYYAR OCAGI
Ozet
Yakindogu cografyasinin en yaygin kiiltiirlerinden biri olan “Karaz Kiiltiiri”,
Van Golii Havzasi’nda 6zellikle stratigrafik kanitlarin az ve izole bir bélge olmasindan
dolayi bu kiiltiiriin gelisimi hakkinda sinirl bilgilere sahibiz.

Genellikle taginabilir veya duvara bitisik olarak yapilan ocaklar kullanim
amacina gore farkli form, boyut ve silisleme gosterirler. At nali seklinde olan taginabilir
ocaklar ozellikle Erzurum Karaz, Pulur, Giizelova, Norsuntepe, Tepecik ve Sos
Hoyiik’te iki veya ii¢ tane boynuz seklinde cikintiya sahip olan ocaklar ele
gecirilmistir. S6z konusu merkezlerde ele gecen orneklerden baska daha 6nce Van
Havzasi’nda 0rnegi goriilmemis olan tasmabilir ocagin ele gegirilmesi bakimindan
onemlidir. Van Kalesi Hoyiigii’'nde ele gegirilen at nali seklindeki taginabilir ocagin
benzer orneklerine Tepecik, Sakyol, Pulur gibi Elazi§ ve Malatya bolgelerine ait
merkezlerde rastlanmigtir. Ayrica s6z konusu ocagin Karaz kiiltlirlinliniin dini
inanglarin1 anlamamaiza katki saglamasi bakimindan da 6nem arz etmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ilk Tung Cagi, Dogu Anadolu Bélgesi, Karaz, Van Kalesi
Hoyiigt, Ocak.

* The work at the Mound of Van Fortress is supported by the Scientifc Reserch Projects Unit of Istanbul
University (Project nos. 14225 and 13003), Ministry of Culture General Directorate of Cultural Assests
and Museums — DOSIMM and Aygaz. I would like to thank Assist. Prof. Erkan Konyar and all the
organizations, which contributed to the excavation.

™ 1-Assist. Prof.,, Ondokuz Mayis University, Faculty of Letters Department of Archaeology
Protohistory and Near Eastern Archaeology, Head of the Department  Kurupelit Campus  55139-
Samsun/TURKEY.

E-mail:davut.yigitpasa@omu.edu.tr



mailto:davut.yigitpasa@omu.edu.tr

SOSYAL BILIMLER
ARASTIRMALAR!

DERGIS|

e

MART2016

An Early Bronze Age Portable Stove From The Van Castle Mound (s.46-58)

1-Introduction:

The Karaz culture, which characterizes the Early Bronze Age (EBA) in the
Eastern Anatolia Region, covers Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Northwest Iran, and
the Eastern Anatolia Region of Turkey. From this perspective, the Karaz culture that
makes its presence felt in a large part of the Near East is one of the chronologically
and geographically widest cultures of the region.! If “Khirbet-Kerak™ part of the
culture in Suriye—Levant section is ignored, the natural obstacle formed by the Taurus
Mountains constitutes the southern border of the culture for Eastern Anatolia.? This
culture is characterized by handmade, engraved, relief-ornamented, and well-polished
pots and pans tradition, an architecture having rectangular, square, and round plans
and involving adobe and/or mud wattle-and-dub technique, and fixed or portable

“ornamental” stoves.

The data obtained from the settlements in the Lake Van Basin provide quite
limited information in regard to the development of this culture. Fewness of
stratigraphic data and the fact that the region is conservative and isolated in terms of
foreign relations lead to this picture. Karagiindiiz and Dilkaya mounds that have been
excavated recently have not changed that, either. A. Cilingiroglu reports the stages II
and III of culture in Dilkaya. The stratification of Karagijndiiz3, which is another
important settlement, indicates that it was settled in the stages Il and 111 of EBA, which
was the case in Dilkaya, too.

2-Castle Van Mound Stove:
The Castle Van Mound is located to immediate north of the Castle VVan and
extends parallel to the citadel in the east-west direction. The mound has a length of

approximately 750 m. In excavation works performed in 14 trenches in the area A and

! Different names were given to this culture by different researchers. They are “Yanik Culture”, “Kura-
Araxes Culture”, “The Neolithic Culture of Caucasia”, “Khirbet Kerak Culture”, “Eastern Anatolia
Early Bronze Age Culture”, “Early Transcaucasian Culture”, and “Karaz Culture”. This culture, which
is given different names depending on its location, is mostly referred to as Karaz Culture by the
researchers in Anatolia. Burney-Lang 1971: 43; Dyson 1973: 686; Kosay-Turfan 1959: 359; Arsebiik
1974; Braidwood 1960: 49; Burney 1958: 157; Kuftin 1943: 92; Yigitpasa-Can 2012: 276.

2 Is1kl1 2005; Yaylah 2007: 179.

% Sevin et al. 2000: 849.
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the area B, EBA stoneware was found besides Medieval, Late Iron Age, and Urartian

earthenware pieces. Such stoneware was all mixed.

Area A: Tugpa-Castle Van Mound provides characteristic stoneware types and
typologies of EBA. However, the excavation works performed so far have not
introduced adequate architectural traces belonging to the above-mentioned period. The
excavation works in 2012 presented some weak architectural traces from EBA. A base
made of compressed clay was found in the trenches N27 and O27 on the southern slope
of the mound. It is clear from the sections that the base was renewed once, and there
is the trace of a second base. Orange ceramics, which were among the typical ceramics
of EBA, and grey and bright Karaz (Kura-Araxes) ceramics with a dark face and a
black polish were found on the base. In 2014, drilling was performed in the eastern
adjacent part of the Urartian wall in order to obtain earlier strata in the trench M28 and
see stratification in the mound. The Karaz (Kura-Araxes) ceramics found beneath the
Urartian base demonstrated that the filling might be from EBA. Carving-ornamented
mouth and body pieces with geometric motifs as well as various bone and obsidian
pieces were found in the area. The density of the stoneware implies that the base is  4g
close in the area. The fact that the base is immediately beneath the Urartian wall is
important in terms of stratification in the mound. In the trench M29, EBA earthenware
pieces were found on the base of the grave with locus number 00837. Such pieces
included pots with short and high necks, thin-wall broad pots, handles, bottoms, and
amorphous pieces. They mostly have dark grey, reddish yellow, and brown primes as

well as good bright polishes.

There are 3 (three) 10 m x 10 m trenches in the area B that is in the middle of
the mound (approximately 270 m to the east of the area A). Their codes are N57, 057,
and P57 (Photos 1-2; Drawing 10). The works in the area B have not provided any
architectural data in regard to Urartu and EBA stratum. However, the Urartian and
EBA ceramics found in the ash pits belonging to the late stage as well as portable stove
made of terra-cotta and animal figurine made from terra-cotta imply that architectural
data about early strata may be found in the area in future works (Photos 3-4; Drawing
10). Another important EBA finding is portable stove (Photo 5a-c; Drawing 11). In the
locus number 00924 in the trench numbered N57, it was found as several pieces along
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with some medieval earthenware pieces at the bottom of the medieval ash pit. The
stove has a length of 31.5 cm, a width of 28 cm, and a height of 5.8 cm at the lowest
endpoint and a height of 13.5 cm at the highest point. The stove which has the shape
of a horseshoe is made from terra-cotta. There is a nodular protrusion in the middle of
it. The upper part of the stove is decorated with thumb ornaments made in a certain

order and a perpendicular thumb chute reaching the bottom behind the nodule.

3- Evaluation and Conclusion
The fact that a floor furnace in Erzurum/Pulur® and a horned object in Sos
Mound® have been dated to the Late Chalcolithic Period is important in that it shows

the history of Eastern Anatolia stove and floor furnace tradition.

Stoves, which are generally portable or mounted to wall, gave different forms,
dimensions, and ornamentations depending on their intended used (Drawings 1-9, 11,
Photos 5a-c).® Round stoves encased in ground are observed in Erzurum/Sos Mound 49
and Erzurum/Karaz. Portable stoves having the shape of a horseshoe are common in
Eastern Anatolia and Armenia.” Two or three portable stoves having protrusions in the
form of a horn have been found in Erzurum Karaz (Drawings 1, 4), Pulur (Drawings
1-2, 5), Giizelova (Drawing 1), Norsuntepe (Drawing 1), Tepecik (Drawing 1), and
Sos Mound (Drawings 6-7).8 Some researchers stated that these stones were “pot
bases”. However, such thoughts should be addressed suspiciously because pots with a
pointed bottom were few in that period, and such terra-cotta works do not contain any
sign implying that fire was started through fire holes.® Some experts thinking that
protrusions having the shape of a horn symbolize “male reproductive organ” say that
early Transcaucasian communities had a patriarchal structure. We, on the other hand,
think that they were used for ceremonial and religious purposes apart from daily use

because the horn sections of some samples end with schematic animal reliefs made

4 Kosay-Vary 1964.

5 Sagona-Sagona 2000.

® Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 62; Kosay 1979; Takaoglu 2000: 11 vd.

" Essayan 1980; Isikl1 2005: 405; 2009: 341; 2011: 76 vd.

8 Kosay-Turfan 1959; Kosay-Vary 1964; Kosay-Vary 1967; Kosay-Akok 1973; Darga 1985; Naumann
1985; Ozgii¢ 1986; Neve 1996; Sagona-Erkmen-Thomas 1996; Esin 1979: 88-89; Sagona-Sagona 2000:
17; Takaoglu 2000; Hauptmann 2003: 24; Mellaart 2003.

® Diamant-Rutter 1969; Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1970: 161 vd.; Diamant-Rutter 1969: 147 vd.; Burney-
Lang 1971: 57; Kosay 1979; Takaoglu 2000.
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through engraving, and the body sections of some samples are ornamented through
engraving.l® If that is considered true, where did use for cult purposes take place?
While some researchers think that there were “domestic uses”,'! some others argue
that there were non-domestic uses (temple, etc.)*. In addition, the fact that sacred
portable stoves prevailed in all strata of EBA indicates the existence of a long religious

tradition.

In regard to non-domestic religious practices, places called “temple” or “sacred
space” were found in Georgia (Amiranis Gora'® and Kvatskhelebil*), Azerbaijan
(Baba Dervis 11*°), Armenia (Mokhra-Blur 111 and Shengavit),'® and Eastern Anatolia

of Turkey (Pulur/Sakyol and Korucutepe).

Broad U-shape portable altars are common in Elazig-Malatya region. The most
striking anthropomorphic stoves (i.e. stove ornamented with human face and g
geometric decorations) were found in Pulur/Sakyol (Drawing 2) and Erzurum/Cinis
Mound (Drawing 9). Eyes, noses, and ears are quite clear in human faces on sacred
stove pieces in Cinis Mound. Neck part, which is quite long from the bottom of chin,

is ornamented with broad V-shape engraved lines one under the other.’

In Erzurum Karaz (Drawing 4) and Sos Mound (Drawing 6), a circular stove
with three protrusions at the center was found, and its edges contained engraved
double-spiral branch motifs.!8

In the rooms of Pulur/Sakyol (XI-IX) settlements, a main stove with an ash
chute, a furnace looking like that stove, and a stove having the shape of a horseshoe
were found.*® “Sacred mother goddess/god stoves were depicted as extending their

skirts in the rooms numbered 79, 80, and 83 of the 10" building floor where there were

10 Kosay-Turfan 1959: 358; Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1970: 181; Kosay 1979; Takaoglu 2000: 11 vd.;
Isikl1 2009: 341.

1 Sagona 1998: 13-25; Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 162-163.

12 Kugnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 162-163.

13 Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 65-66; Resim 21. 10-16.

14 Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 75 vd.; Resim 26. 16, 31.

15 Kusnareva-Cubinisvili 1971: 78; Resim 28; 1-3, 12-28.

16 Kusnareva 1997: 226.

17 Ceylan 2000: 30.

18 Kogay-Turfan 1959: 397; Sagona 2000: 334; Sagona-Sagona 2000: Fig 46-47.
19 Kosay 1976a: Lev. 117.
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also temple goods, which reflects a social life where religious elements prevailed”. In
these sacred stoves, goddess/god faces were triangle. Their eyes and mouths are
depicted with engraved circles, and their noses are depicted with engraved lines. Other
faces were depicted at the ends of arms of the sculptures. In this way, an attempt may
have been made to demonstrate the pantheon of gods. VVagina was indicated in a stove
sculpture. Such stoves had a width of approximately 60 cm, a length of 100 cm, and a
height of 50 cm. They had a stone protrusion on their backs. It is thought that portable
stoves having god depictions at their ends were placed on this protrusion in the back
by means of a stick. Small canals on the terrace in the back of the sculpture stove may
have been made to drain animal blood. Of the two sculptures facing west in the rooms
numbered 79 and 80, one is god altar, and the other is goddess altar.?° A clay ox head
relief was found between the arms of the stove in the room numbered 74 that
functioned as pot stand. The fact that the horseshoe stoves and the furnaces that were
used in the daily life existed in the same spaces indicates that the stoves were made for

religious purposes alone. H. Z Kosay argues that these spaces were family temples.

51
Round, rectangular, and horseshoe-shape stoves found in Van-Dilkaya were

generally in a ‘stove section’ and on top of one another.?

Broad U-shape portable altars are common in Elazig-Malatya region. The most
striking anthropomorphic stoves (i.e. stove ornamented with human face and
geometric decorations) were found in Pulur/Sakyol and Erzurum/Cinis Mound.

Stoves, which are generally portable or wall-mounted, have different forms,
dimensions, and ornamentations depending on their intended uses. Portable stoves
having the shape of a horseshoe and having two or three horn-like protrusions were
found in Erzurum Karaz, Pulur, Giizelova, Norsuntepe, Tepecik, and Sos Mounds.
Besides important samples obtained in these regions, an unprecedented portable stove
was found in the Lake Van Basin. This stove may contribute to understanding the

religious beliefs of the Karaz Culture. As the number of studies and works increases,

2 Kogay 1976a: 16; Lev. 37.
2 Cilingiroglu 1988: 262 vd.
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we understand more clearly that these objects about religion may be found not only in
some but in all of the coverage area of the culture.

Similar samples were found in such centers of Elazig and Malatya regions as

Tepecik, Sakyol and Pulur, but it is unprecedented in the Lake Van Basin.??
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Drawing 1: EBA Eastern Anatolia
portable stoves (Isikl1 2009).

Drawing 3: EBA Elazig Museum
portable stove (Isikli 2009).

Drawing 5: EBA Pulur Mound portable stove.

Drawing 2: EBA Pulur/Sakyol portable
stove.
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Drawing 4: EBA Karaz Mound portable

stove.
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Drawing 6: EBA Sos Mound portable
stove.
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Drawing 8: EBA Biiyiiktepe Mound
portable stove.
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Photo 1: Area B Trenches (ushpa archive).
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Photo 3: Medieval pit silo (Tushpa archive).
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Photo 4: EBA portable stove (Tushpa archive). 57
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Photo 5a: EBA portable stove Photo 5b: EBA portable stove
(Tushpa archive). (Tushpa archive).
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Photo 5c: EBA portable stove (Tushpa archive).

B-N57
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Drawing 10: Area B Trenches
(Tushpa archive).

(Tushpa archive).
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Drawing 1la-b: EBA portable stove



