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Jihad in the Modern Age: Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Interpretation

ABSTRACT
Sukran Vahide

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s intention in formulating jihad in terms of jihad of
the word or moral jihad (manevi jihad) and positive action was in order to com-
bat what he considered to pose the greatest threat to Islam and indeed to hu-
manity in the twentieth century, materialist philosophy and scientism, and by
renewing belief and making the religion of Islam relevant and meaningful to the
mass of believers, and particularly those who had been exposed to scientistic
currents, to lay the foundations for a genuine renewal and reconstruction of the
Islamic world and re-establishment of Islamic civilization.

The struggle between truth and falsehood in the modern age being an ideo-
logical and cultural struggle rather than one of force, “the weapons” of Bediuz-
zaman'’s jihad of the word were logical proofs of the truths of belief, reasoned
argument, and persuasion, which on the hand “executed with the sword of the
Qur’an, nature and causality” (the bases of materialist philosophy) and dispelled
the doubts they caused, and on the other, gained for a person “certain, affirma-
tive belief.” These weapons were contained in his collected works, called the
Risale-i Nur. Directly inspired by the Qur'an and reflecting its effulgence, the
Risale-i Nur thus answers the needs of Muslims in the present age, and provides
the base to develop true tagwa and Islamic morality.

Such belief is also the basis of the second component of Bediuzzaman’s ji-
had, positive action, the most important aim of which is to combat the moral
and spiritual corruption of atheistic materialism. Just as such currents conduct
ideological warfare, so too their aim is to corrupt, divide, and produce anarchy,
so ultimately to destabilize and destroy the Muslim countries. Bediuzzaman the-
refore considered the prime duty of the Risale-i Nur students, in addition to the
saving and strengthening of belief, to be the maintenance of public order and
security, and to work for the unity and solidarity of society.
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