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An Analytical Study of the Term ‘Positivism’ in the Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT
Prof. Dr. Najib ‘Ali ‘Abdullah al-Sudi

Today the whole world witnesses crises, strife and unrest that affects all
people regardless of their different languages, colors, sects, beliefs or nationali-
ties. People have two different reactions to these problems:

Some of them would start blaming others for their suffering and for
hardships they face in life, looking for other people's mistakes and pointing a
finger at every shortcoming they might notice, justifying their deeds by accusing
others of following false approaches and doing corruption. All they can do is
make destructive comments and resort to blaming. If they were to see someone
drowning, they would blame him for throwing himself in the water without lear-
ning how to swim first. How easy it is to blame, be destructive, criticize, and
philosophize; while how difficult it is to act in a constructive manner.

However, there are another kind of people who excel in their behavior. They
think deeply about their reality, understand its problems and find solutions for
them. With a clear vision and a careful plan of action, they work hard to save
themselves and their societies from destruction. Their work is calm. Their aim is
clear. They work hard because of their love to do what they do without demea-
ning others or indulging in their hostility.

History keeps their names and records of their deeds on pages of glory, be-
cause they carry light to people in order to guide their steps out of the darkness
of ignorance, intolerance, hatred, despair and injustice into the light of kno-
wledge, endurance, love, hope and justice. The above mentioned traits describe
the carriers of light (Nur) who are Nur students. By their hands they carry
torches of light. They work silently without noise. Their aim is to establish a
better world for humanity, and they are active and ambitious. Their ultimate
wish is to be among the winners in Paradise and to avoid hell fire. They work
for the happiness of mankind. Their path is simple and clear. Their deeds prove
their words, and whoever accompanies them is pleased. Their guide is the Ri-
sale-i Nur and their leader is Nursi, the reformer of his time.

He drew their path and prescribed their duties in his messages to them na-
med (Risale-i Nur). So, what is this mission? What is its fundamental concept?
And what are the requirements?
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This research looks for answers to these questions from the Risale-i Nur; ex-
ploring the reasons behind it and the desired results for all humanity. I ask God
to help me in doing so and to make this research of benefit. God is capable of
everything.
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