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Positivism and the Aims of Worship and its Role in Building a
Virtuous World According to Bediuzzaman Said Nursi’s Risale-i Nur

ABSTRACT
Dr. Yusuf Fawazi

This article focuses on positivity in the purposes of worship and their role in
rectifying the reality of the nation in the light of Risale-i Nur. The writer defines
positive action and its centrality within Risale-i Nur, first. Then, he explains how
Nursi emphasized on purification of the hearts of his students and all readers of
his books in the light of the holy Qur'an and prophetic tradition. Nursi also tried
to eliminate negativity from hearts and minds, and replace it with positivity,
following in this act the example of the prophet Muhammed who had transfor-
med hearts and lives of his noble companions.

Positive action, as defined by the writer, is the act that has a positive impact
on our worldly and religious deeds and words, in other words, it is the act that
corrects the path of individual and society and changes their look to the other,
and transforms negativity of man who ruins earth by his misconduct to a posi-
tive productive human being, who is worthy of fulfilling the mission of khalifah
or vicegerent on earth.

Then, the author elaborates on positive acts in the purposes of worship in
the light of Risale-i Nur, exploring the wisdom of prescribing these types of
worship. For example, positivity in standing in prayer is demonstrating the unity
of the Muslim community. Thus, prayer has the utmost importance in Islam to
emphasize unity. The wolf eats only the sheep that stray from the flock.

Positivity in Zakat, obligatory charity is clear as it is a positive act to serve in-
dividual and community as it leads to cohesion and solidarity because of the
harmony achieved between the rich and the poor. And positivity in fasting lies
in the relationship between human being as a servant of God and God as his
Lord. In addition to that, it is a valuable chance for solidarity between the rich
and the poor. Positivity in Hajj, pilgrimage, is to achieve the unity of the nation.
Hajj is a great Islamic meeting that strengthens bonds between Muslims, and
unites them. So, they become closer to each other in minds and efforts.
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