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Ustad Nursi’s Views on the Importance of the Positive Outlook in
Upholding His Cause

ABSTRACT
Dr. ‘Abd al-Hadi Dahani

Nursi's main interest was not to point a finger at people's failures. Rather, he
was occupied by helping them to fix their mistakes. He had realized that getting
involved in tracking the failures and poor conduct of others would destroy love
between people, and waste one's energy and shatter his inner peace; and that is
one of the grievous mistakes committed by many people who call others to
God. As a spiritual person, Nursi used to diagnose the failures of society and
prescribe the remedies calmly. He wanted to preserve Allah's order of satr which
indicates keeping people's sins covered, asking God for his certain and compre-
hensive cure. Thus, the Risale-i Nur has implemented this approach and derived
its light from the light of Qur'an and Sunnah; addressing people who work in
Da'wa, encouraging them to hold to the Straight Path and gently carrying
people to adhere to this path, so that they become guided in their ways of

Da'wa.

Circumstances of life might differ, but the path of Da'wa (The Call to God),
never changes. It carries its remedies and light of guidance to those who are
drowned in the depths of darkness of atheism, ignorance, corruption and insta-
bility. This path is one of God's stable signs in His creation. However, people of
the path might change and their change affects the way they walk through the
path. As God the Almighty says: (Verily, God does not change the condition of

a people until they change what is within themselves) Qur'an 13:11.

The Risale-i Nur states that the true Da'i (caller to God) who is sincere in his
call, does not limit his call to the boundaries of time and place because he de-
rives his approach from the universality of Islam and the comprehensiveness of
the Qur'an. This approach was enacted by Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon
him. God says: (But no, by your Lord they will not [truly] believe until they
make you [O Muhammad] judge concerning that over which they dispute
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort from what

you have judged and submit in [full willing] and submission) Qur'an 4:65.
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The question then arises: who among the callers to God is interested in ex-
plaining the positive practical methods in combating corruption? Who offers the
correct remedy with mercy and compassion, as exemplified in the Risale-i Nur?
It is very easy to curse the darkness, and make a lot of noise about it, neglecting
reality and not having patience in dealing with people. However, to light a
candle that illuminates, and then dissipates darkness, is always the best solution.
That is to be positive, and to offer the appropriate remedy and correct ideas;
explaining the methods of their implementation. This is the approach that is
followed by Nursi in keeping positive action when calling to God, in order to
safeguard Da'wa from falling into deadly errors.
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