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Abstract: After the FRllaSse Rf the SRviet UniRn� Russia starteG tR reverse the Gif-
¿Fult e[SerienFe it haG in the internatiRnal arena anG GRmestiFally in the ����s� anG 
as a neZ fRreign SRliFy target� it sRught tR e[SanG its sShere Rf inÀuenFe� esSeFially 
in Fertain regiRns� :ithin the frameZRrN Rf the multiSRlar ZRrlG GisFRurse� Russia 
has fRFuseG Rn the Eastern MeGiterranean� ZhRse strategiF imSRrtanFe has inFrea-
seG Zith the GisFRvery Rf neZ energy resRurFes in reFent years� tR gain SRZer in the 
internatiRnal arena� Russia seizeG the RSSRrtunity tR GevelRS Eilateral relatiRns Zith 
the FRuntries Rf the regiRn effeFtively in ���� Zith Russia¶s interventiRn in the Syrian 
Fivil Zar� In FRnFlusiRn� the aim Rf the stuGy is tR seeN ansZers aERut the GevelRSment 
Rf Russia¶s Eilateral relatiRns Zith the Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries anG the e[tent 
Rf the sRft EalanFing SRliFies useG Ey Russia Zith the regiRnal FRuntries that aim tR 
estaElish its RZn sShere Rf inÀuenFe in the regiRn�
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Öz: SRvyetler Birli÷i¶nin Ga÷ılmasının arGınGan Rusya� ����¶li yıllarGan itiEaren 
hem uluslararası arenaGa hem Ge yurt ioinGe yaúaGı÷ı zRrlu Geneyimi tersine oevir-
meye Eaúlamıútır� Yeni Eir Gıú SRlitiNa heGe¿ RlaraN� |zelliNle Eelirli E|lgelerGe etNi 
alanını geniúletmeye oalıúmıútır� Rusya� oRN NutuSlu G�nya G�zleminGe� uluslararası 
arenaGa g�o elGe etmeN ioin sRn yıllarGa yeni enerMi NaynaNlarının NeúfeGilmesiyle 
strateMiN |nemi artan DR÷u ANGeniz¶e RGaNlanmıútır� ���� yılınGa Suriye io savaúına 
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÷ı yumuúaN Genge SRlitiNa ERyutunu Ga ele alaFaNtır�
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 علاقات روسيا الثنائية مع دول شرق
 البحر المتوسط من حيث مفهوم التوازن

الناعم

���������� :ϝϮΒϘϟ ΦϳέΎΗ  ���������� :ϡϼΘγϻ ΦϳέΎΗ

αΎΒΘϗ: اوزيف، م� �Ρ وكازيموفا، ز� ´علاقات روسيا الثنائية مع دول شرق البحر المتوسط من 
 ���� ������:���حيث مفهوم التوازن الناعم³، دراسات الشرق الأوسط، ����

10.47932/ortetut.1217281 :  

κΨϠϤϟ

و  الدولية  الساحة  في  سوا˯  الصعبة  تجربتها   βعك في  روسيا  بدت  السوفيتي،  الاتحاد  انهيار  بعد 
 Ζسع الΨارجية،  للسياسة  جديد  وكهدف  والعشرين�  الحادي  القرن  من  الأول  العقد  منذ  الداخل  في 
 ξالأبي البحر  شرق  على  روسيا  ركزت  محددة�   ϖمناط في  وخاλة  نفوذها،  مجال  توسيع  ·لى 
للطاقة  جديدة  اكتشاف مصادر  مع  الأخيرة  السنوات  في  الاستراتيجية   Ϫهميت زادت  الذي  المتوسط، 
روسيا  تدخل  مع  الأقطاب�  متعدد  العالمي   ϯالمستو على  الدولية  الساحة  في  القوة  اكتساب  جل  من 
العلاقات  لتطوير  فعال  بشكل  الفرλة  روسيا  انتهزت   ،2011 عام  في  السورية  الأهلية  الحرب  في 
العلاقات  تطور  حول  ·جابات  عن  البحث  ·لى  الدراسة  تهدف  الΨتام،  في  المنطقة�  دول  مع  الثنائية 
الثنائية بين روسيا ودول شرق البحر الأبيξ المتوسط� كما ستتناول الدراسة البعد السياسي للتوازن 
الناعم الذي تنفذϩ روسيا مع دول المنطقة، والذي يهدف ·لى خلϖ مجال نفوذ خاص بها في المنطقة�

ΔϴΣΎΘϔϤϟ ΕΎϤϠϜϟ: روسيا الاتحادية، منطقة شرق المتوسط، العلاقات الثنائية، سياسات الطاقة، 
التعاون العسكري التقني
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Introduction 

After the FRllaSse Rf the SRviet UniRn� the Russian )eGeratiRn� ZhiFh 
e[SerienFeG a FRllaSse in eFRnRmiF anG sRFial areas� FhangeG its GRmestiF 
anG fRreign SRliFies Zith the rise Rf Ril SriFes in the early ����s anG the 
gRvernment Rf 9laGimir 3utin� anG as a result� it starteG tR fRllRZ an aFtive 
fRreign SRliFy� NATO¶s enlargement SRliFies tR inFluGe Eastern EurRSean 
FRuntries anG the SRssiEility Rf *eRrgia anG UNraine MRining the RrganizatiRn 
ZRrseneG the straineG relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG the :est�

AlthRugh Russia RFFasiRnally gets invRlveG in hRt FRnÀiFts in *eRrgia� 
UNraine� anG Syria� it fRllRZs sRft EalanFing SRliFies in its SRliFies regarGing 
the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn anG tries tR gain SRZer in the internatiRnal 
arena Ey strengthening its SRlitiFal anG eFRnRmiF FRRSeratiRn Zith Gifferent 
regiRnal FRuntries� esSeFially in the energy anG Gefense ¿elGs� The emShasis 
Rn the multiSRlar ZRrlG� ZhiFh is Rften sSRNen Ey Russia in its fRreign SRliFy� 
has fRrmeG the EaFNgrRunG Rf its intentiRn tR GevelRS its sShere Rf inÀuenFe in 
many Sarts Rf the ZRrlG� anG the Eastern MeGiterranean� ZhiFh has attraFteG 
attentiRn� esSeFially in reFent years Gue tR energy e[SlRratiRn anG seFurity 
SrRElems� has gaineG an imSRrtant SlaFe in Russian fRreign SRliFy�

:hereas harG�EalanFing means EalanFing the Rther siGe thrRugh military 
FaSaFity EuilGing Rr military allianFes� ³sRft�EalanFing´ means states maNe 
seFret� infRrmal� Rr aG hRF agreements Zith a limiteG ZeaSRn against e[isting 
Rr SRtential threats anG maNe regiRnal anG glREal agreements insteaG Rf 
fRrmal allianFes� inFluGing aFting Zith RrganizatiRns�1 SRft �EalanFing SRliFies 
alZays have the SRtential tR sZitFh tR harG �EalanFing as the SerFeiveG threat 
Rf states inFreases� :hile military�eFRnRmiF SRZer anG fRrmal allianFes Fan 
Ee aFFeSteG as harG�EalanFing tRRls� Ze Fan FRunt infRrmal allianFes� vRting� 
anG vetR SRZer in glREal RrganizatiRns amRng sRft�EalanFing tRRls�2

The Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn SrRviGes Russia Zith the RSSRrtunity tR 
inÀuenFe the EalanFe Rf SRZer anG GevelRS FRRSeratiRn Zith the FRuntries Rf 
the regiRn Ey Slaying a rRle in sRlving the seFurity SrRElems ErRught aERut Ey 
the AraE SSring� In aGGitiRn� the neZly GisFRvereG hyGrRFarERn resRurFes in 
the regiRn� ZhiFh Rffer EurRSe the RSSRrtunity tR Giversify its energy suSSly� 
have EeFRme a SrRElem� threatening Russia¶s energy GemanG seFurity�

EurRSean FRuntries shRZ interest in the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn tR 
reGuFe their energy GeSenGenFe Rn Russia� Russia� Rn the Rther hanG� seeNs tR 

� T�9� 3aul� -ames -� :irtz� anG MiFhel )Rrtmann� ³Balance of Power: Theory and Practise in the 21th 
Century”� StanfRrG University 3ress� ������� ����

� RREert -� Art� SteShen *� BrRRNsanG� :illiam c� :RhlfRrth� Keir A� LieEer anG *erarG Ale[anGer� 
³cRrresSRnGenFe: StriNing the BalanFe´� International Security, ������: ����



Bilateral Relations of Russia with Eastern Mediterranean Countries in Terms of Soft Balancing...

���

ensure the FRntinuity Rf energy suSSly seFurity tR EurRSe anG thus strengthen 
its rRle in the EalanFe Rf SRZer� In faFt� it is NnRZn that� aSart frRm UNraine¶s 
Gesire tR leave Russia¶s sShere Rf inÀuenFe� EurRSe¶s intriFate relatiRnshiS 
Zith Russia in the ¿elG Rf energy lies at the rRRt Rf the Russia�UNraine Zar� 
TherefRre� Russia¶s aFtivities in the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn� ZhiFh have 
FRme tR the fRre Zith its energy resRurFes� are gaining even mRre imSRrtanFe� 
In aGGitiRn� Russia has maintaineG its title as the ZRrlG¶s seFRnG�largest arms 
e[SRrter in reFent years anG has useG this SRZer as a tRRl Rf ³EalanFe SRliFy´ 
in the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn�

The Eastern MeGiterranean is a strategiFally imSRrtant regiRn as it 
FRnneFts imSRrtant traGe rRutes� In the tZentieth Fentury� the imSRrtanFe Rf 
the regiRn inFreaseG e[SRnentially Gue tR the energy resRurFes GisFRvereG 
in the Eastern MeGiterranean� It is EelieveG that there is a natural anG FlRse 
relatiRnshiS EetZeen GRminating the energy ¿elGs anG Eeing a glREal SRZer� 
)Rr this reasRn� the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn has EeFRme the target SRint 
Rf the great SRZers� In aGGitiRn� the regiRn has EeFRme the fRFal SRint Rf the 
ZhRle ZRrlG Gue tR the lRng�stanGing cySrus SrRElem� the TurNiye�*reeFe 
FRnÀiFt� the Israel�3alestine FRnÀiFt� the Fivil Zars in Syria anG LiEya after 
the AraE SSring� anG the tensiRns relateG tR the EEZ� The aim Rf the stuGy is tR 
GraZ a general SiFture Rf Russia¶s amEitiRns in regiRnal SRliFies� as Russia¶s 
aFtivities in the regiRn are nRt limiteG tR Slaying a rRle in the ¿elG Rf energy� 
Zhy the regiRn is imSRrtant fRr Russia� anG aFFRrGingly� its Eilateral relatiRns 
Zith the FRuntries Rf the regiRn are e[amineG� It Zas FRnFluGeG that it ZRulG 
Ee Eene¿Fial tR fRFus Rn Eilateral relatiRns in RrGer tR analyze the EalanFing 
SRliFies FarrieG Rut Ey Russia in RrGer tR e[SanG its sShere Rf inÀuenFe in 
the Eastern MeGiterranean� )Rr this SurSRse� in this stuGy� Russia¶s relatiRns 
Zith the Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries Syria� cySrus� Israel� EgySt� 
LeEanRn� anG TurNiye are GisFusseG� RelatiRns Zith LiEya� Rne Rf the mRst 
SrRminent FRuntries in the regiRn� Zere e[amineG in the FRnte[t Rf Russia�
TurNiye relatiRns� *reeFe� Rn the Rther hanG� Geserves FlRser sFrutiny Gue tR 
its FRmSle[ relatiRns Zith Russia� the EurRSean UniRn� the USA� anG TurNey� 
If *reeFe haG Eeen inFluGeG in this analysis� this ZRulG nRt have Eeen SRssiEle 
Zithin the teFhniFal limits set fRr the authRrs� TherefRre� in this SaSer� Ze 
e[FluGeG *reeFe frRm the analysis in favRr Rf future stuGies�

The aim Rf the stuGy is tR e[amine the e[tent Rf Russia¶s FRRSeratiRn Zith 
the Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries anG hRZ the ERrGers Rf its sShere Rf 
inÀuenFe in the regiRn have Eeen affeFteG Ey these relatiRns anG thus affeFt 
the FRuntry¶s fRreign SRliFy gRals� 
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Russia-Israel Relations

:ith the GisFRvery Rf energy in the Eastern MeGiterranean� Israel 
transfRrmeG frRm an energy �imSRrting FRuntry intR an energy �e[SRrting 
FRuntry anG inFreaseG its regiRnal inÀuenFe� It is seen that Israel has 
multiGimensiRnal relatiRns Zith Russia Gue tR the faFt that it has a SRSulatiRn 
Rf ��� milliRn immigrants frRm Russia� EsSeFially FRnsiGering that Rne Rf the 
mRst imSRrtant elements Rf Russia¶s energy seFurity is tR inFrease Rr at least 
maintain its share in the EurRSean energy marNet� relatiRns Zith Israel gain 
imSRrtanFe� In aGGitiRn� the GevelRSment Rf relatiRns Zith Israel� ZhiFh is 
amRng the mRst imSRrtant aFtRrs in the Eastern MeGiterranean� is imSRrtant 
in terms Rf the relatiRns that Russia is trying tR estaElish Zith the Eastern 
MeGiterranean FRuntries Zithin the frameZRrN Rf sRft EalanFing SRliFies anG 
in terms Rf e[SanGing its sShere Rf inÀuenFe in the regiRn� AlthRugh it seems 
Gif¿Fult tR transfRrm the relatiRns EetZeen Israel anG Russia intR a strategiF 
GimensiRn Gue tR reasRns suFh as the Iran� 3alestine� anG Syria issues anG 
Israel Eeing the FlRsest ally Rf the USA� ERth FRuntries Zant gRRG relatiRns tR 
Ee maintaineG Zith a Àe[iEle allianFe Rr sRft EalanFing aSSrRaFh� 

The GevelRSment Rf eFRnRmiF relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG Israel is very 
imSRrtant in terms Rf inFreasing Russia¶s inÀuenFe in the regiRn� +RZever� 
althRugh there is FRRSeratiRn EetZeen the tZR FRuntries Rn SRlitiFal issues� 
it is seen that the eFRnRmiF ¿elG remains in the EaFNgrRunG� In this Fase� 
it is seen that eFRnRmiF FRRSeratiRn Zith Israel FRnstitutes the ZeaN linN in 
Russia¶s gRal Rf strengthening its SRsitiRn in the regiRn�

In ����� the traGe vRlume EetZeen the tZR FRuntries Zas ����� EilliRn 
USD� This year� Russia¶s e[SRrts tR Israel amRunteG tR ����� EilliRn GRllars� 
Zhile imSRrts amRunteG tR ��� milliRn GRllars�3 In this Fase� it Fan Ee saiG that 
Russia is in a GisaGvantageRus SRsitiRn in terms Rf Freating a FRmSetitiRn Rr 
EalanFe Zith the USA in eFRnRmiF FRRSeratiRn Zith Israel� )Rr e[amSle� in 
����� US e[SRrts tR Israel are ���� EilliRn GRllars anG imSRrts are ���� EilliRn 
GRllars� The EU¶s imSRrts frRm Israel amRunteG tR ���� EilliRn EurRs� Zhile 
its e[SRrts tR Israel amRunteG tR ���� EilliRn EurRs�4

It is seen that the sRft EalanFing SRliFies imSlementeG Ey Russia tRZarGs 
Israel are effeFtive� As a matter Rf faFt� Israel has trieG tR Ee Àe[iEle Rn issues 
that Russia FRnsiGers imSRrtant sR as nRt tR alienate Russia� )Rr e[amSle� 
after the ���� Russia�*eRrgia FRnÀiFt� Israel Eegan tR restriFt military�

� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨ�ɢɡɪɚɢɥɶɫɤɢɟ ɬɨɪɝɨɜɵɟ ɨɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ´ �Russia�Israel TraGe RelatiRns�� Russian-Trade� aF-
FesseG -une ��� ����� httSs:��russian�traGe�FRm�FRuntries�israel��

� ³cRuntries anG regiRns: Israel´� European &ommission, aFFesseG SeStemEer ��� ����� httSs:��
eF�eurRSa�eu�traGe�SRliFy�FRuntries�anG�regiRns�FRuntries�israel��
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teFhniFal FRRSeratiRn Zith *eRrgia in e[Fhange fRr stRSSing the suSSly Rf 
Russian missiles tR Iran�5 In ����� Israel stRSSeG arms sales tR UNraine anG 
suEseTuently refuseG tR SartiFiSate in :estern sanFtiRns against Russia� 
GemRnstrating the imSRrtanFe Rf maintaining gRRG relatiRns Zith Russia�6 In 
faFt� Israel Zas Rne Rf the feZ SrR�:estern FRuntries that suSSRrteG Russia 
in this SrRFess� +RZever� in the Frisis that emergeG Zith Russia¶s attaFN 
Rn UNraine in )eEruary ����� it Zas seen that Israel FRulG nRt maintain its 
neutrality anG stRRG against Russia� Russia resSRnGeG in the same Zay� anG the 
tensiRn EetZeen the tZR siGes inFreaseG� In this envirRnment� Russian )Rreign 
Minister LavrRv maGe a statement that +itler Zas -eZish� anG this statement 
Zas later trieG tR Ee FRrreFteG Ey 3resiGent 3utin Zith an aSRlRgy message� In 
the fRllRZing SeriRG� statements Zere maGe that the -eZish AgenFy in Russia 
ZRulG Ee FlRseG�7 This situatiRn shRZs that Zhen the tensiRn EetZeen the 
SRles inFreases� the Sarties FannRt ignRre the tenGenFies anG GemanGs Rf their 
main allies� anG their aEility tR aFt Àe[iEly GeFreases Rr GisaSSears altRgether� 
TherefRre� the effeFt Rf sRft �EalanFing SRliFies is ZhRlly Rr Sartially lRst in a 
Zar Rr severe Frisis envirRnment� 

)Rr Russia� the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn has EeFRme a rival regiRn in 
realizing energy suSSly tR EurRSe thrRugh energy GisFRvery� )Rr this reasRn� 
it is imSRrtant fRr Russia tR Slay an aFtive rRle in the energy SRliFies in the 
regiRn anG tR turn the EalanFe in its favRr in terms Rf ensuring the seFurity Rf 
EurRSe¶s energy suSSly� Due tR the size Rf the GisFRvereG gas ¿elGs anG the 
suSSRrt Rf the :est� the GevelRSment Rf FRRSeratiRn Zith Israel in the ¿elG Rf 
energy has gaineG SartiFular imSRrtanFe�

)RllRZing the GisFRvery Rf Energy Rn its high seas� Israel SlanneG tR 
GevelRS its RZn energy seFtRr Ey launFhing SrRMeFts suFh as infrastruFture anG 
SiSelines in this ¿elG� *azSrRm MarNeting & TraGing SZitzerlanG A* anG 
Levant LN* MarNeting cRrSRratiRn� RSerating as a SZeGish suEsiGiary Rf 
*azSrRm� signeG an agreement in )eEruary ���� tR SurFhase ��� EilliRn FuEiF 
meters Rf LN* Ser year fRr �� years in Israel¶s Tamar gas ¿elG� starting in 
����� *azSrRm¶s aFTuisitiRn Rf the right tR sell Israeli gas tR the Asian marNet 
is FRnsiGereG a neZ stage in the energy seFtRr EetZeen Russia anG Israel� �

� AleF D� ESstein anG Stanislav KRzheurRv� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ ɢ ɂɡɪɚɢɥɶ: ɬɪɭɞɧɵɣ ɩɭɬɶ ɧɚɜɫɬɪɟɱɭ´�
� SteShen BlanN� ³Russia anG Israel: )rienGs Zith Eene¿ts”, The Hill ������ , aFFesseG MarFh ��� ����� 

httSs:��thehill�FRm�RSiniRn�internatiRnal��������russia�anG�israel�frienGs�Zith�Eene¿ts�
� ³3utin� LavrRv¶un YahuGilerle ilgili ifaGeleri ioin İsrail BaúEaNanı¶nGan |z�r GileGi´� �3utin aSRlRgizeG 

tR the Israeli 3rime Minister fRr LavrRv¶s statements aERut the -eZs �� NT9, aFFesseG August ������� 
httSs:��ZZZ�ntv�FRm�tr�Gunya�Sutin�lavrRvun�yahuGilerle�ilgili�ifaGeleri�iFin�israil�EasEaNaninGan�
Rzur�GileGi�UMy:R�+niEcET�cT)Z��N4�

� ³Levant LN* signs BreaNthrRugh )lRating LN* Agreement Zith *azSrRm MarNeting´�cisiRn 3R 
NeZsZire� aFFesseG �� SeStemEer ����� httSs:��ZZZ�SrneZsZire�FRm�neZs�releases�levant�lng�
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It is seen that the GisFRurse Rf multiSRlarity in Russian fRreign SRliFy is EaseG 
Rn anti�:esternism� As relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG the :est GeteriRrate� this 
RSSRsitiRn has grRZn strRnger� This SrRFess FRntinues� esSeFially Gue tR the 
ZRrsening Rf relatiRns after the ���� UNraine Frisis� the sanFtiRns imSRseG Ey 
the USA Rn the NRrG Stream�� SrRMeFt� anG the EurRSean UniRn¶s reaFtiRns 
tR human rights SrRElems in Russia� anG this RSSRsitiRn has EeFRme even 
mRre Flear Zith the ���� UNraine Frisis� The main faFtRr that ZRrries the 
USA anG the EU is unGRuEteGly the aFtive fRreign SRliFy SursueG Ey Russia 
in reFent years� )Rr this reasRn� Russia� ZhiFh is graGually mRving aZay frRm 
the :est� has Gif¿Fulties GevelRSing FRRSeratiRn Zith SrR�:estern FRuntries 
in the strategiF ¿elG Rf energy� as in the Fase Rf Israel� AlthRugh FRRSeratiRn 
Zith Israel in sRme areas FRntinues in the energy ¿elG� it is far frRm Russia¶s 
target�

On the Rther hanG� althRugh Israel gives SriRrity tR :estern FRmSanies 
in the ¿elG Rf energy� it has given Russia the right tR transSRrt Israeli natural 
gas tR Asian marNets� This Fan Ee interSreteG as Israel¶s unZillingness tR 
e[FluGe Russia� ZhiFh is inFreasingly gaining inÀuenFe in Syria anG regiRnal 
seFurity issues GesSite Russia¶s FlRse relatiRns Zith Iran anG Russia¶s Gifferent 
aSSrRaFh tR the 3alestinian issue� By using Israel¶s regiRnal seFurity FRnFerns 
anG eFRnRmiF gRals� Russia is trying tR maNe rRRm fRr itself in the regiRn anG 
tR limit the US¶s regiRnal aFtivities Zith the lRgiF Rf sRft EalanFing� On the 
Rther hanG� the histRriFal� eFRnRmiF� anG Fultural GeSth Rf Israel¶s relatiRns 
Zith the USA anG Rther :estern FRuntries Srevents the GeeSening Rf Russia�
Israel relatiRns� TherefRre� the FRurse Rf Russia�Israel relatiRns Flearly reveals 
the effeFts anG limits Rf sRft�EalanFing SRliFies�

Russia-Greek Cypriot Administration Relations 

The Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries� esSeFially sinFe ����� have aFFeSteG 
Russia� ZhiFh has inFreaseG its aFtivities in Syria� as an imSRrtant aFtRr anG 
have seen it as a FRunterEalanFe tR the :estern SRZers� +RZever� it is seen 
that the FRRSeratiRn Rf eaFh state Zith Russia GevelRSs aFFRrGing tR the Gegree 
Rf FRmmitment tR the :est� )Rr e[amSle� the *reeN cySriRt AGministratiRn� 
ZhiFh has GeeSer eFRnRmiF relatiRns Zith Russia FRmSareG tR Israel� is Rne Rf 
the mRst imSRrtant elements Rf the Russia�:est rivalry�

The *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn is a memEer Rf the EU anG maintains 
gRRG relatiRns Zith the USA� On the Rther hanG� it has imSRrtant SRlitiFal 

signs�EreaNthrRugh�ÀRating�lng�agreement�Zith�gazSrRm�marNeting�anG�traGing�sZitzerlanG�ag�a�
lanGmarN�Geal�that�Zill�SrRSel�natural�gas�GistriEutiRn�ZRrlGZiGe�����������html
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anG� esSeFially� eFRnRmiF relatiRns Zith Russia� TensiRns FRntinue in relatiRns 
Zith Russia anG the :est� anG this Sushes the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn tR 
Sursue a EalanFeG SRliFy EetZeen the EU� UK� USA� anG Russia� UnGRuEteGly� 
in the SeriRG Zhen the ZRrlG EeFame multiSRlar� EalanFe SRliFies Fame tR the 
fRre in fRreign SRliFy� This situatiRn alsR affeFteG relatiRns EetZeen the *reeN 
cySriRt aGministratiRn anG Russia� By means Rf sRft EalanFing SRliFies� the 
*reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn anG Russia Farry Rut EalanFing SRliFies against 
the :estern SRZers�

The imSRrtanFe Rf the regiRn has inFreaseG sinFe the GisFRvery Rf 
hyGrRFarERn resRurFes in the Eastern MeGiterranean� anG the SRssiEility Rf 
an alternative natural gas suSSly tR the EU has GraZn attentiRn tR the Eastern 
MeGiterranean regiRn anG thus tR the cySrus regiRn� In faFt� sRme researFhers 
Eelieve that the EU memEershiS Rf the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn is relateG 
tR the SresenFe Rf energy resRurFes in the Eastern MeGiterranean in reFent 
years� The EU¶s GeSenGenFe Rn Russia in the ¿elG Rf energy means that 
Russia gets strRnger in its fRreign SRliFy� At the same time� it is unGesiraEle 
fRr the USA tR inFrease the effeFtiveness Rf Russia� Zith ZhiFh it FRmSetes 
in the Eastern MeGiterranean anG the MiGGle East� As a result� the *reeN 
cySriRt aGministratiRn is the reSresentative Rf the :est Eut aims tR maintain 
gRRG relatiRns Zith Russia anG Sursue a EalanFeG SRliFy EetZeen the SRles� 
Bene¿ting frRm this situatiRn� Russia seeNs tR e[SanG its ¿elG Rf aFtivity 
in the regiRn� thanNs tR the GevelRSment Rf FRRSeratiRn Zith the SRuthern 
MeGiterranean� Rne Rf the imSRrtant aFtRrs in the Eastern MeGiterranean� 

The signing Rf the ³MRsFRZ�NiFRsia Military cRnfRrmity Agreement´ Rn 
)eEruary ��� ����� Fan Ee given as an e[amSle Rf these EalanFe SRliFies� 
AFFRrGing tR the agreement� the ³AnGreas 3aSanGreRu Air Base´ Rf the 
*reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn anG the ³EvangelRs )lRraNis Naval Base´ 
near LimassRl Zere allRZeG tR Ee useG Ey Russia�9 The *reeN cySriRt 
AGministratiRn SrRviGeG the same military faFilities tR Russia as it SrRviGeG 
)ranFe anG *ermany�10 As agreeG in the )eEruary ���� meeting EetZeen 3utin 
anG *reeN cySriRt leaGer AnastasiaGes� Russian ZarshiSs Zill Ee aEle tR use 
the *reeN cySriRt SRrts ZithRut any sSeFial FRnGitiRns� 

The eFRnRmiF Frisis e[SerienFeG in *reeFe in ���� alsR affeFteG the *reeN 
cySriRt AGministratiRn EaGly� TR RverFRme the Frisis� Russia SrRviGeG a lRan 
Rf ��� EilliRn EurRs tR the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn in DeFemEer Rf the 

� AEGullah AyGın� ³Rusya¶nın EnerMi ve *�ney KıErıs 3RlitiNası´� �Russia¶s Energy anG SRuthern cyS-
rus 3RliFy�� StrateMik Analiz Dergisi, ������� ������:��

10 Emete *|z�g�zelli� ³Rusya�*KRY İliúNileri ve T�rNiyesiz Bir KıErıs´� �Russian�*reeN cySriRt Rela-
tiRns anG a cySrus :ithRut TurNey�� Star- Kıbrıs� ������ aFFesseG ASril ��� ����� httS:��ZZZ�starNiE-
ris�net�inGe[�asS"haEerID ������ 
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same year� The lRan term given Ey Russia Zas ��� years� anG the interest rate 
Zas ����� It shRulG Ee nRteG that the interest rates Rf Rther FRuntries� tR ZhiFh 
the *reeN cySriRts aSSlieG fRr lRan assistanFe� Zere ��� 11� 

��� Rf the fRreign investments in the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn 
EelRng tR Russia�12 AFFRrGing tR the Russian Ministry Rf EFRnRmy� the tRtal 
investment vRlume Rf *reeN cySriRts in Russia in ���� Zas �� EilliRn GRllars� 
In the same year� the tRtal investment vRlume Rf Russia in the *reeN cySriRt 
Zas ��� EilliRn GRllars� )Rr FRmSarisRn� the Furrent vRlume Rf Russian 
investment in the *erman eFRnRmy is ���� EilliRn� Zhile the tRtal amRunt 
Rf *erman investment in Russia is ��� EilliRn�13 AFFRrGing tR the central 
BanN Rf Russia� the investments Rf the *reeN cySriRts in Russia reaFheG ��� 
EilliRn GRllars in ����� In the same SeriRG� the amRunt Rf investments Russia 
aFFumulateG in the *reeN cySriRt AGministratiRn Zas ����� EilliRn GRllars� 
The *reeN cySriRt investments are in manufaFturing� ¿nanFial anG insuranFe 
serviFes� traGe� SrRfessiRnal anG sFienti¿F aFtivities� mining� anG real estate� 
Russia¶s investment areas in cySrus are the tRurism� hRtel management� 
manufaFturing� agriFulture� real estate� anG FRnstruFtiRn seFtRrs� 14

cRRSeratiRn EetZeen the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn anG the USA anG 
Israel in the ¿elG Rf energy is imSRrtant� In ����� *reeN cySriRts signeG a 
FRntraFt Zith NREel Energy ������ Israel¶s DeleN Drilling ����� anG DeleN 
*rRuS¶s Avner E[SlRratiRn ����� regarGing SrRGuFtiRn anG sharing ZRrNs in 
the ��th ElRFN in the RSen sea Rff cySrus� The same grRuS Rf energy FRmSanies 
reaFheG an agreement in -une ���� fRr the FRnstruFtiRn Rf LN* terminals at 
the AShrRGite ¿elG�15 The EastMeG SrRMeFt� ZhiFh they GevelRSeG MRintly Zith 
Israel� *reeFe� anG Italy� is an inGiFatRr Rf the imSRrtanFe Rf the *reeN cySriRt 
SartnershiS in the ¿elG Rf energy fRr the EurRSean UniRn�

Russia� ZhiFh aims tR ma[imize its aFtivities in the Eastern MeGiterranean� 
esSeFially in the ¿elG Rf energy� GRes nRt RSerate in the energy ¿elGs 
GetermineG Ey the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn EeFause Rf the cySrus issue 
anG the SrRElems e[SerienFeG EetZeen the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn 
anG TurNiye regarGing the EEZ areas in reFent years� DevelRSing relatiRns 
EetZeen Russia anG TurNiye� SartnershiSs in the ¿elG Rf energy� suFh as the 

11 ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨ�ɤɢɩɪɫɤɢɟ ɨɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ� Ⱦɨɫɶɟ´� �Russian�cySriRt relatiRns� DRssier �� Tass� aFFesseG -une 
��� ����� httSs:��tass�ru�infR�������� 

12 )atih gzEay� ³*�ney KıErıs Rusya ioin neGen |nemli"´�
13 ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨ�ɤɢɩɪɫɤɢɟ ɨɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ� Ⱦɨɫɶɟ´
14 ³Ɇɟɠɝɨɫɭɞɚɪɫɬɜɟɧɧɵɟ ɨɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ ɢ Ʉɢɩɪɚ´� �Interstate relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG cyS-

rus�� Ria Novosti� aFFesseG MarFh� �� ������ httSs:��ria�ru���������������������html 
15 İgRr Matveev� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ ɢ Ȼɥɢɠɧɢɣ ȼɨɫɬɨɤ: ɗɧɟɪɝɟɬɢɱɟɫɤɨɟ ɋɨɬɪɭɞɧɢɱɟɫɬɜɨ´� �Russia anG the 

MiGGle East: Energy cRRSeratiRn�� Ƚɚɡɟɬɚ ɗɧɟɪɝɟɬɢɤɚ ɢ ɩɪɨɦɵɲɥɟɧɧɨɫɬɶ Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ� �� ������ aFFes-
seG MarFh ��� ����� httSs:��ZZZ�eSrussia�ru�eSr�����������htm� 
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TurNStream SrRMeFt� FRmSliFate FRRSeratiRn in the ¿elG Rf energy� ZhiFh has 
strategiF imSRrtanFe in *reeN cySriRt �Russian relatiRns� In aGGitiRn� Russia 
GRes nRt Zant tR Ee a Sarty in the GisSuteG regiRns as it SriRritizes Sursuing 
EalanFeG SRliFies in the Eastern MeGiterranean� SinFe the energy aFtivities 
in the *reeN cySriRt AGministratiRn Zill GisruSt relatiRns Zith TurNiye� this 
Zill harm the EalanFe SRliFies� Russia Srefers tR Ee a meGiatRr rather than 
a Sarty tR the SrRElems in the regiRn� In aGGitiRn� EU anG US Sressure is 
FritiFal fRr the *reeN cySriRts� The *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn is a memEer 
Rf the EU anG haG tR SartiFiSate in the eFRnRmiF sanFtiRns Rf the EU anG 
the USA against Russia� esSeFially after the UNraine Frisis� In aGGitiRn� the 
USA is Sutting Sressure Rn reGuFing FRRSeratiRn Zith Russia tR FRmSletely 
eliminate the arms emEargR against the *reeN cySriRts� UnGRuEteGly� this 
situatiRn has affeFteG the SRlitiFal anG eFRnRmiF relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG 
the *reeN cySriRts� It Fan Ee saiG that anRther reasRn Zhy Russia is nRt in the 
*reeN cySriRt energy ¿elGs is EeFause Rf SrRMeFts liNe EastMeG� The EastMeG 
SrRMeFt� alreaGy shelveG� inFluGeG an alternative suSSly rRute tR reGuFe the 
EU¶s GeSenGenFe Rn Russia� AlthRugh it is nRt in a SRsitiRn tR FRmSete Zith 
Russia¶s NRrG Stream SrRMeFt� the SrRMeFt has the SRtential tR affeFt EU�Russia 
energy relatiRns� At the same time� Russia¶s anti�Zestern SRliFies Zithin 
the frameZRrN Rf multiSRlar GisFRurse maNe it Gif¿Fult tR FRRSerate Zith 
SrR�Zestern FRuntries in the strategiF ¿elG� It Fan Ee saiG that this situatiRn 
negatively affeFteG Russia¶s gRal Rf strengthening its sShere Rf inÀuenFe in 
the Eastern MeGiterranean� As Fan Ee seen� the :estern reSresentative� the 
*reeN cySriRt AGministratiRn� gives SriRrity tR EU anG US FRmSanies in the 
¿elG Rf energy� althRugh it has gRRG relatiRns Zith Russia� AlthRugh the *reeN 
cySriRt gRvernment tries tR imSlement EalanFeG SRliFies in fRreign SRliFy� 
EU memEershiS Fauses the Zeight Rf these EalanFeG SRliFies tR Ee Rn the EU 
siGe� This situatiRn FRntains imSRrtant Flues aERut the level Rf effeFtiveness 
Rf the EU anG the USA in the Eastern MeGiterranean� anG reveals the limits Rf 
Russia¶s SRZer� ZhiFh is trying tR inFrease its regiRnal inÀuenFe Zith its sRft 
EalanFing SRliFy in the SRst�cRlG :ar SeriRG� It is unGerstRRG RnFe again that 
FRuntries are trying tR imSlement the sRft �EalanFing SRliFy Zith relatively 
lRZ FRsts tR FRmSensate fRr their inaGeTuaFies in harG EalanFing� +RZever� 
in times Rf Frisis� sRft EalanFing SRliFies FannRt FRmSete Zith harG EalanFing 
SRliFies� anG the aGage ³harGness EreaNs the game´ is FRn¿rmeG�  

Russia–Syria Relations 

:ith its rRle in the Syrian Fivil Zar� Russia strengtheneG its SRsitiRn in the 
Eastern MeGiterranean anG starteG tR GevelRS FRRSeratiRn Zith the FRuntries Rf 
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the regiRn in variRus ¿elGs Rf SRlitiFs anG eFRnRmy� AlthRugh Russia fRFuses 
Rn imSrRving its relatiRns Zith the FRuntries Rf the Eastern MeGiterranean 
regiRn in variRus ¿elGs Rf eFRnRmy� esSeFially energy anG Gefense� it is Flear 
that it has gaineG its SRsitiRn in the regiRn Ey Eeing a Sarty in hRt FRnÀiFts� 
suFh as the rRle it has unGertaNen in the SrRteFtiRn Rf the AssaG aGministratiRn 
anG in the Fivil Zar� The SRliFy it has fRllRZeG in Syria sinFe ���� shRZs that 
Russia GRes nRt FRnsiGer sRft EalanFing instruments suf¿Fient� Rn the FRntrary� 
it tries tR suSSRrt it Zith harG SRZer instruments� TherefRre� FRuntries try tR 
suSSRrt it Zith harG SRZer tRRls Zhen they Geem it neFessary tR inFrease the 
effeFt Rf lRZ�FRst sRft EalanFing SRliFies�

After the anne[atiRn Rf crimea tR Russia in ����� Russia¶s suSSRrt fRr the 
AssaG regime in the Zar in Syria FRnstituteG a seFRnG strategiF EenFhmarN 
EetZeen Russia anG the :est� On the Rne hanG� there is Russia� ZhiFh has 
Eeen FautiRus aERut the uSrisings in the MiGGle East sinFe the Eeginning Rf 
the AraE SSring� anG Rn the Rther hanG� there are :estern SRZers that suSSRrt 
GemRFratiF mRvements� alEeit at the level Rf GisFRurse� anG therefRre stanG 
against AssaG� The main feature Rf Russia¶s Eastern MeGiterranean SRliFies 
is the searFh fRr a EalanFe against the :est� One Rf the main reasRns fRr this 
is that Russia anG :estern SRZers are Rn Gifferent siGes in the Zar in Syria�

+aving air fRrFe Eases in EgySt� AlEania� anG Syria� the USSR manageG 
tR maintain its SresenFe in the MeGiterranean until ����� after the SeFRnG 
:RrlG :ar� Eut the SRlitiFal anG eFRnRmiF SrRElems Rf the suFFessRr Russian 
)eGeratiRn ZeaNeneG the Russian SresenFe in the regiRn� The USA� Rn the 
Rther hanG� has maintaineG its FharaFter as the Rnly SRZerful aFtRr in the 
regiRn fRr aERut �� years� :hen Russia gaineG staEility� it starteG tR e[SanG 
its relatiRns Zith the MiGGle East anG Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries in the 
SRlitiFal� eFRnRmiF� anG military ¿elGs� Flaiming tR Ee Rne Rf the great SRZers 
Rf the multiSRlar ZRrlG�16 MRsFRZ� ZhiFh suSSRrts AssaG anG the Baath 
regime in the Syrian Fivil Zar� has signi¿Fantly inFreaseG its inÀuenFe in the 
regiRn Zith its rRle in the Fivil Zar�

The Syrian gRvernment¶s reTuest fRr Rf¿Fial assistanFe in the ³¿ght against 
terrRrism´ Zas FRnsiGereG Ey Russia as an RSSRrtunity tR e[SanG its sShere 
Rf inÀuenFe as a regiRnal seFurity SrRviGer� The SrRteFtiRn Rf the AssaG 
aGministratiRn anG the Baath regime� ZhiFh is its FlRsest ally in the regiRn� 
Zill enaEle Russia tR Ee an effeFtive anG GeFisive aFtRr in Syria anG the regiRn� 
As a matter Rf faFt� sinFe ����� Russia has GeSlRyeG mRre than ten ZarshiSs it 
ErRught frRm the BaltiF Sea tR Syria anG strengtheneG the military naval Ease 

16 Olga A� TimaNRva� ³ɇɨɜɚɹ Ɋɚɫɫɬɚɧɨɜɤɚ ɋɢɥ ȼ ɋɪɟɞɢɡɟɦɧɨɦɨɪɶɟ´� �The NeZ BalanFe Of )RrFes In 
The MeGıterranean�� ȼɟɫɬɧɢɤ Ⱦɢɩɥɨɦɚɬɢɱɟɫɤɨɣ Ⱥɤɚɞɟɦɢɢ Ɇɢɞ Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ� ����:��
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in the SRrt Rf Tartus anG the airEase in LataNia�17 
In aGGitiRn� Russia� ZhiFh has Eeen FRllaERrating Zith LiEya fRr many 

years� lRst � EilliRn GRllars frRm the arms FRntraFt Zith the fall Rf the *aGGa¿ 
aGministratiRn� anG is ZRrrieG that the same situatiRn ZRulG RFFur in Syria if 
Bashar al�AssaG is RverthrRZn��� AFFRrGing tR SI3RI� ��� Rf the ZeaSRns 
SurFhaseG Ey the Syrian gRvernment EetZeen ���� anG ���� Zere suSSlieG 
Ey Russia�19 AFFRrGing tR Ruslan 3uNhRv� GireFtRr Rf the Russian center fRr 
Strategies anG TeFhnRlRgies Analysis� Russia¶s RSeratiRns in Syria have haG 
a SRsitive imSaFt Rn arms sales� 3uNhRv FRmmenteG� ³because people don’t 
buy weapons from losers´. Russia¶s military RSeratiRns in Syria have earneG 
Russia ��� EilliRn GRllars in FRntraFts�20 

AFFRrGing tR sRme e[Serts� anRther reasRn EehinG Russia¶s interventiRn 
in the Syrian Fivil Zar is the FRnFern that if the gRvernment FRllaSses� neZ 
eTuatiRns Zill Ee estaElisheG in the regiRn EeFause Rf the grRuSs sSRnsRreG 
Ey 4atar anG SauGi AraEia� On the Rther hanG� the energy SiSeline frRm 4atar 
tR TurNiye via Syria SRses a threat tR Russia� This SiSeline ZRulG reGuFe the 
FRst Rf energy suSSly� SrRviGe aFFess tR the EurRSean marNet fRr regiRnal 
SrRGuFers suFh as 4atar� anG Fause a GeFrease in the GemanG fRr Russian gas 
in EurRSe� Russia¶s mRst imSRrtant energy marNet�21

:ith its rRle in the Syrian Fivil Zar� Russia has manageG tR gain a reSutatiRn 
as a reliaEle Sartner anG a NinG Rf legitimaFy guarantRr� anG in this resSeFt� 
it has imSrRveG its relatiRns Zith the Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries� Thus� 
Khalifa +aftar� ZhR trieG tR taNe FRntrRl Rf the Zestern Sart Rf the FRuntry 
in LiEya anG neeGeG military suSSRrt in the Zar Zith the *Rvernment Rf 
NatiRnal AFFRrG� starteG tR estaElish FRntaFts Zith Russia� In aGGitiRn� 
Russia¶s FRntaFts Zith SauGi AraEia� the UniteG AraE Emirates� anG 4atar� 
ZhiFh are amRng the regiRnal FRuntries invRlveG in the Syrian Fivil Zar� have 
intensi¿eG�22 Russia¶s Farrying Rut the Astana anG SRFhi SrRFesses regarGing 
the sRlutiRn Rf the SrRElem Zith TurNey anG Iran� taNing an aFtive rRle in the 
negRtiatiRns regarGing the Syria anG Iran Frises� setting the agenGa� anG aFting 

17 EFe *|NseGef� ³Rusya� DR÷u ANGeniz¶Ge nasıl Eir SRlitiNa izliyRr"´� �:hat NinG Rf SRliFy GRes Russia 
fRllRZ in the Eastern MeGiterranean"�� BBc T�rNoe ����� aFFesseG May ��� ����� httSs:��ZZZ�EEF�
FRm�turNFe�haEerler�Gunya���������� 

�� Dina Malysheva� ³Russia in the MeGiterranean: geRSRlitiFs anG mRGern interests´�
19 3aul +RltRm� MarN BrRmley� 3ieter D� :ezeman anG SiemRn T� :ezeman� ³TrenGs In InternatıRnal 

Arms Transfers� ����´� SI3RI )aFt Sheet� MarFh ����� aFFesseG SeStemEer ��� ���� httSs:��ZZZ�
siSri�Rrg�sites�Gefault�¿les�¿les�)S�SI3RI)S�����SGf

20 ³Russia¶s FamSaign in Syria leaGs tR arms sale ZinGfall´� The Guardian, aFFesseG SeStemEer ��� 
���� httSs:��ZZZ�theguarGian�FRm�ZRrlG������mar����russias�FamSaign�in�syria�leaGs�tR�arms�sale�
ZinGfall"cM3 shareBEtnBtZ

21 AnGrey Latyshev� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɚɹ ȼɨɟɧɧɚɹ Ɉɩɟɪɚɰɢɹ ȼ ɋɢɪɢɢ´�
22 AnGrey Latyshev� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɚɹ ȼɨɟɧɧɚɹ Ɉɩɟɪɚɰɢɹ ȼ ɋɢɪɢɢ´�
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as an intermeGiary are imSRrtant faFtRrs that enaEle it tR SrRGuFe SRliFy in the 
regiRn�

AlthRugh the Syrian gRvernment� Zith Russian helS� has regaineG FRntrRl 
Rf mRst Rf the FRuntry� it is estimateG that the RSeratiRns Zill nRt enG sRRn� 
as many SrRElems remain that reTuire Russian SartiFiSatiRn fRr a sRlutiRn� 
AFFRrGing tR its Rf¿Fial statements� Russia aims tR reGuFe its military 
SresenFe in the FRuntry anG restRre Syrian state institutiRns that Fan guarantee 
staEility� )Rr this reasRn� MRsFRZ tries tR aFhieve reFRnFiliatiRn Zith regiRnal 
SRZers anG the :est� ZhiFh Iran RSSRses� as Zell as variRus refRrms tR NeeS 
the Fhange Rf SRZer in Syria unGer its FRntrRl� Syria has suffereG mRre than 
��� EilliRn in Gamage frRm the Zar� sR Russia Zill nRt Ee aEle tR taNe Rn the 
SrRElems Rf its eFRnRmiF reFRvery alRne� +RZever� Gue tR the Iranian military 
SresenFe in Syria� FRRSeratiRn EetZeen Russia anG regiRnal anG glREal SRZers 
seems imSRssiEle�

It is Rf great imSRrtanFe fRr Russia tR GRminate the energy marNet in 
Syria in RrGer tR Slay a rRle in the Eastern MeGiterranean¶s energy SRliFies 
anG strengthen its SRsitiRn in the regiRn� Syria FRulG nRt Slay an aFtive rRle 
in the Eastern MeGiterranean energy SRliFies Gue tR the ZeaNening Rf the 
Fentral gRvernment Gue tR the Fivil Zar� :ith the strengthening Rf the AssaG 
aGministratiRn Zith the suSSRrt Rf Russia� Russian FRmSanies tRRN Rver Syria¶s 
energy researFh anG GevelRSment aFtivities in the Eastern MeGiterranean� 
AFFRrGing tR the agreement signeG EetZeen the tZR states in ����� the Russian 
FRmSany SRyuzneftegaz has the right tR e[SlRre anG SrRGuFe Rff the FRast Rf 
Syria fRr �� years� It is estimateG that the energy agreement signeG Zith the 
DamasFus regime is amRng the reasRns fRr Russia¶s interventiRn in the Syrian 
Fivil Zar� 23AFFRrGing tR the agreement� the sea area in ZhiFh Russia Zill Farry 
Rut the e[SlRratiRn ZRrN is ��� sTuare NilRmeters�24 In MarFh ����� a seismiF 
e[SlRratiRn agreement in the FRuntry¶s territRrial Zaters Zas signeG EetZeen 
the tZR Russian energy FRmSanies caSital LimiteG anG East MeG Amrit anG 
the Syrian Ministry Rf 3etrRleum anG Natural ResRurFes� The agreement is an 
uSGate Rf the agreement signeG in ����� ZhiFh FRulG nRt Ee imSlementeG Gue 
tR the Fivil Zar�25

It is ZRrth nRting that the Russian�US tensiRn in nRrtheastern Syria esFalateG 
in August ����� Zhen the US energy FRmSany Delta cresFent Energy reaFheG 
an agreement Zith the Syrian KurGs tR GevelRS Ril ¿elGs� TherefRre� Russia¶s 

23 Seth crRSsey anG ErıF BrRZn� ³Energy: The :est¶s strategiF RSSRrtunity in the Eastern MeGiterrane-
an´� :ashington, D.&.: Hudson Institute, ������:��

24 Ale[ey Y� NRsNRv� ³ɂɧɬɟɪɟɫɵ ɪɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɢɯ� ɬɭɪɟɰɤɢɯ´�����
25 EFe *|NseGef� ³Rusya� DR÷u ANGeniz¶Ge nasıl Eir SRlitiNa izliyRr"´�
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FRmSetitiRn Zith the USA FRntinues GesSite the agreement it has maGe Zith 
the Fentral gRvernment in the ¿elG Rf energy�26

It Fan Ee saiG that Russia¶s main suFFess in Syria is the staEilizatiRn Rf the 
FRuntry anG the rRle it Zill Slay in the GevelRSment Rf the FRuntry afterZarGs� 
currently� Russia neeGs the FRRSeratiRn Rf :estern FRuntries anG regiRnal 
FRuntries� Eut if Russia GisFRvers energy Rff the Syrian FRast� it Zill Ee aEle tR 
further strengthen its SRsitiRn in Syria� cRnsiGering the energy SRtential in the 
Eastern MeGiterranean� this seems liNely�

AlthRugh Russia is far EehinG the USA in terms Rf eFRnRmiF SRZer� it 
is seen as the FRuntry that has maGe the mRst effRrt tR inFrease its military 
FaSaFity Guring the Syrian Fivil Zar� Aiming tR e[SanG its ¿elG Rf aFtivity in 
variRus regiRns Rf the ZRrlG Zithin the frameZRrN Rf a multiSRlar GisFRurse� 
Russia has strengtheneG its SRsitiRn in the Eastern MeGiterranean Zith its 
interventiRn in the Syrian Fivil Zar anG has Eegun tR Ee SerFeiveG as an 
imSRrtant faFtRr in the regiRn� In aGGitiRn� althRugh Russia gaineG easier 
aFFess tR the MeGiterranean Zith the anne[atiRn Rf the crimean 3eninsula� 
it Zas isRlateG in the internatiRnal arena after the ���� UNraine Frisis anG 
aimeG tR have a say in the internatiRnal arena Ey intervening in the Zar tR get 
riG Rf this situatiRn� TherefRre� it Fan Ee saiG that the mRst imSRrtant faFtRr 
in e[SanGing Russia¶s sShere Rf inÀuenFe in the Eastern MeGiterranean is its 
Syria SRliFies� This has Eeen SRssiEle thanNs tR harG SRZer FaSaFity transfer 
anG FRnstruFtiRn rather than sRft �EalanFing SRliFies� +RZever� Russia starteG 
its sRft �EalanFing SRliFies in the Eastern MeGiterranean regiRn lRng EefRre the 
Syrian Fivil Zar� in the ����s� anG then inFreasingly FRntinueG its SRliFies in 
this GireFtiRn tR suSSRrt the harG SRZer FaSaFity it Euilt in Syria�

Russia SreferreG tR EuilG military anG eFRnRmiF FaSaFity in Syria rather 
than using sRft �EalanFing instruments� InheriteG engagements frRm the 
USSR anG the AssaG regime¶s neeG fRr Russia Zere GeFisive at this SRint� 
Russia is attemSting tR EalanFe the UniteG States¶ regiRnal SresenFe Zith the 
harG SRZer FaSaFity it has Euilt in Syria� +RZever� Russia¶s effRrts tR EuilG 
harG SRZer in Syria GR nRt mean that it FRmSletely ignRres sRft EalanFing 
instruments� As a matter Rf faFt� Russia¶s effeFtive use Rf its vetR SRZer in 
the UNSc tR SrRteFt its interests in Syria anG the AssaG regime� its effRrts tR 
estaElish a EalanFe EetZeen Iran� TurNiye� anG Israel¶s SRliFies�GemanGs in 
the Syria issue thrRugh negRtiatiRns anG temSRrary agreements� its relatiRns 

26 Ksenia SvetlRva �³Ⱥɦɟɪɢɤɚɧɫɤɚɹ ɧɟɮɬɹɧɚɹ ɫɞɟɥɤɚ ɜ ɋɢɪɢɢ ɪɚɡɨɡɥɢɥɚ Ʉɪɟɦɥɶ´� �US Ril Geal 
in Syria angereG the Kremlin�� ɂɧɫɬɢɬɭɬ ɋɨɜɪɟɦɟɧɧɨɣ Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ ����� aFFesseG August ��� ����� 
httSs:��imrussia�Rrg�ru��D��B��D��BD�D��B��D��BB�D��B��D�����D��B� 
�D��BA�D��B������� 
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Zith nRn�state aFtRrs in the ¿elG� anG its aFtivities thrRugh Srivate seFurity 
FRmSanies shRZ that harG SRZer SRliFies are suSSRrteG as muFh as SRssiEle 
Ey sRft EalanFing instruments� 

Russia-Egypt Relations

The FRming tR SRZer Rf AEGelfattah el�Sisi in May ���� aGversely affeFteG 
EgySt�US relatiRns� )Rr Russia� ZhiFh Zants tR inFrease its inÀuenFe in the 
Eastern MeGiterranean� the FRRling in EgySt�US relatiRns Freates a suitaEle 
atmRsShere fRr Russia¶s sRft EalanFing SRliFies� EgySt has lRng�stanGing 
eFRnRmiF anG SRlitiFal ties Zith the UniteG States� +RZever� in reFent years� 
Gue tR Russia¶s aFtive fRreign SRliFy anG its SresenFe in Syria� it Fan Ee saiG 
that the regiRnal states have Eegun tR see Russia as a FRunterEalanFe tR the 
USA �27 In this Fase� EgySt�Russia relatiRns are seen as a EalanFing element 
that Zill reGuFe EgySt¶s GeSenGenFe Rn the USA anG the EU� Zhile fRr Russia� 
GevelRSing relatiRns Zith EgySt� Rne Rf the imSRrtant FRuntries Rf the Eastern 
MeGiterranean� means e[SanGing its sShere Rf inÀuenFe in the regiRn�

Russia haG the RSSRrtunity tR EalanFe against the USA anG the EurRSean 
UniRn Ey GevelRSing eFRnRmiF anG SRlitiFal SartnershiSs Zith EgySt� As a 
result Rf 9laGimir 3utin¶s Rf¿Fial visit tR EgySt Rn )eEruary ����� ����� an 
agreement Zas reaFheG fRr the FRnstruFtiRn Rf EgySt¶s ¿rst nuFlear SRZer 
Slant� :ith 3utin¶s visit Rn DeFemEer ��� ����� SRlitiFal� eFRnRmiF� 
FRmmerFial� anG energy FRRSeratiRn RSSRrtunities anG the situatiRn in Syria 
Zere GisFusseG� As a result Rf the negRtiatiRns� a FRntraFt Zas signeG fRr 
the FRnstruFtiRn Rf the DaEaa nuFlear SRZer Slant anG the suSSly Rf nuFlear 
fuel in EgySt� On OFtREer ������ ����� Russian anG EgyStian leaGers met in 
SRFhi� anG the leaGers� aiming tR further GevelRS Eilateral relatiRns� signeG a 
FRmSrehensive SartnershiS anG strategiF FRRSeratiRn agreement���

BetZeen ���� anG ����� EgySt¶s main arms suSSliers are Russia ������ 
)ranFe ����� anG the USA ������� The ���� inFrease in Russia¶s arms 
sales tR EgySt in this SeriRG shRZs the state Rf FRRSeratiRn in the military�
teFhniFal ¿elG EetZeen the FRuntries� Thus� althRugh the USA FRntinues tR Ee 
an imSRrtant ally Rf EgySt� it is REviRus that Russia Slays an imSRrtant rRle in 
EalanFing the SRZer Rf the USA�29

27 MuhammeG +� AhmeG� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ ɢ ȿɝɢɩɟɬ: ɤɭɪɫ ɧɚ ɫɛɥɢɠɟɧɢɟ´� ���
�� ³ɋɩɪɚɜɤɚ: Ɇɟɠɝɨɫɭɞɚɪɫɬɜɟɧɧɵɟ Ɉɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ Ɇɟɠɞɭ Ɋɨɫɫɢɟɣ ɂ ȿɝɢɩɬɨɦ�´� �ReferenFe: 

Interstate RelatiRns BetZeen Russia anG EgySt�� aFFesseG ASril ��� ����� httSs:���Srime�ru�
NeZs��������������������html 

29 MiNhail KhRGarenRN� ³Ȼɥɢɠɧɢɣ ȼɨɫɬɨɤ ɜɨɨɪɭɠɚɟɬɫɹ: ɤɭɞɚ Ɋɨɫɫɢɹ ɢ ɋɒȺ ɩɪɨɞɚɸɬ ɨɪɭɠɢɟ´� �The 
MiGGle East is arming: Zhere Russia anG the UniteG States are selling ZeaSRns�� *azeta�ru ������� aF-
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The mRst imSRrtant element Rf Russian�EgyStian eFRnRmiF FRRSeratiRn 
is the SrRMeFt Rf estaElishing a Russian inGustrial zRne in the Suez regiRn Rf 
EgySt�30 The aim Rf the SrRMeFt� ZhiFh starteG in May ���� anG is SlanneG tR 
Ee FRmSleteG in ����� is tR faFilitate the ta[ regime anG SrRmRte e[SRrts tR 
AfriFa� The SrRMeFt aims tR SlaFe large Russian FRmSanies in the regiRn�31 

Russia�EgySt fRreign traGe vRlume� ZhiFh Zas ��� milliRn GRllars in ����� 
inFreaseG tR ��� EilliRn GRllars in ����� AlthRugh the traGe EetZeen the tZR 
FRuntries GeFreaseG Ey � EilliRn GRllars in ���� Gue tR the GeSreFiatiRn Rf the 
ruEle� an inFrease in ShysiFal traGe Zas REserveG�32 The fRreign traGe vRlume 
EetZeen the tZR FRuntries Zas ��� EilliRn GRllars in ����� In the same year� 
Russia¶s e[SRrts Zere ��� EilliRn GRllars� anG its imSRrts Zere ��� milliRn 
GRllars� 33This ¿gure is the highest Eilateral traGe ¿gure ever�34 

   TRGay� mRre than a si[th Rf EgySt¶s Ril SrRGuFtiRn is SrRviGeG Ey Russian 
FRmSanies� AlsR� in ����� a ��year agreement Zas signeG Zith *azSrRm anG 
EgySt Natural *as +RlGing cRmSany fRr the suSSly Rf �� LN* FargRes tR 
EgySt� ��� Rf the shares in the RSeratiRn Rf the ZRhr ¿elG� GisFRvereG Ey 
the Italian FRmSany ENI� Zere SurFhaseG Ey the Russian FRmSany RRsneft� 
RRsneft SaiG ������ EilliRn tR ENI fRr the shares� As a result� ENI has ���� 
RRsneft ���� anG B3 ��� staNes in the ZRhr ¿elG�35 3rRGuFtiRn aFtivities 
starteG in the ¿elG in ����� anG as a result Rf the GevelRSment Rf the ¿elG in 
����� the annual SrRGuFtiRn Zas ���� EilliRn FuEiF meters�36 In aGGitiRn� Rn 
DeFemEer �� ����� RRsneft¶s ERarG Rf GireFtRrs SurFhaseG the shares Rf the 
ShuNur ElRFN Rn the ZRhr site fRr � ��� EilliRn thrRugh an agreement Zith the 
ENI FRmSany�37 UnGRuEteGly� Russia¶s share in EgySt¶s Eastern MeGiterranean 
regiRn is an imSRrtant steS in terms Rf its rRle in energy SRliFies in the regiRn�

Russia�EgySt relatiRns are alsR a striNing e[amSle Rf Russia¶s sRft EalanFing 
SRliFies� EgySt� ZhiFh FRnstantly FRRleG its relatiRns Zith the USSR after 

FesseG -une ��� ����� httSs:��ZZZ�gazeta�ru�army���������������������shtml� 
30 ³3resentatiRn Rf the Russian InGustrial ZRne in EgySt´� E[SRrt center� aFFesseG )eEruary ��� ����� 

httSs:��ZZZ�e[SRrtFenter�ru�en�neZs�SresentatiRn�Rf�the�russian�inGustrial�zRnein�egySt�� 
31 Yuri I� 9tRrushin anG Ruslan 3� KRshNin� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨ�ȿɝɢɩɟɬɫɤɢɟ Ɉɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ´� ��
32 ³Ⱥɥɟɤɫɟɣ ɍɥɸɤɚɟɜ: ɬɨɪɝɨɜɥɹ Ɋɨɫɫɢɢ ɫ ȿɝɢɩɬɨɦ ɪɚɫɬɟɬ´� �AleNsey UlyuNaev: Russia¶s traGe Zith 

EgySt is grRZing�� aFFesseG -une ��� ����� Ministerstvo Ekonomicheskogo Razvitiya Rossiyskoy Fe-
deratsii, httS:��RlG�eFRnRmy�gRv�ru�mineF�aERut�struFture�GeSAsiaAfriFa��������� 

33 Yuri I� 9tRrushin anG Ruslan 3� KRshNin� ³Ɋɨɫɫɢɣɫɤɨ�ȿɝɢɩɟɬɫɤɢɟ Ɉɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ´� ��
34 ɋɩɪɚɜɤɚ: Ɇɟɠɝɨɫɭɞɚɪɫɬɜɟɧɧɵɟ Ɉɬɧɨɲɟɧɢɹ Ɇɟɠɞɭ Ɋɨɫɫɢɟɣ ɂ ȿɝɢɩɬɨɦ�´�
35 Murat Temizer� ³Mısır¶GaNi ZRhr gaz sahasının y�zGe ��¶unu Rus RRsneft alGı´� �Russian RRsneft 

ERught �� SerFent Rf the ZRhr gas ¿elG in EgySt�� Anadolu AMans 2016, aFFesseG May ��� ����� httSs:��
ZZZ�aa�FRm�tr�tr�Gunya�misirGaNi�zRhr�gasahasinin�yuzGe���unu�rus rRsneft�alGi������� 

36 ³ȼ ɋɬɪɚɧɟ ɉɢɪɚɦɢɞ ɢ ɋɮɢɧɤɫɨɜ´�
37 ³ɋɟɱɢɧ ɩɪɢɛɵɥ ɜ Ʉɚɢɪ ɞɥɹ ɨɛɫɭɠɞɟɧɢɹ ɷɧɟɪɝɟɬɢɱɟɫɤɨɝɨ ɫɨɬɪɭɞɧɢɱɟɫɬɜɚ ɫ ȿɝɢɩɬɨɦ´� �SeFhin 

arriveG in cairR tR GisFuss energy FRRSeratiRn Zith EgySt�� Tass� aFFesseG MarFh ��� ���� httSs:��tass�
ru�eNRnRmiNa�������� 



Muharrem Hilmi ÖZEV & Zuleykha KAZIMOVA

196

the ���� AraE Israeli :ar� estaElisheG allianFe relatiRns Zith the USA Zith 
the ���� camS DaviG Agreement� Russia� unGer 3utin¶s rule� sRught Zays 
tR GevelRS the minimally estaElisheG relatiRns in the ¿elGs Rf traGe� Gefense� 
anG energy� regarGless Rf EgySt¶s e[isting allianFe relatiRns� anG suFFeeGeG tR 
sRme e[tent� The FaSaFity that the USA anG the :est in general have Euilt in 
the regiRn fRr a lRng time alsR Getermines the limits Rf Russia¶s sRft �EalanFing 
SRliFies tRZarGs EgySt�

Russia-Turkiye Relations

After the cRlG :ar� Russia anG TurNiye¶s interests in the cauFasus anG 
central Asia after the cRlG :ar hamSereG the GevelRSment Rf relatiRns� 
TurNiye¶s fRreign SRliFy GisFRurses regarGing the estaElishment Rf a giant 
TurNish ZRrlG “from the Adriatic to the Great Wall of China” in ���� anG 
its aim tR Ee a mRGel fRr the neZly inGeSenGent fRrmer SccB states ZRrrieG 
Russia� In aGGitiRn� the Gifferent aSSrRaFhes Rf the tZR FRuntries tR the 
KurGish anG cheFhen SrRElems in these years alsR SreventeG the GevelRSment 
Rf relatiRns���

DevelRSments in the relatiRns EetZeen the tZR FRuntries in the ����s have 
SrRgresseG tRZarGs regiRnal FRRSeratiRn� After the events Rf SeStemEer ��� 
the USA¶s SraFtiFes in the MiGGle East regiRn� ZhiFh ignRre internatiRnal 
laZ anG the interests Rf the FRuntries in the regiRn� GeeSeneG the seFurity 
FRnFerns Rf Russia anG TurNiye� anG this situatiRn leG tR the raSSrRFhement Rf 
the tZR FRuntries�39 AlthRugh Russia anG TurNiye have Gifferent aSSrRaFhes 
tR regiRnal issues suFh as UNraine� *eRrgia� anG NagRrnR�KaraEaNh� seFurity 
threats in the BlaFN Sea Easin anG the MiGGle East regiRn have fRrFeG the tZR 
FRuntries tR get FlRser� 

AlthRugh TurNiye is Rn the same siGe as the USA in the Syrian issue� sinFe 
it SerFeives the Y3* autRnRmy that the USA is trying tR estaElish in the regiRn 
as a threat tR its sRvereignty anG thinNs that it Zill nRt Ee suFFessful in the ¿ght 
against the 3KK Ey RSSRsing Russia� it has maGe Fhanges in its fRreign SRliFy� 
anG has trieG tR aSSrRaFh the allianFe Rf Russia anG Iran in the Syria issue� 
The three FRuntries in TuestiRn tRRN a stanG against the US¶s Syria SRliFies 
Guring the resRlutiRn SrRFess Rf the Syria SrRElem� ZhiFh starteG Zith the 
³SRFhi Agreement´ anG FRntinueG Zith the Astana TalNs�40 It is SRssiEle tR 
evaluate this stanFe GevelRSeG against the regiRnal SRliFies Rf the USA� ZhiFh 

�� )atih gzEay� ³SR÷uN Savaú SRnrası T�rNiye�Rusya İliúNileri: ���������´� ��
39 ErNan Yılmaz� ³Uluslararası *�o Dengeleri Ba÷lamınGa T�rNiye�Rusya İliúNileri´� TURANSAM� 

Uluslararası Bilimsel +aNemli Dergisi: ������: ����
40 ErNan Yılmaz� ³8luslararası *üç Dengeleri Bağlamında Türkiye-Rusya İlişkileri´, ���
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Flaims tR glREal hegemRny� as a searFh fRr sRft EalanFing fRr ERth Russia anG 
TurNiye�

After the -uly �� FRuS attemSt� the imSRrtanFe Rf relatiRns Zith Russia 
has inFreaseG fRr TurNiye Gue tR the tensiRn in relatiRns EetZeen TurNiye anG 
the :est� The inGifferent attituGe Rf the US�leG NATO seFurity RrganizatiRn 
tRZarGs TurNiye¶s seFurity has SusheG TurNiye tR e[SanG its FRRSeratiRn 
Zith Rther FRuntries� TurNiye has GeFiGeG tR meet its urgent neeG against the 
missile threat Ey SurFhasing the S���� missile Gefense system frRm Russia� 
as the aSSrRSriate FRnGitiRns fRr the 3atriRt system� ZhiFh is SlanneG tR Ee 
SurFhaseG frRm the USA� are nRt SrRviGeG anG the SaiG military eTuiSment 
is nRt GelivereG�41 This initiative� ZhiFh FRntriEutes tR the eliminatiRn Rf 
TurNiye¶s seFurity FRnFerns� is a steS tRZarGs GevelRSing sRft EalanFing 
SRliFies EetZeen the :estern ElRF anG Russia�

The Russian Met Frisis Rn NRvemEer ��� ����� revealeG the seSaratiRn Rf 
TurNiye anG Russia in regiRnal SRlitiFs� The shRRting GRZn Rf the Russian 
SU��� ¿ghter Met Ey TurNiye¶s )�� airFraft FauseG tensiRn in relatiRns EetZeen 
the tZR FRuntries� In the BalNans� the cauFasus� the BlaFN Sea� anG the MiGGle 
East� the situatiRn Rf imSliFit rivalry arising frRm the FRnÀiFt Rf interests 
EetZeen the tZR FRuntries Eegan tR EeFRme eviGent Zith the Frisis� During 
the Fivil Zar in Syria� TurNiye¶s RSSRsitiRn tR the AssaG aGministratiRn anG 
Russia¶s suSSRrt fRr the aGministratiRn Zas Rne Rf the mRst REviRus e[amSles 
Rf the rivalry EetZeen the tZR FRuntries�42 In aGGitiRn� it is thRught that 
Russia¶s RverreaFtiRn tR the airFraft Frisis anG the sanFtiRns it imSRses Rn 
TurNiye give a message tR TurNiye anG the FRuntries in the regiRn� Russia 
has shRZn TurNiye� the USA� anG NATO that it Zill never FRmSrRmise Rn 
SrRteFting its FlRsest allies in the Eastern MeGiterranean anG the MiGGle East�

Strengthening energy FRRSeratiRn Zith NATO memEer TurNiye is 
e[tremely imSRrtant fRr Russia tR EalanFe :estern SRZer in the regiRn� 
MRreRver� energy FRRSeratiRn Zith TurNiye has gaineG imSRrtanFe fRr Russia 
in terms Rf Eeing an alternative energy transit rRute fRr the transSRrtatiRn Rf 
Russian gas tR EurRSe Gue tR the SrRElems Zith UNraine�

In ����� Russia ranNeG ¿rst in the list Rf Ril e[SRrting FRuntries Zith a 
share Rf ������ In ����� Russia ranNeG seFRnG after IraT Zith ������ :hile 
Russia ranNeG ¿rst in natural gas e[SRrts tR TurNiye Zith a share Rf ����� in 

41 ³S���� ve )���: ABD ile T�rNiye arasınGaNi Nriz haNNınGa Eilinmesi gereNenler´� �S���� anG )���: 
:hat tR NnRZ aERut the Frisis EetZeen the USA anG TurNey�� BB& Türkçe� aFFesseG August ��� ����� 
httSs:��ZZZ�EEF�FRm�turNFe�haEerler�turNiye��������� 

42 Salih Yılmaz anG AEGullah YaNúi� ³Osmanlı Devleti¶nGen *�n�m�ze T�rN�Rus İliúNileri´� �TurNish�
Russian RelatiRns frRm the OttRman State tR the 3resent�� TYB ANaGemi� Issue:��� May ������: ������
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����� this rate inFreaseG tR ����� in �����43 The GevelRSment Rf natural gas 
traGe EetZeen Russia anG TurNiye is EaseG Rn the USSR� In ����� the tZR 
FRuntries signeG a ���year natural gas SurFhase anG sale agreement�44 

:ith the FRmmissiRning Rf the Blue Stream SiSeline in ����� TurNiye 
starteG tR suSSly ��� Rf its natural gas imSRrts frRm Russia� This rate Zas 
��� in �����45 The Blue Stream SiSeline is an imSRrtant SrRMeFt in terms Rf 
sRftening the FRmSetitiRn EetZeen the tZR FRuntries arising frRm the BaNu�
TEilisi�ceyhan SiSeline anG estaElishing FRRSeratiRn� The Blue Stream natural 
gas SiSeline SrRMeFt is alsR Russia¶s largest investment in the TurNish eFRnRmy 
sR far� The SiSeline has maGe the tZR FRuntries imSRrtant energy Sartners�46

An agreement Zas signeG EetZeen the tZR FRuntries Rn OFtREer ��� 
���� fRr the FRnstruFtiRn Rf the TurNish Stream SiSeline SrRMeFt� 47 The TurN 
Stream SrRMeFt� ZhiFh has an e[tremely imSRrtant SlaFe in Eilateral relatiRns� 
inFluGes tZR SiSelines� Rne starting in Russia anG e[tenGing tR TurNiye via the 
BlaFN Sea� EaFh Rf the SiSelines has a FaSaFity Rf ����� EilliRn FuEiF meters� 
The TurNish Stream SrRMeFt is aimeG at suSSlying Russian gas tR EurRSean 
FRuntries as Zell as tR suSSly energy tR TurNiye���

The TurN Stream SrRMeFt is SlanneG tR Ee FRnneFteG tR Bulgaria after 
TurNiye� Russian gas Zill reaFh central EurRSe� namely Austria� via Bulgaria� 
RRmania� anG +ungary� The imSRrtanFe Rf the SrRMeFt fRr Russia is that it 
e[FluGes UNraine� SinFe the lRng�term gas SurFhase anG sale FRntraFt EetZeen 
Russia anG UNraine Zas terminateG in ����� the FRmSletiRn Rf the TurNish 
Stream SrRMeFt in ���� gaineG imSRrtanFe� :ith the imSlementatiRn Rf the 
TurNish Stream anG NRrG Stream SrRMeFts� Russia has minimizeG the neeG 
fRr UNraine in energy transmissiRn� After TurNiye� it is SlanneG tR suSSly 
Russian gas tR Bulgaria� *reeFe� MaFeGRnia� RRmania� SerEia� anG BRsnia 
anG +erzegRvina via the TurNish Stream SiSeline� *as is SlanneG tR Ee 

43 ³DR÷al *az 3iyasası ���� Yılı SeNt|r RaSRru´� �Natural *as MarNet ���� SeFtRr ReSRrt�: ³DR÷al *az 
3iyasası ���� Yılı SeNt|r RaSRru´� �Natural *as MarNet ���� SeFtRr ReSRrt�� T�c� E3DK� AnNara� 
����� ����� aFFesseG SeStemEer ��� ����� httSs:��ZZZ�eSGN�gRv�tr�Detay�IFeriN��������GRgal�gazyil-
liN�seNtRr�raSRru

44 ReFeS YRrulmaz� ³DR÷u ANGeniz¶Ge T�rNiye�Rusya İú Eirli÷i ve LiEya Krizinin ENRnRmi 3Rliti÷i´� 
�TurNey�Russia cRRSeratiRn in the Eastern MeGiterranean anG the 3RlitiFal EFRnRmy Rf the LiEyan 
crisis �� Orta DR÷u Araútırma MerNezi ����� aFFesseG -une ��� ����� httSs:��Rrsam�Rrg�tr�tr�GRgu�
aNGenizGeturNiye�rusya�is�Eirligi�ve�liEya�Nrizinin�eNRnRmi�SRlitigi� 

45 ³���� Yılı DR÷algaz 3iyasası SeNt|r RaSRru´� ����� Natural *as MarNet SeFtRr ReSRrt�� AnNara: 
E3DK� ����� httS:��ZZZ�eSGN�Rrg�tr�TR�DRNumanlar�3etrRl�YayinlarRaSRrlar�YilliN

46 )atih gzEay� ³SR÷uN Savaú SRnrası T�rNiye�Rusya İliúNileri: ���������´� ��
47 ³T�rNiye ile Rusya arasınGa T�rN ANımı SrRMesi ioin anlaúma imzalanGı´� �Agreement signeG EetZe-

en TurNey anG Russia fRr the TurNish Stream 3rRMeFt�� AnaGRlu AMansı� aFFesseG -une ��� ����� htt-
Ss:��ZZZ�aa�FRm�tr�tr�eNRnRmi�turNiye�ile�rusya�arasinGa�turNaNimi�SrRMesi�iFin�anlasma�imzalan-
Gi�������� 

�� ReFeS YRrulmaz� ³DR÷u ANGeniz¶Ge T�rNiye�Rusya İú Eirli÷i�
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transSRrteG tR +ungary anG Austria via SerEia� In ASril ����� meGia in BRsnia 
anG +erzegRvina annRunFeG fRr the ¿rst time that Russian gas Zas SurFhaseG 
frRm the BalNan line Rf the TurN Stream SiSeline�49 Russia suSSlieG ��� Rf the 
EurRSean UniRn¶s natural gas neeGs in �����50

One Rf the areas Rf energy FRRSeratiRn EetZeen Russia anG TurNiye is 
nuFlear energy� In ����� the ³&ooperation Agreement on the Establishment and 
Development of Nuclear Power Plant in Akkuyu Field´ Zas signeG EetZeen 
the tZR FRuntries Rn nuFlear energy� The agreement inFluGes the FRnstruFtiRn 
Rf a ��� EilliRn nuFlear SRZer Slant in Mersin SrRvinFe�51 AFFRrGing tR the 
agreement signeG Guring the visit Rf the 3resiGent Rf Russia tR TurNiye Rn 
May ��� ����� the FRnstruFtiRn anG RSeratiRn rights Rf the SRZer Slant EelRng 
entirely tR Russia� Later� the faFility Zill Ee RSeneG tR SartnershiSs� SrRviGeG 
that mRst Rf the faFility Zill Ee RZneG Ey Russian FRmSanies� OnFe the nuFlear 
SRZer Slant EeFRmes RSeratiRnal at full FaSaFity� it is e[SeFteG tR meet ��� Rf 
TurNiye¶s eleFtriFity neeGs� 52

:Rrsening relatiRns Zith UNraine Freate Gif¿Fulties in ensuring the energy 
transitiRn frRm Russia tR EurRSe� )Rr this reasRn� energy FRRSeratiRn suFh 
as TurN Stream� GevelRSeG Zith TurNiye is imSRrtant� In aGGitiRn� Russia¶s 
suSSRrt Rf TurNiye in the EalanFe Rf SRliFies it has GevelRSeG against the 
USA anG the EU� Rr at least nRt against it� Zill inFrease Russia¶s SRZer in the 
internatiRnal arena anG in the Eastern MeGiterranean� TRGay� Ze are Zitnessing 
the GevelRSment Rf relatiRns EetZeen Russia anG TurNiye at an unSreFeGenteG 
level in histRry� cRRSeratiRn in the energy� military�teFhnRlRgiFal� anG 
eFRnRmiF ¿elGs anG SartnershiSs in the seFRnG KaraEaNh :ar GeeSen Eilateral 
relatiRns� +RZever� Rne shRulG nRt Ee fRRleG intR thinNing that the SartnershiSs 
that have strengtheneG in reFent years have turneG the eternal FRmSetitiRn intR 
a strategiF SartnershiS� The tZR FRuntries FRntinue tR FRmSete tR inFrease 
their aFtivities in Gifferent regiRns suFh as the cauFasus� the MiGGle East� anG 
the BlaFN Sea� )Rr e[amSle� the tZR FRuntries GefenG Gifferent arguments Rn 
issues relateG tR crimea� SRuth Ossetia� KaraEaNh� Syria� anG LiEya� 

In Russia�TurNiye relatiRns� as in all Eastern MeGiterranean FRuntries� 

49 ³T�rNANım¶Gan BRsna¶ya ilN GR÷algaz teslimatı nisan ayınGa´� �)irst natural gas Gelivery frRm 
TurNStream tR BRsnia in ASril�� SSutniN aFFesseG ASril ��� ����� httSs:��tr�sSutniNneZs�FRm�
avruSa��������������������turNaNimGan�ERsnayailN�GRgalgaz�teslimati�nisan�ayinGa� 

50 ³4uarterly ReSRrt Energy Rn EurRSean *as MarNets´� �
51 ³Ⱥɧɤɚɪɚ ɞɨɝɨɜɨɪɢɥɚɫɶ ɫ Ɇɨɫɤɜɨɣ ɨ ɩɨɦɨɳɢ ɜ ɫɨɨɪɭɠɟɧɢɢ ɩɟɪɜɨɣ Ⱥɗɋ´� �AnNara agreeG Zith 

MRsFRZ Rn assistanFe in the FRnstruFtiRn Rf the ¿rst nuFlear SRZer Slant�� Izvestia, aFFesseG ASril ��� 
����� httS:��izvestia�ru�neZs�������� 

52 ³BaNan 9aranN: ANNuyu ����¶te eleNtriN �retmeye EaúlayaFaN´� �Minister 9aranN: ANNuyu Zill start 
generating eleFtriFity in ������ NT9, aFFesseG )eEruary ��� ����� httSs:��ZZZ�ntv�FRm�tr�eNRnRmi�
EaNan�varanN�aNNuyu�����te�eleNtriN�uretmeyeEaslayaFaN�B�4iFBTZA��cSBDz4:NGRZ� 
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:estern FRuntries¶ regiRnal inÀuenFe is attemSteG tR Ee EalanFeG tR sRme 
e[tent Zith sRft EalanFing instruments� AlthRugh it is nRt SRssiEle tR GevelRS 
lRng�term strategiF relatiRns Gue tR seriRus GifferenFes Rf interests EetZeen 
the Sarties� aG hRF FRRSeratiRn Fan Ee sSeFi¿F tR areas Zhere interests are 
FRnsiGereG FRmSatiEle� suFh as natural gas traGe anG transfer� nuFlear 
energy� limiteG FRRSeratiRn in Syria Zith mutual FRnFessiRns� anG the ���� 
KaraEaNh :ar� It is seen that steSs Fan Ee taNen effeFtively� anG the :est Fan 
Ee EalanFeG� alEeit Sartially� It Fan Ee argueG that the sRft EalanFing SRliFies 
SursueG Ey TurNiye anG Russia Fame tR fruitiRn Guring the ���� UNraine Frisis� 
ThanNs tR sRft EalanFing SRliFies� it has Eeen seen that TurNiye has gaineG a 
meGiatRry SRsitiRn EetZeen the :est�UNraine anG Russia� ThanNs tR its sRft 
EalanFing SRliFy� Russia Zas aEle tR meet the Sressures frRm the :est tR sRme 
e[tent Guring this Frisis� In aGGitiRn tR the effeFtive FRntinuatiRn Rf Russia¶s 
FRRSeratiRn Zith TurNiye� the sRft EalanFing SRliFies that have Eeen fRllRZeG 
fRr a lRng time Slay an imSRrtant rRle in Eringing the grains Zaiting in the 
UNrainian anG Russian silRs tR the glREal marNets� +RZever� the effeFt anG 
FRntinuity Rf sRft EalanFing SRliFies in TurNiye�Russia relatiRns are limiteG 
Ey the FaSaFity that :estern FRuntries have Euilt in TurNiye anG in the Eastern 
MeGiterranean FRuntries in general� As a matter Rf faFt� TurNiye¶s relatiRns 
Zith Russia remaineG Zithin the limits allRZeG Ey its SRsitiRn in the NATO 
allianFe� that is� tRleraEle Ey the allies� DesSite all the FritiFal GisFRurses it 
has GevelRSeG against sRme NATO memEer FRuntries� TurNiye FRntinues tR 
state that it remains FRmmitteG tR the future Rf the allianFe anG tR the EasiF 
SrinFiSles� anG tR its allies ¿nG TurNiye¶s SRliFies in this GireFtiRn aFFeStaEle� 
e[FeSt fRr negligiEle SrRElems�

Conclusion 

In RrGer tR EalanFe the SresenFe Rf :estern SRZers in the Eastern 
MeGiterranean� Russia aims tR GevelRS FRRSeratiRn Zith the FRuntries Rf 
the regiRn� esSeFially in the energy anG military�teFhniFal ¿elGs� Russia has 
EeFRme an imSRrtant aFtRr in the regiRn Zith its interventiRn in the Syrian 
Fivil Zar� Eut it tries tR FRmSete Zith the USA anG the EU Ey estaElishing 
relatiRns EaseG Rn SRlitiFal anG eFRnRmiF FRRSeratiRn Zithin the frameZRrN 
Rf ³sRft �EalanFing´ SRliFies� that is� ZithRut estaElishing military allianFes�

Russia¶s relatiRns Zith EgySt Fan Ee shRZn as the mRst REviRus e[amSle Rf 
sRft EalanFing SRliFies in the regiRn� Due tR the GeteriRrating relatiRns EetZeen 
EgySt anG the USA anG EU after the Sisi rule� the neeG fRr FRRSeratiRn� 
esSeFially in the energy anG military�teFhniFal ¿elGs� leG EgySt tR Russia� 
AlthRugh LeEanRn¶s relatiRns Zith Russia remain limiteG Gue tR the histRriFal 
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inÀuenFe Rf :estern SRZers in LeEanRn� Russia¶s SresenFe in Syria has the 
SRtential tR reverse this situatiRn sRRn� The agreements EetZeen Russia anG 
TurNiye� ZhiFh has Eeen fRllRZing a SrR�:estern fRreign SRliFy fRr many 
years� in strategiF areas suFh as the S����� TurNish Stream� Blue Stream� anG 
ANNuyu SRZer Slant Fan Ee FRnsiGereG as Russia¶s sRft SRZer strategy in 
the regiRn� The Eiggest REstaFle fRr Russia tR taNe its relatiRns Zith regiRnal 
FRuntries Rther than Syria Rne steS further is the harG anG sRft SRZer FaSaFity 
that :estern FRuntries have Euilt Rver many years� At this SRint� Russia is 
trying tR FRmSensate fRr its shRrtFRmings Zith the harG SRZer FaSaFity it has 
FreateG in Syria anG thus EalanFe the :est�

On the Rther hanG� in -uly ����� the USA lifteG the sanFtiRn GeFisiRn Rn the 
NRrG Stream�� energy SiSeline SrRMeFts EetZeen Russia anG *ermany after 
many years� This GeFisiRn Zas thRught tR Ee aimeG at Sreventing Russia¶s 
raSSrRFhement Zith china� :ith this� Russia guaranteeG the energy ÀRZ tR 
EurRSe Zith the NRrG Stream anG TurN Stream SrRMeFts� +RZever� it starteG 
tR threaten the energy GemanG Rf Russia tR EurRSe as a result Rf the sRliGarity 
EetZeen EurRSean FRuntries Gue tR the Zar Zith UNraine�

AlthRugh the UNraine Zar threatens Russia¶s energy SRliFies� they FRntinue 
tR gain SRZer thanNs tR Russia¶s energy SRliFies at the internatiRnal level� 
)Rr this reasRn� Russia is an alternative tR states suFh as EgySt� TurNiye� anG 
LeEanRn that Zant tR EalanFe :estern SRZer� +RZever� Russia� ZhiFh has 
reaFheG the EreaNing SRint Gue tR the UNraine Zar� Srevents FRuntries suFh as 
the *reeN cySriRt aGministratiRn anG Israel� ZhiFh have FlRser ties Zith the 
:est� frRm FRRSerating Zith Russia in the ¿elG Rf energy� As a result� the ElRF 
EetZeen Russia anG the :est in the SrRFess that starteG Zith the crimean Zar 
anG FRntinueG Zith the UNraine :ar alsR affeFteG the EehaviRr Rf the Eastern 
MeGiterranean FRuntries�

As it is NnRZn� Russia¶s eFRnRmiF SRZer is ZeaN at a level inFRmSaraEle 
tR that Rf the USA� TherefRre� Russia¶s aFtive fRreign SRliFy anG multiSRlar 
GisFRurse shRulG nRt Ee interSreteG as SRsitiRning itself as an ³eTual SRZer´ 
Zith the USA Rr Rther SRZerful giants� On the FRntrary� Russia emShasizes 
that these SRliFies are an inevitaEle Guty tR SrRteFt the state� Russia� unGer the 
inÀuenFe Rf its e[SerienFes after the FRllaSse Rf the SRviet UniRn anG Gue tR the 
SreferenFes Rf the Furrent SRlitiFal elite� insteaG Rf GevelRSing inGustrializatiRn 
anG teFhnRlRgy FaSaFity in the lRng term� SrRviGes its e[isting energy anG 
Gefense SRZer tR aFhieve fRreign SRliFy gRals anG� therefRre� internal anG 
e[ternal seFurity� Russia¶s multiSRlar ZRrlG GisFRurse anG its GemanG tR 
e[ist in the Eastern MeGiterranean Fan Ee reaG frRm this frameZRrN� Russia� 
Zithin the frameZRrN Rf sRft EalanFing SRliFies� emShasizes the neeG tR aFt 
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in aFFRrGanFe Zith internatiRnal laZ anG UNSc resRlutiRns insteaG Rf Eeing a 
Sarty tR the resRlutiRn Rf SrRElems suFh as the cySrus SrRElem� the 3alestine�
Israel FRnÀiFt� anG the TurNiye�*reeFe FRnÀiFt� Rr Rffers meGiatiRn�
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