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Abstract: This study aims to discuss the topic of surgical and cosmetic operations,
as it is one of the contemporary and emerging issues in our present time. Plastic
surgeries have become more common in recent years, the demand from both
gender, male and female, are increased dramatically towards such plastic surgeries;
hence, special departments for plastic surgery have been established in medical
colleges and hospitals. There are many types of plastic surgeries, for instance, it is
possible for a person to change his external appearance to the extent that people
around him would not be able to recognise him. Moreover, a person can even
change his gender from masculinity to femininity, or vice versa as well, and so on,
from many actions and processes that change human instinct. However, since
Islamic law is the reference in knowing what is permissible and what is forbidden,
many people began to ask about the rulings of such surgical and cosmetic
operations. Therefore, this study deals with the concept of surgical and cosmetic
operations, their history, and the differentiation between them in their fields and
uses. Then, the study will elaborate on the position of Islamic law on these plastic
surgeries, as it is divided into two main parts. They are the necessary plastic
surgeries, as well as ameliorative surgeries. After delving into this topic and
analyzing its details from an Islamic law perspective, it can be said that it is
permissible for both doctors and patients to go through necessary cosmetic
surgeries only, such as surgeries for congenital defects that a person is born with,
or for acquired defects, like sticking fingers due to burns; because they are more
surgical than cosmetic. However, as for ameliorative plastic surgery; it is forbidden
when the intent is to reach a change that leads to forbidden results, or if it is a way
to deceive, or if it includes harm to its perpetrator. However, if the surgery is devoid
of these purposes, then it is not forbidden in accordance with the Shari‘a maxim
that says: “The ruling revolves with its causes".
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