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ABSTRACT

As a result of the National Struggle, which can also be described as the struggle for the
survival of Turkishness, the Turkish nation has shown the whole world what they can endure
for the sake of an inch of land even under very difficult conditions. In the absence of a regular
army during the period of the National Struggle, we see that a number of patriotic formations
emerged to protect the unity of the homeland. These formations, called Kuva-yi Milliye,
mean voluntary militia units that came together against the occupation forces for the
independence of the homeland by taking strength from their national feelings. During the
National Struggle, Turkish people supported the independence movement in all regions. In
this process, Bayat district of Afyonkarahisar, known for its proximity to strategic cities in
the National Struggle such as Eskisehir, Aksehir and Afyonkarahisar, was exposed to the
occupation attempts of the Greek army in its struggle for independence. Although Bayat was
not directly in the hot spot in the Battle of Sakarya and the Major Assault of Turkish Army
due to its location, it was a settlement where the necessary military services and Tekalif-i
Milliye orders were implemented for the National Struggle. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey,
who has not been sufficiently mentioned in the pages of history, came to his hometown Bayat
as a result of the arrest warrant issued by the Istanbul Government against him, supported the
Kuva-yi Milliye movement in the Central Anatolia region and played an active role in
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suppressing the rebellions that emerged in the immediate vicinity. One of the important
works of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey in this process is that he united the militia forces around
him under his command and established the Karakegili National Regiment and created an
important support force for the National Struggle. In this study, which was created by making
use of archival documents, memoirs, researches and information in periodicals, we aimed to
make a historical contribution to the understanding of the local and national values of Turkish
independence.

Keywords: Bayat, Turkish National Struggle Period, Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey,
Qaimagam Arif Bey, Karakegili National Regiment

0z

Turkligiin hayatta kalma miicadelesi olarak da nitelenebilecek Milli Miicadele neticesi Tiirk
milleti ¢ok zor sartlar altinda kalsa bile bir karis topragi ugruna nelere gogiis gerebilecegini
tiim diinyaya gostermistir. Milli miicadele doneminde diizenli ordunun yoklugunda vatanin
birliginin korunmast i¢in bri takim vatanperver olusumlarin ortaya ¢iktigini gérmekteyiz.
Kuva-yi Milliye olarak adlandirilan bu olusumlar isgal altindaki vatan topraklarini milli
duygularindan gii¢ alarak, vatamn bagimsizlig1 i¢in isgal kuvvetlerine kars1 bir araya gelmis
goniilli milis birlikler anlamina gelmektedir. Milli Miicadele déneminde Tiirk halki bolge
bolge bagimsizlik hareketini desteklemistir. Bu siirecte Eskisehir, Aksehir ve Afyonkarahisar
gibi Milli Miicadelede stratejik sehirlere olan yakinlig: ile bilinen Afyonkarahisar’in Bayat
ilgesi bagimsizlik yolunda verdigi miicadelesinde Yunan ordusunun isgal girisimlerine maruz
kalmistir. Bayat konumu itibariyle Sakarya Meydan Muharebesi ve Biiyiik Taarruz’da
dogrudan sicak noktada bulunmamasmma ragmen milli miicadele i¢in gerekli askeri
hizmetlerin, Tekalif-i Milliye emirlerinin uygulandigi bir yerlesim yeri olmustur. Tarih
sayfalarinda yeteri kadar s6z edilmeyen Yarbay Arif Bey Istanbul Hiikiimetinin kendisi
hakkinda ¢ikartmis oldugu yakalama emri neticesi memleketi Bayat’a gelerek Orta Anadolu
bolgesinde Kuva-yi Milliye hareketine destek vermis ve yakin cevrede ortaya cikan
isyanlarin bastirilmasinda etkin rol oynamistir.  Yarbay Arif Bey’in bu siiregte
gerceklestirdigi 6nemli calismasindan birisi de c¢evresinde bulunan milis giigleri kendi
komutasi altinda birlestirmesi ve Karakecili Milli Alaymi kurup milli miicadele i¢in dnemli
bir destek kuvveti olusturmasidir. Bu 6nemli olaylara sahitlik eden Afyonkarahisar’in Bayat
ilgesinin Milli Miicadele yillarinda cereyan eden olaylarn arsiv belgelerine, hatiratlar,
aragtirmalar ve siireli yayinlardaki bilgilerden yararlanarak olusturulan c¢aligmada, Tiirk
bagimsizliginin mahalli ve milli degerlerinin anlagilmasina tarihi bir katki saglanmasi
amaglanmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Bayat, Milli Miicadele Donemi, Yarbay Arif Bey, Kaymakam Arif Bey,
Karakecili Milli Alay1

AHHOTALIUA

Typeukast HaIysA B CBOei HAIMOHAIHHO-0CBOOOIUTEIHHOM O0pBOE, KOTOPYIO TAKXKE MOXKHO
Ha3BaTh O0OPHOOH 32 BEDKMBaHHE TIOPKH3MA, IMOKa3ajia BCEMy MUpY, HA YTO OHa CIOCcOOHa
paau cBOel 3eMJIM, HaXOAACh B OYEHB TSKEIOM MOJOXKEHUM MEPEHECTH BCe TpyaHOCTU. B
YCIIOBHSAX OTCYTCTBHS PETY/SIPHOH apMHM B TIE€PHUOJ HAIMOHAIBHON OOpBOBI BUINM
BO3HMKHOBEHHE MNATPUOTHIECKHX ()OPMUPOBAHWN JUIS 3aIUTHI €IMHCTBA POmuHBL OTH
¢opmupoBanus, Ha3pBaeMble Kak “KyBa-iim Mmume”, SBISIOTCA — OTpsgaMu
JOOPOBOIBYECKOTO OMONYCHUS, OOBEIMHUBINMECS MPOTHB OKKYMAlMOHHBIX BOMCK 3a
HE3aBHUCHMOCTh POIUHBEL. BO BpeMs HalMOHaIBHOI 60pbOBI Typenknii Hapo MOAIECP KbIBAI
JBIDKEHHE OTIENBHBIX PETHOHOB 3a OOIIyI0 HE3aBUCHMOCTH. B 3ToM mporecce bastckwuit
paiion A¢dbroHKapaxucapa, M3BECTHBIN CBOEH OIN30CTHIO K CTPATErnIeCKUM TOPOJIaM, TAKUM
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Kak Dckumrexup, Axmexup u AdpoHKapaxucap BO BpeMs HallOHaJIbHOW O0pbObI oziBepres
TIOTIBITKAM BTOP)KEHHMSI TPEUECKOM apMHHU. XOTSI OH M3-32 CBOETO MECTOIIOJIOKEHHSI HE OBbLT
HETIOCPE/ICTBEHHO B ropsiueii Touke Bo BpeMsi OnTsbl pu Cakapbe u Bennkoro HacTymieHus,
OH CTaJI TOCEJIEHUEM, T7Ie IPUMEHSUINCH BOCHHBIE YCITyTH, HEOOXOAMMBIE JJIsl HAIMOHAJILHOM
60oprObl W mpukassl Tekanmup-u Mwume. IlomnomkoBHuk Apud bei, o xortopom
HEIOCTaTOYHO YIIOMUHAETCA Ha CTPAHUIAX UCTOPUH, IIpHUexXal B cBOil poaHoil ropox bast B
pesyisraTe opjepa Ha apecT, BBLIAHHOTO IpaBuTeibcTBOM CramOyna W Imoajepkan
nerxenne Kysa-itn Musuine B peruone LleHTpanbHONM AHATONNU U CHITPaJl aKTUBHYIO POJIb
B ITOJJABJICHUH BOCCTaHHM, BOSHUKIINX B HEMOCPEACTBEHHOH Onn3octu. OIHON U3 BaXKHBIX
pabor noxnonkoBHUKa Apuda bes B 3ToM mpomecce ObUI0 00bEIMHEHNE CHII OIIOIYEHHS
BOKpYT HETO I0J] €r0 KOMaHA0BaHUEM, co3anue Kapakeunnmniickoro HallMOHAIBHOTO MOJIKa
U CO3[JaHHe BAXXHOW CHJIBl TOAJCPKKH HalMOHaJIbHOW OoprObl. llenp maHHOTO
HCCIIEZIOBAHMs, CO3JaHHOTO Ha OCHOBE apXMBHBIX JOKYMEHTOB, BOCIIOMUHAHUMN, HAyYHBIX
WCCIIEIOBAHUH M TIEPHOJMYECKUX W3IaHHH O TIPOUCXOAAIIMX COOBITHAX B TOABI
HallMOHAILHON OOphOBl B basrckoMm paiioHe AdbOHKapaxucapa, H3yYUTb U BBISIBUTH
LIEHHOCTH MECTHBIX FepOEeB 3a HE3aBUCHUMOCTh TYPIHH.

KuroueBrble ciioBa: basit, neproji HAMOHAIILHOM OOPHOBI, TOMIOIKOBHUK Apud-0eii,
ryoepHaTop paiiona Apug-0oeii, Kapakeunaniickuii HAlIMOHATBHBIH MOJIK.

INTRODUCTION

Afyonkarahisar, which was an independent province during the War of
Independence and was called Karahisar-1 Sahip, is at a strategic point with important
transportation networks (Ertoy, 2020). Located at the crossroads of Ankara-Antalya, Istanbul-
Konya, Ankara-izmir railroads, the city has military importance as well as economic
importance (Atabek, 1997: 402). With this feature, it attracted the attention of many states
and was controlled by the British, French and Italians until the Greek occupation (Dagdemir,
2003: 88). Afyonkarahisar was seen as a key point of a possible Anatolian operation by the
Greeks due to its location close to Ankara (Uyan, 2004). For this reason, the Greeks occupied
the city on March 28, 1921 and left the city on April 7 after the Second Inonu Victory. On
July 13, 1921, the city was again captured by the Greeks and the second occupation lasted 13
months and 13 days. On August 27, 1922, the city, which was important in the National
Struggle, was liberated from Greek occupation. On the other hand, Bayat, the district of
Afyonkarahisar, and its surrounding villages had an important place in the National Struggle.
It is known that the district supported the Karakecili National Forces during the National
Struggle and Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey played an important role in this struggle (Altinbas,
2011: 92).

Looking at the history of Bayat district of Afyonkarahisar, it is understood that it
was founded by the Bayat tribe of Oghuz Turks in 1147 on the edge of Bayat Stream in its
present location (Aydin, 1984). The ancestor of the Turks is Oguz Khan. Oguz Khan had 6
sons named Giin Khan, Ay Khan, Yildiz Khan, G6k Khan, Dag Khan and Deniz Khan. Each
son gives four grandchildren to Oguz Khan. So the total number of grandchildren is 24. Bayat
tribe, one of the 24 tribes of Oghuzes, started with the appointment of some end principalities
to Afyonkarahisar region during the reign of Seljuk Sultan Alaaddin Keykubat (1203). Bayat
district, also known as Bar¢inli and Han Bar¢in, was an important accommodation place
during the Byzantine and Ottoman periods as it was on the Istanbul-Baghdad caravan route
(Aydin, 1984). Bayat was a small town affiliated to Emirdag (formerly Aziziye) district
during the War of Independence. According to the 2021 census, the population of Bayat is
7687 in general. Its surface area is 465 km?. It is 46 km away from Afyonkarahisar on the
Afyonkarahisar-Ankara highway (Afyonkarahisar Valiligi, 2023). However, since the
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Afyonkarahisar-Ankara highway had not yet been built during the War of Independence due
to the harsh conditions of Kdroglu Beli (altitude: 1420 m) and there was no railway network
passing through Bayat, transportation from Afyonkarahisar to Bayat was provided only
through Bolvadin and Emirdag. Bayat district was more protected against the Greek army in
times of occupation due to this location. This increased the possibility of being an important
pillar of the Kuva-yi Milliye organizations for Afyonkarahisar and its surroundings before
the establishment of the regular army. Bayat, which was right next to significant military
operations during the years of the National Struggle, left a mark on the history page with its
support for this struggle. Even if it was not exactly at the focal point in the first years of the
National Struggle, the local people did not spare the material and moral support they could.
However, since Bayat district was a small town of Emirdag during the occupation and the
National Struggle periods, many important events related to Bayat have been attributed to
Emirdag on the stage of history. Although there are studies in the literature on the importance
of Emirdag district in the National Struggle and Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey (e.g. Ertoy,
2020; Koksal, 2010; Tiirkmen, 2022), there is no study that deals with the liberation struggle
in Bayat. In this context, within the framework of this study, we have objectively tried to
compile all the relevant information about the place of Bayat in the National Struggle process
on the axis of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and the Karakeg¢ili National Regiment which was
established by him by making use of archival documents, memoirs, researches and
information in periodicals. With this work, the authors also endeavor to pay their debt of
loyalty to their great-grandfather Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey. Since there is no memoir
written by Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey himself and there are no reports on the actual
occupation of Bayat in the archives of the Turkish General Staff, the study was eventually
shaped by summarizing the narratives of the second generation informants as well. This
documentation is expected to contribute to the international historical literature regarding the
Turkish National Struggle.

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's Life and Services Before the War of
Independence

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey (also known by his rank of "district governor" in the
Ottoman Army at the time), one of Central Anatolia's most important military-origin qua-
nationalists, was the son of Major Osman Bey, one of the Hac1 Mustafa sons of Bayat Town's
local families (Koksal, 2010). Osman Bey's children from his marriage with his first wife
Dondii continue the family lineage in Bayat with the surname "Bulut" (Bayat Population
Registry, 2023). According to a rumor, Arif Bey was born in Harput in 1875 to Osman Bey's
second wife, a daughter of a soldier whom he married in Istanbul (Koksal, 2010). However,
he would become famous with the nickname "Bayatli" due to his family affiliation and the
fact that the main base of action in the National Struggle was located here. Like his father,
Arif Bey was married twice. His first wife was the daughter of Ferik Omer Liitfi Pasha. From
this marriage, his daughter Kadriye (surnamed after as Alpman) and his son Liitfi Bey
(Retired Colonel Ahmed Liitfi Giingdr) were born. From his second wife, who was from
Diyarbakair, two daughters, Zekiye and Cahide, were born. Arif Bey, who graduated from the
War School in 1893 in 1895 and entered the military service as a midshipman (lieutenant)
with the registration number 1311 Infantry 27, was promoted to the rank of midshipman on
January 28, 1896, first midshipman in 1898, captain in 1902, captain in 1908, major in 1914
and lieutenant colonel (formerly called as Qaimagam in the Ottoman Army) on March 1,
1917, according to the information in the registration chart based on his retirement in the
Archive of the Turkish Ministry of National Defense (Koksal, 2010). Arif Bey served in
Yemen for a year in 1909-1910 and subsequently participated in the Tripoli, Balkan and
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World War 1. Although it is reported that he fought close to Mustafa Kemal as the commander
of the 12" Regiment in Anafartalar on the Canakkale (Dardanelles) front during the World
War I and that he later served with the same regiment in Diyarbakir and Bitlis, we do not yet
have the data to confirm this information (iplik¢ioglu, 1994). Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey is
often confused with Mehmed Arif Bey, nicknamed "Ayic1" (bear-leader), who served in
Canakkale and Eastern Anatolia at roughly the same time as Mustafa Kemal. In a petition of
complaint about the atrocities committed in the Midyat, Savur and Besiri districts, it is
understood that Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey served as the Commander of Mardin Kuvve-i
Takibiye in 1917 (Tirkmen, 2022).

While he was in the rank of licutenant colonel, he was appointed as a member of
the Izmir Central Command Committee of Investigation. He personally experienced the
Greek atrocities during the occupation, both at the 17" Corps Command Headquarters and
other units, together with many other officers. In the report he prepared as a member of the
investigation committee, the ill-treatment he witnessed is included with all its nakedness and
how his friends were killed is described in detail (Baykal, 1969; Tiirkmen, 2016). During and
after the occupation of izmir, Colonel Bekir Sami, Colonel Kazim Ozalp, Colonel Sefik Aker,
Lieutenant Colonel Ali Cetinkaya, Captain Siileyman Sururi, Captain Tahir etc. were military
leaders who united the support of military units with the Kuva-yi Milliye. These are an
indication that the organization of national forces gained momentum around Bandirma and
Balikesir. There is no definite information about whether Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was
among those who left Izmir and came to Bandirma. Most probably Arif Bey moved with
them and was expecting an important mission to be assigned him. Perhaps the promises made
were not fulfilled. This may have been the main reason why he decided to leave Bandirma
and come to Bayat. In mid-June 1919, he passed from Balikesir to Bursa together with retired
Major Abdullah, Engineer Captain Nurettin, an artillery officer and eight soldiers. He did not
stay long in Bursa. On his way to Bayat via Eskisehir, he was intercepted in Seyitgazi on
June 21, 1919 by the Gendarmerie Platoon Commander, Major Rodoslu Aydin Efendi, on the
instructions of the governor of Eskisehir, and asked to surrender. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey
did not respond positively to this call. In a clash with the gendarmes, one of his companions
named "Tireli Isa" was killed. Abdullah Bey and a soldier were arrested. The incident was
described in detail in an encrypted telegram dated 23.06.1919 and numbered 506, sent from
the Eskisehir Military Staff to the 1% Corps Military Staff (MSB, 1958). Arif Bey, who did
not surrender to the Seyitgazi gendarmerie, reached Bayat with the rest of his companions
and went to the plateau on the Egerli mountain near the town center (Bulut, 2021).

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's Days in Bayat and the Establishment of the
Karakecili National Regiment

While Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was residing in a cave with his companions in
his plateau on Egerli Mountain, orders were given to the 2" Army Inspectorate in Konya to
capture and neutralize him. In his reply telegram dated July 17, 1919, General Selahattin,
Deputy Inspector of the Second Army, stated that "it was understood as a result of the
investigation that none of District Governor Arif Bey and his friends were in Seyitgazi and
its vicinity". Later on, in addition to this telegram, he wrote a telegram on July 28th,
describing the incident in detail. However, the istanbul Government did not let Arif Bey go
as he wished. An order was issued for the arrest of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, a member
of the Izmir Committee of Investigation, and his friends (Koylu, 2015).

In addition to being from Bayat, Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey knew the
surrounding area very well as he had served as an officer in Afyonkarahisar Redif Brigade in
the previous years. He had a popular and fatherly personality. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey,
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who was apparently very uneasy about the Greek occupation and the order for his arrest, did
not stand idle and formed a considerable militia force in a short time with the groups he
gathered around him from the leaders of Bayat and the surrounding villages. According to
some oral sources, the militia force included Cerkez Mehmed from Emirdag, Kara Hiiseyin,
Cukurkuyulu Acemoglu, Deli Haci from Holuz, Kiirt Ali Cavus, Corporal Sadik, Tasbas
Mehmed (Mehmed Pehlivan) from Catalli Village, Akpinarli Kopuk, Sergeant Pomekli
Cumali, Sergeant Yusuf- son of Abdiilkadir Hoca from Elhan Village, Kara Ahmed -son of
Sogukkuyulu Pala, Tabaklarli Kara Vahid some of whom were former gunmen and gang
members (Durmaz, 2003). Since there was no surname law during the Ottoman period,
people were referred to by their nicknames, their fathers' names, their ethnic origins or their
hometowns. This is also the reason why Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was called “Bayath”
(means someone from Bayat).

The militia force was called the "Karakeg¢ili Detachment"” or later the "Karakegili
National Regiment" because the "Karakecili" Turkmen tribes had a special reputation among
the Turkmens belonging to various Oghuz tribes residing in the settlements in the region
(Koksal, 2010). In this context, perhaps Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey also considered himself
as one of the "Karakecili". As in many parts of Anatolia, there is a dense Oghuz Turkmen
settlement in the Afyonkarahisar-Kiitahya-Eskisehir triangle, especially around Bayat and
Emirdag (Halacoglu, 2009; Siimer, 1980). During the days he spent in the plateau in Bayat,
Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey had both a sheltered place and the opportunity to think and plan
the steps he would take for the National Struggle. It is quite plausible that he preferred his
hometown to hide against the arrest warrant issued by the Istanbul Government which might
be under the strong influence of the British commanders. His fellow countrymen were very
hospitable to Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and his men and provided them with food and
lodging. In this process, Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was fully convinced that he no longer
had any ties with the Istanbul Government, which had issued an arrest warrant for him, and
decided to establish an armed organization against the occupation. (Bulut, 2021). In Bayat,
he started his work with great self-confidence as a result of the favor of the local people
towards him, and then went to Emirdag and made Cerkez Mehmet's inn his headquarters
(Tirkmen, 2017).

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's Contribution to the National Struggle

The first step taken in the region to protect the unity of the homeland during the
period of te National Struggle was to make various attempts to establish the Miidafaa-i Hukuk
(Defence of Law) Society in Emirdag. In this struggle, the heroism and efforts of Nuri Bey,
the district governor of Emirdag, are noteworthy. Nuri Bey endeavored to make contact with
all the people he thought would be useful and made an admirable effort to ensure that the
movement reached as wide a mass as possible. While Nuri Bey was carrying out these
activities, on the other hand, Mufti Hiiseyin Fevzi Efendi, who was among the important
figures of the district, contacted the gangs in and around Emirdag in an effort to participate
in the National Struggle and asked them to be with them in the service of the homeland.
Accordingly, Balcamli Yusuf, Cukurcali Ibrahim, Yazilili Osman, Bavurdulu Yériik Eyiip,
Bayatlh Sinan, and others joined the resistance movement (Dasdemir, 2003: 97). While Nuri
Bey and Mufti Hiiseyin Fevzi Efendi were carrying out their activities, Lieutenant Colonel
Arif Bey continued his actual attempts. The core organization, which was named the
Karakegili Regiment as a result of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's efforts, became one of the
important elements of the Emirdag Miidafaa-i Hukuk Society (Altinbas, 2011: 93). Among
the personalities in the administrative council of the Emirdag Miidafaa-i Hukuk Cemiyeti
were Havaoglu Haci Hiiseyin, Hac1 Bekiroglu Mustafa, Kalenderzade Abdiilkadir, Cer¢i

86



The Role of Bayat in the Turkish National Struggle Process on the Axis ...

Yusuf, Mazoglu Salih, Mukaveleci Ismail, Kiirt Mehmet Cavus, Tatar Ahmet Usta, Miiftii
Sabri Efendi, Cerkez Matus Mehmet, Arap Ahmet oglu Abdil Aga and former District
Governor Nuri Bey. At the lower levels, Giyretoglu Hamdi, Karacadrenli Eskiya, Unlii Oglu
Tahir, Kolansamli1 Sart Bekir, Kolangamli Tagbag Mehmet, Elhanli Abdiilkadir Hocaoglu
Sergeant Yusuf Cavus, Sergeant Ali Serif, Hamzahacili Mistik Efe, Hostenoglu Celil, Cerkez
Osman, Boyali Mustafa, Milletoglu Ismail, Akpmarli Kopuk, Holuzlu Deli Haci,
Cukurkuyulu Acemoglu, Pérnekli Cumali and Elmas Pehlivan were present (Kocabas). In
addition to military organizations, the Miidafaa-i Hukuk Society in the district sent various
telegrams to the authorities about the survival of the country (Sarikoyuncu & Saritkoyuncu,
2019).

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, who made a name for himself during the National
Struggle period with the Karakegili National Regiment he founded, was appointed as
Afyonkarahisar National District Commander, including Alasehir, by Mustafa Kemal Pasha
with a telegram dated September 9, 1919, upon the proposal of Ali Fuat Pasha, who was
appointed as the Commander of the Western Anatolian General Kuva-yi Milliye following
the Sivas Congress. When the atrocities committed by the Greeks in the places they occupied
became known among the people of Afyonkarahisar, this situation caused uneasiness in the
city. As a result of the atrocities, the people began to harbor great hatred and anger against
the Greeks. Realizing that the danger caused by the Greeks could harm them in a short time,
the people of Afyonkarahisar, under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, formed
the Afyonkarahisar Kuva-yi Milliye Union with Salih Kesri, Hodja Ismail Siikrii (Celikalay),
Hasan Cercel, 23" Brigade Commander Omer Liitfi Bey, Hodja Nebil Efendi, telegraph
officers Hadi Bey and Ali Bey (Celik 1999: 245). Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey with his forces
raided the armory of the British occupation forces in the Municipality Gas House one night
and smuggled the weapons and ammunition here to Erkmen, which was also the center of the
division headquarters, and brought them to the service of the National Struggle. He then
forcibly removed Mahmut Mabhir, the Mutasarrif (in the Ottoman administrative system, the
administrative head of province) of Afyonkarahisar, who was constantly trying to undermine
the National Movement, from the city. When Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey arrived in
Afyonkarahisar, the Redd-i ilhak (rejection of annexation) Society had just been established
in the city. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey made significant contributions to the transformation
of the Redd-i ilhak Society into the Miidafaa-i Hukuk Society (Ilgar, 2000).

Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, with the forces under his command, was trying to
stop the Greek advance on the one hand, and on the other hand, he had to deal with the
internal revolts that broke out at that time. Following the failures of the cavalry company and
the machine gun platoon in the 1% Bozkir Uprising, Karake¢ili National Regiment in
Afyonkarahisar was shifted to Seydisehir in the region of the rebellion as part of the measures
taken by the authorities. Therefore, Arif Bey and his regiment were among those assigned to
suppress this great rebellion (Iplikgioglu et al., 2000; Tiirk Istiklal Harbi, 1974). When Arif
Bey returned to Afyonkarahisar from Bozkir, he could not tolerate the British flag flying on
the high school building and ordered his men to take it down (Oguz, 1960). Due to his success
in the suppression of the 1% Bozkir Uprising, Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, together with his
Karakecili National Regiment consisting of 210 horsemen and 55 infantrymen, left
Afyonkarahisar for Ankara by train on April 22, 1920 on the eve of the opening of the Turkish
Grand National Assembly to intervene in the uprisings in the Western Black Sea Region.
Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and his regiment achieved great success against the rebels
around Bolu, Diizce, Nallthan and Beypazar (Uyan, 2004).

During the period of the War of Turkish Independence, Karakecili National
Regiment did not only record its name in regional victories, but also supported the congresses
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where the liberation of the country was planned. In 1919, a congress was convened in
Balikesir, which is located on the Izmir-Bandirma Railway line, in order to organize the
Kuva-yi Milliye troops, which acted irregularly upon the increasing occupation of the Greek
army in Western Anatolia, into a regular organization and to carry out the resistance in a
planned manner, and with the proposal of Hacim Muheddin Bey, it was decided to hold the
next meeting in Alasehir (Konukg¢u, 2000). After the congress, the settlements on the current
route were informed about the decisions taken. It was announced that the Congress would
convene in Alasehir on August 16, 1919. While Erzurum and Sivas Congresses were
convened after the occupation of Izmir, Balikesir, Izmir, Nazilli and Alasehir Congresses
continued their activities in Western Anatolia, and important decisions were taken in these
congresses (Urfali, 2011: 88). After completing their equipment and soldier deficiencies, the
Karakeg¢ili Regiment moved from Emirdag to participate in the Alasehir Congress and to
support the Western Front (Urfali, 2011: 88). In Alasehir, they were welcomed by the forces
of Cerkez Ethem and placed in the front section allocated to them. After fighting for 5-6 days,
Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's forces faced a fierce attack by the Greeks. Lieutenant Colonel
Arif Bey, realizing that further resistance would cause great losses since the Greek forces
were superior in terms of soldiers and weapons and their positions were higher up, realized
that it was more realistic to form a new front in a suitable terrain further back. He orders his
forces to retreat. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and the Karakecili Regiment under his
command participated in the Alasehir Congress held on August 16-25, 1919 and complied
with the decisions taken there. Accordingly, the Congress also touched upon the District and
Front Organizations of the Harekat-1 Milliye (National Operations) organizations and duties
and responsibilities were planned according to their ability to function. The Alasehir
Congress ended on August 25, 1919 (Urfali, 2014: 43). Meanwhile, Mustafa Kemal and the
delegation had been in Sivas for 4 months. The shortage of financial resources to leave Sivas
was at its peak. On December 2, 1919, he wrote to Arif Bey, the Commander of the Karahisar
Kuva-yi Milliye, that he would be grateful if a few thousand liras were sent, provided that
they did not harm or offend the locals (Atatiirk'iin Biitiin Eserleri). Although there is no
document in the archives regarding Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey's response to this request
for aid, it can be assumed that the residents of Afyonkarahisar and its districts including
Bayat, under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, collected and sent the requested
amount.

The Martyrdom of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and the Disbandment of
Karakecili National Regiment

The Karakecili National Regiment, which participated in the Alasehir Congress,
also contributed to the suppression of the 1% and 2" Bozkir uprisings and later Bolu and
Diizce uprisings (Tirkmen, 2022). However, in the meantime, Major Riistii was wanted to
be hanged by Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey because he could not manage his detachment well
in Gerede. Some prominent people intervened and dissuaded Arif Bey from this idea. Arif
Bey, who withdrew with his forces during the suppression of the Bolu and Diizce uprisings,
during his short stay in Kizilcahamam, while waiting for the participation of new forces and
preparing for duty, on the other hand, he continued his activities to win the villagers in favor
of the nationalist movement and enlisted volunteers from among them. However, on the night
of May 11-12, 1920, he was unexpectedly martyred with a Mauser bullet to his head while
sleeping in his tent (Koksal, 2010). His tragic death caused great sorrow and reactions both
in his own regiment and in the public opinion. When Mustafa Kemal Pasha took the floor in
the second (secret) session of the meeting of the Turkish Grand National Assembly held on
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Monday, May 17, to give information about internal affairs, he started his speech with the
incident of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey and gave the following information:

"In my last information, I stated that a regiment under the command of Arif Bey
had arrived in Yabandbdd (the old name of Kizilcahamam) and joined forces with the Kuva-
yi Milliye there. Four or five days ago, Arif Bey met an accident. You have probably heard
about it. He was killed while lying in his tent in Yabandabdd. Our investigations so far have
not led us to a clear conclusion. Some people say that this accident could have been caused
directly by those who were around him, due to the fact that he was a violent man and that he
had put some pressure on his men during the operations. However, there is also some
information that the people who were close to him may have planned and this is how the
incident occurred. In any case, there is no clear and definite information. However, a
thorough investigation is being carried out, sir." (TBMM, 1920).

However, despite all efforts, the veil of mystery behind his assassination could not
be lifted. As Mustafa Kemal Pasha emphasized in his statement in the Turkish Grand National
Assembly, the opinions on the assassination were mostly centered on the point that the
assassination was committed and operated from within his own regiment or, on the contrary,
by an external hand. At this point, the assassination of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was a
very important loss for the National Forces trying to suppress internal rebellions. With the
death of Arif Bey, Karakeg¢ili Regiment disbanded, never to regroup again (Koksal, 2010).
Thereupon, the men of Karakecili Regiment, who loved their commander very much and
were deeply loyal to him, asked for permission to return to their villages. Two sentries, First
Lieutenant fhsan, the adjutant who was sleeping in the tent next to Arif Bey at the time of the
assassination, and Major Riistii, the commander of Kizilcahamam Detachment, were arrested
for the investigation into the incident (Genelkurmay Baskanligi).

Arif Bey’s tragic death caused the page of his service in the National Struggle to
close early. However, his name was not forgotten after his death, on the contrary, it grew day
by day. Among the people in his service area and especially among his compatriots in Bayat,
his fatherly, but sometimes temperamental, implacable and frightening attitude, his short-
lived customary rule, embellished with various heroic stories, turned into an epic that is still
being told today. There are even strong rumors that Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was the one
who fired the first bullet against the enemy during the occupation of Izmir, which took place
while he was a member of Izmir Central Command Committee of Investigation (Kurtulus
Gazetesi, 2011). Years later, as a result of the loyal initiatives of Bayat Municipality and the
Turkish Armed Forces, a statue of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was erected in Bayat district
square (See Appendix 2).

Occupation of Emirdag's District Center and Bayat's Role in the National
Struggle

In the period after Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey’s death, the inability to adequately
provide for the needs of the army in the struggle for independence led Mustafa Kemal Pasha
to seek support from existing resources. The Tekalif-i Milliye (National Mandatory Taxes)
order was issued on August 7-8, 1921 with the idea of providing the needs of the military
units and increasing the welfare level of the army (Savkili, 2011). The Tekalif-i Milliye
Orders issued just before the Battle of Sakarya were welcomed positively also in Bayat as
they were accepted throughout the country. In spite of the fact that the people of Bayat were
not intimidated or witnessed a de facto occupation, responded to these orders by sharing what
they had with the state albeit limited.

Eight days after the Tekalif-i Milliye Order, Emirdag district center was occupied
by the Greeks on August 16, 1921 (Avci, 1995: 10). Greek soldiers occupied Emirdag from
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the borders of Yiiregil-Giineysaray and Disli-Ozburun with the aim of reconnaissance and
material and moral losses of the people of the region (Ertoy, 2020). During this occupation,
the Greeks could not enter Bayat, which was then affiliated to Emirdag but was more
sheltered and not on the route of the Greeks. However, the grandchildren of the local people
who lived through the period of the National Struggle have always heard from their
grandfathers and grandmothers that Greek soldiers came to Pirenli bridge near Bayat, but the
men of Bayat did not let the Greeks into the town with their braveness (Bulut, 2021). The
Greek soldiers demanded small cattle from Bayat to meet the food needs of their army, but
their request was harshly rejected. Considering that all the men who could hold a gun first
joined the Kuva-yi Milliye and then the regular army, it is admirable that the remaining
children, sick and old men were able to resist in this way. Although there was no de facto
occupation of Bayat, the men who stayed behind hid their women in haystacks and sent their
animals to the plateau, and then fought and risked death if necessary.

In the meantime, after completing their work in Emirdag and putting things in
order, the Greek soldiers moved again by placing a sufficient number of military forces
behind them. Turkish troops, who wanted to take advantage of the resulting security gap,
deployed in the district and organized a sudden raid on the Greek forces, and the Greek troops
scattered in panic. Turkish forces captured the Greek headquarters and camps and neutralized
the soldiers they captured (Urfali, 2011: 71). On August 13, 1921, the Greek army moved
from Afyonkarahisar and Eskisehir and started the assault on August 23. The Battle of
Sakarya, the impact of which would be felt in the homeland for years, started. Until
September 10, an epic defense was displayed against superior Greek forces. On September
10, Commander-in-Chief Mustafa Kemal Pasha ordered the attack, and the power of the
Greek forces was neutralized until September 13. The 22-day war, which caused heavy losses
in the region, ended with the defeat of the Greeks (Urfal1 2014: 75). Greek troops started to
disperse by fleeing towards Afyonkarahisar without a plan and re-entered Emirdag. They
destroyed settlements and burned down all 66 villages and parts of 57 villages in Emirdag,
Haymana and Mihaliggik. We have not found any evidence that Bayat was included. Later,
on September 22, 1921, Greek troops withdrew towards Afyonkarahisar, and the military
losses of the enemy gradually increased with the struggle of the patriotic gangs against the
Greek armed forces. With the victorious conclusion of the Battle of Sakarya, the Western
Front headquarters was moved to Aksehir and the Sivrihisar-Emirdag-Bolvadin-Cay-Suhut-
Aksehir defense and offensive line was established. All in all, on August 16, 1921, Emirdag
district, which was subjected to Greek occupation, was liberated from occupation after 36
days of captivity by the people who did not want to leave their homeland under the enemy's
feet and the army devoted to the National Struggle (Ertoy, 2020). In this way, the de facto
occupation threat to Bayat, which is located in a relatively more inland region, ended.

CONCLUSION

The sons and daughters of the motherland from all over the country, who came
together for the sake of unity without discriminating between rich and poor, peasant and
urbanite, and tradesmen and farmers, took part in the National Struggle at the cost of their
lives. Although the heroic people who participated from different parts of the country faced
many problems, they did not think for a moment to give up this glorious resistance. During
this period when the Turks were going through the most difficult days in history, besides the
heroic nation, traitors who prioritized their personal interests over the interests of the country
due to their ignorance and prejudice caused the conditions in the country to become more
difficult (Selek, 1987: 73). The martyrdom of Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey by friendly fire
was one of the events that disrupted the struggle. Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey was a
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commander who came to his hometown Bayat following the Istanbul Government's decision
to arrest him, organized the brave people who took up arms and made unique contributions
to the National Struggle. As a result of the courage of commanders like Mustafa Kemal Pasha
and Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey, although the existence and unity of Anatolia was threatened
for reasons, the nation defeated the enemies by using its last means and wrote the power of
the Turks in history (Ertoy, 2020). The people of Bayat, who supported and contributed to
the National Struggle without hesitation, took their place in the administrative structure of
the Republic of Tiirkiye, which was established after independence. The great victory once
again demonstrated how difficult it was to achieve the integrity of the homeland during the
National Struggle.
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Appendix: Lieutenant Colonel Arif Bey Statue in Bayat

BAYATLI YARBAY ARF BEY
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