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Kadi Abdiilcebbar’in

Dilin Vaz‘ma Dair Kelami Yaklasim

Oz

Dini disiplinlerde ele alinan her meselenin konuyla
ilgili varid olan naslar gergevesinde temellendirilmesi
ilk donemlerden itibaren 6nemli bir metot halini almistir.
Dilin vaz1 meselesi de bu metot ile ele alinmistir. Dilin
vaz'mi dogrudan konu edinen herhangi bir nas olmayin-
ca baz1 kesimler konuyu dolayli olarak delil olabilecek
naslar lizerinden temellendirmeye ¢alismiglardir. Mu‘te-
zili distiniir Kadi Abdiilcebbar, ilk olarak dilin vaz‘ina
dogrudan kaynaklik edebilecek nakli bir delilin olma-
digini ifade etmis ve meseleyi salt kelami bir zeminde
temellendirmeye ¢aligmistir. Kadi Abdiilcebbar, Mu‘te-
zile’nin kelam diisiincesi igerisinde onemli bir yeri olan
teklif, tevhid, adalet ve hiisiin kavramlar1 ¢ergevesinde
meseleye yaklasmistir. Oncelikle Kadi Abdiilcebbar’in
varlik alemindeki ilk dilin zorunlu bilgi ifade eden isaret
ile ortaya ¢ikmig olmasi gerektigini ve igaretin de Allah
hakkinda diisiiniilemeyecegini savunarak Mu‘tezile’nin
tevhid ilkesine vurgu yaptigi ortaya konulmustur. Son-
ra ise gelenek icerisinde yogun olarak atif yapilan teklif,
adalet ve hiisiin-kubuh kavramlari iizerinden meseleyi te-
mellendirmesi incelenmistir. Daha sonra ise dilin vaz‘ile
baglantili olarak ve keldmfi diislince ilizerinden ele alinan
dilde nakil ve ser‘1 hakikatler ile ilgili gortisu takip edil-
mistir. Bu ¢calismada, analitik bir metot kullanilarak Kadi
Abdiilcebbar’in dilin vaz1 meselesini sozii edilen kav-
ramlar lizerinden kelami perspektifle temellendirdigi ve
ilk donem dini tartigmalar i¢erisinde 6nemli bir yeri olan
ser‘1 hakikatleri dilde nakil diisiincesi iizerinden izah et-
tigi ortaya konulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Dilin vaz1, Kadi Abdiilcebbar,
Tevhid, Adalet, Teklif.
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Al-Qadi Abd Al-Jabbar’s Theological Approach
To The Science Of Semantics

Abstract

Since the first period, it has been a crucial methos to
support every topic covered by religious sciences within
the context of the divine text (nass) proofs. Science of
semantics (Vaz’) has also been approached by this met-
hod. Some groups have attempted to build the science of
semantics on texts (nass) that can serve as indirect proof
as there isn’t a text (nass) that deals directly with seman-
tics. Since no proof could be directly attributed to the
science of semantics, the Mu’tazilite theologian Al-Qad1
Abd Al-Jabbar attempted to base the matter entirely on a
theological (kalam) basis. Al-Qadi Abd Al-Jabbar hand-
led the problem within the framework of the notions of
liability (taklif), divine unity (tawhid), divine justice, and
good-evil (husn-kubuh), which are significant in Mu’ta-
zila’s conception of kalam. Al-Qadi Abd Al-Jabbar first
highlighted the notion of tawhid of Mu’tazila by saying
that the first, language in the realm of existence should
emerge with the sign conveying the required knowledge
and that the sign cannot be conceived about Allah. Then
it has been examined that the issue’s foundation is widely
referenced in the traditional notions of liability, justice,
and husn-kubuh (good-evil) which has huge importance
in Mutazili theology. Then, his perspective on language
transmission and shar’i truths, which is presented con-
cerning the science of semantics and theology, has been
adopted. Using analytic techniques, this study demonst-
rates that Qadi Abdulcebbar approached the issue of the
science of semantics from a theological viewpoint and
explained the shar’i truths, which played a major role in
early religious disputes, through the concept of transmis-
sion in language.

Keywords: Science of Semantics, Al-Qadi Abd
Al-Jabbar, Divine Unity, Divine justice, Liability.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

As a discussion subject, the formation issue of language the trace of which can be followed until
the antiquity has been the subject of many religious disciplines primarily kalam and methodology of
figh. Two basic views have been put forward about this subject. The first view is the view that
completely reject language formation phenomenon; that is, the comprehension property of language
emerged due to the natural reasons. Although this view was affiliated with some of Mu’tazilah
scholars and ahl al taksir, it is heavily associated with Abbad b. Suleyman, and that it was voiced by
many scholars that Abbad b. Suleyman entirely rejected formation phenomenon in language. In
addition to this, some methodologists such as Subki brought about the fact that the view of Abbad b.
Suleyman about the subject was possible to have two meanings. The second view is the view that
defends that the sign of comprehension of the language, which occurred as a result of a formation.

The scholars of methodology, who defend that language will signify meaning as a result of a
formation, have also fallen apart in the opinion about who formed the first language in the realm of
existence. There are those who argue that Allah created the first language and that there is no
involvement of individuals in the realm of existence at this point, there are also those who argue that
individuals in the realm of existence formed the first language. In addition to these two groups, also
a third group argues that an opinion cannot be made based on the data on the subject and that it is
more appropriate to abstain from this view at this point. The first view, which was famous as tawkif
view, was attributed to a group of imams and Zahiri scholars, language and figh scholars such as
Ash'ari, Ibn Fiirek, Amidi, and Ibn al Hajib. The second view, which is famous as the Muwadaa view,
is attributed to Abu Hashim and his companions, one of the leading scholars of Mu'tazilah, in some
sources, while in some other sources it is stated that this view is a common view among the
Mu'tazilah. The third view, which gained fame as the view of tawakkuf, was defended by al Bagqillani,
al Juwayni, al Ghazali and al Radi. Our author, Qadi Abd al Jabbar, argued that the first language in
the world of existence must have emerged with the consensus of individuals, and he put forward the
idea of muwadaa and grounded this view on some concepts of kalam.

Approaching the issues of figh method from a kalam perspective is an important feature of the

method tradition of mutakallim. The influence of the kalam perspective is intensely observed when
Qadi Abd al Jabbar's views on the formation of language, as well as many issues he dealt with on the
jurisprudence, are examined. Qadi Abd al Jabbar stated that there is no narrated evidence about the
formation of language and that the texts put forward by his opponents on the subject cannot be
evidence, so he tried to justify the issue within the framework of the understanding of kalam.
Qadi Abd al Jabbar based his views on the formation of language within the framework of the
concepts of tawhid, justice, proposal and husn-kubh, which have an important place in the thought
system of Mu'tazilah. Qadi Abd al Jabbar mentioned the importance of sign language in the formation
of the first language in the realm of existence and argued that it is not permissible for Allah to make
signs due to the attribute of tawhid. According to him, signing needs a place, and since Allah is
beyond space, it is unthinkable for Allah to use sign language. Thus, Qadi Abd al Jabbar grounded
his view on the formation of language on the principle of tawhid.

Evaluating the issue of formation of the first language in the realm of existence within the
framework of Allah's attribute of justice, Qadi Abd al Jabbar argued that Allah is adil (just), and that
all Allah’s actions occur within the framework of justice and that all of them must be beautiful
(hasen), and that it is not permissible for an action to occur against his justice. According to him,
addressing the interlocutor in his own language is worthy of Allah's justice and is beautiful, and
otherwise, it is ugly (kabih).

Evaluating the formation of language within the framework of Mu'tazilah's understanding of
value, Qadi Abd al Jabbar argued that the formation of language is also an action, and it is beautiful
for individuals in the realm of existence to come to terms with each other and to form a language,
based on the fact that it is one of the aspects that make the action ugly and should be done for a
purpose.

Qadi Abd al Jabbar, who also expressed his views on the proposal over the question of the
formation of the language, argued that it would contradict his views on the rational proposal to defend
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the language being formed by Allah and communicated to the individuals in the realm of existence
in a way that expresses essential knowledge. That is, the fact that Allah communicated the knowledge
of the state of language to individuals in the realm of existence as a necessity through inspiration
requires individuals to have mental abilities. With this mental ability, the individual understands what
is communicated to him. An individual with a mental faculty is also responsible for accessing the
knowledge of the essence of Allah and the will of Allah with his mind. Therefore, at this point, Qadi
Abd al Jabbar, who accepts that it is a contradiction to say that the individual is obliged to reach
knowledge about the essence of Allah with his mind and that the knowledge of the language that is
the will of Allah is communicated to individuals, argues that the fact that the first language was
communicated by Allah is the rationale accepted by the Mu'tazilah, which cannot be accepted within
the framework of the offer (taklif).

In our study, the issue of transfer in the language, which is an issue related to the formation of
the language, was also examined. The fact that there may be an act of transfer in the language and
that Allah conveys some concepts from their meanings in the language in the shari’ah address was
brought to the agenda by Vasil b. Ata, the founder of the Mu'tazilah, and Qadi Abd al Jabbar discussed
this view accepted by his school within the framework of his flexible view of the formation of
language. Qadi Abd al Jabbar claimed that the language that would form the basis for the intelligibility
of the address before the shari’ah address was put forward by the individuals in the realm of existence,
and he argued that this position could be changed by the individuals or by the Shari'ah. In this
direction, Qadi Abd al Jabbar argued that just as the true meaning of a word can take the form of a
metaphor, a figurative meaning could also be a real meaning. Likewise, he argued that it is permissible
to transfer a word from the meaning in which it was uttered in the language by gaining widespread
prevalence in the shari’ah address, and to use it for a different meaning or in the shari’ah address
other than the meaning it preached in the language. Along with these views, Qadi Abd al Jabbar
argued that the shari’ah truths should be declared by the Shari’ah, considering that the situations that
harm the intelligibility of the speech cannot be in question for the shari’ah address




