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The 1 999 

Minister 

I would first of all to conference organisers 
from Islamic Research Academy for 

I would to convey best wishes to 
organising today's meeting. I 

Academy on very 
undertaken to promote a 
research, of the role of Jerusalem 
the historic significance of Jerusalem bearing on 
lives of Muslim everywhere. For much of this century the City 
Jerusalem has been synonymous with conflict and violently 
conflicting claims of ownership. It is only through sort of 
discussion organised here today on Christian - Muslim relations 
in Jerusalem, that we will be able to break through 
that Jerusalem can ever exist under the exclusive ownership of 
one faith or nation. Even less that a political formula for 
Jerusalem based on the absolute rights of one nation at the 
expense of another will ever be a viable basis for peace. 
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I leave detailed of today's 
theme to the many experts gathered I 
contribute to the debate by saying ... , ,Ylrr11 0lf irn r• n  

and hopes for the resolution status of 
expectations of the new Labour-led government 
that you find the Labour Party concerns 
reflect your own concerns we recogmse 
equitable and just resolution to the to 
part of the wider Middle East peace. 

We meet today wake of a new 
Israel and the PN A on how to move 
process and also in the wake of two car 
presumably the work of a group 
peace negotiations. Experience 
diplomatic negotiations very often 
of violent opposition. As strongly as 
bring a lasting and just peace to the 
violent attempts to derail it. Events 
and Haifa on Sunday add to the sense 
view the need for a political solution to East ..., V' ._  ...... ... .. ..  ,, ..,. 

The agreement reached Egypt over the weekend is a 
welcome restart to the peace process has been at an 
effective standstill for the last 3 years. There are parts 
the agreement that bode well for over 
more land to the PNA, the long-awaited release of prisoners, 
opening of safe passages between Gaza and the 
the construction of Gaza seaport. It seems that both sides 
committed themselves to a more concrete set of aims 
deadlines, which will to bolster confidence 
of the Israelis and Palestinians progress 1s 
certainly welcome. 

It has always seemed sensible issue of the status 
of Jerusalem should have been designated as a final status issue, 
subject to negotiations on the final peace settlement. The 
reasoning of those who drew up the Oslo Agreement was that 
the interim period of the peace process was to be seen as an 
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opportunity to build the confidence of both Palestinians and 
Israelis in order to make agreement on the most sensitive issues a 
possibility. This incremental mechanism built into the agreement 
won the support of international seemed to 
offer the best chance of success. It can never have been 
envisaged, however, that Israel would adopt an interpretation of 
the Oslo agreement it to on colonising 
Jerusalem the intervening years as if no agreement been 
signed. policies were most 

can't ignore 
aggressive 
Labour Government 

has 
demographic changes 

1996-99 

democratic peace process ground to a 
expectations we have of the new Israeli 
most pressing must be 
policies 

or m 

along 
Nations believes 
determined� a view reflected 
that Jerusalem 
international status should 
inhabitants. Through the years of conflict and dramatic political 

97 

المكتبة الإلكترونية للمشروع المعرفي لبيت المقدس 
 www.isravakfi.org



Document: Opening Address to the 1 999 Conference 

change before after onset peace process, the need 
to uphold this position becomes ever more 
that five years on first signing of the Agreement, 
the Palestinian feel themselves to be rapidly losing rights 
and status Jerusalem. 

Many statistics anechdotal examples bear out this 
picture. negotiations forward movement in the 
peace process, Israel continues halting, to consolidate its 
hold on East Jerusalem its environs. goal is to 
alter balance its favour. 

on the OTs compiled by the 
"Peace Now" it was 42 

established since year's signing of 
River 14 of 

these have been set 
continue to view all settlements activity to provisions of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention, the pattern and nature of recent 
settlement activity OTs and particularly Jerusalem, 
demonstrate why it continues to poison the atmosphere why 
it represents such a threat to the prospects for a durable 
settlement. 

a recent legal opinion by the Judge Advocate General 
Israel, it was stated that of the 42 settlement 'outposts' set 
recent months, only 12 would be defendable before the High 

Court. In practise means that settlers have moved quickly 
onto sites were sometimes over 2 kilometre away from the 

settlement block have hastily applied for, received 
retroactive legal approval for their actions. They responded 

to the call by Ariel Sharon for Israelis to settle the hill
tops and take as much land as possible. And it seems to date that 

actions have paid off. It is these activities that must be dealt 
with swiftly and decisively by the new Israeli government. In an 
article by Uri Avnery over the weekend, he made the point that 

way one goes about making peace is as important as the 
peace settlement itself It will be compromising to the new 
government's ability to negotiate peace, if he does not 
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acknowledge the feelings of anger and resentment the 
Palestinian Community engendered these actions. It 
heartening to read that at end of 
to dismantle 5 h0mes of 
to expand a 
The accompanying statement from 
government will vigorously oppose 
steps". step is to welcomed 
such decisive 

East 
'-' '-' " "A V A A A V A A  ... 1S a cause 

as it clearly threatens to dictate 
the status of 

the n 1 <:i n n ·1 n  

Municipality set alarm ringing and provoked 
senous from International Community. It is feared, 
not unsurprisingly, this move is a forerunner to the extension 

the of whole of 

made plans to 
Bethlehem 
notorious for the aggressive and discriminatory security checks 
required of all Palestinians. This new checkpoint is allegedly to 
have one road for Israeli and tourists and another to 
accommodate Palestinians traffic. Apart from the and 
inevitable confrontation encouraged by this segregation, it is yet 
another signal that Israel continues to refuse to acknowledge 
Palestinian national rights in Jerusalem and that the state is taking 
steps to permanently exclude Palestinians from the City. Apart 
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from the sinister undertones of type of segregation, a 
concrete checkpoint has an air of finality about 
of Bethlehem are looking to peace negotiations to reinstate 
their freedom of movement and right to to from 
Jerusalem� building a permanent checkpoint to keep most 
Palestinians out is not inspiring confidence. 

We have had many cases brought to us recent years of 
Palestinians residents of Jerusalem threatened loss of their 
ID cards as a result of increasingly restrictive for 
eligibility to remain 'residents' Jerusalem. late July, Musa 
Budeiri a senior faculty member at University and 
resident of Jerusalem had his card withdrawn. My colleagues 
Geoff Hoon the minister then responsible, took the issue 
personally with the Israeli Government on a area. 
British Government is extremely policy of 
ID withdrawal and has raised issue the 
Israeli Government. We consider it to be an illegal and unjust 
attack on the rights of Arab residents of Jerusalem and will 
continue to raise it with the Israeli Government. To date, as far 
as we are aware, the case of Dr Budeiri remains unresolved and 
we look forward to the full restoration of right to residency 
his home city. 

In this regard, there have been encouraging signals from 
Interior Minister Sharansky who. despite his opposition to the 
new Wye Agreement, has made statements suggesting that Israel 
might review the policy of ID withdrawals and who has also 
pledged to ensure decent treatment for the Arab inhabitants of 
East Jerusalem. We would hope that this new approach will be 
based on protection and respect for the rights of the residents 
of East Jerusalem as stipulated in International Law. 

fact remains that policies continues apace in 
Jerusalem that reflect the determination which all Israeli 
governments have pursued the consolidation of Israeli 
sovereignty in Jerusalem. PM Barak, like his predecessors, has 
stated that the Jerusalem is non-negotiable, a so-called 'red line' , 
and that Jerusalem will remain the eternal and united capital of 
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Israel. The actions ground every day seems to underline 
refusal to 
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