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Turkish poetry anthologies in terms of function and nature (1928-1940) 

Abstract 

Anthologies are pieces of literature that gather specifically chosen literary works. Anthologies of 

poetry in Turkish Literature are quite limited. There are only two published works regarding 

anthologies on Turkish poetry until the alphabet reform (1st November 1928). One of them is a 

Masters dissertation in 1996 while the other one is an article published in 2000. Both of the works 

introduce anthologies and compared them. There seems to be no work related to anthologies 

published in the period called Early Republican Period Turkish Literature, Reforms Period Turkish 

Literature. Depending on such a gap, this study deals with 

anthologies of Turkish poetry published between 1928 and 1940. The study bears 23 anthologies 5 of 

which have samples of verse-prose while 18 of which are poems only. The study has two parts. In the 

first part, anthologies of folk literature, divan literature, and new Turkish poetry are individually and 

chronologically introduced. The second part concentrates on the characteristics and the functions of 

these anthologies. In this part, their pedagogical function, whether they are created within the 

framework of a literary canon, and the relation between anthology and reader are studied.   
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