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Abstract 

The concept of nafs ( ), which has an important place in many disciplines, has a rich range of 

meanings. Exposing the dictionary meanings of the word nafs in detail in the perspective of classical 

Arabic language dictionaries will help to clarify and properly understand the meanings of terms in 

different disciplines. In this respect, it is of great importance to make the etymology of the root n-f-s 

( ) with the help of classical dictionaries, which will serve as a reference for new studies about 

-'Ayn, which is accepted as the first systematic comprehensive 
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-

letter of the root, were preferred. In the first stage, the n-f-s root information in these dictionaries 

was examined in detail. Afterwards, the word nafs was discussed together with its plurals enfus ( ) 

and nufus ( ). In addition, the verb meters, which are thought to be decisive in the meaning of the 

word nafs, are mentioned, and the meaning differences between the dictionaries are determined by 

pointing out the relationship between the words nafs and Nefes ( ). Thus, a basic framework for 

the words "nefs" and "breath" has been put forward by making use of these two classical dictionaries. 

During the study, the meanings in these two classical dictionaries; verse, hadith-i sharif, Arabic 

poetry and idiomatic expressions were supported by witnesses. El- -

for its meticulousness in the determination of meanings, especially in transferring words to Turkish, 

-Khalil b. Ahmed said, the 

concept of the soul, which has more than one meaning, has been revealed. At the end of the study, it 

was seen that although the dictionary meanings of the word nafs are different from each other, there 

are some common points between them when their meanings in verb form are listed one after the 

other. The aim of this article is to try to reveal all the details about the lexical meaning of the root n-

f-s ( ) and to determine the developmental course of the meaning process with the help of these 

two dictionaries belonging to the first period. 

Keywords: Arabic language, -'Ayn, - , n-f-s ( ) root, nefs ( ), nefes ( ) 
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https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/221196 

- - . thk. Abdullah b. Abdulmuhsin et-
 

- - - - -
-  

- - el- - - -
-  

 (Cilt 15, s. 309-312). 
 

 (Cilt 7, s. 412-
 

el el-  (Cilt 36, s. 487-488). 
 

-Nefs - -
Ankara: Elis. 

ez- - . thk. Abdus -
Kuveyt. 

- -Hemz - - -
-  

ez- el- -  (7 b.). (Cilt 1-7). Be - -  

https://dohadictionary.org/dictionary/%D9%86%D9%81%D8%B3  

 


