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VOCABULARY TEACHING THROUGH CONCORDANCES iN THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH
FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES (ESF)

Giiler Ulkii YALGIN*

Abstract

This study aims at introducing vocabulary teaching through concordances in the teaching of English for
specific purposes (ESP). It focusses on how data from authentic language forms a context for selected
vocabulary of a specific genre.

The aim of the methodology emploved, vocabulary teaching at a point where grammar meets lexis are
introduced and some sugestions are given for the classroom.

OZEL AMACLI INGILIZCE OGRETIMINDE VERI TABANINA DAYALI SOZCUK OGRETIMI

Ozet

Bu galigma dogal dilden olugnirulacak veri wbam yoluyla Ozel Amagl Ingilizce Ggretiminde sozciik
Ggretiminin tanttimun: amaglamaktadiv, Ozgin dilin ézel bir alanla ilgili sézcitk seciminde nasil bir baglam
olugturdugu remel alinmshr.

Bu yontemin amaglar: ve sézciik Ggretimi dilbilgisi ife sozciik kesigme nokwasinda tamitimiy ve sinif
calismalart igin dnerilerde bulunwlmugstior.

1. Introduction

This paper tries to provide an introductory information on how access to a quality of
textual evidence that has not been available before can have contribution to vocabulary
teaching in ESP. Tribble and Jones (1990) briefly traces the history of concordancing from the
13" century in the task of producing a complete concordance of the Latin Bible. A
concordance being a collection of the occurences of a word-form, each in its own Lextual
environment can be considered as a text in itself. Tribble and Jones (1990:7) defines
concordance as a reference book containing all the works of a particular author (except,
usually, the very common grammatical words such as articles and prepositions), together with
a list of contexts in which each word occurs .In other words, a concordance is a list of
occurences of a particular word, part of a word or combination of words, in its corpus. A
corpus or concordance is a type of language database that collects examples from spoken or
written language. Examples are taken from all types of varying sources covering a wide range
such as works of literature, language of the media and everyday idiomatic language.The use
of computer in the design of a corpus is leading a wholesale changes in the collection of
data which do not follow clear-cut rules but represents great flexibilitv. Programs called
“concordance software were developed to perform all the tasks involved in compiling a
concerdance- locating all the occurences of a particular word and listing the contexts. The
evidence provided by computer helps us find explanations since a linguistic description which
is not supported by the evidence of the language has no credibility.
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Vocabulary knowledge covers a large part of language knowledge and language
learners are said to use language properly in the degree of their ability to access to the mental
lexizon (o Tetrieve 4 plece of “ready made” language appropriate to a particolar contest,
Recent research based on the hypotheses that hwman memory syslem stores lexical
representations in multiple forms (Bolinger, 1976; Pawley and Syder, 1983) have come up
with findings retlecting an element of “choice™ that has to be made during language use. Such
choice is referred Lo as “nativelike selection™ by Pawley and Syder (1983), Ketka(2000)
stresses the importance of multiword chumks in the investigation of the use of natural
language w lacilitale communicatve competence. She uses the term ' multiword chunk™ in the
sense used by Moon (1997:43) to refor 1o voeabulary ltems consisting of a sequence of two or
more words which semantically and/or syntactically form a mesningful and inseperable vnir
{collocations, idinms, phrasal verhs, fixed phareses with pragmatic functions, etc.} With the
growing intersst that the comprehansive study of language must be based on texwal evidence,
the approach employed is to have data ~based evidence from language use in a specific
profession and the problem & loding and 1denlitbying typieal examples, The focus will be an
vocabulary teaching through concordances,

2. The selection of voeabulary in ESP

The universal characteristic of all ESP courscs is that they do not rcach ‘general
English’ but specifically tailored courses for particular, identified learners with highly specific
needs, where the syliabus and materials involve the selection of specialized language andior
restriciion of the “skills” taught. The criteria for the design of an eppropriate syllabus fer
speeifie learners and their needs for more speclalized languapge sre classified by Strevens
(1980:260) as follows:

1.Linguistic criteria

2 Sitational criteria

3.Notional and funcrional criteria
4 Rhetarical crireria
S5.Communicative criteria

Since linguistic criteria are applied on the language to be taught including the vocabulary
selection and indices of word [requence, the concentration is on nataral language use with
vocabulary and the sentence pulterns, expressions, ele. relevanl to a particular  group of
people. Having the focus on vocabulary teaching in ESF, we have to be clear about what
knowing a word meuns.

Qur knowledge of vocabalary includes the following imphications :

. Speakers of a language recognize whether o word has high or low frequency of use, The
word book is more frequent than manual ot direcrory.

They recognize the sense a word has in a particulas context The word desmand has a
different sense if used in business which deviates from its use as a raguest in everyday
language.
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3. They l_]avc knowledge of collocation, that is, they know the probability of a word being
associated together with other words, On encountering the word match we can expect the
words field, football players, referve, guol-keeper,

4. They recognize specific structural and grammatical properties of a word. The structural
properties of words are acquired 23 part of vocabulary, Nilsen (1971) sxemplifics this in
with the form of cases:

a. Ahdul broke the biycle witharock. QT A
b. A rock broke the biyele. 01
¢. The bicyle broke. 0

5. They recognize different forms of a word cerived from a base, Cleaned, cleaning and
cleans are derived from slean.

6. They orgunize associative links between words. Such relationshins are exemplified by
Slobin(1971} as contrast or entonym (wet-dry), similatity ot synonym {blossom-flower),
subartinative classification (animal-dog). coordinate classificarion (apple-peach’, and
superozdinate classification (spinach-vepeiable),

7. They know the scmantic value of o word . Tor example, the minimal features of waman is

animare, lemale and aduit.

The above mentioned implications call for systematic ireatment of vocabulary
although many language programs assume that vocabulary is a by-product and #cquired
through the practice of other language skills, With the advance of computer wehnolugy,
coneordancey are now available ro eachers for authearic language use in the classroom. The
procedure for the creation of concordance lists below highlights the role of students in
discovering language use on their own while it emphasizes the role of leachers in
investigaling mune into the high freqresey oniliword chunks and <HUURs bas gee pare af 3
Lanpuage of a spectlic content domain.

3. Pracedure for concordances

Any description in language starts with ohservation of language in use. Although we
can have aceess to existing deseriptions of the language, thar is, other dictonanies and native
speaker introspections, Sinclair (1991:37) suggests that the evidence from language in use be
given prionty. Given 4 ¢ s of a machine-readable form, the next stage 18 to derve some
besic information from ir, Since the focus olatleniion is on selected vocabulary of @ specific
genre. the sense (s) of the word that 15 of importance to that specific profession is used to

show how corpus study can identify places where a user of inglish has a variety of options.

Sinclair (1991:106) brietly descnbes the procedure for concordances as follows:

1. The lines are trimmed g0 that only rthose words that are reasonably Hkely (o be atlracted by
the node are lell in,

2. A suituble cut-off poiat- for examiple, less than ten percent of the frequency of the node-

should be determined.

Each of the remaining collocates is given a weighling hy relating its frequency in the

concordance Lo Lis overall [requency in the full corpus. So & common word gets a low

rating, and a word which makes a distinetive collocation with the node will score high.

. Eachi linz of the concordance is now examined for the yypicality of its collocutes, by adding
up the weightings of each collocate in its environment. The concordance is now re-sorted
into an order of typicality, and the most Lypical instances should come to the top.
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All the occurences of a word-form are retrieved, each in the middle of a line of a text.
Each line is treated as if it were a sentence for the purpose of statistical analysis for the
frequency of the word. To examine the vocabulary, a list of all the words are compiled in
frequency order. In the case of analysis of large compilations of documents by particular
author or representative of a particular genre, or else writings on a particular topic, this is
called a corpus. Conclusions about the meanings and uses of words in natural language can be
derived from a multiplicity of authentic texts. For example, vocabulary work in the form of
collocation can be done especially in reading comprehension. Concordances represent
information with the same or closely related words. Tribble and Jones (1990:15) classify the
types of corpus into three groups as individual texts, specialist corpora and general corpora.
Specialist corpora are suitable for the analysis of vocabulary meaning and use in ESP. The
aim is to investigate the vocabulary in terms of various featwres that characterize a particular
type of text, such as scientific articles, newspaper reports or modern short stories in general.
We have o keep in mind that the bigger a corpus is the more likely to represent accurately
features of texts of the appropriate type. The significance of corpus size can most easily be
appreciated in relation to the frequency of occurence of individual lexical items. Having
decided the type of corpus appriopriate to teaching/learning situation, the following guidelines
can be of use:

. Texts should be authentic. They should give learners direct access to natural language.
With an intention to carry out some remedial work , student texts can be used asa
specialist corpus. It provides patterns of error and comparison of their work with native-
speaker texts, especially the most common misuses of words, inappropriate uses of words

. Tt is known that it is very difficult to obtain recordings for most Lypes of spoken discourse.

You should choose texts appropriate to your field of study. Special care must be given in
the case of spoken discourse as the spoken and written discourse -ofilanguage represents

different features. i e S

Highly technical material is expected to be given only to advanced learners. Most common

general contexts for particular words of a specific genre are provided.

4. Although the focus is on vocabulary, an inevitable link must be kept between vocabulary
and grammar. For example, the-ing and -ed forms of cross must be considered along with
various contexts in which articles.tenses and affixes are misused.

. Most common immediate collocates are very useful to teach. Collocation is defined by
Sinclair(1966) as the relationship a lexical item has with items that appear with greater than
random probability in its (textual) context, and it helps readers 1o turn texts which seem
unmanageable into manageable proportions.
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Provided with the knowledge of type and characteristics of corpus, we have some suggestions
for the applications of concordances in the classroom.

4. Suggestions for the classroom

The following corpus, though small in size just for the purpose of display, is gathered
from texts of bookkeeping and accounting. It represents the most immediate collocates of the
word “entry” and “journal”.
Record only one type of entry such as entries for sales

In every journal eniry, the sum of amounts




®7

i king ing entry. make & check merk
journal when making an opemiing : x e -
the suma informadion as the halanceshect. adjusting ealsies a2 made i the gensral juunal

i 7 the wd fush
Tids reversing endry is cxactly the bppos e ot the adjusting

Whei a transaction is jewmalized, hath the credit part zad the eredit

A two-colanin neneral jowmal similar to the one used By the Hill-Topmodel

Although the farm of the cash jowmal is differant Zrem [hat of the

The possible questions asked can be given us follows:

i ey e
LWhat sart o word naarly always comes inmediulely before eniry

2 Whal is the mest conuvion meaning ascribed to the word entr
tew o T r i s
3, What are grammalical properties of Jaurnal and jowrnalize!

3 % B adiaely sowtnal?
4, What sort of word nearly ulways comes immediately befare journal

csentative of i ocedu syisires the learner 10 supply
The ubove exarcise a3 the representalive of the procedure requirc: Cl

information aboul the key word, using the clues in the contex

The foliowinig corpus is extracted from books on xlxﬁ{keﬁngAma.n.:.igemrm. Anﬁr'l'.z
ility is to ask the learner lo supply the key word itself In this case, 2 CONTOTE ".'.'_L
ion of the keyword. The following
ng insiead, for example, however,

pass o e
output ean be turned into a gap fill exercise xfu_llihc dele
curi]us reflect cxamples in which the possihility of o
becarse and thus have been discussed.

ons Typically
tion that arc 10

* are rarely made by individuals. Instead. 1h;sc_\tc
cen zsked 1o prepare bits of info

EiEs
many peapls who ha
mong alernalive soluions

Teting costy, ton. For example, marketing managzment « s
e 1’3 pay plan, and certain adveriesing cosls arc considered fized o

1 the methois af
is sumslar to sales Torecasi

We cannpi cxplore o
however, (it this prob

ng and ere iy ample

Beeause a theor s abstract. it is frequently considered useioss

te the formulation of Fypotheses 19 narow the range of plausable and testable
scover e relations!

The cole of-a theory 15 to facih foreulaty i
expranations of phenomend and thos minmize the efert retuind ©

The curpus below can be used to idenly words that collacare with the lexical item
 COrpUs

is 1o aet tha hest possibie information at the lowest passible cowt, His goneem

th ch of these approaches has adv! ver the other that are nol nolad aseve as "ot corsiderations
13l CAC CEv 4 e 25 N e

Cstimates of the iotal cest of marketing based on foundations performed are roughly indicated by the amounls s
has appropriately emphasizos the importance of funirity in cost analysis and the meaning af husis

Ay e

Forwnately, both groups can make substaztial centributions w0 our understanding of cost behaviour

Keeping in mind that the purpose ol study determines the composition of the corpus,
WE can presenl acorpora to work on how a word functions in different parts of specch.

The prrchasmg agent in search of & new sourez and type of eleaning campennds reads the ads in the

publications. Ths hameowner whe is con

ling (he prrsiase of fire msurance bears the TV testimonials of

search for mformasion, the e

TSUILT MOVES I e evaluation stege 0 a purchase silyation. The evaluation
payroll patiem in this counry. Scasong! prischases domingie the buying pattam of

arise wut of the unceruiny of a deci

on may lesd the prrchaser 1o seek information that confirms his action

To exemplily the use of adjunct and disjuncts we can give the the corpus below:

y varies pigrkedly from one jub Lo anather

And ealing patterns. Presiomubly, this discussion would indicate ideas on loaf size, bread
texniras, preference for

If we select a random sample, chances are thar the cost of selecting the sample will be
considerahly higher than that incurred in selecting a not-random sample.

They have consumed & unique role in purchasing particular rvpes of m
radio.

. 030sT nedaldy spol welevision and

Shorter

vsales stimulant, Hopefidly, of conrse, suies derived in this manner will have sane Tong=run benefi
a resule of product exposure,

Becanuss salzs prometions have these cluraciernsiics, there s presumably a greter opparmanty o relale cause
and effect

its pulling power. This can be dore at reidzively low cost on si

n Caroons, and a broad

In addition o the sample concordane
the corpus composed around the key term
af this ward in the | £

s prepared manually by the writer of this article,
! by Thurstun (20023} exemplily the use
ic discourse. She jndicules that the key terms chosen
hout an attemp o include specialized ot

technicai vocabulary,

miay object that in the ahsonce of conelusive evidence and anelyais, ane should stick with the loweres

© hive wiready seen, however, 1h:

OF present evidence and on the hasis of extensive cltors at mot
they: contented themselves with the matenal evidence avadable tn the form of bones amd #riefasts

in science is open ended and self-cntecling. Svidence beuring upon i will ke fingty sitted. Same
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assed to both daughter cells. More conclusive evidence comes fmm c:mnmenl 1n whu:h lhc nuceus
ange, accounis of animal studies that provide evidence conces m" for

only retrospectively and such experience, as evidence for the existence of mind, can appear only as
es and substances are needed. But this is not evidence for an additional hereditary mechanism. Here
ent, the conference focussed on the scientific evidence for, the impacats of , and policy responses to

arteacts of cultural success, and he gives evidence from several areas of mental health and educa

the causality of the corrections found. Some evidence may consist of tightly controlled laboratory

¢ incorporation of new material. Some of this evidence mav be factual: the occurenec of certain fos
er apostles in comparison. Thomas demanded evidence. Nothing is more lethal for certain kinds of
) study of the lion pride. These animals show evidence of considerable kin selection in that the few
personal adjustment of each individual gives evidence of this, both at the level of unconscious

with no; cortex is vegetable. There js clear evidence of localisation of function in the cortex. In

of this book was published. Indeed the recent evidence on on plasmids can be seen as beautiful supporti

on. [t is therefore interesting that there is evidence that the brain is remarkably good at recognis

ough not exactly, uniform rate. However, the evidence that_has finally convinced me that the neutra

spots scare off predators, and there is some evidence that this is_so. But even if this is adaptive ex

We are not vet sure how far this is true. The eviden
ain kinds of meme than 2 tendency 1o lok for evidence. The other apostles, whose faith was so stron
.

es) by refusing to speak. there is not encugh evidence to convict either of them of the main crim

dogma of of course a theary, but there is no evidence w suggest that it is wrong. The irreversible

best judgement afffair based on all available evidence, with varying degrees of demonstrable validit

As can be seen clearly, studenis are given tasks in which they experience the
discovery of choices of multiword chunks appropriate to a specific genre of either spoken or
written language. Students could be asked to compare their findings with the rules stated by
grammar books as a final exercise. For example a mismatch Tribble (1989) identified between
the usage of discourse markers such as thus, therefore, yet, etc. by native speakers and that of
non-native speakers indicates the necessity to assess and construct models for effective
academic writing. The discrepancy between evidence from authentic texts and grammar
books requires the description of English underlying teaching to be reassessed.

Ll

5, Conclusion

The teaching material based on concordances in the hand of an ellicient Leacher can
be an excellent source of raw material for language exercises. Although it 1s not my purposc
here to propose a classification of vocahulary leaching exercises, such exercises cover a wide
range from deducing the meaning ol the key word from conlext o study of grammatical
features of particular words (and of grammatical features) via the concordance of groups of
associated words.

With the potential of compater technelogy to facilitate concordance making, learner’s
owr discovery based on evidence from authentic language becomes central to the learning
process. Sinclair (1986:202) notes that such computer tools bh&lnl}“? our current linguistic
descriptions quite fundamentally”, The instructor are in a position to make explanations to fit
the evidence rather than adjusting the evidence 1o it @ pre-set explanation.

Concordances reflecting the use ol nuturul lunguage have great contribution to
vocabulary teaching beeause vocabulary teaching  is not only a4 matter of leaming lhe
meaings ol new words. A particalar concordance is likely to reveal all sorts of other
information ahout the keyword: sramma features, common collocations, differ
1meanings, idiomadlic and metaphorical uses. stylistic features and connotations.

The selection of key waords in multiword chunks using various matcrials is done @t
virious levels, for dilferent pumposes and a2 corpus of examples can be preparcd both for
spoken language and written language {Academic teathouks. movie scripts, news and talk
show transcripts). They help leamers compose a repertoire of muliiword chunks Irom which
they choose fixed phrases with pragmatic functions, fixed plivases with discourse’ lunctions
and phrases with de-lexicalized words according to their purpose and be aware of the close
relationship and integration of grammar and lexis. Such an approach requires the use of
vocabulary in discourss framework cather thae at clause of senlence level.

The databases composed of exampies from spoken and written in a language, in other
wartls corpera, represent text of all types from varying sol fram literature and media to
everyday idiomatic Tunguage spoken between friends. [e importance ol corpora o langunge
teaching is thal il gives us nhjective data on how language is used, not only how often, but
also in which situations. [n the case of reaching Tnglish for specific purposes such « process
becomes imcreasingly important for providing English lunguage instruction aimed at
equipping the student with lzngnage s‘<il Is for specific tasks, Corpora compiled for classroom
use in TSP also show that the chaice of word selected for a research may dictate a particular
genre ol lexl. Such collected narurally-occuring datu 1% extremely helpful o discaver facts
about language and assigns the teacher the role of a rescarcher lo investigate authentic
language in terms of the necds and the skill levels of his/her students.
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