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Launches of the Wariness

Mamdouh FARRAG 1!

Oz

Cabir Usfur, ¢agdas edebiyat tarihimizin Onemli elestirmenlerinden biridir.
Kiiresel elestirel teoriyi Arapcaya tanitmis ve zengin bir elestirel miras
birakmistir. Dr. Usfur, hayatt boyunca kiiltiirel harekette etkili olmus,
ansiklopedik ve aydinlanmis entelektiiel kimliklerini temsil etmistir. Yazilartyla
milletine feraset kaynagi olmayr hedeflemis, Oonemli belirsizlikleri ortaya
¢ikarmis ve birgok sorunlu konuyu ele almistir. Bu ¢alisma, Usfur'un disiinsel
olusumuna katkida bulunan bilesenlere odaklanmay1 ve bu bilesenlerin ilmi
sonuglar tizerindeki etkisini incelemeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu bilesenlerin Usfur'un
anlayisini ve Ogretmenlerinin  konulara bakis agisim1 nasil  degistirdigini
gostermeyi hedeflemektedir. Calisma ayni zamanda elestirel farkindaligin
olusumundaki rolii vurgulayarak, kiiltiirel ¢alismalarinin bir déneminde iistlendigi
ve denetledigi ¢eviri hareketi nedeniyle dis etkilere kars1 giiglii bir tepki verdigini
ortaya koyacaktir. Bu ¢ok yonlii olusumun (yerel ve kiiresel olarak), Usfur'un
Batili elestirel teorilere cezbeden aydinlanmis bir entelektiiel olarak nasil etkide
bulundugunu ele alan ¢alisma, Arap yaraticiligi lizerine teorik ve pratik olarak
kavramlar1 tanitmayr amacglamis ve entelektiiel tepkinin ve yaraticiligin
gerilemesine neden olan radikal fikirlerle yiizlesmistir. Ozgiirliik ve aydinlanma
kavramlarmi ve temsil ettikleri aydin kavramma olan inancini yazilarinda ve
cesitli goriislerinde savunmustur.

Ayrica caligma Usfur'un "organik entelektiiel" kavramini Dr. Taha Hiiseyin ve
diistiniir Edward Said'in modelleriyle karsilagtirmis ve 6zellikle onlart fikir ve
yazi diizeyinde temsil etmeye calistigi i¢in tartigmistir. Usfur'un farkindaliginin
entelektiiel kokenlerini arastirmayr amaglayan bu caligma, modern elestirel
yaklasimlardan, o&zellikle Edward Said'deki entelektiiel kavramindan da
yararlanmigtir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Cabir Usfur, Elestirmen, Miras, Modernite, Aydinlanma,
Diisiinsel Bilesenler, Organik Entelektiiel, Baglilik.

Abstract

Gaber Osfour is a significant critic in contemporary literary history. He
introduced global critical theory to Arabic and left a rich critical legacy through
his writing and translation. Dr. Osfour had a profound influence on the cultural
movement, embodying both the encyclopedic and enlightened intellectual.
Through his writings, he aimed to provide insights, unravel uncertainties, and
address numerous problematic issues. This study focuses on the components
shaping his intellectual development and their impact on scholarly outcomes. It
examines these elements, challenges Osfour's perspectives, and explores how
they shaped his understanding and influenced his teachers' viewpoints. The study
highlights the role of these components in fostering critical awareness,
particularly regarding the translation movement controlled by Osfour during his
cultural studies, resulting in a strong reaction against external influences. It
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primarily delves into the multidimensional impact of this formation, locally and globally, on Osfour as an enlightened intellectual
drawn to Western critical theories. He sought to introduce this concept to Arab creativity, engaging with radical ideas that he
believed contributed to the decline of intellectual response and creativity. Osfour advocated for freedom and enlightenment,
exploring their alignment with the notion of an enlightened intellect in his writings and perspectives.

Additionally, the study compares his concept of the "organic intellectual" with models presented by Dr. Taha Hussein and thinker
Edward Said, particularly in terms of ideas and writings. This research adopts a deconstructive approach to explore Osfour's
intellectual origins and incorporates modern critical approaches, including Edward Said's concept of the intellectual.

Keywords: Gaber Osfour, the critic, heritage, modernism, enlightenment, the intellectual components, the organic intellectual,
commitment.
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Structured Abstract

The literary movement, which was adopted by the first generation such as Taha Hussein,
Abbass Muhamoud Al AQad , Ibrahim Abd Al Qadder Al Mazny , Abd Al Rahman Shukry and
others , created a good generation of critics which was fostered on the main principles adopted
by those critics. At the same time they launched to new and spacious scientific horizons due to
the connection with the western culture and building approaching bridges between the two
cultures through translation .One of the most important merit of this generation of critics is the
duality or mixture of the modern and traditional , since the absorbed the traditional critical
methods which were set out or rooted by the first Arab critics such as lbn Al Moatez , Qudama
Ibn Gaafer and Muhamed Ibn Salam Al Gomahy .They also approached the western critical
methods which arose from the western critical theory connected with philosophical thought and

other sciences.

Among those critics , Professor Gaber Osfour as one of the critics who contributed to effectively
and prominently to the Arab critical movement on more than one levels whether on the academic
level or on his literary writings which acquisitioned the critical heritage ; or adopted new ideas
such as his famous contribution “ The time of novel” , in addition to his scientific level since the
name of professor Gaber Osfour related to his practice of the cultural contribution in a lot of
government institutions and organizations as a university professor and responsible for the
activities of the ministry of culture , the founder of its cultural policies and an important factor
in managing the cultural periodicals as Fosoul Periodical which made a window to the Arab

scholar on the different literary trends.

The intellectual and cultural background of Prof. Gaber Osfour at the hands of the first
generation starting with Dr. Taha Hussein through his student Prof. Saheir Al Qlamawy , then
Ameen Al Khouly , Shawky Dyef , Abd Al Aziz Al Ahwany and others had a great role in
fostering his critical awareness which was divided into two parts : The first related to the Arab
traditional heritage and the second connected to the modern western achievement of
philosophical and cultural trends. This affected his reading of the tradition from the modern
critical point of view. The dialectic relation between the modern and the traditional made him
enter in endless cycle of critical and intellectual conflicts with a lot of the Arab scholars,
especially his issue with Prof. Abd Al Aziz Hamuda about new critical methods . In addition to
his arguments with the men of Al Azher Al Sherif who tried to fight his liberal ideas which he

adopted in his dialogues , articles and his books .
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According to this awareness which supports using the mind in demonstrating the phenomena
and depending on the scientific method , Professor Gaber Osfour boosted revolutionary ideas
not related to the critical concepts and his call to read the traditional critical method according to
the techniques of the modern methods , but associated with revolutionary ideas referent to
fighting the dependent mind and encouraging the effectiveness of the mind in all life phenomena
and rejecting the previous ideas and the solo vision which other scholars tried to adopt it and
force others to use it. According to this vision , his writings and critical ideas were adapted to his
vision and referent to his revolutionary attitudes . Therefore, his writings were rich in such terms

as intellectuality , liberty , equality and became struggle icons in his writing.

The critical and intellectual awareness of Prof. Gaber Osfour was the essence and result of many
factors , he owed some of which to his professors who contributed directly to his formation and
directing him the correct direction, while other factors were of his own . Through his various
readings in different languages , Gaber Osfour could enrich his mind with a lot of different ideas
, S0 the library was an important stream of his critical awareness and this was assured by him in
his repeated speeches about libraries which he visited and the books he owned and later

translated under his supervision of the national project of translation.

Despite the variation in the sources which formed his critical awareness whether directly or
indirectly , he tried to be interdependent although he adopted the ideas of his professors. Taha
Hussein was one of the most prominent ones, especially in his focus on intellectuality and using
it as an intellectual method and lifestyle. In addition his representation of the vital scholar with
his dominant activity in the society to have an effective role unlimited to theoretical treatment
only. The other scholar whom he adopted was The Palestinian Edward Al Sayed . Although he

usually evoked the two professors , he objected to them in many ideas.

This study tries to explain the components which contributed to forming the critical awareness
and the similarity between his ideas and those of his professors whom he represented in his

writings.
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