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The Attention of Sheikh Yasin al-Fadani al-
Indunusy to the Ascending-Chain in Narrating
Hadith and Athbdat Books

Abstract

This article aims to show the role of Sheikh Ya-
sin al-Fadany and his Indonesian contemporaries who
lived in Mecca. They participated with other scho-
lars to revive the narration of Hadith and Athbat with
high credibility of Isndd. This tradition has been
known for a long time by hadith experts by narrating
hadith from teachers (sheikhs) with a higher autho-
rity, thus shortening the distance between the narra-
tor and the Prophet Muhammad in the Isnad chain.
The study applied a qualitative method with a descriptive
approach. The author has traced their narration from their
teachers with ascending-chain (Isndd ‘Ali) and the des-
cending-chain (Ndzil). The findings in this study are that
the intellectual role of Indonesian scholars was not infe-
rior to the world scholars in Haramayn (Mecca-Medina)
at that time. They participated in reviving the narration
with the Ascending-chain (Isndd ‘Ali) in addition to the
narration with the Descending-chain (Isndd Ndzil).

Keywords: Indonesian Scholar; al-Haramayn; Ha-
dith; Chain; Ascending-Chain; Yasin al-Fadany.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study aims to highlight the role of Sheikh Yasin Al-Fadani and other Indonesian scholars residing in
Mecca in preserving the high chain of narrators in the Prophetic tradition. These scholars have collaborated
with others in reviving the narration of hadith and working on books of authentication with a high chain of
narrators. This practice was known among the ancient hadith scholars, who would narrate from their
esteemed scholars to reduce the number of narrators in the chain.
The study followed a descriptive-inductive approach, tracing the narrations of these scholars with a high
chain and a descending chain. The study concluded that Indonesian scholars have an important role and are
no less than scholars from other countries in their attention to the high chain of narrators, alongside their
focus on the descending chain.
The concepts of 'alaw' and 'nazool' are used in the field of Prophetic hadith science to evaluate the strength
of chains of narrators and the source of the hadith. 'Alaw' refers to a chain with a few narrators connecting
the narrator to the Prophet Muhammad, whether the number of narrators is small in relation to the compiler
or in relation to the Prophet himself. 'Alaw' is considered a form of estimation and strength in the chain.
On the other hand, 'nazool' means that the chain contains a large number of narrators between the narrator
and the Prophet Muhammad, whether the number is large in relation to the compiler or in relation to the
Prophet himself. 'Nazool' is considered a form of weakness in the chain.
Generally, 'alaw' is considered better than 'nazool' because it is believed that chains with fewer narrators
are more reliable and closer to authenticity. However, this does not mean that chains with 'nazool' are
completely unacceptable. There are still other elements that are evaluated to determine the authenticity and
strength of the hadith.
'Alaw' refers to the scarcity of the number of narrators in comparison to another chain through which the
same hadith is transmitted with a lesser number, while 'nazool' refers to the abundance of the number of
narrators compared to another chain.
The article indicates that the majority view is that 'alaw' is better than nazool' because 'alaw' reduces the
chances of errors in the hadith, while 'nazool' increases the chances of errors and leniency.
It is worth mentioning that there is a difference of opinion among scholars regarding the preference of 'alaw’
(few narrators) over 'nazool' (many narrators). For example, Imam Muslim prefers 'alaw' over 'nazool' even
if 'nazool' is stronger, while Imam Bukhari prefers the more authentic regardless of whether it is through
'alaw' or 'nazool.'
The article also discusses the concept of narrators in layers, explaining that narrators can be classified into
different layers based on their chronological order and their encounters with each other. Narrators have
different ages, so a narrator can have a sheikh who belongs to a higher layer, which saves them from going
through several layers.
From the mentioned text, it is evident that Al-Fadani narrated Sahih Bukhari with a high chain of narrators.
The text mentions the names of the narrators from whom Al-Fadani narrated and who, in turn, narrated
from Bukhari in a sequential manner. The text indicates the importance of 'alaw' in the chain of narration
and the scrutiny of narrators who have a high scholarly position and reliability in their era. Al-Fadani
presents several chains of narrators that he considers to have a high chain in his narration of Sahih Bukhari.
Through the citation of long and intertwined chains, Al-Fadani demonstrates his efforts in seeking a high
chain in his narration. It is evident that he narrated from various distinguished scholars from different parts
of the Islamic world, reflecting his keenness to track the chains of reliable and reputable narrators in his
era.
The mentioned chains in the text emphasize a significant focus on the narrators of AI-Mu'ammar, who was
a well-known sheikh and lived for a long period. The narration of hadiths from him is conveyed through a
series of consecutive narrators. These chains demonstrate the importance of paying attention to the early
narrators in the chain of transmission to obtain a high chain.
It is possible that Al-Fadani specifies some chains and their specific details. There might be additional
narrations and narrators associated with the narration of Bukhari with a high chain, narrated through Al-
Fadani and other scholars.
The text discusses the chain of narrators in the transmission of Al-Fadani's narration of Sahih Bukhari. It
begins with the early narrators like Al-Fadani, Al-Mu'ammar, and other sheikhs who transmitted the
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narration. Then it indicates that there are other chains of narrators for the narration of Sahih Bukhari with
a high chain mentioned in Al-Fadani's narrations, but they are not detailed. It also clarifies that the chain
narrated by Al-Fadani from Bukhari is considered very high. The text also refers to the more detailed
narrators in the chain and their numbers, stating that there are higher chains than them in terms of the chain
of narration.

The text discusses the chain of narration (isnad) that reaches Sahih Bukhari and provides information about
several sheikhs who transmitted the hadith through generations.

"The first chain consists of three individuals. The Grand Mufti of Mecca, Abdul Hafiz bin Durwesh Al-
Ajami, narrates from the elderly narrator, Muhammad Hashim Al-Sindi. Then, Muhammad Saadullah bin
Ghulam Muhammad Al-Hindi Al-Surti narrates from Al-Ma'mar Shah Abdul Shakur. Ibrahim bin
Muhammad Ibn Sadeq Al-Dimashqi narrates from Imam Al-Bukhari.

The second chain consists of twelve narrators who narrate from Sheikh Mahdi bin Ali Al-Muzlami, who
narrates from the brothers Sulaiman and Ahmed bin Muhammad Al-Ahdal. They, in turn, narrate from
Abdul Rahman bin Sulaiman Al-Ahdal, and they all narrate from Al-Bukhari.

The third chain consists of three narrators. Sheikh Ali bin Ahmad Al-Sudaimi narrates from Judge
Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Ali Al-Amrani, who narrates from Sayyid Abdul Rahman bin Sulaiman
Al-Ahdal. They, in turn, narrate from Al-Bukhari.




