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Criticisms of the Ranking of Scholars of Jurisprudence of Ibn Kamal Basha

Abstract: I turned my attention to this piece of research in order to discuss one of
the most prominent rankings of the levels of scholars (tabaqat) that has become
popular amongst the later Hanafi scholars, namely the ranking of Ibn Kamal Basha.
Certain great scholars have directed criticism at these rankings. So, it has become
evident to some that these rankings contain errors in relation to the classification of
the different levels and the respective scholars that have been mentioned in each
level (tabaqah). Hence, these rankings have been blemished, not allowing others to
benefit from them. Even more, it is believed that these rankings have had an ex-
tremely negative influence on jurisprudence (figh) in so far as they have prevented
unbounded and absolute (ijtihad) after the four imams, (jjithad) in the Hanafi
school of law (madhhab) after the two companions (sahibayn- namely Imams Abu
Yusuf and Muhammad), and becoming learned after the era of the foundational
texts of the school (mutun).Therefore, these rankings made jurisprudence a rigid,
lifeless, and unprogressive science. Similarly, they made the scholars of jurispru-
dence rigid, lifeless, and unprogressive blind imitators who were not able to distin-
guish between left and right. I argue that this critique is quite far-fetched.
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