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Abstract

fter the studies carried out in recent years, a large number of prehistoric settlements have

been identified in Mardin Threshold, an important part of the Southeastern Anatolia Region.
The chipped stone finds found in caves and on their terraces in deep valleys in the northern bor-
der of the Upper Khabur Region provide new information about the Epipaleolithic and Neolithic
periods of the region. Bah¢ebasi caves, located at the northern end of a deep valley that serves as
a natural transition between the plain and the mountainous region within the borders of Yesilli dis-
trict of Mardin province, provide new information about these periods. The caves in question pro-
vide new data about the prehistoric ages of the region and set the stage for new research questions.
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Introduction

Under the direction of Associate Professor Ergiil Kodas, the first season of the Pleistocene
and Early Holocene Period Archaeological Survey was carried out in 2022 in Mardin’s provincial
districts of Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli, and Nusaybin.? The research aims to obtain new data on the
prehistoric period in the region, which is an important part of Northern Khabur and is referred to as
the Mardin Threshold. With both mountainous and flat sections, the area between the Tigris and Eu-
phrates Rivers offers two distinct geographical characteristics. Understanding the region’s cultural
structure during the Epipaleolithic and Pre-Pottery Neolithic periods, as well as the transformation
in the area, are just two of the many research topics that are to be answered in the survey. In the
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first season of research conducted in 2022, a total of 33 separate findspots were identified and doc-
umented (Fig. 1). Additionally, for the next season, a visit to two mounds, identified in 2022, dating
back to the Neolithic period, (Dara Hoyiik and Qurs Hoyiik) is planned. A total of 1413 chipped
stone finds, and 23 pottery fragments were collected from 33 separate settlements identified during
the research period. In these settlements, there are 23 caves, one rock shelter, seven open-air settle-
ments, one mound, and one fossil site. The seven open-air settlements are located on flint beds, all
of which predominantly date to the Lower and Middle Paleolithic periods. Important artifacts from
the Middle Paleolithic period, Upper Paleolithic period, Epipaleolithic period, and Pre-Pottery Neo-
lithic period have been found in the caves and rock shelters of 23 different settlements. Two sites in
the Kiziltepe Plain, namely Golli Hoyilik and Qurs Hoytik, have been dated to the Pottery Neolithic
period. Additionally, a mound from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period has been found within the an-
cient city of Dara, and a future survey is expected to be carried out there. Many settlements, 16 of
which date to the Lower Paleolithic period, 16 to the Middle Paleolithic period, seven to the Upper
Paleolithic period and 12 to the Epipaleolithic or Neolithic period have been identified. Deep valleys
have generally been the focus of the 2022 season, and the aim has been to obtain new information
on prehistoric life in the steep areas of the region. In this context, it is observed that the wide valleys
of a mountainous region are home to open-air settlements, within which caves and cave terraces
were actively used. In this regard, the Bahgebas1 Caves also provide important insights on the Epi-
paleolithic and/or the Neolithic period. This is because there are many unanswered questions about
the neolithization’s origins in Southeast Anatolia, which are typically investigated through mounds.
Even though mounds have typically been used to identify this period, there aren’t many Epipaleo-
lithic period villages in the area.® In this sense, the research on the use of caves and rock shelters in
mountainous areas during the Epipaleolithic and the Neolithic periods may shed new light on the
region’s neolithization. The aim of this study is to provide the research and preliminary findings
on the Bahgebasi Caves, located in a mountainous region, and to offer fresh insights into the time
periods under consideration.

Bahcebasi Caves’ Location and the Characteristics of the Region

According to the thorough investigation conducted in 2022, the Yesilli and Sancar Valleys
contain many settlements. Seven caves and terraces in the Sancar Valley have been found to contain
chipped stone artifacts that date to the Late Epipaleolithic or Pre-Pottery Neolithic periods. Such
discoveries, however, are only represented by a tiny fraction of samples. In the meantime, the two
caves located in the Bahcebas1 neighborhood of Yesilli district provide important insights. The caves
are situated at the northernmost point of an 11 km long, deep valley that extends northward from
the Kiziltepe-Nusaybin plain (Fig. 2). The valley, which begins amid the caves at an elevation of
roughly 1100 m, widens as it moves south and comes to an end in the Kiziltepe-Nusaybin plain at an
elevation of roughly 550 m. Limestone cliffs surround the area where the caves are located. Around
the caves lies a spring that maintains its importance for the region. Right across from Bahgebasi
Cave 2, which is on the western slope of the valley, is Bahgebasi Cave 1, which lies on the valley’s
eastern slope.

3 Metin Kartal et al., “Chipped Stone Assemblages of Kortik Tepe (Turkey),” Journal of Archaeological Science: Reports
19 (2018): 92-99, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2018.02.017; Ergiil Kodas, “Techno-Typological Analysis of the
Late Epipaleolithic/Proto-Neolithic Chipped Stone Tools at Cemka Hoyiik.” TARE: Journal of the Turkish Institute of
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 2 (2022): 97-130.
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Bahcgebasi Cave 1

Approximately 3 km northeast of the Yesilli district’s Bahgebas1 neighborhood, a substantial
portion of the cave’s ceiling has collapsed (Fig. 3). The entrance of the cave faces southwest. The cave
measures roughly 10 m in width and 7-8 m in depth, with a height that varies between 3 and 4 m in
some areas. On the cave floor, there are isolated areas of limestone bedrock. The cave and terrace are
currently used as an animal shelter. Vineyards are also located in the terrace area. Numerous flint and
obsidian fragments have been discovered in this open space in the terrace section, also due to mixing of
the soil. 50 artifacts made of chipped stone were discovered in total, comprising 13 pieces of obsidian
and 37 pieces of flint (Table 1). Among these pieces, there are two microblades and four flint cores
related to thin flake production, two blades, one made of obsidian and the other of flint, one flint thin
flake, three microblades, one made of obsidian and the others of flint, and three retouched blades, one
made of obsidian and the others of flint (Fig. 4). Two burins, two scrapers—one of which is flake-
based and has a back and the other is blade-based, one obsidian notched tool, two flint drills, one flint
semi-crescent, two triangles—one obsidian and one flint—and one obsidian micro point have been
found. One moustérien point has also been discovered, along with production waste and flakes com-
posed of obsidian and flint, 19 of which are made of flint. Considering the mentioned parts in general,
it is observed that blade, microblade, and thin flake (2.3 ¢cm in length and 1.3 cm in width) carriers are
predominantly used. Particularly, microlithic tools indicate the Pre-Pottery Neolithic and the Epipaleo-
lithic periods.? In terms of typology, the recovered micro points, however, share characteristics with
the Nizzanim tips (Fig. 4).5 At this point, it should be highlighted that the Nizzanim points date to the
Late Neolithic period. However, no pottery fragments that could date to this period have been found in
the area. According to a chronological analysis of the site, it can be said that it may have been inhabited
or visited during the Paleolithic, the Epipaleolithic, and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic periods.

Bahcgebasi Cave 2

The bedrock can be seen in some parts of the cave floor, which is located approximately 1 km
west of Bahgebast neighborhood in Yesilli district (Fig. 5). The entrance of the cave faces east. The
cave, with heights varying between 2 and 2.5 m, has a width of approximately 10 m and a depth of 9
m. It serves as an animal shelter today. Numerous flint and obsidian blades, microblades, and flakes
have been found in the terrace section. Additionally, a flake was discovered inside the cave. In the
recovered pieces, one mousterién point, two retouched blades, one microblade core, and two obsidian
blades were found (Table 2, Fig. 6). The mentioned pieces generally refer to the Middle Paleolithic
and the Epipaleolithic period. Animal bone remains have also been discovered on the cave terrace.

Conclusion

As part of the Pleistocene and Early Holocene Period Archaeological Survey initiated in 2022
in the districts of Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli, and Nusaybin in Mardin province, numerous chipped
stone artifacts that could be dated to the Late Epipaleolithic period or the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period

4 Metin Kartal, Tiirkiye'de Son Avci-Toplayicilar: Konar-Gogerlikten Yerlesik Yasama Gegis, Epi-Paleolitik Dénem
(Istanbul: Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlari, 2009); Eleni Asouti et al., “The Zagros Epipaleolithic Revisited: New Ex-
cavations and 14C Dates from Palegawra Cave in Iraqi Kurdistan,” Plos One 15, no. 9 (2020): 1-99, https://doi.
org/10.1371/journal.pone.0239564.

5 Metin Kartal, Yontmatas Ug¢lar (Ankara: Bilgin Kiiltlir Sanat, 2019).
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have been collected in many caves and on their terraces (Fig. 7). This new data is crucial for revealing
details about the Younger Dryas and Early Holocene periods in the area. Additionally, caves from
these periods were discovered in 2020 in the Mazi Mountain area of Mardin province.® Bahgebasi 1
and Bahcebasi 2 caves, located at the northernmost border of a deep valley that provides a transition
between the plain and the mountainous area within the boundaries of the Bah¢ebasi neighborhood in
Yesilli district, are significant in demonstrating that caves at an average altitude of 1000—-1100 m in
the region might have been inhabited or occasionally visited for hunting during the Late Epipaleo-
lithic or the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period. The position of the caves suggests that they were inhabited
or frequented for nourishment and finding refuge because they are situated at the valley entrances or
overlook the valleys. Research conducted in the area recently suggests that the caves in the moun-
tainous areas of the region may have been heavily populated or visited during the Younger Dryas for
purposes like hunting. It is suggested in this context that studying the region’s neolithization process
alone through the mounds beside the river is insufficient and that it is crucial to look at places like caves
and rock shelters in order to understand the activities and habitation patterns of the period.” Finally, it
can be said that it is becoming increasingly important to systematically investigate valleys that form
a natural transition area between the plain and the mountainous area, at least in the Mardin region. In
this context, Stkefta Brehi (13 Mart [March 13] Cave Fig. 7/a-1) identified in the center of Mardin is
important both in terms of providing information about the Epipaleolithic period and the presence of
a hunting area (Kites) to its north. This problem is further highlighted by the discovery of Late Epipa-
leolithic layers in mounds such as Cemka Hoyiik, Kortik Tepe, and Boncuklu Tarla, which are situated
in the region’s north and northeast.® The final point to remember is that numerous settlements located
along the Zagros line have also been identified through caves.® Studying the differences and potential
for interaction between the plain in the region (North Khabur), which is located at an average altitude
of 500-550 m, and the mountainous area (Mardin/Bagok/Omerli/Maz1 Mountain), which is located at
an altitude of 1000—1200 m, is crucial in this context.
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Ozet

iineydogu Anadolu Bolgesi’nin 6nemli bir pargasi olan Mardin Esigi’nde son yillarda yapi-

lan ¢aligmalar sonrasi tarih dncesi donemlere ait ¢ok sayida yerlesim yeri tespit edilmistir.
Bilhassa Yukar1 Habur Bolgesi’nin kuzey sinirini olusturan bu daglik bélgede bulunan derin va-
diler icerisindeki magaralar ve teraslarinda tespit edilen yontma tas buluntular bolgenin Epipale-
olitik ve Neolitik Dénemi hakkinda yeni ve 6nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Bu yerlesimlerden biri
de Mardin ili Yesilli ilgesi sinirlarinda ova ile daglik bolge arasinda dogal bir gecis gorevi goren
derin bir vadinin kuzey ucunda bulunan Bahgebas1 Magaralar1 ve ¢evresidir. S6z konusu maga-
ralar bolgenin tarih oncesi ¢aglari hakkinda yeni veriler sunmakta ve yeni sorunsallara zemin
hazirlamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler

Gilineydogu Anadolu, Epipaleolitik, Canak-Comleksiz Neolitik Dénem, Mardin, Yesilli,
Bahgebasi

Giris
Mardin ili Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli ve Nusaybin ilgeleri Pleistosen ve Erken Holosen
Donem Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmasi’nin ilk sezonu 2022 yilinda, Dog. Dr. Ergiil Kodas bas-
kanliginda gergeklestirilmistir.2 S6z konusu ¢alisgma Kuzey Habur’un 6nemli bir pargasi olan ve
Mardin Esigi olarak da isimlendirilen bdlgenin tarih dncesi donemleri {izerine yeni verilerin elde

edilmesini amaclamaktadir. Dicle ve Firat Nehirleri arasinda kalan bolge daglik ve ovalik iki ayri
cografi yapiya sahiptir. S6z konusu yiizey arastirmasinda 6zellikle Epipaleolitik ve Canak-Com-

1 Ergiil Kodas, Mardin Artuklu Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Arkeoloji Boliimii, Mardin, Tiirkiye,
ORCID: 0000- 0001-8340-5828, ergulkodas@artuklu.edu.tr.

Yunus Ciftei, Bitlis Eren Universitesi, Fen-Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Sanat Tarihi Boliimii, Bitlis, ORCID: 0000-0001-5547-
7613, cftc.yns@gmail.com.
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leksiz Neolitik Donem’de bdlgenin nasil bir kiiltiirel yapiya sahip oldugu ve neolitiklesme siire-
cinde bolgede nasil bir doniisiim yasandig1 gibi farkli sorunsallara cevap bulmaya calisilmaktadir.
2022 yilinda yapilan ilk sezon ¢aligmalar sirasinda toplam 33 ayr1 buluntu yeri tespit edilmis ve
belgelenmistir (Fig. 1). Ayrica 2022 yilinda tespit edilen ve Neolitik Dénem’e tarihlenen iki adet
hoylgiin gelecek sezon icerisinde gezilmesi planlanmaktadir (Dara Hoyiik ve Qurs Hoyiik). S6z
konusu ¢alismalarda tespit edilen 33 ayr1 yerlesimde toplam 1413 adet yontma tas buluntu ve 23
adet canak-comlek parcasi toplanmistir. Bu yerlesim yerlerinde 23 adet magara, bir adet kaya alt1
siginagl, yedi adet acik hava yerlesimi, bir adet hdyiik ve bir adet fosil lokalitesi bulunmaktadir.
Toplam yedi adetle temsil edilen acik hava yerlesimlerinin tamami ¢cakmak tas1 yataklari tizerinde-
dir ve tamaminda Alt ve Orta Paleolitik Donemlere ait buluntular yogunluk gostermektedir. Yirmi
ii¢ ayr1 yerlesim ile temsil edilen magaralar ve kaya alt1 siginaklarinda ise Orta Paleolitik Donem,
Ust Paleolitik Dénem, Epipaleolitik Dénem ve Canak-Cémleksiz Neolitik Dénem’e tarihlenebi-
lecek buluntular 6ne ¢ikmaktadir. Canak-Comlekli Neolitik Donem’e ait iki nokta ise Kiziltepe
Ovasi’nda tespit edilmis Gollii Hoyiik ve Qurs Hoyiik tiir. Ayrica Dara antik kenti icerisinde de
Canak-Comleksiz Neolitik Donem’e tarihlenen bir adet hoyiik tespit edilmistir ve alanda gelecek
yillarda detayli bir ylizey arastirmasi yapilmasi planlanmaktadir. Kronolojik agidan bakildiginda
16 yerlesimde Alt Paleolitik Dénem, 16 yerlesimde Orta Paleolitik Dénem, yedi yerlesimde Ust
Paleolitik Donem ve 12 yerlesimde Epipaleolitik Donem veya Neolitik Donem tespit edilmig-
tir. Genel olarak bakildiginda, 2022 sezonunda daha ¢ok derin vadiler lizerine yogunlasilmis ve
bolgenin daglik alanlarindaki tarih dncesi yasam modelleri {izerine yeni bilgiler elde edilmesi
amaclanmistir. Bu baglamda daglik bir bolgede bulunan genis vadiler i¢erisinde acik hava yerle-
sim birimlerinin bulundugu, vadiler i¢erisinde ise magara ve magara teraslarinin daha fazla tercih
edilmis oldugu goriilmektedir. Bahgebas1 Magaralar1 da bu baglamda Epipaleolitik Dénem veya
Neolitik Donem tiizerine 6nemli bilgiler vermektedir. Zira genellikle hoyiikler iizerinden tanimla-
nan Giineydogu neolitiklesme siirecinin kdkeni {izerine 6nemli sorunlar bulunmaktadir. Bolgede
Epipaleolitik Dénem yerlesimleri az sayidadir ve bu donem genellikle hoytikler iizerinden tespit
edilmistir.® Bu baglamda Epipaleolitik Dénem ve Neolitik Donem boyunca daglik bolgelerde ma-
gara ve kaya alt1 siginaklarinin incelenmesi bdlgenin neolitiklesme siireci lizerine yeni bir boyut
kazanabilecek bir potansiyele sahiptir. Bu ¢alismanin amaci da daglik bir bolgede bulunan ve s6z
konusu dénemler hakkinda yeni bilgiler veren Bah¢ebasi Magaralar iizerine yapilan ¢aligmalarin
ve ilk gozlemlerin tanimin1 sunmaktir.

Bahcebasi Magaralari Konumu ve Bélgenin Genel Ozellikleri

2022 yili ¢aligmalarinda detayli bir arastirma yapilan Yesilli Vadisi ve Sancar Vadisi igeri-
sinde ¢ok sayida yerlesim yeri tespit edilmistir. Sancar Vadisi’nde yedi adet magarada ve terasin-
da Geg Epipaleolitik Dénem veya Canak-Comleksiz Neolitik Donem’e tarihlenebilecek yontma
tag buluntular tespit edilmistir. Fakat s6z konusu buluntular ¢ok az sayida érnekle temsil edil-
mektedir. Bununla birlikte Yesilli ilcesi Bahgebas1 Mahallesi’nde bulunan iki adet magara énemli
bilgiler vermektedir. S6z konusu magaralar Kiziltepe-Nusaybin ovasindan baslayip kuzeye dogru
acilan, yaklagik 11 km uzunlugundaki derin bir vadinin en kuzey sinirinda bulunmaktadir (Fig.

3 Metin Kartal vd., “Chipped Stone Assemblages of Kortik Tepe (Turkey),” Journal of Archaeological Science: Re-
ports 19 (2018): 92-99, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2018.02.017; Ergiil Kodas, “Cemka Hoyiik Geg Epipaleo-
litik/Proto Neolitik Dénem Yontma Tas Alet Tekno-Tipolojisi,”” TARE: Tiirk Arkeoloji ve Kiiltiirel Miras Enstitiisti
Dergisi 2 (2022): 97-130.



Giineydogu Anadolu’da Yeni Bir Tarih Oncesi Buluntu Yeri: Bahgebasi Magaralari, Mardin/Yesilli
E. Kodas, Y. Ciftci, K. Ozkan, C. Ider 13

2). Yaklagik 1100 m yiikseklikte bulunan magaralarin ortasinda bulunan vadi giineye dogru daha
genis bir form kazanmaktadir ve yaklasik 550 m yiikseklikte bulunan Kiziltepe-Nusaybin ovasin-
da son bulmaktadir. Magaralarin bulundugu alan tamamen kireg tasi1 kayaliklarla ¢evrilidir. S6z
konusu magaralarin yer aldigi bu noktada bolge i¢cin hala 6nemli olan bir kaynak suyu bulun-
maktadir. Bahgebas1 Magarasi 1 s6z konusu vadinin dogu yamacinda ve vadinin bati yamacinda
bulunan Bahgebasi Magarasi 2’nin hemen karsisindadir.

Bahgebasi Magarasi 1

Yesilli ilgesi Bahgebast Mahallesi’nin yaklasik 3 km kuzeydogusunda bulunan magaranin
tavaninin onemli bir boliimi ¢okmiistiir (Fig. 3). Magaranin girisi giineybatiya bakmaktadir. Yiik-
sekligi yer yer 3—4 m arasinda olan magara yaklasik 10 m genislige ve 7-8 m derinlige sahiptir.
Magara tabaninda yer yer kire¢ tagi ana kaya goriilmektedir. Magara ve terasi giinlimiizde hayvan
barinagi olarak kullanilmaktadir. Ayrica teras boliimiinde iizim baglar1 bulunmaktadir. Teras bo-
liimiinde bulunan bu baglik alanda, topragin da karistirilmasina bagh olarak, ¢ok sayida ¢akmak
tas1 ve obsidiyen parga ele gegmistir. Ele gecen toplam 50 adet yontma tas buluntu arasinda 37
adet cakmak tas1 ve 13 adet obsidiyen parca bulunmaktadir (Tablo 1). Bu parcalar arasinda iki ta-
nesi mikrodilgi ve digerleri ince yonga yapimina ait dort adet cakmak tas1 ¢ekirdek, biri obsidiyen
digeri ¢akmak tas1 iki adet dilgi, bir adet ¢akmak tas1 ince yonga, bir tanesi obsidiyen digerleri
cakmak tas1 {i¢c adet mikrodilgi, bir tanesi obsidiyen digerleri ¢cakmak tas1 ii¢ adet diizeltili dilgi
bulunmaktadir (Fig. 4). Aletlere bakildiginda iki tanesi ¢gakmak tagindan tas kalem, bir tanesi yon-
ga lizeri omurgali, digeri ise dilgi lizerine yapilan iki adet 6n kaziyici, bir adet obsidiyen ¢entikli
alet, iki adet cakmak tas1 delici, bir adet cakmak tas1 yarimay, bir tanesi obsidiyen digeri cakmak
tas1 iki adet ticgen ve bir adet obsidiyen mikro ug tespit edilmistir. Ayrica bir adet moustérien ug
ve 19’u ¢akmak tagindan geri kalani ise obsidiyenden olan yongalar ve liretim atiklar1 ele gec-
mistir. S6z konusu parcalara genel olarak bakildiginda dilgi, mikrodilgi ve ince yonga (2,3 cm
uzunlukta ve 1,3 cm genislikte) tasimaliklarimin baskin oldugu gériilmektedir. Ozellikle mikrolit
aletler Canak-C6mleksiz Neolitik Donem ve Epipaleolitik Donem’e igaret etmektedir.® Fakat ele
gecen mikro ug tipolojik agidan Nizzanim uglariyla benzer 6zellikler sergilemektedir (Fig. 4).5 Bu
noktada Nizzanim uglarin Geg¢ Neolitik Donem’e ait olduklart unutulmamalidir. Fakat alanda bu
doneme ait olabilecek herhangi bir ¢comlek parcasi ele gegcmemistir. Yerlesime kronolojik agidan
bakildiginda Paleolitik Cag’da, Epipaleolitik Donem’de ve Canak-(Comleksiz Neolitik Donem’de
iskan gérmiis veya ziyaret edilmis olabilecegi sdylenebilir.

Bahgebasi Magarasi 2

Yesilli ilgesi Bahgebagi Mahallesi’nin yaklasik 1 km batisinda bulunan magaranin tabanin-
da yer yer ana kaya goriilmektedir (Fig. 5). Magaranin girisi doguya bakmaktadir. Yiiksekligi yer
yer 2-2,5 m arasinda olan magara yaklasik 10 m genislige ve 9 m derinlige sahiptir. Giiniimiizde
hayvan barmagi olarak kullanilmaktadir. Teras boliimiinde ¢ok sayida cakmak tasi ve obsidiyen

4 Metin Kartal, Tiirkiye'de Son Avci-Toplayicilar: Konar-Gégerlikten Yerlesik Yasama Gegis; Epi-Paleolitik Donem
(istanbul: Arkeoloji ve Sanat Yayinlar1, 2009); Eleni Asouti vd., “The Zagros Epipaleolithic Revisited: New Ex-
cavations and 14C Dates from Palegawra Cave in Iraqi Kurdistan.” Plos One 15, no. 9 (2020): 1-99, https://doi.
org/10.1371/journal.pone.0239564.

5 Metin Kartal, Yontmatas Ug¢lar (Ankara: Bilgin Kiiltlir Sanat, 2019).
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dilgi, mikrodilgi ve yonga ele gecmistir. Magara igerisinde de bir adet yonga ele gecmistir. Ele
gecen parcalar arasinda bir adet moustérien ug, iki adet diizeltili yonga, bir adet mikrodilgi ¢ekir-
degi ve iki adet obsidiyen dilgi ele gegmistir (Tablo 2, Fig. 6). S6z konusu pargalar genellikle Orta
Paleolitik Donem ve Epipaleolitik Donem’e isaret etmektedir. Ayrica magara terasinda hayvan
kemigi pargalar1 da tespit edilmistir.

Sonug

2022 yilinda baslatilan Mardin ili Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli ve Nusaybin ilceleri Pleistosen
ve Erken Holosen Donem Arkeolojik Yiizey Arastirmasi kapsaminda ¢ok sayida magara ve tera-
sinda Geg¢ Epipaleolitik Donem veya Canak-Comleksiz Neolitik Donem’e tarihlendirilebilecek
yontma tag buluntular toplanmistir (Fig. 7). S6z konusu yeni veriler bélgenin Younger Dryas ve
Erken Holosen Donemi hakkinda bilgi vermesi acisindan dnemlidir. Bu donemlere tarihlenen
magaralar 2020 yilinda Mardin ili Maz1 Dag1 Bolgesi’nde de tespit edilmistir.® Yesilli ilgesi Bah-
cebas1t Mahallesi siirlarinda ova ile daglik bolge arasinda gegis saglayan derin bir vadinin en
kuzey sinirinda bulunan Bahgebasi 1 ve Bahgebas1 2 Magaralari, bolgede Geg Epipaleolitik Do-
nem veya Canak-Comleksiz Neolitik Donem’de ortalama 1000—1100 m yiikseklikteki magarala-
rin iskan gormiis veya avlanma ile ilgi olarak yer yer ziyaret edilmis olabileceklerini gostermesi
bakimindan 6nemlidir. Vadi ¢ikislarinda veya vadilere hakim konumlarda bulunan magaralarin
konumu beslenme ve uygun barinma ortamu ile iliskili olarak iskan gordiikleri veya ziyaret edil-
diklerini diistindlirmektedir. Son yillarda bolgede yapilan ¢aligmalar bir arada diisliniildiigiinde
bolgenin daglik alanlarinda Younger Dryas siirecinde magaralarin yogun bir sekilde iskan gordii-
giinii veya av gibi faaliyetlerle iligkili olarak ziyaret edilmis olabileceklerini diigiindlirmektedir.
Bu baglamda bolgenin neolitiklesme siirecinin sadece nehir kenarinda bulunan héytikler lizerin-
den incelenmesinin eksik kaldigini ve s6z konusu donem aktivitelerinin ve yerlesme modellerinin
incelenmesi agisindan magara ve kaya alt1 siginaklar1 gibi alanlarin da incelenmesinin dnemli
oldugunu gostermektedir.” Son olarak en azindan Mardin Bolgesi’nde ova ile daglik alan arasinda
dogal gecis alan1 olusturan vadilerin daha sistematik bir sekilde arastirilmasinin giderek daha da
onem kazandig1 sOylenebilir. Bu baglamda Mardin merkezde tespit edilen Sikefta Brehi (13 Mart
Magarasi, Fig. 7/a-1) hem Epipaleolitik Donem hakkinda bilgi vermesi hem de hemen kuzeyinde
bir av alaninin (Kites) bulunmasi agisindan 6nemlidir. Ayrica bolgenin kuzey ve kuzeydogusunda
bulunan Cemka Hoytik, Kortik Tepe ve Boncuklu Tarla gibi hoytiklerde de Geg Epipaleolitik D6-
nem tabakalarinin tespit edilmis olmasi bu sorunsali daha da derinlestirmektedir.® Son nokta ise
Zagros hattinda bulunan ¢ok sayida yerlesim yerinin de magaralar iizerinden tanimlanmis oldugu-
nun unutulmamasi gerektigidir.? Bu baglamda bolgede ortalama 500-550 m yiikseklikte bulunan

6 Ergiil Kodas vd., “Yontmatas Bulgular Isiginda Giineydogu Anadolu Bélgesi’nde Yeni Bir Canak-Comleksiz Neoli-
tik Donem Yerlesim Yeri: Tarin Magaras1,” Anatolia 47 (2021): 77-96, https://doi.org/10.36891/anatolia.934227;
Ergiil Kodas vd., “Mardin ili Derik, Mazidag: ve Savur Tlgeleri 2020 Yil1 Yiizey Arastirmasi Tarihéncesi Dénem
Buluntulart: i1k Gozlemler,” Artuklu Insan ve Toplum Bilim Dergisi 7, no. 2 (2022): 99-117.

7 Kodas vd.,“Yontmatas Bulgular Isiginda,” 77-96; Kodas vd., “Mardin {li Derik, Mazidag1 ve Savur flgeleri,” 99—117.

8 Kartal vd., “Chipped Stone” 92-99; Kodas vd., “Yontmatas Bulgular Isiginda,” 77-96; Ergiil Kodas, “Un Nouveau Site
du Néolithique Précéramique dans la Vallée du Haut Tigre: Résultats Préliminaires de Boncuklu Tarla,” Neo-Lithics
19 (2019): 3-15.

9 Rose L. Solecki, An Early Village Site at Zawi Chemi Shanidar, Bibliotheca Mesopotamica 13 (Malibu: Undena, 1980);
Stefan Karol Koztowski, “From Zawi Chemi to M’lefaat,” Neolithic Chipped Stone Industries of the Fertile Cres-
cent, and Their Contemporaries in Adjacent Regions: Proceedings of the Second Workshop on PPN Chipped Lithic
Industries, Institute of Archaeology, Warsaw University, 3rd—7th April, 1995 iginde, der. Stefan Karol Koztowski ve
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ova ile (Kuzey Habur) 1000-1200 m yiikseklikte bulunan daglik bdlge arasinda (Mardin/Bagok/
Omerli/Maz1 Dag1) yapilacak calismalar, bu iki alan arasinda nasil farkliliklarin ve bir etkilesimin
kontekstinin olabileceginin incelenmesi acisindan ¢ok dnemlidir.

Tesekkiirler

Bu caligmanin baglamasi i¢in her tiirlii destegi saglayan Kiiltiir Varliklar1 ve Miizeler Genel
Midiirliigi ¢alisanlarina, ¢aligma kapsaminda emegi gecen meslektaslarima ve goniillii 6grenci-
lere, yontma tag buluntularin incelenmesi i¢in her tiirlii bilgiyi ve destegi veren Prof. Dr. Metin
Kartal ve Dr. Frederic Abbes’e sonsuz tesekkiirlerimi sunuyorum.

Hans Georg Gebel, Studies in Early Near Eastern Production, Subsistence, and Environment 3 (Berlin: Ex Oriente),
175-82; Deborah 1. Olszewski, “Middle East: Epipaleolithic,” Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology (16 Temmuz
2018): 1-8. https://doi. org/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1_682-2.
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Fig. 1: Settlements discovered in 2022 as part of the Pleistocene and Early Holocene Period Archaeological Survey in the
districts of Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli, and Nusaybin in Mardin province (E. Kodas).

Arastirmasi kapsaminda 2022 yilinda tespit edilen yerlesimler (E. Kodas).

Fig. 1: Mardin i Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli ve Nusaybin Ilgeleri Pleistosen ve Erken Holosen Dénem Arkeolojik Yiizey
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Fig. 2: The location of Bahcebasi Cave 1 and Bahcebasi Cave 2 (E. Kodas).
Fig. 2: Bahgebasi Madarasi 1 ve Bahgebasi Madarasi 2'nin konumu (E. Kodasg).
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Fig. 3: Image of Bahgebasi Cave 1 and the chipped stone fragments found on its terrace (project archive).
Fig. 3: Bahgebasi Magarasi 1’in genel goriinimii ve terasinda ele gecen yontma tas parcalar (Proje Arsivi).
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Fig. 4: Chipped stone fragments found in Bahgebasi Cave 1: 1. obsidian micro point, 2. crescent, 3—4. triangles, 5. flint
retouched blade, 6. obsidian microblade, 7. obsidian notched tool, 8. obsidian microblade, 9. flint retouched blade, 10. flint
burin, 11. flint, end scraper on blade, 12. perforator, 13. end scraper on flake, 14. thin flake, 15. cores (project archive).
Fig. 4: Bahgebasl Magarasi 1’de ele gegen yontma tas pargalar: 1. obsidiyen mikro ug, 2. yarimay, 3-4. licgen, 5. cakmak
tasi diizeltili dilgi, 6. obsidiyen mikrodilgi, 7. obsidiyen centikli alet, 8. obsidiyen mikrodilgi, 9. cakmak tasi diizeltili dilgi,
10. cakmak tasi kalem, 11. cakmak tasi, dilgi tizeri 6n kaziyici, 12. delici, 13. yonga lizeri 6n kaziyici, 14. ince yonga, 15.
cekirdekler (Proje Arsivi).

Fig. 5: Image of Bahcebasi Cave 1 and the chipped stone pieces found on its terrace (project archive).
Fig. 5: Bahgebasi Magarasi 1in genel goriniimii ve terasinda ele gecen yontma tas parcalar (Proje Arsivi).
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Flint b - Qs

Fig. 6: A drawing of the chipped stone tools found in the Bahcebagi Cave 1 (E. Kodas).
Fig. 6: Bahcebasl Magarasi 1’de ele gecen yontma tas aletlerin ¢izimi (E. Kodas).
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Fig. 7: In 2022, the Pleistocene and Early Holocene Period Archaeological Survey found settlements in the districts of Artuklu,
Kiziltepe, Yesilli, and Nusaybin in Mardin province, which had chipped stone finds that could be dated to the Late Epipaleolithic
period and the Pre-Pottery Neolithic period (project archive).

Fig. 7: Mardin 1Ii Artuklu, Kiziltepe, Yesilli ve Nusaybin Ilgeleri Pleistosen ve Erken Holosen Dénem Arkeolojik Yiizey
Arastirmasi kapsaminda 2022 yilinda tespit edilen bazi yerlesimlerde ele gecen ve Geg Epipaleolitik Donem ve Canak-Comleksiz
Neolitik Dénem’e tarihlendirilebilecek yontma tas buluntular (Proje Arsivi).

Akres magaras
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Bahgebasi Cave 1 Flint Obsidien Total
Bahgebasi Magarasi 1 CT Obsidiyen Toplam
Thin flake core ) )
Ince yonga ¢ekirdegi
Micro-blade core ) ’
Mikrodilgi ¢ekirdegi
BI
fade 1 1 2
Dilgi
Thin blade ! !
Ince dilgi
Micro-blade ) 1 3
Mikrodilgi
Retouched blad
Cone e > aee 1 2 3
Diizeltili Dilgi
Tas kal
as' alem 5 ) 5
Burin
End scraper on flake ! !
Yonga iizeri 6n kaziyici
End scraper on blade ! !
Dilgi iizeri 6n kaziyici
Notched blade 1 !
Centikli dilgi
Perforat
er .o?a or 5 ] 5
Delici
Crescent ! 1
Yarimay
I le triangl
soscale "rlang e ! ! )
Eskanar tiggen
Micro point (Nizzanim ?) - 1 1
Producti t
Pro }10 1onv waste 19 6 25
Uretim atig1
Levallois point { 1
Levallois ug
Total
37 13 50
Toplam

Table 1: Distribution of the chipped stone finds in Bahgebasi Cave 1.
Tablo 1: Bahcebasl Magarasi 1’de ele gecen yontma tas buluntularin dagilimi.
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Bahcebasi Cave 2 Flint Obsidien Total

Bahcebasi Magarasi 2 CT Obsidiyen Toplam
Bl

lade 2 2
Dilgi
Micro-blade core !
Mikrodilgi ¢ekirdegi
Moustérien point {
Moustérien ug
Retouched flake 5
Diizeltili yonga
Total

2 6

Toplam

Table 2: Distribution of the chipped stone finds in Bahgebasi Cave 2.
Tablo 2: Bahgebasi Magarasi 2’de ele gecen yontma tas buluntularin dagihimi.
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