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Two Galatian Cults in Dacia

Stephen MITCHELL*

1. Zeus Erosenos - Iuppiter Erusenus

One of the unpublished inscriptions housed in the Roman Baths at Ankara, is a small crudely finished
column of andesite stone, height 1.15; diameter 0.38. It currently lies at the rear of the excavated area
close to the western boundary fence of the archaeological park and has no inventory number. During
my work on the epigraphic collection at Ankara I was unable to find out anything about the stone’s
provenance, but the material itself is typical of the region around and to the north of Ankara. The
column has no ornamentation, but the area where the inscription has been carved is rougher than
the rest of the column. In addition, there are indistinct traces of lettering below the final line of the
legible text, which suggests that the stone may have previously carried another inscription, which was
then crudely erased. Alternatively, the mason may have made mistakes in the cutting, which then
had to be corrected. The letters are between four and five centimetres high and have cursive forms
for epsilon, sigma, and omega (see fig. 1: photo of stone; and fig. 2: photo of squeeze). The text reads:

A

AWEpoo-
nvo I1o-
VTOCG €0-
4 [xInv
Fig. 1 “Pontus made a vow for Zeus Erosenos.”

1: there is a gap between the rho and the omicron with an apparent trace of a letter from the previous
carving on the column. The squeeze confirms the reading’Epoonv@®. 4: the reading at the beginning
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16 Stephen MITCHELL

of this line is very indistinct, and the squeeze suggests an omicron rather than a chi. There are appar-
ently traces of two lines of an earlier text after this line.

The inscription should probably date to the second century AD and this would suit the letter forms.
The dedicator had not received the pseudo-praenomen Aurelius, and the text should belong before
AD 212. On the other hand, inscriptions from Ancyra and North Galatia in general were relatively
unusual before the second century, and an earlier date is unlikely. The name of the dedicator is not
common. According to LGPN, the Latin form Pontus appears in an inscription of Pompeii in the
tirst century BC or first century AD (CIL IV 6830; however, this may denote the geographical region),
while ITovtog is attested at Samos in the first century BC (IG XI1.6.1, 464, 10) and at Cos at an un-
certain date (IG XII.4.3, 1397). A Lucius Marcius Pontus is attested in a long list of persons who made
a dedication at Rome to the Pax Aeterna of the emperor Vespasian and his household (CIL VI
36747e). Other Latin examples are attested at Theveste in Africa (CIL VIII 16662; fourth or fifth
century) and at Puteoli in Campania (CIL X 2590). The personal name doubtless derived from the
ancient name for the Black Sea, Pontos, which itself derived from a non-Greek root meaning a way
or a path, usually over sea or water.'

Although no other dedications to Zeus Erosenus have been reported from Asia Minor, the cult is
attested by two Latin texts from Roman Dacia. One of these is CIL III 859 (ILS 4083) from near Cluj-
Clausenberg, the site of Napoca in Dacia:

I.O. M.
Eruseno
Aur. Alex. A.urelius Alexander'willingly paid his vow to Iu-
piter Optimus Maximus Erusenus.
4  ander

v(otum) s(olvit) I(ibens).

Mommsen, followed by Dessau, recognized from the Greek adjectival ending -enus that this should
be one of the cults introduced by settlers from Asia Minor to Dacia, and suggested that it derived
from Eriza in Caria (Livy 38.14. 1; Pliny, NH 10.43, 124). However, the ethnic corresponding to Eriza
was Erizenus.” Moreover, all the attested Dacian cults that originated in Asia Minor came from Ga-
latia or from parts of Bithynia and Paphlagonia that bordered Galatia. Aurelius Alexander should be
a member of an emigrant Galatian family, whose origins can now be traced to the Ankara region.

A small altar (0.37 x 0.32 x 0.19; letters 0.03-055) dedicated to the same cult has been recorded in the
territory of Alburnus Maior in the mining district of Rosia Montana (CIL III 7829; Inscr. Dac. Rom.
I11.3, 410; C. Ciongradi, Die romischen Steindenkmdler aus Alburnus Maior [Cluj-Napoca 2009], 69
no. 66). The stone is now stored in the depot of the Museum of Dacian and Roman Civilisation at
Deva, and the text reads (fig. 3. Lupa 17717).

! Moorhouse 1940; Allen 1947; Mitchell 2002.
2 Ptolemy V.2.15:Epu{nhot emended to Epi{nvoi.
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I. REVSE I(ovi) (Erjuse-
NO PO no po-
SVIT suit

..... [--]

... set this up for Iupiter Erusenus.

1: the first letter was interpreted as a T in CIL, and T(ito) Reuseno is favoured in the on-line editions
of the text (Claus-Slaby Datenbank EDCS-28400531; EDH 046111). However, this would be an ir-
regular Roman name formation, and Reusenus lacks convincing parallels. I. Russu, the editor of the
corpus of Dacian inscriptions, hesitated between reading the initial letter as T or I. In the former case
it could be interpreted as T(itus) followed by Reusenus, or as Treusenus, but he preferred the reading
I(ovi), accepting that the initial letters of the unfamiliar ethnic adjective Eruseno were reversed by
the stone cutter. 3: the name of the dedicator doubtless followed the verb.

Following Russu, this should be interpreted as another second or third century dedication to Iuppiter
Erusenus. It came from a sanctuary in the mining district of Rosia Montana, like several other votive
texts put up by immigrants from Galatia or the neighbouring regions, as discussed in the commentary
to the following text.

2. Zeus of the Seven Villages.

Another small altar (0.61 x 0.28) from the area of the Rosia Montana gold mines on the territory of
Alburnus Maior was published with the following readings and has been interpreted as a dedication
to an otherwise unattested Zeus Sittakomikos: Daicoviciu 1941, 303 no. 5; Bull. ép. 1943, 48; AE 1944,
26; Noeske 1977, 373-426: 381 no. 16; SEG 25, 831; Inscr. Daciae Romanae 111.3, 409; Ruscu 2003, 16
no. 7. See fig. 4.

Alwv AO

IANOY e-

oxnV Ae-
4 t Cittakw-

UK®.

Fig. 4
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The altar was found on a hill called Carpen with four other altars with Greek inscriptions, dedicated
to Zeus Narenos, Zeus Sarnendenos and Zeus Kimistenos, and they doubtless all came from the same
ancient sanctuary.’ The reading of the text should be corrected in the light of a dedication found by
I. W. Macpherson at the Yukar: Igde Agag, on the territory of the Choria Considiana, an imperial
estate in western Galatia, which refers to a cult of Zeus of the Seven Villages (RECAM II, 37; see fig.
5). The text is on the pediment and shaft of an altar, decorated with a garland and a bull’s head, which
has been deliberately damaged.

Dieivog CD1EC.J[ -]

iepatevwy k& Nava Tai-

ov 1] yvvij avtod iepicoa
4 k¢ BaPag k¢ Taiog o Té[K]-

va anT-

v Aei

‘Entakw-
8 peitw-

v pwpo-

D e0ynv.
“Phileinos (of Phi . . ?) holding the priesthood,
and Nana daughter of Gaius, his wife, the priest-
ess, and Babas and Gaius their children made a

vow of an altar for Zeus of the inhabitants of the
Seven Villages.”

Fig. 5

The seven villages certainly belonged to the imperial estate called the choria Considiana based at
Yukar1 Igde Agag.* The name can also be recognized in a slightly changed form on the Dacian dedi-
cation, which should be read as:

Alwv Ao-

vov &-

o A Dio son of Domnus made a vow for Zeus Hep-
XY 8e takomikos (of the Seven Villages).

UEntaxow-

UIK®.

3 1. At Napnv® koMnyetov ebxrv (Daicoviciu 1941, 303 no. 4 (Bull. Ep. 1943, 48; AE 1944, 25; Noeske 1977,
373-426: 380 no. 15; SEG 25, 829; IDR 3.3, 398; Ruscu 2003, 13 no. 3); 2. Anuritptog Aplaxet Aei Napnv edynv
(Daicoviciu 1941, 302 no. 2; Bull. Ep. 1943, 48; AE 1944, 23; Noeske 1977, 373-426: 381 no. 16; SEG 25, 828;
IDR 3.3, 399; Ruscu 2003, 14 no. 4); 3. Al Zapvevdnvd koAryetov edxnv (Daicoviciu 1941, 301-2 no. 1; Bull.
Ep. 1943, 48; AE 1944, 22; Noeske 1977, 373-426: 380 no. 14; SEG 25, 830; IDR 3.3, 400; Ruscu 2003, 14 no. 5.
4. Mbpwv Al Kyiotn v evxrv (found before the other texts; Daicoviciu 1941, 301 no. 8; Bull. Ep. 1943, 48; AE
1944, 20; Noeske 1977, 380 no. 13; SEG 25, 825; IDR 3.3, 432; Ruscu 2003, 17 no. 8).

4See RECAM II 37 comm., and Mitchell 1993, 1, 153.
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1-2: A(ov)xiavod, AE, Noeske, Ruscu; Aotavod, Daicoviciu, Russu; Adpvov, which was very common
in Galatia, can be restored with confidence. 4: cursive epsilon should be read instead of sigma and the
following letters iota tau as a pi, so that Zittakwpik® becomes Entakwpk®.

Like the cults of Zeus Narenus and Zeus Sarnendenus, which originated in western Galatia, the wor-
ship of Zeus of the Seven Villages was also introduced to the mining district of Dacia by Galatian
immigrants. In fact a recent survey of Galatia’s western borderland with Asia and Bithynia, between
the Sangarius (Sakarya) and Tembris (Porsuk) rivers, where the choria Considiana was situated, has
included the discovery near the village of Calgak of a necropolis belonging to a community of quarry-
men and their families.” It is likely that most of the Galatian colonists of the Rosia Montana mining
district were already mine or quarry workers, whose skills and experience could be used in the rapid
exploitation of the newly conquered province, especially its gold mines.

All these inscriptions retained the Greek language, and included personal names which were charac-
teristic or common in central Asia Minor. Domnos was one of the commonest names in Galatia (see
RECAM II index).® These are indications that the dedications belong to the early period of the Gala-
tian settlement in Dacia, probably to the first generation after the Trajanic conquest. The form
‘Entakwpukadg, as a variant of ‘Entakwpeitng which appears in the Galatian text, seems to be a lingu-
istic aberration. The Greek adjective kwpikog was otherwise almost invariably derived from k®dpog
and referred to comic acting. However, in the present context there can be no doubt that it relates to
the noun xwpr}, simply meaning ‘of the village’. Perhaps Dio son of Domnus was a first-language
speaker of Celtic Galatian with an imperfect grasp of Greek, and there was no one available in Dacia
to correct him.

It is interesting to trace the development of these Asia Minor cults through their linguistic format.
The first Galatian settlers from the east used Greek for their dedications (although it is quite likely
that their spoken language at this date was a form of Celtic). Subsequently, the community became
Latin speaking, as is shown by the simple votive text for Iovi Eruseno. By the late second and third
centuries all the epigraphic evidence for Galatian settlers in Dacia is in Latin. The dedications made
in cities by members of the municipal governing class, who were of Galatian origin but had now
become Roman citizens, show how these obscure and modest Asia Minor cults for Zeus achieved
much more prominent status by being combined with the worship of Iupiter Optimus Maximus. The
dedication to Iovi Optimo Maximo Eruseno by Aurelius Alexander can be compared to the Latin
dedications of the late second or early third century set up at Apulum for I. O. M. Taviano (CIL III
1088; IDRIIL.5, 228), I. O. M. Bussumario (CIL III 14215, 15; ILS 4621; IDR II1.5, 206), I. O. M. Soli
Bussurigio (AE 1944, 32; IDR IIL.5, 207) and I. O M. Cimisteno (AE 1964, 186; IDR IIL5, 208; AE
1964, 185; IDR II1.5, 209).

5 Giiney 2016, 125-39.

¢ For an interpretation of the name as derived from the Celtic Dumn- root, see Coskun 2013, 89.
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Fig. 1. Inscribed votive column for Zeus Erusenus, Ankara (S. Mitchell).

Fig. 2. Squeeze of inscription for Zeus Erusenus, Ankara (S. Mitchell).

Fig. 3. Latin dedication to Iuppiter Erusenus (CIL III 7829; Inscr. Dac. Rom. 111.3, 410; photo © Deva
- Muzeul Civilizatiei Dacice si Romane Fotograf: Ortolf Harl [2010]).

Fig. 4. Votive altar from Rosia Montana, territory of Alburnus Maior (Figure from Inscr. Daciae

Romanae 111.3, 409).

Fig. 5. Votive altar for Zeus of the Seven Villages, western Galatia (RECAM II, 37; Photo I. W. Mac-

pherson).
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Dacia’da iki Galat Kiiltii
Ozet

Ankara veya gevresinden ele gegen bir yazit Zeus Erusenos’a bir adag1 icermektedir. Bu tanri, Roma
Doénemi Dacia’sinda (Romanya) bulunan iki Latince yazitta da belgelenmistir ve bu kiilt, tipki Galatia
ya da dogu Bithynia’daki diger yerel kiiltler gibi, Imparator Traianus tarafindan fethedilip Roma top-
raklarina dahil edilen yeni eyalet Dacia’ya Asia Minor’dan getirilmistir. Dacia’da igeriginde Zeus Sit-
takomikos’a adak yapildig1 okunan Yunanca adak yazitindaki ifade Zeus Heptakomikos olarak degis-
tirilmeli ve bat1 Galatia’da Chéra Considiana olarak adlandirilan imparator arazisinde tapinim goren
Yedi Koyler Zeus'u (Zeus Heptakomeiton) kiltii ile 6zdeslestirilmelidir. Muhtemelen Dacia’da pek
¢ok Galatiali goggmen maden ve tas ocaklarinda ¢alismaktaydi.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Ankyra; Dacia’daki Galatiali gogmenler; dil kullanimi (Yunanca ve Latince); ma-
dencilik; Zeus kultleri.

Two Galatian Cults in Dacia
Abstract

An unpublished inscription from Ancyra or its territory contains a dedication to Zeus Erusenos. This
deity is also attested on two Latin inscriptions found in Roman Dacia (Roumania), and the cult, like
several other local cults from Galatia or eastern Bithynia, was exported from Asia Minor to the new
province of Dacia after it was conquered and annexed by the emperor Trajan. A Greek dedication to
Zeus Sittakomikos recorded in Dacia should be emended to Zeus Heptakomikos, and identified with
the cult of Zeus of the Seven Villages (Zeus Heptakomeitén), who was worshipped on the imperial
estate called the Chora Considiana in western Galatia. Many of the Galatian migrants may have been
involved in mining and quarry work.

Keywords: Ancyra; Galatian migrants; language use (Greek and Latin); mining; Zeus cults.

Gephyra 14, 2017, 15-21




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


