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Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal inang¢ Duzeylerinin
Degerlendirilmesi

UlkU ULUKAYA OTELES!, Erol KOCOGLU? ve Fatima Betul DEMIR?

Ozet

Paranormal inanglar, bilimsel manada agiklanamayan
astroloji, batil inang, olagandisi yasam formlari gibi duyu disi
olgulardir. Bu olgular toplumlarin yasam bicimleri Uzerinde
etkili olmakla birlikte bazi toplumlarin ¢cag disi tutum ve
davranislara sahip olmasina yol acmaktadir. figili durum
toplumlarin  bilimsel dudnyaya uyumu ve gelisimini
zorlastirmaktadir. Bu inanglar o6zellikle gencglerin  yasam
bicimleri ve geleceklerini sekillendirme noktasinda én plana
¢lkmaktadir. Geng¢ nufusun onemli  bir kisminin lisans
duzeyinde yer almasi ve bu diuzeyde yer alan gencglerin bilimde
karsiligr olmayan olgu ve durumlar olan paranormal inanglari
daha bilingli bir sekilde degerlendirebilecekleri
dusunulmektedir. Bu baglamda yapilan bu arastirmada, lisans
ogrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ dlzeylerinin belirlenerek,
degerlendiriilmesi amacglanmistir.  Paralel karma yoéntem
deseni ile tasarlanan bu arastirmanin nicel ¢alisma grubunu
357 lisans o&grencisi, nitel ¢alisma grubunu ise 30 lisans
ogrencisi olusturmaktadir. Arastirmada veri toplama araci
olarak  “Paranormal Inan¢ Duzey Olcegi” ve “vari
Yapilandiriimis Gordsme Formu” kullaniimistir. ElIde edilen nicel
verilerin analizinde parametrik testlerden t-testi, ANAVO; nitel
verilerin  analizinde  ise icerik analizi  kullanilmistir.
Arastirmadan elde edilen sonuc¢lara gore, lisans 6grencilerinin
paranormal inanclarinin  orta duzeyde oldugu ve cesitli
degiskenler (cinsiyet, sinif duizeyi vb.) baglaminda farkllik
gosterdigi gorilmektedir. Ayrica lisans égrencileri paranormal
inanglarin ganluk yasamlarina c¢esitli yansimalari oldugunu
belirtmislerdir. Bu sonucglar dogrultusunda, ogrencilere
verilecek bilimsel egitim ile paranormal inanglari elestirel
baglamda degerlendirmelerine katki saglanabilir.
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Elestirme, sorgulama, bagimsiz ve arastirma temelli 6grenme ile ¢elisen
paranormal inan¢ kavrami, dogmatik duslUnce ile benzerlik
gostermektedir. Her iki dusunce bicimi de tarihsel sure¢ boyunca
elestirilmistir. Fakat bu dusunce bicimleri ézellikle paranormal inanclar
varligini gunumuze kadar korumustur. Bu baglamda paranormal inang
kavraminin on yargilardan uzak bir yaklasimla degerlendirilmesi
gerekmektedir. Nitekim gunumuzde elde ettigi basarilari, kazanimlari
ve odulleri sahip oldugu paranormal inan¢ bakisina dayandiran bircok
toplumun bulunmasi, paranormal inanclarin yeniden
degerlendirilmesini zaruri hale getirdigi ifade edilebilir. Ayrica gunumuz
dunyasinda, teknolojinin gelismesiyle paranormal inanclar dijital
ortamlarda da kendine yer bulmustur. Oysaki bilim ve teknolojide
yasanan gelismelerin paranormal inanclari ortadan kaldirilacagi
dusunulmektedir. Bu c¢eliskinin incelenmesi baglaminda lisans
ogrencilerinin paranormal inanca iliskin goéruslerinin
degerlendirilmesinin dnemli oldugu dusunulmektedir.

Paranormal inang

Postmodernizm, agirlikli olarak siyaset, sanat ve mimari de etkisini
hissettirmis fakat zamanla dini alanda da degisikliklere yol agmistir. Bu
dusunce akimi her ne kadar modernizmin bir anti tezi olarak ortaya
cikip, onun dayandigl temel prensipleri sorgulasa da aslinda insanligin
gelecege karsi duydugu guvensizlige ve anlam arayisina cevap
olamamistir. Ozellikle postmodernizmin yaptidi bireysellesme vurgusu
21. yuzyihin insanlarint yasanilan sorunlar karsisinda yalniz ve caresiz
birakmistir. Bireyler yasanilan dunyanin gittikce karmasiklasan ve
belirsiz yapisi karsisinda careyi dini fenomenlere dayanmakta
bulmustur. Bell'in de (2006) ifade ettigi gibi “Kutsalin dénusu”
yasanmakta ve yeni dini formlar ve dini fenomenler ortaya cikmaktadir.
Bu fenomenlerin kabulU ise insanlar icin dunyaylr daha anlaml
kilmaktadir. Boylece animistik bir dunya duzeni ortaya cikmaktadir. Bu
yeni dunya duzeni mekanik, bilimsel yasalara uymamakta ve
materyalizme indirgenememektedir (Arslan, 2015; Hergovich ve
digerleri, 2008). Dahasi paranormal olgulara dayandirilmaktadir.

Paranormal sézcugu “para” on ekinden olusur, para on eki eski
Yunancadan gelir ve “bir seyin disinda” ve “Otesinde” anlamlarini icerir.
Paranormal terim olarak, doga kanunlarinin sinirlarina dahil
edilemeyen, bilimsel manada aciklanamayan astroloji, buyu, falcilik,
batil inang, olagandisi yasam formlari, ruhculuk, telepati, telekinezi ve
duyu disi olgulari tanimlamada kullanilir (Arslan, 2011, s. 14). O halde
paranormal inancin bilimin temel sinirlayict ilkelerini ihlal ettigi
soylenebilir (Broad, 1953).
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Paranormal inanclar iki farkli temel boyuta ayrilmaktadir. Bunlar
geleneksel dini inanclara dayall paranormal inanclar ve dini olmayan
klasik paranormal inanclardir. Geleneksel dini inanclara dayall
paranormal inanclar; cennet, cehennem, cin, seytan, melek ve ahiret
gibi fenomenlere icerirken, dini olmayan klasik paranormal inanclar; psi,
buyuculluk, batil inang, spiritualizm, olaganustu yasam formlari ve
onsezi gibi fenomenleri icermektedir. Paranormal inanclarin iki temel
boyuta ayrilmasini dikkate alan arastirmacilar paranormal inancin
olusumuna yonelik teoriler dretmeye baslamislardir. Bu teoriler uyum
ve vekalet teorileridir (Arslan, 2011, Tobacyk, 2004). Uyum teorisi, dini
inancgla paranormal inan¢ arasinda guclu bir bag oldugunu kabul
etmektedir. Bu dogrultuda dini kimlikleri yUksek olan insanlarin,
paranormal inanclarinin da yuksek oldugu kabul edilir (Arslan, 2011).
Fakat Irwin (1993, s. 13) tarafindan yapilan calisma bireyin tanimladigi
belirli dinin veya mezhebin paranormal inancla hicbir ilgisi olmadigi
yonundedir. Wuthnow (1978, s. 71) ise din ve paranormal inanclar
arasinda bir benzerlik oldugunu savunmaktadir. Vekalet teorisinde ise
dini inanci zayif olan insanlarin ya da herhangi bir dini inanca sahip
olmayan insanlarin paranormal inanclari daha fazla benimseyecedi
savunulmaktadir. Boylelikle paranormal inanclarin dinin islevsel bir
alternatifi olabilecegdi anlayisi kabul edilmektedir. Nitekim bir dini
inanca sahip olmayan insanlarin dinin cevap verdigi sorulara cevap
verecek alternatif bir fikirler dizisine ihtiya¢c duymalari beklenmektedir
(Arslan, 2011, Emmons ve Sobal, 1981).

Din ile paranormal inanc¢ arasindaki iliskinin negatif veya pozitif
olduguna yénelik teorileri destekleyen ve curuten calismalarin oldugu
goérulmektedir. Bu kapsamda séz konusu teorilerden birinin digerinden
daha guclu oldugunu soylemek yanlis olacaktir. Fakat hem dinin hem
de paranormal inancglarin ortak bilim disi fenomenleri kabulu ve bilimin
sinirlarint asan ilkeleri paylasmasinin boylesi bir iliskiyi dogurmus
oldugunu soylemek yanlis olmayacaktir (Arslan, 2011). Fakat burada
Uzerinde 6nemle durulmasi gereken en temel husus paranormal inang
ve olgularin bilimsel gelismelerin 6nemli olcude arttigr gunumuz
toplumlarinda nasil varhgini devam ettirdigi hatta nasil giderek
guclendigidir.

Geleneksel dinlerde ve olusturulan yeni dini formlarda kendine yer
bulan paranormal inanclarin yayginlasmasinda etkili olan en temel
unsurlardan biri insanin kendini ve evreni anlamlandirmada c¢aresiz
kalmasidir. Gecmisten gunumuze insan cevap bulamadigl sorulara
karsi bilinmeyenin varligina siginmayi tercih etmistir. Bu durumun bir
baska nedeni ise modern dunyanin bireyleri &zgurlestirme ve
bireysellestirme cabalarinin aslinda onu yalnizliga itmesidir. Tek basina
yasadigl problemlere ¢cézUm Uretemeyen bireyler ise yuzUnu rasyonel
dunyanin ruhsuz yani karsisinda mistik guclere, efsanelere ve yeni dini
formlara donmustur. Nitekim paranormal inanislar; kaygiya sebep olan,
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risk teskil eden ve belirsizlige yol acan olay ve durumlar karsisinda
bireyin kendini korumasina, rahatlatmasina yardimci olan bir
mekanizma olarak devreye girmekte ve kisinin psikolojik ihtiyacglarini
karsilayabilmektedir. Bilim insanlari tarafindan yapilan pek ¢ok calisma
da bu dusunceyi destekler niteliktedir (Arslan, 2011; Miller ve Hoffman,
1995). Bireyin bu ilgi ve ihtiyaci ise medya tarafindan fark edilmis ve
paranormal inanclar sermaye olarak kullanilmaya baslanmistir.
GUnUumuzde paranormal olgularin etrafinda sekillenen romanlari,
sinema filmleri ve reklamlari sikca gérmek mumkundur. Medya ve kitle
iletisimm araclari vasitasiyla etkisini ve gucUnu artiran paranormal
inanclar esasen insanlhgini ortaya ciktigi tarihten itibaren varhgini
surdurmektedir (Arslan, 2011).

Sonuc¢ olarak, ge¢cmisten gunumuze paranormal olgular varhgini
devam ettirmekte ve tum kultdrlerde kendine yasam alani
acabilmektedir. Bu inanclar cogunlukla din ile iliskilendirilmektedir.
insanlarin kontrol edemedidi olgu ve durumlara karsl ézellikle 6lum
korkusuna karsi gelistirdigi paranormal inanc¢lar kultarden kualture
farklihk gosterebilecegi gibi farkl kulturlerde ortak paranormal inancglar
paylasilabilmektedir. KlUresellesmenin kulturlerarasi iliskileri
destekleyen yapisi ve sosyal medyanin paranormal olgulari birer
sermaye olarak kullanmasinin ilgili durumda etkili oldugu séylenebilir.
Nitekim kuresellesme geleneksel olana dzendirici bir yana da sahiptir
(Robertson, 2003). Bu dogrultuda bu arastirmanin amaci, lisans
ogrencilerinin  paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin cesitli degiskenler
acisindan incelenmesi ve paranormal inanclara iliskin goéruslerinin
degerlendirilmesidir. Bu amac¢ dogrultusunda asagidaki sorulara cevap
aranmaktadir:

1)Lisans &égrencilerinin paranormal inang¢ duzeyleri nedir?

2)Lisans &grencilerinin  paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin  cesitli
degiskenler (cinsiyet, sinif duzeyi, yasamin cogunlugunun gecirildigi
yerlesim yeri, 6grenim gorunen fakulte, aile gelir duzeyi) baglaminda
farklilik gostermekte midir?

3)Lisans égrencilerinin paranormal inanclara yonelik gorusleri nelerdir?
Yontem
Arastirmanin Modeli

Arastirmada, nicel ve nitel arastirma yontem asamalarinin es zamanli
olarak kullanildigl paralel desenden yararlaniimistir. Paralel desende,
nicel ve nitel yontemlere esit dncelik verilmekte ve verilerin analizi
birbirinden ayri tutulmaktadir. Elde edilen sonuclar, genel yorumlama
yapilarak butunlestirimektedir (Creswell ve Clark, 2014). Mevcut
calismanin nicel kisminda, lisans &grencilerinin paranormal inang
duzeyinin belirlenmesinde Aslan (2010) tarafindan gelistirilen 27
maddelik paranormal inanc¢ olcegi kullanilmistir. Arastirmanin nitel
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boyutunda ise arastirmacilar tarafindan hazirlanan lisans égrencilerinin
paranormal inanclara iliskin goruslerini almak icin acik uclu sorulardan
olusan yari yapilandirilmis gérusme formu kullanilmistir.

Calisma Grubu

Arastirmanin c¢alisma grubunu, 2022-2023 egitim-6gretim yilinda
Turkiye'deki 3 devlet Universitesinin 7 farkl fakultesinde 6grenim goren
lisans 6grencileri olusturmaktadir. Arastirmada kolay ulasilabilir durum
orneklemesinden yararlanilarak belirlenen 1. 2. 3. ve 4. sinif 357 lisans
ogrencisi arastirmanin érneklemini olusturmaktadir. Kolay ulasilabilir
durum orneklemesi arastirmacilara mesafe, zaman, maliyet acisindan
kolayliklar saglayan ornekleme turudur (Yildirirm ve Simsek, 2016).
Arastirmanin nicel boyutunu desteklemek amaciyla nicel bolumune
katilan égrencilerden seckisiz olarak belirlenen 30 lisans égrencisiyle
yarl yapilandirilmis gérusmeler yapilmistir.

Tablo 1

Calisma Grubuna Yénelik Betimsel Istatistik Sonuclar
Cinsiyet N %
Kadin 201 56.3
Erkek 156 437
Toplam 357 100
Sinif Kademesi
1.Sinif 15 322
2.S5inif 75 21.0
3.Sinif 69 19.3
4. Sinif 98 27.5
Toplam 357 100
Ogrenim Goérulen Fakulte
Egitim Fakultesi 189 529
Fen Edebiyat Fakultesi 30 8.4
Muhendislik Fakultesi 26 73
Tip Fakultesi 34 95
Eczacilik Fakultesi 30 8.4
Iktisat FakUltesi 19 53
Islami ilimler FakuUltesi 29 8.1
Toplam 357 100
Ailenin aylik geliri
Dusuk gelir (8.500-15.000) 145 40.6
Orta gelir (15.001-30.000) 162 453
Yuksek gelir (30.001 ve Uzeri) 50 14
Toplam 357 100
Yasamin cogunlugunun gegirildigi yerlesim yeri
BuyuUksehir 133 373
Sehir 89 24.9
llce/kaza 78 21.8
Koy 57 16
Toplam 357 100
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Calismada Kullanilan Olgme (Veri Toplama) Araclari

Arastirmada, Aslan (2010) tarafindan gelistirilen paranormal inang¢
olcedi ve arastirmacilar tarafindan uzman gorusu alinarak hazirlanan
yari yapilandiriimis goérusme formu kullanilmistir.  Arastirmada
kullanilan olcek, Tobacyk 'in (1983) gelistirdigi paranormal inang¢
Olceginde yer alan maddelerin aynen ya da degistirerek Turkceye
cevrilmesiyle olusturulmustur. Olcek 2 temel boyutta yer alan 27
maddeden olusmaktadir. Bu boyutlar geleneksel islami paranormal
inanclar (a= .89) ve klasik paranormal inanclardir (a= .78). Olcek 5'li
sisteme goére hazirlanmistir. ilgili arastirmada ise dlcedin Cronbach
Alpha guvenirlik katsay! a= .93 bulunmustur.

Arastirmanin nitel boyutunda ise, acik uclu yari yapilandirilmis gérdsme
formu kullanilmustir. ilk olarak arastirmacilar tarafindan literatUrdeki
calismalar incelenerek soru havuzu olusturulmustur. Olusturulan
sorular uzman goéruslerine sunulmus ve gérusleri dogrultusunda
duzeltmeler yapilmistir. Nihai yari yapilandirilmis gérusme formu, Ucg
acik uclu sorudan olusmaktadir.

Bu arastirma, Bartin Universitesi, Sosyal ve Beseri Bilimler Etik
Kurulunun 29/03/2023 tarihli, E-23688910-050.01.04-2300030970 sayili
karariile alinan izinle yaratulmustur.

Veri Analizi

Arastirmanin nicel ve nitel veri toplama araclari Google Forms sistemine
aktarilmistir. Arastirmacilar tarafindan olusturulan c¢evrimici form
Turkiye'deki 3 devlet Universitesinin farkli fakultelerinde 6grenim gdren
lisans &grencilerine ulastiriimistir. Verilerin  toplanmasi 2022-2023
egitim-6gretim yilinda gerceklestirilmistir.

Elde edilen veriler istatiksel islemlerin yapilmasi amaciyla bilgisayar
ortamina aktarilmistir. ilk asamada verilerin normal dagdilim ézelligine
bakilmis ve verilerin normal dagilima sahip oldugu gérulmustur. Nicel
veriler SPSS kullanilarak t-testi ve ANOVA ile analiz edilmistir. ANOVA
sonuclari kapsaminda farkhligin kaynaginin belirlemek icin ise Tukey
HSD testinden yararlanilmistir. Arastirmay! nitel boyutta desteklemek
amacilyla yari yapilandirilmis gérusme formu ile lisans égrencilerinden
alinan gorusler, icerik analizi teknigiyle analiz edilip tablolar halinde
bulgular kisminda verilmistir. Verilen tablolarda benzer olan temalar
altinda birlestirilen gérusler G, G2. ve GJ3. seklinde kodlanarak
verilmistir. Ornek gorusler “Lisans 6drencisi-sira numaras!” seklinde
kodlanarak sunulmustur. Arastirmanin gecerliginin saglanmasinda,
olcme aracinin  dlgcmeyi amacladigr olguyu dogru &lgmesi ve
arastirmacinin arastirdigr olguyu, oldugu bicimiyle ve olabildigince
yansiz gézlemesi gerekmektedir (Celebi ve digerleri, 2015; Yildirim ve
Simsek, 2011). Bu baglamda mevcut arastirmanin amacina uygun olarak
olcme araclari ile veriler toplanmistir.
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Bulgular
Arastirmaya iliskin Nicel Bulgular
Paranormal inan¢ Diizeyine iliskin Bulgular

Lisans ogrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerini gdsteren tablo
asagida yer almaktadir.

Tablo 2

Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal Inang Dizeyleri

Degisken X Ss
Paranormal inanc 318 827

Tablo 2'de géruldugu gibi, lisans &grencilerinin paranormal inang
duzeyinin genel ortalamasi X=3.18 olarak tespit edilmistir. Bu bulguya
gobre, ogrencilerin paranormal inanclarinin orta duzeyde oldugu
soylenebilir.

Paranormal inang Diizeyi ile Cinsiyet Degiskeni Arasindaki iliskiye
Yoénelik Bulgular

Lisans ogrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin cinsiyete goére
iliskisinin belirlenmesi amaciyla yapilan t-testi sonuclarini gdsteren
tablo asagida yer almaktadir.

Tablo 3
Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal inanc Duzeylerinin Cinsiyet Dediskenine
gore T-Testi Sonuclari

Degisken  Cinsiyet n X SS Sd t p
Paranormal Kadin 201 3.36 .878 355 5844 000
inanc

Erkek 156 2.86 717

Tablo 3 incelendiginde, lisans ogrencilerinin paranormal inang
duzeylerinin cinsiyet degiskeni acisindan anlamli farklilik gosterdigi
tespit edilmistir (tzss=5.844 p<.05). Nitekim ortalama puanlara goére,
kadinlarin paranormal inan¢ ortalama puaninin (X=3.36) erkeklerin
ortalama puanindan (X=2.86) daha yuksek oldugu gorulmektedir. Bu
durum kadinlarin erkeklere nazaran gelecegi bilme isteginin yuksek
olmasi, astroloji ve fallara yasamlarinda daha sik yer vermesiyle
aciklanabilir. Ayni zamanda batil inanclari kabul etme ve sosyal
yasaminda bunu dikkate alma durumu da etkili olabilir. Esasen
paranormal inanc¢larin ortaya cikisindaki temel gerekcge, insanligin
anlam veremedigi, korktugu ve caresiz kaldigr durumlar karsisindan
anlam yaratma gayreti olarak dusunulebilir. Toplumsal yasamin her
alaninda kadinin erkeklere nazaran karsilastigr gucluklerin  ve
problemlerin daha yuksek oldugu gorulmektedir. Nitekim kadin evi
olan 6zel alanda cocuklarin bakimi, ev isleri ile bir taraftan yipranirken
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kamusal alanda da erkeklerle karsilastiriip haksizliklara maruz
kalabilmektedir.

Paranormal inan¢ Diizeyi ile Sinif Degiskeni Arasindaki iliskiye
Yoénelik Bulgular

Lisans égrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin sinif seviyesine
gore liskisinin belirlenmesi amaciyla yapilan ANOVA sonuclarini
gosteren tablo asagida yer almaktadir.

Tablo 4
Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal inan¢ Ddzeylerinin Sinif Dediskenine Gére
ANAVO Testi Sonuclari

Sinif n X SS Varyansin Kareler Sd Kareler F p  Anlaml

Duzeyi Kaynadi Top. Ort. Fark
lsinif 115 3.58 .898 Gruplararasl 58.635 3 19545 37.220.00 2-3-4,1
2.sinif 75 3.20 .536 Grupici 185.367 353 .525 4-2
3.sinif 69 321 .712 Toplam 244.002 356 4-3

4sinif 98 254 622

Tablo 4 incelendiginde, lisans &grencilerinin  paranormal inang¢
duzeylerinin sinif degiskeni baglaminda farklilik géstermektedir (Fp-
353=37.220; p<.05). Ortalama puanlar incelendiginde ise en yuksek
ortalamanin 1. siniflara (X=3.58) ait oldugu gorulmektedir. 1. siniflari 3.
siniflar (Xx=3.21), 2. siniflar (X=3.20) ve 4. siniflar (X=2.54) izlemektedir.
Farkin hangi gruplar arasinda oldugunu belirlemek amaciyla yapilan
Tukey testi sonuclarina goére, 1. siniflar ile 3, 4. ve 5. siniflar arasinda 1.
siniflar aleyhine, 2. siniflar ile 4. siniflar arasinda 4. siniflar lehine, 3. siniflar
ile 4. siniflar arasinda 4. siniflar lehine anlaml fark belirlenmistir. Bu
baglamda &égrencilerin Universitede kalma surelerindeki artisa paralel
olarak paranormal inanclarinin azaldigi sdylenebilir. Universiteler pozitif
bilimlere dayanan kurumlardir. Universitelerde bilimsel olarak
aciklanamayan, bilimde karsiligi olmayan olgu ve durumlar yer
almamaktadir. Bu baglamda Uuniversite egitiminin ilk yillarinda
paranormal olgu ve olaylara inanan bireyler, Universitede aldiklarin
egitimin suresinin artmasiyla bu olgu ve olgulara yonelik inancini
yitirebilir.

Paranormal inan¢ Diizeyi ile Yasamin Cogunlugunun Gegirildigi
Yerlesim Yeri Arasindaki iliskiye Yénelik Bulgular

Lisans ogrencilerinin  paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin  yasamin
cogunlugunun gegcirildigi yerlesim yerine gore iliskisinin belirlenmesi
amaclyla yapilan ANOVA sonuclarini gosteren tablo asagida yer
almaktadir.
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Tablo 5

Lisans  Ogrencilerinin ~ Paranormal  Inan¢  Duzeylerinin ~ Yasamin
Cogunlugunun Gegirildigi Yerlesim Yeri Degiskenine goére ANAVO Testi
Sonuglari

Yerlesimn X SS Varyansin Kareler Sd Kareler F p  Anlaml
yeri Kaynadi Top. Ort. Fark

B.sehir 133 2.93 775 Gruplararasi 11.946 3 3082 6.057 .00 2-1

Sehir 89 323 .817 Grupigi 232.056 353 .657 3-1
llce/ 78 3.40 .823 Toplam 244.002 356
kasaba

Koy 57 314 .862

Tablo 5'te yer alan ANOVA sonuglari lisans égrencilerinin paranormal
inan¢ duzeylerinin yasamlarinin cogunlugunun gegcirildigi yerlesim
yerine goére farklihk goésterdigi yoénundedir (F@33s3=6.057; p<.05).
Ortalama puanlar bagdlaminda ilce/kasabada yasayan lisans
ogrencilerinin ortalamalari (X=3.40) en yUksek olarak tespit edilmistir.
llce/ kasabadan sonra en ylksek ortalamalar sirasiyla sehir (¥=3.23), kdy
(X=3.14) ve buyuksehirdir (X =2.93). Farkin kaynagi incelendiginde ise
sehir ve buUyUksehir arasinda buUyUksehir lehine, ilce/kasaba ile
blyUksehir arasinda ilge/kasaba aleyhine anlamli farklilik tespit
edilmistir. BUyUksehirlerde egitimli birey sayisi sehir ve ilce/kasabalara
nazaran daha fazladir. Bireyin aldigi egitim ise paranormal olgu ve
olaylara inanma durumunu etkileyebilmektedir. Bunun yani sira
bireylerin birbirini etkileme durumu ise kUgUk yerlesim yerlerinde daha
hizli olabilir.

Paranormal inan¢ Diizeyi ile &grenim Gériilen Fakiilte Arasindaki
lliskiye Yénelik Bulgular

Lisans 6grencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin 6grenim gorulen
fakulteye gére iliskisinin belirlenmesi amaciyla yapilan ANOVA
sonuclarini gosteren tablo asagida yer almaktadir.

Tablo 6

Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal Inanc¢ Dizeylerinin Ogrenim Gérdlen
Fakulte Degiskenine Gére ANAVO Testi Sonuglari

Fakulte n X SS Varyansin  Kareler Sd Kareler F P Anlaml

Kaynadi Top. Ort. Fark

Egitim 189 3.28 .531 Gruplararasi116.967 3 19.494 53710 .00 3-4-5,1

Fen 30 3.07 .520Grupigi 127.035 353 3.63 4-5,2

Edebiyat

Muhendislik26 2.76 .937Toplam 244.002 356 4-3

Tip 34 2.01 217 2-3-4-5,
6

Eczacilik 30 239 282 1-2-3-4-
5-6,7
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iktisat 19 370 1.04
Islami 29 436 .856
ilimler

Tablo 6 incelendiginde, lisans o&grencilerinin  paranormal inang¢
duzeylerinin fakulte degiskenine gore farklilik gosterdigi gorulmektedir
(Fz-353=53.710; p<.05). Ortalama puanlar paranormal inan¢ duzeyi
ortalamasinin en yuksek oldugu fakultenin islami ilimler (¥=4.36) en
dusuk ortalamanin  ise tip fakultesinde (X=2.01) oldugunu
gostermektedir. Farkin kaynagi incelendiginde egitim fakultesi (X=3,28)
ile muhendislik (X=2.76), tip (X=2.01) ve eczacllik (X=2.39) arasinda egitim
fakultesi aleyhine anlamli farkhlik tespit edilmistir. Fen edebiyat
fakultesi (X=3.07) ile tip ve eczaclilik fakultesi arasinda fen edebiyat
fakultesi aleyhine, muhendislik fakultesi (X=2.76) ile tip fakultesi
arasinda, mUhendislik fakultesi aleyhine farklilik tespit edilmistir. iktisat
fakultesi (X=3.70) ile fen edebiyat, mUhendislik, tip ve eczacilik arasinda
iktisat fakUltesi aleyhine ve son olarak islami ilimler (X=4.36) ile tUum
bélumler arasinda islami ilimler aleyhine farklilik tespit edilmistir. Bu
durum ogrencilerin 6grenim gordukleri fakultelerinin egitimleri ile
aciklanabilir. MUhendislik, tip ve eczacilik pozitif egitim veren
fakultelerdir. ilgili fakultelerde paranormal inancin dusUk cikmasi
olagan Kkarsilanabilir. Fakat iktisat fakultesinin egitimin de pozitif
bilimlere dayanmasina ragmen bu fakultede egitim alan bireylerin
paranormal inan¢ duzeyi ortalamasinin yuksek tespit edilmesi
dusundurucuaduar. Ote yandan paranormal inang baglaminda en yuksek
ortalamanin islami ilimlerde tespit edilmesi, ilgili faktltenin &zellikle
dini paranormal inan¢ kapsaminda yer alan olgu ve durumlara olan siki
baghhgi ile aciklanabilir.

Paranormal inan¢ Diizeyi ile Aile Gelir Diizeyi Arasindaki iliskiye
Yénelik Bulgular

Lisans égrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin aile gelir duzeyine
gore liskisinin belirlenmesi amaciyla yapilan ANOVA sonuclarini
gobsteren tablo asagida yer almaktadir.

Tablo 7

Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal Inanc¢ Duzeylerinin Aile Gelir Duzeyi

Degiskeni gére ANAVO Testi Sonucglari

Gelir n X SS Varyansin Kareler Sd Kareler F p  Anlaml
Kaynagd Top. Ort. Fark

DUsUk 145 325 734 Gruplararasi 12468 3 6.234 9532 .00 2-2

gelir

Orta 162 318 .887 Grupici 231534 353 .654 1-2,3
gelir

YUksek 50 2.68 .743 Toplam 244,002 356

gelir
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Tablo 7 incelendiginde, lisans &grencilerinin  paranormal inang
duzeylerinin aile gelir duzeyi degiskenine goére farkllik gosterdidi
gorulmektedir (F3s3=9.532; p<.05). Ortalama puanlar paranormal inang
duzeyi ortalamasinin en yuksek oldugu grubun dusuk gelir duzeyinde
(X=3.25) oldugunu gostermektedir. Paranormal inang¢ duzeyinin dusuk
oldugu grubun yuksek gelir duzeyinde (X=2.68) olarak tespit edilmistir.
Gruplar arasi farkin kaynagi incelendiginde, dusuk gelir dUzeyi ve orta
gelir duzeyi arasinda dusuk gelir aleyhine oldugu gérulmektedir. Ayrica
yuksek gelir duzeyi ile dusuk gelir ve orta gelir dUzeyi arasinda yuksek
gelir lehine anlaml farklilik tespit edilmistir. Mevcut bulgu, ekonomik
sikintilarin yarattigi umutsuzluk ve kaygl karsisinda bireyin careyi
paranormal olgu ve olaylarda aramasina baglanabilir.

Arastirmaya iliskin Nitel Bulgular
Paranormal inan¢ Kavraminin Cagrisimsal Yansimalari

Yari yapilandirilmis gorusme formunda yer alan “Paranormal inang
kavraminin sizde olusturdugu zihinsel cagrisimlar nelerdir?” seklindeki
soruya lisans ogrencilerinin verdigi yanitlardan elde edilen bulgular
tablo 8'de temalar halinde asagida verilmistir. Bu temalara bakildiginda
ogrencilerin paranormal inan¢ kavramina iliskin farkh algilara sahip
olduklari sdylenebilir.

Tablo 8
Lisans Ogrencilerinin Paranormal inang Kavramina lliskin Zihinsel Algilari
Tema 1. Paranormal inanclara lliskin Cagrisimlar

Alt Temalar f %
Gl Totem, batil inang 9 30
G.2. Ozgur yasam engeli 6 20
G.3. Manevi duygular 15 50
Toplam 30 100

Tablo 8 incelendiginde, calisma grubunu olusturan lisans 6grencilerinin
yarisi (f-15), paranormal inan¢ kavramini yasam surecinde bilin¢li amacg
disi bir eylem olarak (G.1, G.2) algiladiklari gdzlemlenmektedir.
Dolayisiyla lisans ogrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ kavramina iliskin
algilarinin farkli olduklari sdylenebilir. Bu algilari temsil eden, lisans
ogrencilerine iliskin gdrus 6rnegi asagida verilmistir.
“4. sinif tip fakultesinde okuyan bir kadin doktor adayi olarak, paranormal
kavraminin anlamini bilmiyordum. Ancak formunuzdaki bilgilendirmeyi
gorunce sorunuzu cevaplamak istedim. Bana gore paranormal inang kavrami,
sadece insan yasaminin sinirlarini daraltan, insani belli bir noktaya hapseden
bir engel ¢iti gibi bir sey. Bu engelleri a._§amad|g|m|zdan dolayi birbirimizi ayni
gormedigimizi dustinuyorum” (Lisans Ogrencisi, 17).

Paranormal inanclar ve Toplumsal Kalkinma

Arastirmacilar tarafindan hazirlanan yari yapilandiriimis gdérusme
formunda yer alan “Bir toplumun kalkinmasinda paranormal

106



PAUEFD, 60, [2024] Ulukaya Oteles vd. https://doi.org/10.9779/pauefd. 1298564

inanclarin etkili oldugunu dustnldyor musunuz, neden?” seklindeki

soruya ¢alisma grubunu olusturan lisans 6grencilerinin vermis olduklari

yanitlardan elde edilen bulgular tablo 9'da temalar seklinde asagida

verilmistir.

Tablo 9

Paranormal inanclarin Toplumsal Kalkinmaya Yansimalarina lliskin Algilar
Tema 2. Paranormal inanclar ve Toplumsal Kalkinma

Alt Temalar f %
Evet G.1. Amacta duygusal birlesme 3 10
G.2.inanc temelli farkindalik olusturma 6 20
G.3. DUnya duzenin getirdigi zorunluluk 9 30
Hayir G.1.0n yargi temelli yasami tesvik 12 40
Toplam 30 100

Tablo 9incelendiginde, calisma grubunu olusturan lisans égrencilerinin
cogunlugunun (f-18), paranormal inang¢ kavraminin toplumsal kalkinma
Uzerinde etkili oldugunu geri kalan égrencilerin (f-12) etkili olmadigina
iliskin gorus bildirerek bu géruslerini alt temalarda da goéruldugu
bicimde gerekcelendirdikleri gézlemlenmektedir. Bu gerekcgeleri
iceren drnek gorusler asagida verilmistir.
“Paranormal inancglarin toplumsal kalkinma Uzerinde etkili olmadigini
soylemek, dunyanin siyasi ve ekonomik tarihini inkar ve reddetmek etmek
anlamina gelir. Tarih bélumunde okuyan bir 6grenci olarak, dinyanin dununu,
buglinunlU ve yarini sekillendiren en énemli kavramin paranormal inang
kavrami oldugunu dusuntyorum. Gecmiste yasanilan din ve mezhep temelli
savaslar, bugunde yasanildigi gibi yarinda yasanilacaktir. Bu yasanilan
savaslarda toplumsal kalkinmayi olumsuz yonde etkiledigini dusuntyorum”
(Lisans Ogrencisi, 22).

“Paranormal inang ile toplumsal kalkinma arasinda bir iliskiden bahsetmek
bana gore cok mantikli bir durum degil. Cunku paranormal inang, bireysel veya
toplumsal hazzi, eglenceyi ya da baghhdi ifade eden bir etkinlikler butunudur.
GUnUmuzde inang temelli yaklasimi temele alarak kalkinmayi agiklayan butun
teori, kuram ve gorusleri reddederek bir iktisat 6grencisi olarak diyorum ki,
bilin¢li bir egitim surecinden gegerek 6greniminizi tamamlarsaniz bireysel
olarak zaten kalkinmanin zirvesine ulasmissinizdir. inan¢ kalkinma énunde
sadece bir yanlis neden veya 6n yargidir” (Lisans dégrencisi, 4).

Paranormal inanglarinin Giinliik Hayattaki Yansimalari

“Paranormal inancglarin  gunluk yasamdaki yansimalari sizce
nelerdir?” seklinde yari yapilandiriimis gérusme formunda yer alan son
soruya lisans &égrencilerinin vermis olduklari yanitlardan elde edilen
bulgular tablo 10'da verilmistir. Tablo 10'a bakildiginda lisans
ogrencilerinin, paranormal inanclarin gunluk yasama yansimalari
konusunda farkli algilara sahip olduklari gérulmektedir.
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Tablo 10 _ .
Paranormal Inanclarin Gunltuk Yasama Yansimalarina lliskin Algilar
Tema 3. Paranormal Inanclar ve gunlik Yasam

Alt Temalar f %
G.l. Farkli kavram ve gruplarinin ortaya cikisi 9 30
G.2. Merak ve sorgulamada artis 6 20
G.3. Model ve numunelere asiriilgi 10 333
GC.4 Inanc etkinlikleri dijitale tasima ve uygulamalarini takipte 5 16.7
artis
Toplam 30 100

Tablo 10'da paranormal inanclarin gunluk yasama yansimalarina iliskin
elde edilen bulgular incelendiginde, lisans 6grencilerinin farkl algilara
sahip olduklari sdylenebilir. Bu algilari iceren érnek gorusler asagida
verilmistir.
“llahiyat fakultesi 6grencisi olarak, bu sorunun cok énemli bir soru oldugunu
dusunuyorum. CUnkd gunumuz dunyasinda ozellikle geng nufus arasinda
yayginlasan bir kavram olan deizm, inan¢ kavraminin iyi temellendirilmemis
olmasindan kaynaklaniyor. Bu kavramin gunimuz duUnyasinda guUnluk

yasamda yayginlasmasi, toplumsal temelde din temelli bir ayrismayi
tetikledigini soyleyebilirim” (Lisans égrencisi, 29).

Sonug, Tartisma ve Oneriler

Normal disi veya normal otesi anlamina karsilik gelen paranormal,
gecmisten gunumuze degin gerek geleneksel gerekse modern
toplumlarda gorulen psikolojik ve sosyolojik bir olgudur. Nedeni
sorgulanmadan kabul edilen, bilimsel bir dayanagi olmadan aktarilan
ogretiler ile istemsizce verilen tepkiler bireylerin gunluk hayatinda
varligint korumaktadir. Bu nedenle paranormal inanclarin bireyleri nasil
etkiledigini incelemek énem tasimaktadir. Mevcut calismada lisans
ogrencilerinin paranormal inanclari cesitli degiskenler ve goérusleri
cercevesinde incelenmistir. Cinsiyet, sinif duzeyi, 6grenim gorulen
fakulte, ailenin aylik geliri, yasaminin cogunlugunun gecirildigi yerlesim
yeri degiskenlerinin égrencilerin paranormal inanclarini ne derecede
etkiledigi, degiskenler arasinda anlamli farkliliklarin tespiti, paranormal
ile ilgili gdrusleri calismanin kapsamini olusturmaktadir.

Arastirma bulgulari lisans égrencilerinin paranormal inanc¢ dlzeylerinin
orta duzeyde oldugunu gostermektedir. Arastirmanin nitel
bolumunden elde edilen bulgular da bu sonucu kanitlar niteliktedir.
Lisans &grencilerinin paranormal inan¢ kavramini yasam surecinde
bilincli amacg disi bir eylem olarak algilamalari, ilgili literaturde yapilan
tanimlamalarla iliskili oldugu tespit edilmistir. Nitekim kaynagi ilkel
dénemlerde bulunan fakat 21. yuzyillin modern toplumlarinda da
goérulen ve egitim duzeyi yuksek bireylerde paranormal inanca olan
egilim gorulmektedir. Halbuki yapilan arastirmalarda paranormal
inanclarin  bilimsellikle, akilla ve dinsel inancla iliskisi olmadigi
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vurgulanmaktadir (Koruk, 2017). Bu durumda paranormal inanclarin
egitim duzeyi ve yasanilan toplum anlayislari ile iliskili olmasi beklenen
bir sonuctur. Bu iliskiye bagli olarak paranormal inanc¢larin arastirmanin
orneklem grubu olan lisans dgrencilerinin hayatlarinda yer bulmasi
istenmeyen bir durumdur. Ayrica lisans égrencilerinin paranormal
inan¢ kavramina iliskin dikkat c¢ekici algillara sahip oldugu
goérulmektedir.

Paranormal inan¢ duzeyleri ile dogrudan ve dolayli iliskiye sahip bir
diger degisken ise cinsiyettir. Bu arastirmada kadin ogrencilerin
paranormal inanc¢ duzeyleri ile erkek &égrencilerin paranormal inang
duzeyleri karsilastirildiginda sonucun erkekler lehine oldugu ve bunun
Arslan (2004), Wiseman ve Watt (2005), Ayten ve Kdse (2009) ile Sarman
(2020) tarafindan yapilan arastirmalarin sonuclari ile ayni dogrultuda
oldugu gorulmektedir. Buna karsin Kyendyebai (2016) paranormal
inan¢ duzeyinin kadin ve erkek arasinda bir fark saptamamistir. Bu
dogrultuda kadinlarin erkeklere nispeten batil ve paranormal inanclara
daha cok egilimli olduklari soylenebilir. Cinsiyete gére bu farkin
nedenleri, dogrudan mevcut arastirmanin konusu olmasa da farkli
arastirmalarda paranormal inanclarin olusumunda korku, kaygl,
gelecegdi bilme arzusu, durum ve olaylari kontrol etme veya degistirme
istegi gibi 6nemli unsurlarin, erkeklere oranla kadinlarda daha guclu
oldugu seklinde gerekgelerle aciklanmaktadir (Koruk, 2017).

Ogrencilerin d6grenim gdérdukleri sinif duzeyi paranormal olgu ve
olaylara inanma durumunu etkileyebilmektedir. Arastirmanin énemli
sonuclarindan bir digeri de 1. sinifta 6grenim gdren ogrencilerin
paranormal inanclara daha fazla egilimli oldugudur. Mevcut calismanin
aksine Sarman (2020) égrencilerin sahip olduklari paranormal inanclar
ile 6grenim gordukleri sinif dUzeyi arasinda anlamli bir farklilik olmadigi
sonucuna ulasiimistir. Ogrencilerin sinif kademesi ilerledikce ve aldiklari
egitimler de goz onunde bulundurularak donanimli hale gelmesi ve bu
dogrultuda universitenin ilk yillarinda paranormal olgu ve olaylara
inanirken, son yillara dogru bu olgu ve olgulara yonelik inanc
egilimlerinin azalmasi séz konusudur.

Paranormal egilim duzeyi uzerindeki etkilerin anlasilmasi acisindan
bireylerin 6grenim gordukleri bolumler de calisma icin olduk¢ca 6nem
arz etmektedir. Olcedin uygulanmasi sirasinda bireylerin 6grenim
goérdukleri  bélumleri gdz oénunde bulundurularak katilimcilara
ulasiimistir. Bu baglamda arastirmada paranormal inanclar ile okudugu
bolum  arasindaki iliskinin - islami  ilimler bélimuiande okuyan
ogrencilerin paranormal inan¢ duzeyinin daha yuksek oldugu, Tip
fakultesinde okuyan &égrencilerin paranormal inan¢ duzeyinin daha
dusuk oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu sonug¢ Arslan (2011), Lindeman ve
Aarnio (2006) ulastigi sonuclarla uyum saglamaktadir. Bununla beraber
paranormal inang duzeyini 6grenim gorulen bolum agisindan inceleyen
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bazi calismalarda, bireylerin paranormal inanclari ile okudugu bolum
arasinda bir farklilik bulunmamistir (Kyendyebai, 2016). Universitelerde
ogrencilere bilimsel bilgiler aktarilarak, bilgiye ulasabilen, bilginin
guvenilirligini  sorgulayabilen ve bilgiyi sunabilen bireylerin
yetistirilmesi amaclanmaktadir. islami ilimler bélimudnde okuyan
ogrencilerin paranormal inanclara egiliminin daha yuksek olmasi ise
fakuUltenin &zellikle dini paranormal inancin kapsaminda yer alan olgu
ve durumlara olan siki baglligr ile aciklanabilir. Ayrica islam
toplumlarinda da daha cok dini paranormal fenomenler gorulurken,
dini inanclardan cok etkilenmeyen toplumlarda geleneksellesmis
paranormal inanclari gérulmektedir (Koruk, 2017).

Paranormal inanclar toplumun her kesimini etkisi altina aldigi gibi farkl
gelir seviyesine sahip bireylerde de etkili olmaktadir. Bu arastirmada
lisans &grencilerinin ailelerinin aylik gelirleri ile paranormal inang
duzeyleri karsilastirildiginda sonuclar, dusuk gelire sahip ailelerinin
cocuklarinin paranormal inan¢ duzeyinin daha yuksek oldugu, yuksek
gelire sahip ailelerinin ¢cocuklarinin paranormal inan¢ duzeyinin daha
dusuk oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bununla beraber bireylerin paranormal
inanc¢lara egilim gostermelerinin sosyoekonomik duzeyi acisindan
inceleyen bazi calismalarda ise sosyoekonomik seviyesi arttikca
paranormal inanclara inanma egilimlerinde azalma géruldugune iliskin
bulgular mevcuttur (Arslan, 2004). Dolayisiyla gelir duzeyi azaldikca
bireylerin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin artmasi, kendilerini bilimsel
yonden donanimli hale getirmeme, edindikleri bilgiyi sorgulamama,
cogunlugun fikrini benimse, mevcut durumu kabullenme gibi
nedenlerden kaynaklandigi sdylenebilir.

Paranormal inanclar, yasanilan bdlgeye gore degisebilmektedir
(Farooq, 2012). Toplumun benimsedigi inanclar ve inandiklari unsurlar
bireylerin yasamlarini surdurdukleri yerler ile dogrudan iliskilidir (Eren,
2007). Dolayisiyla bireylerin yasadiklari yerlesim yerleri ile paranormal
inan¢ duzeyleri karsilastirilmaktadir (Sarman, 2020). Bu dogrultuda il,
ilce, kdy, kasaba gibi farkli sehirde yasayan bireylerin paranormal inanc¢
duzeylerinde farklilik olmasi beklenmektedir. Arastirmada lisans
ogrencilerinin yasadiklari yerlesim yeri degiskenine gére paranormal
inanc duzeyleri incelendiginde, ilce/kasaba yasayan o6grencilerin
aleyhine anlamli oldugu belirlenmistir. Bireyler bulunduklari ¢cevreye
uyum saglamak icin paranormal inanclara yonelebilmektedir (Ayten ve
Kdse, 2009). Ayrica kucuk yerlesim birimlerinde cogunluk tarafindan
kabul edilen bir paranormal inanclara uygun davranmayan bireylerin
dislanacagi kaygisiyla bireylerin bu inanclara gére uygun davranarak
cogunluga uyum saglama istegi gdéstermektedir. Nitekim bireylerin
birbirini etkileme durumu 6zellikle ilce/kasaba gibi klcUk yerlesim
birimlerinde daha hizli oldugu icin paranormal inanc egilimleri diger
yerlesim birimlerine gore daha yuksek olabilir.
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Ogrencilerle yapilan yari yapilandiriimis gdérismelerde, 6Jrencilerinin
yarisindan fazlasinin paranormal inan¢ kavraminin toplumsal kalkinma
Uzerinde etkili oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Toplumun sosyal varliklari,
siyasi, ekonomik ve kulturel yapisi o bdlgedeki paranormal inanclari
bicimlendirdigi (Arslan, 2011; Koruk, 2017) gibi paranormal inanclarimiz
da toplumu bicimlendirebilmektedir. Ayrica paranormal inanclarin
gunluk yasama yansimalarina iliskin lisans égrencileri farkli kavram ve
gruplarinin ortaya c¢ikisl, merak ve sorgulamada artis, model ve
numunelere asiri ilgi, inang etkinlikleri dijitale tasima ve uygulamalarini
takipte artis gibi dikkat cekici algilara sahip olduklari tespit edilmistir.
Nitekim, kuresel toplumlar insanlar arasindaki iliskileri desteklemede ve
sosyal medya kullanimlarinda paranormal olgulardan
faydalanmaktadir (Robertson, 2003).

Sonuc¢ olarak lisans ogrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ duzeylerinin
cinsiyet, ailelerinin gelir duzeyi ve yasamlarinin cogunlugunun
gecirildigi yerlesim yeri, 6grenim gordukleri sinif dlzeyi ve fakulte gibi
degiskenler ile dogrudan iliskili oldugu sonucuna ulasiimistir. Bu
degiskenler arasindaki iliskilerin paranormal inanclar Uzerinde ortaya
konmasi literaturde paranormal inang¢ duzeyi ile iliskili degiskenlerin
anlasilmasina onemli katki sunmustur. Ayrica yapilan gérusmeler
sonucunda, lisans égrencilerinin paranormal inan¢ kavramina yonelik
dikkat cekici algilara sahip olduklari, paranormal inan¢ kavraminin
toplumsal kalkinma Uzerinde etkili oldugunu ve paranormal inanclarin
gunluk yasama cesitli acilardan yansidigini belirttikleri tespit edilmistir.
Bu sonuclar dogrultusunda, ele alinan degiskenlere yonelik lisans
ogrencileri ile genis oOlcekli gorusmeler yapilarak paranormal
inanclarinin nedenleri belirlenebilir. Ayrica égrencilere Universitelerde
verilecek bilimsel egitim ile kendilerini donanimli hale getirecek
ortamlar olusturulabilir.
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Introduction

Contrary to criticism, questioning, independent and research-based
learning, the concept of paranormal belief is similar to dogmatic
thinking. Both ways of thinking have been criticized throughout the
historical process. However, these ways of thinking, especially
paranormal beliefs, have survived to the present day. In this context, the
concept of paranormal belief should be evaluated with an approach
away from prejudices. It can be stated that the existence of many
societies that base their successes, achievements and rewards on the
paranormal belief view they have, makes it necessary to reevaluate
paranormal beliefs. In addition, in today's world, with the development
of technology, paranormal beliefs have also found a place in digital
environments. However, it is thought that the developments in science
and technology will eliminate paranormal beliefs. In the context of
examining this contradiction, it is thought that it is important to
evaluate the views of undergraduate students on paranormal belief.

Paranormal Belief

Postmodernism has made its impact mainly on politics, art and
architecture, but over time it has also led to changes in the religious
field. Although this current of thought emerged as an antithesis of
modernism and questioned the basic principles on which it is based, it
could not actually answer the insecurity of humanity towards the future
and the search for meaning. In particular, the emphasis on
individualization made by postmodernism has left the people of the 21st
century alone and helpless in the face of the problems experienced.
Individuals have found the remedy based on religious phenomena in
the face of the increasingly complex and uncertain structure of the
world they live in. As Bell (2006) states, "the return of the Holy" is
experienced and new religious forms and religious phenomena
emerge. The acceptance of these phenomena makes the world more
meaningful for people. Thus, an animistic world order emerges. This
new world order does not comply with mechanical and scientific laws
and cannot be reduced to materialism (Arslan, 2015; Hergovich et al,,
2008). Moreover, it is based on paranormal phenomena.

The word paranormal consists of the prefix "money", the prefix money
comes from ancient Greek and means "outside of something" and
"beyond". As a paranormal term, it is used to describe astrology, magic,
fortune-telling, superstition, unusual life forms, spiritism, telepathy,
telekinesis and extrasensory phenomena that cannot be included
within the limits of natural laws and cannot be explained scientifically
(Arslan, 2011, p. 14). Therefore, it can be said that beliefin the paranormal
violates the basic limiting principles of science (Broad, 1953).
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Paranormal beliefs fall into two different basic dimensions. These are
paranormal beliefs based on traditional religious beliefs and classical
non-religious paranormal beliefs. Paranormal beliefs based on
traditional religious beliefs; classical non-religious paranormal beliefs,
while they include phenomena such as heaven, hell, demons, devils,
angels and the hereafter; It includes phenomena such as psi, witchcraft,
superstition, spiritualism, extraordinary life forms, and premonition.
Considering the separation of paranormal beliefs into two basic
dimensions, researchers have begun to produce theories for the
formation of paranormal beliefs. These theories are adaptation and
agency theories (Arslan, 2011, Tobacyk, 2004). Adaptation theory
recognizes that there is a strong link between religious belief and
paranormal belief. In this respect, it is accepted that people with high
religious identities also have high paranormal beliefs (Arslan, 2011).
However, the study by Irwin (1993, p. 13) indicates that the particular
religion or sect defined by the individual has nothing to do with
paranormal belief. Wuthnow (1978, p. 71) argues that there is a similarity
between religion and paranormal beliefs. In the agency theory, it is
argued that people with weak religious beliefs or people who do not
have any religious beliefs will adopt paranormal beliefs more. Thus, the
understanding that paranormal beliefs can be a functional alternative
to religion is accepted. As a matter of fact, people who do not have a
religious belief are expected to need an alternative set of ideas that will
answer the questions that religion answers (Arslan, 2011, Emmons &
Sobal, 19817).

It is seen that there are studies supporting and refuting the theories
that the relationship between religion and paranormal belief is
negative or positive. In this context, it would be wrong to say that one
of these theories is stronger than the other. However, it would not be
wrong to say that both religion and paranormal beliefs accept common
non-scientific phenomena and share principles that go beyond the
boundaries of science (Arslan, 2011).

One of the most important factors in the spread of paranormal beliefs,
which find a place for itself in traditional religions and new religious
forms, is the helplessness of people to make sense of themselves and
the universe. From the past to the present, people have preferred to
take shelter in the existence of the unknown against the questions that
they cannot find answers to. Another reason for this situation is that the
efforts of the modern world to liberate and individualize individuals
actually push them into loneliness. Individuals who could not find
solutions to their problems on their own turned to mystical powers,
legends and new religious forms in the face of the soulless side of the
rational world. As a matter of fact, paranormal beliefs; It comes into play
as a mechanism that helps the individual to protect and relax himself
in the face of events and situations that cause anxiety, pose a risk and
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cause uncertainty, and can meet the psychological needs of the person.
Many studies by scientists support this idea (Arslan, 2011; Miller &
Hoffman, 1995). This interest and need of the individual was noticed by
the media and paranormal beliefs began to be used as capital
Nowadays, it is possible to frequently see novels, movies and
advertisements shaped around paranormal phenomena. Paranormal
beliefs, which increase their influence and power through the media
and mass media, have actually existed since the emergence of
humanity (Arslan, 2011).

As a result, paranormal phenomena continue to exist from past to
present and can open up a living space in all cultures. These beliefs are
mostly associated with religion. Paranormal beliefs that people develop
against phenomena and situations that they cannot control, especially
the fear of death, may differ from culture to culture, and common
paranormal beliefs can be shared in different cultures. It can be said
that the structure of globalization that supports intercultural relations
and the use of paranormal phenomena by social media as a capital are
effective in the relevant situation. As a matter of fact, globalization has
a traditional, encouraging aspect (Robertson, 2003). In this direction,
the aim of this study is to examine the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students in terms of various variables and to evaluate
their views on paranormal beliefs. For this purpose, answers to the
following questions are sought:

1) What is the paranormal belief level of undergraduate students?

2) Do undergraduate students' paranormal belief levels differ in terms
of various variables (gender, class level, place of residence where most
of life is spent, faculty of study, family income level)?

3) What are undergraduate students' views on paranormal beliefs?
Method
Research Design

The research, the convergent-parallel design, in which the quantitative
and qualitative research method stages are utilized simultaneously,
was also used in the study. Equal priority is given to convergent-parallel
design, quantitative and qualitative methods, and data analysis is kept
separate from each other. The obtained results are combined while
making the general interpretation (Creswell & Clark, 2014). In the
guantitative part of the current study, a 27-item paranormal belief scale
developed by Aslan (2010) was used to determine the paranormal belief
level of undergraduate students. In the qualitative aspect of the study,
a semi-structured interview form consisting of open-ended questions
was used to get the opinions of undergraduate students about
paranormal beliefs prepared by the researchers. In the qualitative
aspect of the study, a semi-structured interview form consisting of
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open-ended questions was used to get the opinions of undergraduate
students about paranormal beliefs prepared by the researchers.

Study Group

The study group of the research consists of undergraduate students
studying in 7 different faculties of 3 state universities in Turkey in the
2022-2023 academic year. A total of 357 undergraduate students in Tst,
2nd, 3rd and 4th years in the study group constitute the sample of the
research. Easily accessible case sampling is a type of sampling that
provides convenience to researchers in terms of distance, time and cost
(Yildirnm & Simsek, 2016). In order to support the quantitative dimension
of the research, semi-structured interviews were conducted with 30
undergraduate students who were randomly selected among the
students participating in the quantitative section.

Table 1

Descriptive Statistics Results for the Study Group
Gender n %
Female 201 56.3
Male 156 437
Total 357 100
Grade level
Ist year 15 32.2
2nd year 75 21.0
3rd year 69 19.3
4th year 98 275
Total 357 100
Faculty
Faculty of Education 189 529
Faculty of Arts and Sciences 30 8.4
Faculty of Engineering 26 7.3
Faculty of Medicine 34 95
Faculty of Pharmacy 30 8.4
Faculty of Economics 19 53
Faculty of Islamic Sciences 29 8.1
Total 357 100
Total Monthly Income of Family
Low income (8.500-15.000) 145 40.6
Middle income (15.001-30.000) 162 453
High income (30.001 and above) 50 14.0
Total 357 100
Place of Residence Where Most of Life is Spent
Metropolitan city 133 373
City 89 249
District/town 78 21.8
Village 57 16.0
Total 357 100
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The data in Table 1 is show that 56.3% of the undergraduate students
participating in the research are female; It is seen that 43.7% are male.
When the grade levels of the undergraduate students are examined, it
is seen that the 1Ist year students have the highest percentage with
32.2%, and this is followed by the students in their 4th year (27.5%), the
2nd year (21.0%) and the 3rd year (19.3%) respectively. It is seen that the
students studying at the faculty of education (52.9%) are the highest,
while those studying at the faculty of economics are the lowest (5.3%).
When the monthly family incomes of undergraduate students are
examined, it is seen that the range of middle income (45.3%) has the
highest percentage. Finally, it is seen that undergraduate students
spend most of their lives in metropolitan cities (37.3%).

Data Collection Tools

In the study, the paranormal belief scale developed by Aslan (2010) and
the semi-structured interview form prepared by the researchers by
taking expert opinion were used. The scale used in the research was
created by translating the items in the paranormal belief scale
developed by Tobacyk (1983) into Turkish, either verbatim or with
revisions. The scale consists of 27 items in 2 basic dimensions. These
dimensions are traditional Islamic paranormal beliefs (a= .89) and
classical paranormal beliefs (a=.78). The scale was prepared according
to the 5-point system. In the present study, the Cronbach Alpha
reliability coefficient of the scale was found to be a=.93.

In the qualitative dimension of the research, an open-ended semi-
structured interview form was used. First, a pool of questions was
created by examining the studies in the literature by the researchers.
The questions were presented to expert opinions and corrections were
made in line with their opinions. The final semi-structured interview
form consists of three open-ended questions.

This research was conducted by Bartin University, Social Sciences and
Humanities Ethics Committee dated 29/03/2023, E-23688910-050.01.04-
2300030970 it was carried out with the permission obtained by the
numbered decision.

Data Collection and Analysis

The quantitative and qualitative data collection tools of the research
were transferred to the Google Forms system. The online form created
by the researchers was delivered to undergraduate students studying
in different faculties of 3 state universities in Turkey. Data collection was
carried out in the 2022-2023 academic year.

The obtained data were transferred to the computer environment in
order to perform statistical operations. In the first stage, the normal
distribution feature of the data was examined and it was seen that the
data had a normal distribution. In the analysis of quantitative data, SPSS

101



PUJE, 60, [2024] Ulukaya Oteles et al. https://doi.org/10.9779/pauefd. 1298564

was used and analyzed with t-test and ANOVA. Tukey HSD test was
employed to determine the source of the difference within the scope of
ANOVA results. In order to support the research in the qualitative
dimension, the opinions taken from the undergraduate students with
the semi-structured interview form were analyzed by the content
analysis techniqgue and given in the findings section in tabular form.
Opinions combined under similar themes in the given tables G.1,, G.2.
and G.3. given by coding. Sample opinions were presented by coding as
“Undergraduate student-row number”. In order to ensure the validity of
the research, the measurement tool should accurately measure the
phenomenon it aims to measure and the researcher should observe the
researched phenomenon as it is and as impartially as possible (Celebi
et al,, 2015; Yildirrm & Simsek, 20T11). In this context, data were collected
with measurement tools in accordance with the purpose of the current
research.

Findings
Quantitative Findings of the Study
Findings Regarding Paranormal Belief Level

The table showing the paranormal belief levels of undergraduate
students is given below.

Table 2

Paranormal Belief Levels of Undergraduate Students

Variable X Ss
Paranormal Belief Level 318 827

As seen in Table 2, the overall mean paranormal belief level of
undergraduate students was determined as X=3.18. According to this
finding, it can be said that the paranormal beliefs of the students are
moderate.

Findings Regarding the Relationship between Paranormal Belief
Level and Gender Variable

The table showing the results of the t-Test, which was conducted to
determine the relationship between the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students according to gendetr, is given below.

Table 3
T-Test Results of Undergraduate Students' Paranormal Belief Levels by
Gender Variable

Variable Gender n X SS Sd t o)
Paranormal Female 201 3.36 .878 355 5844 .00
B.L.

Male 156 2.86 717
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When Table 3 is examined, it has been determined that the paranormal
belief levels of undergraduate students differ significantly in terms of
gender (t zs5 =5.844 p<.05). As a matter of fact, according to the average
scores, the average score of women's paranormal belief (X=3.36) is
higher than the mean score of men (X=2.86). This can be explained by
the fact that women have a higher desire to know the future than men,
and that they include astrology and fortune-telling more often in their
lives. Furthermore, recognizing superstitions and respecting them in
their social life can also be effective. In fact, the main reason for the
emergence of paranormal beliefs can be thought of as the effort to
create meaning in the face of situations where human beings cannot
make sense, are afraid and helpless. It is seen that the difficulties and
problems faced by women in all areas of social life are greater than
those faced by men. As a matter of fact, while women are worn out by
child care and housework at home in their private space, they may be
compared with men and become subject to injustice in the public
space. The problems, anxieties and feelings of helplessness she
experiences may push the woman towards believing more in
paranormal phenomena. As a matter of fact, while the care of children
in the private area, which isa women's house, is worn out by housework,
they can be compared with men in the public area and exposed to
injustice.

Findings on the Relationship between Paranormal Belief Level and
Grade Level Variable

The table showing the results of ANOVA conducted to determine the
relationship between undergraduate students' paranormal belief levels
according to grade level is given below.

Table 4
ANOVA Test Results of Undergraduate Students' Paranormal Belief Levels by
Grade Level Variable

Crade n X SS  Source ofSum ofSd Mean F P Sig.Diff.

level variation squares Squares

Ttyear 115 358 .898 Between 58.635 3 19.545 37220 .00 23,4-1
groups

2dyear 75 320 536 Within 185367 353 525 4-2
groups

39year ©9 321 716 Total 244002 356 4-3

4thyear 98 254 .622

When Table 4 is examined, the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students differ in the context of the class variable (F.3s3
=37.220; p<.05). When the average scores are examined, it is seen that
the highest average belongs to the 1t year students (X=3.58). 1st year
students are followed by 3™ year students (¥=3.21), 2@ year students
(X=3.20) and 4™ year students (X=2.54). According to the results of the
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Tukey test, which was conducted to determine between which groups
the difference was, there was significant difference between which
groups the Tt year student and the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades, against the
1st graders, between the 2"¥ and 4" year students in favor of the 4t year
students, between the 3@ year students and the 4" year students in
favor of the 4™ year students. In this context, it can be said that
paranormal beliefs of the students decreased in parallel with the
increase in the process of staying at the university. There are no facts
and situations that cannot be explained scientifically and have no
equivalent in science in universities. In this context, individuals who
believe in paranormal phenomena and events in the first years of
university education may lose their belief in these facts and
phenomena with the increase in the duration of their education at the
university.

Findings on the Relationship between Paranormal Belief Level and
the Place of Residence where Most of Life was Spent

The table showing the results of the ANOVA conducted to determine
the relationship between the paranormal belief levels of undergraduate
students according to the place of residence where most of their lives
are spent is given below.

Table 5

ANOVA Test Results of Undergraduate Students' Paranormal Belief Levels by
Place of Residence where Most of Life is Spent

Place of n X SS SourceofSum ofSd Mean F p  Sig.Diff.

Res. variation squares Squares
Metro 133 293 775 Between 11.946 3 3.082 6.057 .00 1-2
city groups 1-3
City 89 3.23 .817 Within 232.056 353 .657

groups
District/ 78 3.40.823 Total 244,002 356
town

Village 57 314 .862

The ANOVA results in Table 5 show that the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students differ according to the place of residence
where most of their lives are spent (F 353 =6.057; p<.05). In terms of
average scores, the average (X =3.40) of undergraduate students living
in the district/town was determined to be the highest. After the
district/town, the highest averages are respectively city (X =3.23), village
(X=3.14) and metropolitan-city (X=2.93). When the source of the
difference is examined, a significant difference has been determined
between the city and the metropolitan city in favor of the metropolitan,
and between the district/town and the metropolitan city against the
county/town. The number of educated individuals is higher in
metropolitan areas than in cities and districts/towns. The education
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received by the individual can influence the belief in paranormal
phenomena and events. In addition, the interaction of individuals with
each other may be faster in small settlements. Individuals who believe
in paranormal phenomena and events can influence others in small
settlements.

Findings on the Relationship between Paranormal Belief Level and
The Faculty

The table showing the results of ANOVA conducted to determine the
relationship between undergraduate students' paranormal belief levels
according to the faculty of education is given below.

Table 6

ANOVA Test Results of Undergraduate Students' Paranormal Belief Levels by
the Faculty Variable

Faculty n X SS Source of Sum ofSd Mean F o} Sig.
var squares squares Diff.

Education 189 328 531 Between 116967 3 19.494 53710 .00 3-4-51
groups

Arts and 30 307 520 Within 127.035 353 3.63 4-5,2

Sciences groups

Engineering 26 276 .937 Total 244,002 356 4-3

Medicine 34 201 21 2-3-4-5-6

Pharmacy 30 239 282 1-2-3-4-5-6,7

Economics 19 370 1.04

Islamic 29 436 .856

Sciences

When Table 6 is examined, it is seen that the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students vary with regard to the faculty variable (Fg.
353=53.710; p<.05). The average scores show that the faculty with the
highest paranormal belief level is the Islamic Sciences (X =4.36) and the
lowest average is for the faculty of medicine (X=2.01). When the source
of the difference was examined, a significant difference was found
between the faculty of education (X=3.28) and engineering (X=2.76),
medicine (X=2.01) and pharmacy (X=2.39) against the faculty of
education. A difference was found between the faculty of arts and
sciences (X=3.07) and the faculty of medicine and faculty of pharmacy
against the faculty of arts and sciences, and between the faculty of
engineering (X=2.76) and the faculty of medicine against the faculty of
engineering. A difference was found between the faculty of economics
(X=3.70) and faculties of arts and sciences, engineering, medicine and
pharmacy against the faculty of economics, and finally between the
faculty of Islamic sciences (X=4.36) and all faculties in favor of Islamic
sciences. This situation can be explained by the education offered in the
faculties of the students. Engineering, medicine and pharmacy are
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faculties that provide positive education. A low level of paranormal
belief in the aforementioned faculties can be considered normal.
However, despite the fact that the education of the faculty of
economics is based on positive sciences, it is thought-provoking that
the average of the paranormal belief level of the individuals educated
in this faculty is high. On the other hand, the finding of the highest
average in Islamic sciences in the context of paranormal belief can be
explained by the close relationship of the faculty to the phenomena and
situations, especially within the scope of religious paranormal belief.

Findings on the Relationship between Paranormal Belief Family
Income Level and Income

The table showing the results of ANOVA conducted to determine the
relationship between undergraduate students' paranormal belief levels
according to their income level is given below.

Table 7

ANOVA Test Results of Undergraduate Students' Paranormal Belief Levels by
Family Income Level VVariable

Income n X SS Source Sum ofSd Mean F p Sig.Diff.

of squars Squares

variation
Low 145 325 734 Betweenl12.468 3 6.234 .00 12
income groups
Middle 162 318 .88 Within 231534 353 .654 9.532 2-1,3
income groups
High 50 2.68 .743 Total 244,002 356

income

When Table 7 is examined, it is seen that the paranormal belief family
income level of undergraduate students differ with respect to the
income level variable (Fz353=9.532; p<.05). Average sscores show that
the group with the highest paranormal belief level is at the low income
level (X=3.25). It was determined that the group with a low level of
paranormal belief was at a high income level (X=2.68). When the source
of the difference between the groups is examined, it is seen that low
income level is against low income level between low income level and
middle income level. In addition, a significant difference was found
between high income level and low income and middle income level in
favor of high income. The present finding can be attributed to the
individual's search for a remedy in paranormal phenomena and events
in the face of hopelessness and anxiety caused by economic difficulties.
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Qualitative Findings of The Study
Associative Connotations on The Concept of Paranormal Belief

The answers given by the participants in the study group to the
guestion “What are your mental associations triggered by the concept
of paranormal belief?” were presented below in Table 8 as themes.
Considering these themes, it can be said that students have different
perceptions about the concept of paranormal belief.

Table 8

Mental Perceptions of the Study Group Regarding the Concept of
Paranormal Belief

Theme 1. Connotations on Paranormal Beliefs

Sub-Themes f %
G.l. Talismans, superstitions 9 30
G.2. Obstacle to living freely 6 20
G.3. Spiritual feelings 15 50
Total 30 100

Table 8 reveals that half of the undergraduate students (f-15) who make
up the study group perceive the concept of paranormal belief as a
conscious aimless action (G.1,, G.2) in their lives. Therefore, it can be said
that undergraduate students' perceptions of the concept of
paranormal belief are different. An example of the views of
undergraduate students representing these perceptions is given
below.

“As a female fourth-year medical student, | did not know the meaning of the
concept of paranormal. However, when | saw the information in your form, |
wanted to answer your question. To me, the concept of paranormal belief is
like a barrier fence that only narrows the boundaries of human life and confines
people to a certain point. | think we do not regard each other as the same
because we could not overcome these obstacles” (Undergraduate Student, 17).

Paranormal Beliefs and Social Development

The answers given by the undergraduate students constituting the
study group to the question in the semi-structured interview form
prepared by the researchers, “Do you think paranormal beliefs are
effective in the development of a society, why?” were analyzed by
content analysis and the findings are presented below as themes in
Table 9.

Table 9
Perceptions of The Reflections of Paranormal Beliefs on Social Development
Theme 2. Paranormal Beliefs and Social Development

Sub-Themes f %
G.1. Uniting emotionally around a common goal 3 10
Yes G.2.Creating faith-based awareness 6 20
G.3.A necessity brought by the world order 9 30
No G.4.Promoting living based on prejudices 12 40
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Total 30 100

Table 9 reveals that more than half of the majority of undergraduate
students (f-18) who make up the study group stated that the concept
of paranormal belief is effective on social development and the
remaining students (f-12) stated that it is not effective and justified their
views as seen in the sub-themes. Sample comments containing these
justifications are given below.

“To say that paranormal beliefs do not affect social development is to refute
and deny the world's political and economic history. As a student studying in
the history department, | think that the most important concept shaping the
world's past, present and future is the concept of paranormal belief. Religion
and sect-based wars experienced in the past will be experienced tomorrow as
they are experienced today. | think that these wars have a negative impact on
social development” (Undergraduate Student, 22).

“It doesn't make much sense to me to talk about a relationship between belief
in the paranormal and social development. Because paranormal belief is a set
of activities that express individual or social pleasure, entertainment or
devotion. Today, | reject all the theories, theories and views that explain
development based on the belief-based approach, and as an economics
student, | say that if you complete your education by going through a
conscious education process, you have already reached the peak of
development as an individual. Faith is just a false reason or prejudice in the
face of development” (Undergraduate student, 4).

Reflections of Paranormal Beliefs in Daily Life

The answers given by the undergraduate students who made up the
study group to the last question “What do you think are the reflections
of paranormal beliefs in daily life?” in the semi-structured interview
form were analyzed by content analysis and the findings are presented
in Table 10. Table 10 reveals that undergraduate students have different
perceptions about the reflection of paranormal beliefs in daily life.

Table 10
Perceptions Regarding the Reflections of Paranormal Beliefs on Daily Life
Theme 3. Paranormal Beliefs and daily life

Sub-Themes f %
G.l The emergence of different concepts and groups 9 30
G.2. Increase in curiosity and questioning 6 20
G.5. Excessive interest in models and samples 10 333
GC.4 Digitizing faith events and an increase in following their 5 16.7
apps
Total 30 100

When the findings regarding the reflections of paranormal beliefs in
daily life in Table 10 are examined, it can be said that undergraduate
students have different perceptions. Sample opinions containing these
perceptions are given below.
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“As a theology student, | think this is a very important question. Because deism,
which is a concept that has become widespread especially among the young
population in today's world, stems from the fact that the concept of belief is
not well-founded. | can say that the widespread use of this concept in daily life
in today's world triggers a religious-based separation/division on the social
basis” (Undergraduate student, 29).

Discussion, Conclusion, and Suggestions

Paranormal, which means outside of normal or beyond normal, is a
psychological and sociological phenomenon seen in both traditional
and modern societies from past to present. The teachings that are
accepted without questioning the reason and that are transmitted
without a scientific basis and involuntary reactions maintain their
existence in the daily life of individuals. Therefore, it is important to
examine how paranormal beliefs affect individuals. In the present study,
paranormal belief of undergraduate students was examined within the
framework of various variables and their opinions. The scope of the
study consists of the extent to which the variables of gender, grade
level, faculty, monthly income of the family, place of residence where
most of life is spent the paranormal beliefs of the students, the
determination of significant differences between the variables, and
their opinions on the paranormal.

Study findings show that the paranormal belief levels of undergraduate
students are moderate. The findings obtained from the qualitative part
of the study also prove this result. It has been determined that
undergraduate students' perception of the concept of paranormal
belief as a conscious aimless action in the life process is in line with the
definitions made in the relevant literature. As a matter of fact, a
tendency towards paranormal belief, whose source is found in primitive
times, but also present in modern societies of the 2Ist century, is
observed in individuals with high education levels. However, it is
emphasized in studies that paranormal beliefs are not related to
science, reason and religious belief (Koruk, 2017). In this case, it is an
expected result that paranormal beliefs are related to the level of
education and perceptions of the society they live in. Based on this
relationship, it is undesirable for paranormal beliefs to be present in the
lives of undergraduate students, who are the sample group of the
study. Moreover, it is observed that undergraduate students have
remarkable perceptions about the concept of paranormal belief.

Another variable that has a direct and indirect relationship with
paranormal belief levels is gender. In this study, when the paranormal
belief levels of female students were compared with the paranormal
belief levels of male students, the result was in favor of males and this
was in line with the results of the studies conducted by Arslan (2004),
Wiseman and Watt (2005), Ayten and Kose (2009) and Sarman (2020).
On the other hand, Kyendyebai (2016) did not find a difference between
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men and women in their tendency to believe in paranormal belief
levels. Therefore, it can be said that women are more prone to
superstitious and paranormal beliefs compared to men. Although the
reasons for this difference according to gender are not directly the
subject of the present study, different studies explain this as: important
factors in the formation of paranormal beliefs such as fear, anxiety, the
desire to know the future, the desire to control or change situations and
events are stronger in women than in men (Koruk, 2017).

The grade level of the students can influence their belief in paranormal
phenomena and events. Another important result of the research is
that students studying in the first year are more inclined to paranormal
beliefs. Contrary to the present study, Sarman (2020) concluded that
there is no significant difference between the paranormal beliefs of the
students with regard to their grade levels. As the grade level of the
students progresses and taking into account the education they
receive, they become equipped, and while they believe in paranormal
phenomena and events in the first years of the university, there is a
decrease in their belief tendencies towards these phenomena and
events towards the last years.

In terms of understanding the effects on the level of paranormal
tendency, the departments where individuals study are also very
important for the study. When applying the scale, the participants were
contacted by considering the departments in which they studied. So, it
was determined in the study that the level of paranormal belief of the
students studying in the Islamic Sciences department was higher, and
the paranormal belief level of the students studying at the Faculty of
Medicine was lower. This result is compatible with the results of Arslan
(2011) and Lindeman and Aarnio (2006). However, in some studies
examining the level of paranormal belief with regard to the department
of schooling, no difference was found paranormal beliefs of individuals
with regard to the department (Kyendyebai, 2016). It is aimed in
universities to nurture individuals who can access information, question
the reliability of information and present information, by transferring
scientific information to students. The fact that the students studying
in the Islamic Sciences department have a higher tendency to
paranormal beliefs can be explained by the close commitment of the
faculty to the phenomena and situations, especially within the scope of
religious paranormal belief. In addition, while more religious
paranormal phenomena is seen in Islamic societies, traditionalized
paranormal beliefs are seen in societies that are not affected by
religious beliefs (Koruk, 2017).

Paranormal beliefs affect all segments of society as well as individuals
with different income levels. Paranormal beliefs affect all segments of
society and individuals with different income levels. In this study, the
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paranormal belief levels of undergraduate students' families were
compared with their monthly incomes, the results are that the
paranormal belief levels of children of families with low monthly
incomes are higher than those of students with high monthly incomes.
Furthermore, in some studies examining the tendency of individuals to
have paranormal beliefs in relation to their socioeconomic level, there
are findings indicating that as the socioeconomic level increases, there
is a decrease in the tendency to believe in paranormal beliefs (Arslan,
2004). Therefore, it can be said that the increase in the paranormal
belief levels of individuals as the income level decreases, stems from
reasons such as not being equipped scientifically, not questioning the
knowledge they have acquired, adopting the majority's opinion and
accepting the status quo.

Paranormal beliefs vary with place of residence (Farooq, 2012). The
beliefs adopted by the society and the elements they believe in are
directly related to the places where individuals live (Eren, 2007).
Therefore, the relationship between the places where individuals live
and their paranormal belief levels are investigated (Sarman, 2020).
Therefore, it is expected that there will be a difference in the paranormal
belief levels of individuals living in different places such as cities,
districts, villages and towns. In the study, when the paranormal belief
levels of undergraduate students were examined according to the
variable of place of residence, it was determined that it was significantly
against the students living in the districts/towns. Individuals may turn
to paranormal beliefs to adapt to their environment (Ayten & Kose,
2009). Furthermore, with the concern that individuals who do not
comply with paranormal beliefs recognized by the majority in small
settlements will be ostracized, individuals show a desire to harmonize
with the majority by conforming to these beliefs. As a matter of fact,
since individuals' interaction with each other is faster especially in small
settlements such as districts/towns, paranormal belief tendencies there
may be higher than in other settlement types.

In the semi-structured interviews with the students, more than half of
the students stated that the concept of paranormal belief was effective
on social development. Just as the social assets, political, economic and
cultural structure of the society shape the paranormal beliefs in that
region (Arslan, 2011; Koruk, 2017), our paranormal beliefs can also shape
the society. Also, it has been determined that undergraduate students
have remarkable perceptions regarding the reflections of paranormal
beliefs in daily life, such as the emergence of different concepts and
groups, an increase in curiosity and questioning, an excessive interest
in models and samples, an increase in digitalization of belief activities
and an increase in following their apps. As a matter of fact, global
societies benefit from paranormal phenomena in supporting
relationships between people and using social media (Robertson, 2003).
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As a result, it has been concluded that the paranormal belief levels of
undergraduate students are directly related to variables such as
gender, family income level and place of residence where most of life is
spent, grade level and faculty they are studying in. Revealing the
relationships between these variables on paranormal beliefs made a
significant contribution to the understanding of the variables
associated with the level of paranormal belief in the literature. In
addition, as a result of the interviews, it was determined that
undergraduate students have remarkable perceptions about the
concept of paranormal belief, that the concept of paranormal belief is
effective on social development and that paranormal beliefs are
reflected in daily life from various aspects. For example, individuals who
cannot find a cure for their psychological and psychosomatic disorders
may turn to people called psychics and sorcerers (Sirin, 2009). In line
with these results, the causes of paranormal beliefs can be determined
by conducting large-scale interviews with undergraduate students
regarding the variables discussed. Furthermore, environments that will
equip students with scientific education at universities can be created.
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