
51

The Goodwill and Consistency of Türkiye in the 
Repatriation of Foreign Cultural Property: 

Case Studies of China and Iraq
Levent Tökün and İpek Bayraktar1

Article submitted: 8 June 2023
Article accepted: 8 September 2023

https://doi.org/10.54930/TARE.2023.32054

Abstract

T -

-

-

-

-

Keywords

Introduction

cultural identity and collective memory. As a consequence of this value, throughout history unfor-
2 illegally trafficked, and 

 ORCID: 0000-0002-1610-1661, leventtokun94@gmail.com. 

-
-



52 JOURNAL OF THE TURKISH INSTITUTE OF ARCHAELOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - 03

3 

-

th 4 and 
1907,5

6 -
erty and immediately endorsed by the ,7

armed conflict. In 1999, the Second Protocol8 

clarified the safeguarding methods mentioned in the same Convention. Moreover, it introduced 
-
-

9

10 

-

-



53
The Goodwill and Consistency of Türkiye in the Repatriation of Foreign Cultural Property: Case Studies of China and Iraq 

Levent Tökün - İpek Bayraktar

,11 commonly referred 

-

12

-
certed international efforts to detect and carry out relevant measures13 -

14 In addition, Article 15 unquestionably endorses the 

entry into force for the States involved.15
16 also encourages State Parties to establish bilateral or multi-

17 

of 143 States Parties,18

19

20 

-
-

18 See the List of the States Parties: UNESCO, “States Parties to the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Pre-

-

-

-



54 JOURNAL OF THE TURKISH INSTITUTE OF ARCHAELOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - 03

-
-

-
21 Hence, the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention ultimately 

aims for countries to collaborate on a more stable ground. Yet, this Convention has faced difficul-
22 

23 is not as rec-
ognized as the 1970 Convention even though it rectifies some significant unresolved issues in the 

24 
25 

Another distinctive feature of the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention is the introduction of 

26 since the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention is 
not retroactive. As a consequence of the non-retroactivity nature of both 1995 UNIDROIT27 and 
1970 Conventions,28
and indigenous communities lost their valuable cultural artifacts and monuments due to historical 

29

-

 by strongly rec-

30 
Furthermore, ICOM describes due diligence as meaning they must undertake “all the required 

-
31 

-

org/10.12775/SIT.2018.020.
22 Brodie 

-

(Paris: ICOM, 



55

-
32 

33

-

Commitment to Repatriation: The Case of Türkiye

“

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk34

35 Sub-
36 Later, as the 1970 Convention 

.37

by the authors. 

 

35 See the List of the States Parties to the 1954 Convention: UNESCO, “States Parties to the Convention for the Pro-

-
-

-

-

Convention and the Second Protocol of the 1954 Convention as of July 2023. 

The Goodwill and Consistency of Türkiye in the Repatriation of Foreign Cultural Property: Case Studies of China and Iraq 
Levent Tökün - İpek Bayraktar



56 JOURNAL OF THE TURKISH INSTITUTE OF ARCHAELOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE - 03

-

and destination/market countries.38 

39 -
-

40

According to the numbers on  
41 

.42 Hence, the largest shareholder in the global art market, 

-

Turkish institutions.43
-

-
-

 in 
, edited by Neil Brodie 

(Brus-

 -



57

.44 45 
46 

financial resources to return cases. 
-
-
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As one can observe from this statistic, in some instances, a country that is generally regarded as a 
destination/market country can also become a source country. The interchangeable nature of these 

-
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Return of 81 Cultural Objects
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Iraqi case.
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in the Hatay Archeology Museum.78
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National Police79 alerted the international community via INTERPOL, requesting further assis-
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Fig. 1: Chinese cultural objects on display at the handover ceremony in Ankara, Türkiye. 

Fig. 1: Ankara’daki iade töreninde sergilenen Çin kökenli kültürel varlıklar. 
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Fig. 2: Returned mural painting to China from a temple of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 CE). 
Fig. 2: Çin’e iade edilen, Tang Hanedanı dönemindeki bir tapınağa ait duvar resmi (MS 618–907). 

Yabancı Kökenli Kültür Varlıklarının İadesinde Türkiye’nin İyi Niyeti ve Tutarlı Yaklaşımı: Çin ve Irak Örnek Vakaları 
Levent Tökün - İpek Bayraktar



80 TÜRK ARKEOLOJİ VE KÜLTÜREL MİRAS ENSTİTÜSÜ DERGİSİ - 03

Fig. 3: The repatriated Iraqi cylinder seal. 

Fig. 3: İadesi gerçekleştirilen, Irak kökenli silindir mühür. 
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Fig. 4: Some of returned 81 Iraqi cultural objects displayed at the official ceremony in Hatay, Türkiye. 

Fig. 4: Hatay’daki resmi iade töreninde sergilenen Irak kökenli 81 kültürel varlıktan bazıları. 
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