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The Transformation of Influences Taken From Turkish Oral Culture to Eco-
Folklore in Kargasabunu  

Abstract 

Because the first studies preparing the birth of the folklore discipline in the 19th century were carried 

out in rural areas, an approach assuming that folklore should focus on villages and towns as a research 

field has long been adopted as the dominant perspective in folklore studies around the world. Due to  

the rapid growth of modern cities and the uniformizing effects of the globalization in cities, 

researchers began to be anxious about folkloric heritage could be forgotten in rural places. However, 

it is observed that folkloric elements in the works of modern writers enrich their fictional world and 

add a different depth to literary texts. Thus it is clarified that various techniques of both folklore and 

oral narrative tradition are transferred/reminded to future generations through the works of modern 

literature. As is known to all, there are successful writers in modern Turkish literature who supply 

their works with elements inspired by Turkish folklore. In this paper, Turkish folklore elements 

reminded to readers were  identified in Kargasabunu, published in 2023 by Faruk Duman, one of 

the prominent authors of modern Turkish storywriting after 1990. In addition, Duman's stories will 

be evaluated in terms of narrative techniques, and it was shown that the author's style moves away 

from the modern story benefiting from the genres of oral literature. But while his style reminds the 

oral literature tradition, contemporary and global issues such as the destruction of nature are 

presented in his stories. Kargasabunu is a story book demonstrating that modern human still needs 

the tradition of oral literature in order to express an ecocritical view about current ecological 

problems of the world. Therefore, it was discussed which messages Duman might have tried to give 

to the reader through these stories. Kargasabunu was analysed with the theories of applied folklore 

and ecocriticism. In the end of the paper, it was understood that Kargasabunu may be classified as an 

elements of oral literature and Turkish folklore.  

Keywords: oral literature, ecocriticism, globalization, ecofolklore, applied folklore  
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