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An example of neologism : The adventure of the concept of civilization in 
Turkish non-fiction texts 

Abstract 

Neologism is the process of forming a new word or term that did not exist before in a language. It is 

a grammatical term that is frequently used in Turkish. The origin of the word comes from the Latin 

with the development of the language. Neologisms are new words and phrases used to meet needs 
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and describe new concepts and technologies. This term refers to the continuous development and 

renewal of the language. The bureaucrats sent from the Ottoman Empire to Europe during the 

Tanzimat Period used the word "sivilizasyon" to express the concept of civilization in the epistles and 

letters they 

travel writings, especially from 

has become suitable for its use in Turkish culture. In this process, the meaning of the word has 

differentiated and expanded. Tanzimat II. Under the influence of the political and social 

developments that took place until the Constitutional Monarchy, writers began to use the word 

"progress" widely in order to differentiate the modernization story of the Turks, as they associated 

civilization and the West in non-fiction texts. At the beginning of the 20th century, the national 

struggle started and while this great change was being expressed, the word revolution, which had the 

meaning of revolution, began to be widely used in the texts. In this study, the change and 

transformation of a concept in the history of Turkish culture in the light of neologism will be tried to 

be historicalized through non-fiction texts. 

Keywords: Neologism, civilization cultur, progress, revolution 
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