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On translations of the Qur'an and the works of Kurd Efendi in the Ottoman 
Period  

Abstract 

Translation, that is, the history of translation goes back to the history of humanity. Wherever there 

was a culture, translations were needed to transfer knowledge. As in every society, Turks were also 

influenced by the languages and religions of the neighboring communities they were close to, and 

they also affected them. The interaction of the Turks with different cultures increased thanks to the 

religions they accepted. Therefore, some changes began to occur in language, culture, art, literature, 

and even their modes of living. In order to learn, read and understand this new religion, to transfer 

it to others, and to make the social structure compatible with Islam, they gave importance to the 

Qur'an, its translations, and its interpretations after the adoption of Islam. In order to comprehend 

the teachings of this new religion, it has become a necessity to first understand the content of the holy 

book. Consequently, a new field of science has emerged. The Qur'an is a holy book sent for humanity 

to understand and live accordingly, and its language is Arabic. For this reason, it was felt necessary 

to translate it into other languages. Therefore, it was ensured through scientific studies such as tafsir 

that human beings understood and comprehended the holy book and that the principles and rules 

were properly taught. Translation of the Qur'an into other languages can be said to date back to the 

time of the Prophet. Turks also have been included in these tafsir studies with Islam. In the first 

were made. During the Ottoman period, these activities continued increasingly. Also, in this period, 

there were partial tafsir studies both that became widespread and did not become widespread. Among 

-Leys es- -i 

- -Azdi's et- -

Qur'an draws attention. In addition to the above-mentioned tafsir translations, the life and works of 

one of the Ottoman authors Kurd Efendi, who was a halveti sheikh and got compliments from the III. 

Sultan Murad will be examined in this study. Kurd Efendi's interpretation of the Holy Quran in the 

Berlin State Library is in the process of being studied as a master's thesis. The aim of the study is to 

contribute to the language, translation, and translation activities by giving information about the life 

and works of Kurd Efendi, in addition to the translations of the Qur'an made in the Ottoman period. 

Keywords: Translation, Qur'an translation, Kurd Efendi, Ottoman Period 
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