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Abstract 

-2001), one of the eminent representatives of Latin American literature, is 

regarded as one of the most remarkable short story writers in the 20th century Mexican literature, as 

he has inspired many writers to transform the realist literary tradition in his country with magical 

realism, satire, and allegory in his works. As a versatile writer, his short story The Switchman (El 

guardagujas) is considered 

the world. The story is a dialogue between a retired railway worker, who directs the trains by opening 

and closing the switches, and a passenger coming to the station. In this short sto
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approaches the industrialization period that Mexico is going through in a satirical style as well as 

employing irony, which is a common tool used in literature to express criticism indirectly, in order to 

underline the difficulties that industrialization brings to a society. This study aims at analyzing the 

1952.  For this purpose, the presentation is designed to start with the definition of irony and its brief 

historical development and proceed with a comprehensive presentation of the reflection of the 

concept in the short story taking the certain elements such as the era and place into consideration. 

Keywords: Latin American literature, J  
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