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Oz

The Battle of Malazgirt, which opened the gates of Anatolia to the Turks, serves as a cornerstone in the
historical narrative celebrating Turkish victories throughout history and underscoring the continuity
between ancient Turkish states and the modern Republic of Turkey. Moreover, it is commonly recognized
as a source of pride embraced by diverse segments of society and considered a foundational myth of the
national identity. In this regard, it also captures the attention of popular historiography and scholarly
research endeavors. By concentrating on the junction of academic historiography and the national press, in
this research the argument that the Malazgirt victory was overlooked in the Republic's social design until
the 1950s is examined. Furthermore, the study sheds light on several aspects of the battle that are rarely
reflected in academic research or are entirely unheard of. The scope of this study encompasses Cumhuriyet
newspaper's issues from January 1, 1930, when it introduced linotype printing to the Turkish press, up until
December 31, 1950. Using keywords determined in accordance with qualitative research methods and third-
party software, document examination was carried out on copies obtained from Cumbhuriyet's electronic
archive, and the data collected were subjected to content analysis. Through this approach, the portrayal of
war in the Turkish press, as exemplified by Cumbhuriyet, has been closely examined in light of the evolving
understanding of historiography in Turkey over the years. Moreover, the study has identified that the field
studies regarding the Battle of Malazgirt in this research have roots that extend further into the past than
previously known. Starting from the 1930s in Turkey, with the rise of Seljuk historiography, it has been
observed that academic studies and popular publications have been in close harmony.
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Reflections of the battle of Malazgirt on popular historiography: The case of Cumhuriyet Newspaper

Introduction

The Battle of Malazgirt, which ensured that Anatolia "became the homeland for the Turks,"
represents an event of "inherent importance” and simultaneously serves as the "foundation of official
historiography” closely intertwined with the genesis of modern-day Turkey. Although Turkish
historiography had matured through a series of traumatic events in the 19th century, its opportunity
to express itself officially only emerged after victory in the Turkish War of Independence, in other
words, when the Turks had re-established their political presence in Anatolia (Copeaux, 2000: 158).
Despite the revolutionary fervor of the young Republic not reflecting much interest in works that
praised the Ottoman dynasty, the Enlightenment tendencies that had been dominant during the
Constitutional period, which continued to some extent until the 1930s when the institutional building
of the state commenced, endured in the realm of history education (Yildirim, 2016: 49-51). The
history curricula and textbooks underwent several changes up to 1927. However, it is widely
recognized that the real turning point began with the ascendancy of the Turkish History Thesis.
Starting in 1931, the adopted approach redirected history education towards a national context, with
the goal of nurturing responsible citizens who were conscious of their values and culture by fostering
"a strong consciousness” extending back to the pre-Ottoman era and grounding "this consciousness
in the laws of nature" (Ersanli, 1992 12; Demircioglu, 2007: 14). In countering the Hellenistic
historical discourse that denigrated the Turks, this perspective led to the development of a new and
self-assured rhetoric in relation to the West, yet it also gave rise to responses to "ahistorical" questions
like "what if" scenarios concerning the Turks' existence or absence, as well as polemics that heightened
tension rooted in cultural competition with the West (Copeaux, 2000: 24).

As the Battle of Malazgirt played a key role in the Western naming of the lands inhabited by
Turks as "Turkia (Turcia)" rather than Anatolia or Asia Minor (Polat, 2021: 90), it solidifies the
Turkish claims of ownership over these territories dating back to at least the 11th century. However,
despite the repeated message of "we exist!" being increasingly expressed towards the West, particularly
during events like the Balkan disaster, the Gallipoli victory, and the Great Offensive, as the Ottoman
Empire declined, by the 1930s, claims that Turkish had "penetrated all languages as the language of
origin" (Yildizli, 2017: 45), and assertions that the Turks belonged to the "civilization-building
brachycephalic Aryan race," aiming to prove their status as the "autochthonous people of Anatolia"
(Yildirim, 2016: 75), contributed to the transformation of this message into a declaration of "we were
here!"

The attempt to establish the presence of Turks in Anatolia prior to 1071 initially creates the
impression that the significance of the Battle of Malazgirt in Turkish history was officially
downplayed. During this period, the secular principles embraced in the construction of national pride
also began to influence the narrative of Islamic history starting from 1931 (Copeaux, 2003: 108).
Considering the legitimizing role of history education, the profound transformations that began in
the field of education with the Law of Unification of Education dated March 3, 1924, have also
impacted Seljuk historiography in Turkey (Ersanli, 1992: 58; Vurgun and Sen, 2023: 156). In the
history textbooks of the 1920s, it is noteworthy that the language used in accounts of the Battle of
Malazgirt resembled that found in Islamic sources. Prominent features among these include the day
and hours leading up to the battle, preparations made, interactions between Emperor Romanos
Diogenes and Seljuk Sultan Alp Arslan after the former’s capture, and "numerous symbolic narratives
that could be imbued with contemporary meaning" (Copeaux, 2000: 159). In this context, emotional

JOUR

o= |
= H ﬁlsmnv EDUCATION 158



Develi, T.O.

lines are encountered in the book entitled Cumhuriyet Cocuklarina Tarih Dersleri (History Lessons
for the Children of the Republic) published in Ottoman Turkish by Ihsan Serif Bey (Saru) and
approved by the Ministry of National Education's Department of Education on August 19, 1926, to
be taught in the third grades of elementary schools (1926: 91-92), which praise the noble generosity
displayed by Alp Arslan towards the captive Emperor Diogenes (Baskaya, 2016: 298). In the book
entitled Tiirk Cocuklarina Tarih Dersleri (History Lessons for Turkish Children) prepared for fourth-
grade elementary school students by Emin Ali (Cavli) in 1927, the Battle of Malazgirt is portrayed as
"one of the most important stages in Turkish history,” depicting Alp Arslan's triumph over the
"100,000-strong Byzantine army" with his soldiers who were "the very picture of loyalty and courage,"
followed by a dialogue with the captured Emperor, presented in a spirited style for the readers
(Bagkaya, 2016: 298).

During the period when the Turkish Historical Thesis was on the rise, discussions within the
context of the motherland-land-of-origin relationship emphasized the Central Asian origins of the
ancient civilizations in Anatolia (Yildirim, 2016: 131), and it can be argued that the relatively low
interest shown in Seljuk history in the 1920s was inversely proportional to the curiosity about pre-
Islamic Turkish history. However, it can be asserted that this battle, which at least guaranteed the
Turks a homeland in Anatolia from the significant date of 1071, maintains its importance as a
milestone, offering concrete evidence of Turkish presence in Anatolia. In this regard, the Battle of
Malazgirt is among the fundamental ideological narratives in Turkish historiography (Copeaux, 2003:
110).

During the 1930s, textbooks about the Battle of Malazgirt lacked any "symbolic narratives,"
did not delve into the discourse of the "second homeland" or the "religious dimension" of the battle
and failed to establish "any connection between the present and the past” in references to Atatiirk
(Copeaux, 2000: 160); however, in the early 1940s, known as the Humanist period, they underwent a
content transformation. The new trend adopted in the years following Atatiirk's passing, which
identified the source of Anatolian culture within the Greco-Latin civilization, resulted in a shift away
from the ethnic focus of the Turkish Historical Thesis and the claims of Central Asian-origin
civilizations to an approach where every culture, be it "Hittite, Greek, Roman, Seljuk, or Ottoman,"
was embraced (Karabag, 2019: 262; Yildirim, 2016 56-58). As new archaeological and philosophical
approaches were included in the historical disciplines in the West (Cevik, 2023: 19), the Turk-centric
narrative has given way to a universalist perspective, softening the nationalist tone in historical
writing. This shift relocated the discourse that had influenced the "cultural life and historical
narrative" of the time from Central Asia to Anatolia, grounding it in a "patriotic" context ($imsek and
Yazici, 2013: 20-21). During this period marked by a particular emphasis on topics related to Ancient
History, works authored by writers such as Arif M. Mansel, Enver Z. Karal, and Cavid Baysun were
used as textbooks in high schools from 1942 to 1957. These were followed by works authored by
tigures like Bedriye Atsiz, Hilmi Oran, Emin Oktay, and Niyazi Aksit. These works stand out for their
more detailed exploration of Byzantine history compared to earlier periods (Ozbas, 2019: 82-83). The
Battle of Malazgirt is introduced within the ongoing narrative of the Ancient Era, particularly in the
context of the Turkification of Anatolia. In this context, Alp Arslan, portrayed as a brave, noble, and
victorious commander, served as an example of the "ideal Turkish type" in textbooks. The victory of
Alp Arslan was a pivotal moment with a significant impact on world history. His triumphs over the
Byzantines and the subsequent defeat of the Byzantine Empire marked the beginning of Turkish
migration into Anatolia and they were considered concurrent with the establishment of Turkey.
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Following the victory, Turkish names were given to "the mountains, cities, towns, and villages of
Anatolia," even highlighting that "even Greeks and Armenians learned Turkish." In this way, Anatolia
had "become Turkish with its stones, soil, water, and people,” and the conquest was accomplished
(Yildirim, 2016: 133-134). Until 1960, these narratives, which were progressively making their way
into Humanism-based history education, paved the way for the understanding of Turk-Islamic
Synthesis—a phase that could be described as a transitional period, beginning in the mid-1970s
following the Menderes government. The evolving narrative of Malazgirt, since the beginning of
multi-party politics, has secured a distinct position for itself within this new perspective. Prominent
figures such as Ibrahim Kafesoglu, Altan Deliorman, and Yilmaz Oztuna have emphasized the war's
role in nation-building, expressing the belief in an "ideal fusion" of Turkic identity and Islam. In works
written with this perspective, Alp Arslan's defeat of the Byzantine army has been juxtaposed with
Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk's victory over the Greek forces. Furthermore, the “coincidental” alignment of
both victories, one signifying the Turkish establishment in Anatolia and the other their triumphant
defense, occurring on the same date of August 26, was considered a "quirk of history”" that made it
easier "to make references to recent history" (Copeaux, 2000: 70, 110).

The growth of scholarly literature on the Battle of Malazgirt during various phases of Turkish
historiography has consistently revitalized the image of this triumph in the national memory.
Nevertheless, the transformation of this narrative over the years has sparked discussions regarding
the battle's significance and its social response. Although Turkish intellectuals "grasped the meaning
of the Battle of Malazgirt during the years of the War of Independence and drew parallels between
the two wars", some figures like Ziya Gokalp and Yahya Kemal Beyatli have interpreted "the battle
that took place centuries ago from different perspectives" (Kaplan, 1972: 162-163). From the
perspective of history education, it appears that the event gained increased "political and national"
significance after the "1980 military coup” and its "religious dimension" became more prominent
"between 1976 and 1987-1988" (Copeaux, 2000: 161). In light of this, recent assertions indicating that
the historical significance of Malazgirt was largely disregarded at the official level until the mid-1950s
suggest that this pivotal national memory, distinguished for its ideological importance, was primarily
preserved within the social consciousness of the 1930s and 40s (Dogan, 2020: 67; Copeaux, 2000: 160).

The present study, which examines the discourse of neglect surrounding the Malazgirt
mythos, focuses on the popular narrative of the battle during the period of 1930-1950, which
corresponds to the first phase of the Turkish Historical Thesis and Humanist historical understanding
(Yidirim, 2016: 60). The aim of the study examining the Malazgirt-themed articles in Cumhuriyet
newspaper is to:

e Provide new insights into the language and content of the news and opinion articles shared
with readers, contributing to analytical research in the field of education regarding the
historical understanding of the period in which they were published.

o Identify data about the historical identity of Malazgirt and the battle in this newspaper.

Method
Research Pattern

A qualitative research methodology was employed. Qualitative research can be described as "a
process in which qualitative data collection methods such as observation, interviewing, and document
analysis are used, aiming to present perceptions and events in a realistic and holistic manner in their
natural context." In qualitative research, data related to "environment, process, and perception” are
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typically collected using methods such as "interviews, observation, and analysis written documents"
(Yddirim and Simsek, 2021: 37-38). These methods transport readers to the "time and place of
observation," allowing individuals to convey their experiences "in their own words.” Since there is a
story to be told, "excerpts from documents" are used (Patton, 2018: 47). "The process at play in society”
is explored and "the meanings that individuals make of particular events" are examined (Given, 2021:
2).

In qualitative research methodology, when "direct observation and interviewing are not
possible,” researchers can resort to "written and visual materials" related to the research problem
(Yidirim and $imsek, 2021: 189). If the "historical background of the subject under consideration is
prominent” and written forms of communication are important, document analysis may be used for
data collection purposes (Buran, 2021: 51). In this context, document analysis can serve as "either a
standalone research method" or as an "additional source of information” when used in conjunction
with other qualitative analysis methods. As a practical data collection method, it is functional in
obtaining information about the cultures, traditions, institutions, experiences, and government
policies of past societies (Simsek, 2009: 42). Since it primarily encompasses the analysis of written
materials containing information about the events and phenomena under investigation, it is
frequently employed by historians.

Among the documents commonly used in qualitative research, there are "popular media
forms" that are "public in nature,” such as "television, film, radio, newspapers, literary works,
photography, cartoons, and the Internet." Mass communication materials are excellent sources for
"dealing with questions about some aspect of society at a given time, for comparing groups on a
certain dimension, or for tracking cultural change and trends" (Merriam and Tisdell, 2016: 167-168).
In this context, newspapers, which are still considered one of the most influential mass
communication mediums, were consulted. Newspapers are regarded as primary sources that produce
content related to current events, local and international news, politics, business, sports,
entertainment, and other areas of interest. Furthermore, through analyses and opinion columns, their
purpose is to inform, educate, and captivate readers by offering insights and viewpoints. In this
context, mainstream daily newspapers primarily target a broad readership, thus providing researchers
with populations and samples where variables such as age, gender, and educational level can be taken
into account separately. Similarly, considering the number, frequency, volume, and quality of content
featured in newspapers based on their topics, it is possible to monitor society's interaction with them.
Furthermore, newspapers offer numerous advantages for document analysis, including providing
access to hard-to-find subjects, being free from reactivity, allowing analysis to spread over time,
offering a wide sample, and serving as a source of unique, cost-effective, and high-quality data
(Yildirim and Simsek, 2021: 191-192).

Data Source

Since the time constraints inherent to the research subject, along with the envisioned aims and
objectives, preclude the establishment of any reader-based sampling framework’, the present study,

'The earliest data regarding the newspaper's readership can be accessed starting from 1976. Based on the results obtained
from a survey conducted by Cumhuriyet, it is evident that more than half of the readers, primarily aged between 25 and
35 and highly educated, constitute a profile predominantly residing in major cities like Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir; this
readership, mainly male and with nearly half possessing foreign language proficiency, tends to read other daily newspapers
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conducted using daily national newspapers and relevant literature, does not require ethics committee
approval.

In the period following the declaration of the new regime, the number of daily newspapers
nationwide, which reached 40, quickly increased sixfold, and shortly after its establishment
Cumbhuriyet also achieved a circulation of 7,000 copies. Within four years, this number had risen from
8,000 to 9,000 copies. Considering that the 1927 census recorded a population of 795,000 in Istanbul,
these figures placed Cumhuriyet among the most widely read newspapers. Following the "Law on the
Adoption and Implementation of Turkish Letters" on November 1, 1928, and the successful literacy
campaign, the newspaper's circulation reached 25,000 to 28,000 within 10 years of its establishment,
and by 1939, the year World War II began, this number had risen to nearly 62,000. As evident from
this, the newspaper's circulation experienced a remarkable ninefold increase within a relatively short
span of 15 years (Koktener, 2004: 22).

Based on these considerations, the scope of the present study includes all editions of
Cumbhuriyet from January 1, 1930, when it became the first Turkish newspaper to adopt linotype
printing, to December 31, 1949. In addition, a total of 52 supplements published on general topics
such as politics, strategy, and travel, as well as specific subject headings like Anatolia, Academy, and
The Great Offensive were included in the scope. Among the supplements, there is also a French
periodical called Le Monde Diplomatique.

Data Collection Tools

The material that is the subject of the research was obtained from the electronic archive of
Cumbhuriyet through a temporary subscription. The relevant time intervals and keywords were
filtered through multiple combinations using the newspaper's online search engine. However,
occasional disruptions in the data collection process due to insufficient infrastructure were eliminated
with the help of third-party digital software. In this context, text that was erroneously filtered by the
search engine but did not relate to the context, along with pages that were within the scope of the
study but could not be located due to the absence of indexing in the archive management system,
underwent a thorough OCR scanning process. Subsequently, a meticulous and high-quality search
was conducted on this newly processed document.

Analysis of Data

Data collected through the examination of documents were subjected to content analysis. This
involves "systematically tracking hidden meanings and intended messages within texts or transcripts,
presenting them in the form of concepts and categories”, and analyzing them either "quantitatively or
qualitatively” (Giiler, Halicioglu, and Tasgmn, 2015: 331-333). The fundamental goal of content
analysis is to identify concepts and relationships through which collected data can be explained.
Accordingly, "the collected data should first be conceptualized”, then subjected to a logical
categorization based on these concepts, and this process should lead to the identification of themes
that "explain the data accordingly” (Simsek, 2009: 45). The data analyzed can consist of various written
sources and symbols such as "letters, articles, diaries, newspaper contents, short stories," and similar
materials (Giiler et al., 2015: 332). When conducting a content analysis of documents, a four-stage

as well, showing a notable interest in content related to domestic and foreign politics, economics, literature, and art, thus
forming a profile largely comprising civil servants and students (Atilgan, 1994: 39-47).
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process is typically followed, which includes selecting a sample from the data under analysis,
developing categories, determining the unit of analysis, and quantifying (Bailey, 1994: 319).

Since 1930, Cumhuriyet and its supplements have accumulated nearly 5.5 million news clippings.
Since qualitative data are “thick data” and “it is not possible to use all of them”, the sampling is limited
to content that is related to the key terms "Malazgirt," "Alp Arslan," "Selguklu,” and "1071." During
this process, variations in the spelling of certain words over the years (Malazgird / Melazgird / Alp
Arslan / Alparslan), changes in usage patterns, typographical errors, and printing mistakes were
considered, taking into account different forms of spelling for the search keywords. However, it is not
possible to conduct a search in an archive management system that simultaneously contains more
than three keywords Therefore, in order to enhance the "validity and reliability" of the obtained data,
digital filtering was repeated to examine results that responded to all of the specified keywords, which
were limited to a maximum of three at a time. The underlying assumption here is that in a text
narrating the Battle of Malazgirt, these three keywords must inevitably have been used. In this way, it
was anticipated that documents containing keywords like "Alp Arslan" and "Alparslan” written
differently, as well as "Malazgirt" and "Malazgird," which do not have any relevance to the subject of
the present study, would be automatically filtered out. However, when the scanning process was
designed to include "all" of the keywords, it yielded zero results. On the other hand, when configured
to include "any one of them," it produced unrealistic results ranging from a minimum of 77 to as
many as 2111, with variations over the years. This issue can be attributed to reasons such as the
inadequacy of the search engine, the low resolution of the digitized documents, and, consequently,
the archive management system's inability to perform consistent scanning during searches.

Table 1

Random Keyword Search Results
Keyword Combination 1930 1940 Percentage

(Containing any) 1939 1959  Change
Alp Arslan — Malazgirt — 1071 968 2111  118.07%
Alp Arslan — Malazgird — 1071 954 2124  122.64%
Alp Arslan — Melazgird — 1071 950 2090  119.99%
Alparslan — Malazgirt — 1071 97 169 74.22%
Alparslan — Malazgird — 1071 84 187  122.61%
Alparslan — Melazgird — 1071 77 144 87.01%

Research Pattern

A qualitative research methodology was employed. Qualitative research can be described as "a
process in which qualitative data collection methods such as observation, interviewing, and document
analysis are used, aiming to present perceptions and events in a realistic and holistic manner in their
natural context." In qualitative research, data related to "environment, process, and perception” are
typically collected using methods such as "interviews, observation, and analysis written documents"
(Yddirim and Simsek, 2021: 37-38). These methods transport readers to the "time and place of
observation," allowing individuals to convey their experiences "in their own words.” Since there is a
story to be told, "excerpts from documents" are used (Patton, 2018: 47). "The process at play in society"
is explored and "the meanings that individuals make of particular events" are examined (Given, 2021:
2).
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In qualitative research methodology, when "direct observation and interviewing are not
possible,” researchers can resort to "written and visual materials" related to the research problem
(Yildirim and $imsek, 2021: 189). If the "historical background of the subject under consideration is
prominent” and written forms of communication are important, document analysis may be used for
data collection purposes (Buran, 2021: 51). In this context, document analysis can serve as "either a
standalone research method" or as an "additional source of information” when used in conjunction
with other qualitative analysis methods. As a practical data collection method, it is functional in
obtaining information about the cultures, traditions, institutions, experiences, and government
policies of past societies (Simsek, 2009: 42). Since it primarily encompasses the analysis of written
materials containing information about the events and phenomena under investigation, it is
frequently employed by historians.

Among the documents commonly used in qualitative research, there are "popular media
forms" that are "public in nature,” such as "television, film, radio, newspapers, literary works,
photography, cartoons, and the Internet." Mass communication materials are excellent sources for
"dealing with questions about some aspect of society at a given time, for comparing groups on a
certain dimension, or for tracking cultural change and trends" (Merriam and Tisdell, 2016: 167-168).
In this context, newspapers, which are still considered one of the most influential mass
communication mediums, were consulted. Newspapers are regarded as primary sources that produce
content related to current events, local and international news, politics, business, sports,
entertainment, and other areas of interest. Furthermore, through analyses and opinion columns, their
purpose is to inform, educate, and captivate readers by offering insights and viewpoints. In this
context, mainstream daily newspapers primarily target a broad readership, thus providing researchers
with populations and samples where variables such as age, gender, and educational level can be taken
into account separately. Similarly, considering the number, frequency, volume, and quality of content
featured in newspapers based on their topics, it is possible to monitor society's interaction with them.
Furthermore, newspapers offer numerous advantages for document analysis, including providing
access to hard-to-find subjects, being free from reactivity, allowing analysis to spread over time,
offering a wide sample, and serving as a source of unique, cost-effective, and high-quality data
(Yildirim and Simsek, 2021: 191-192).

Data Source

Since the time constraints inherent to the research subject, along with the envisioned aims and
objectives, preclude the establishment of any reader-based sampling framework?, the present study,
conducted using daily national newspapers and relevant literature, does not require ethics committee
approval.

In the period following the declaration of the new regime, the number of daily newspapers
nationwide, which reached 40, quickly increased sixfold, and shortly after its establishment
Cumbhuriyet also achieved a circulation of 7,000 copies. Within four years, this number had risen from

*The earliest data regarding the newspaper's readership can be accessed starting from 1976. Based on the results obtained
from a survey conducted by Cumbhuriyet, it is evident that more than half of the readers, primarily aged between 25 and
35 and highly educated, constitute a profile predominantly residing in major cities like Istanbul, Ankara, and Izmir; this
readership, mainly male and with nearly half possessing foreign language proficiency, tends to read other daily newspapers
as well, showing a notable interest in content related to domestic and foreign politics, economics, literature, and art, thus
forming a profile largely comprising civil servants and students (Atilgan, 1994: 39-47).
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8,000 to 9,000 copies. Considering that the 1927 census recorded a population of 795,000 in Istanbul,
these figures placed Cumhuriyet among the most widely read newspapers. Following the "Law on the
Adoption and Implementation of Turkish Letters" on November 1, 1928, and the successful literacy
campaign, the newspaper's circulation reached 25,000 to 28,000 within 10 years of its establishment,
and by 1939, the year World War II began, this number had risen to nearly 62,000. As evident from
this, the newspaper's circulation experienced a remarkable ninefold increase within a relatively short
span of 15 years (Koktener, 2004: 22).

Based on these considerations, the scope of the present study includes all editions of
Cumbhuriyet from January 1, 1930, when it became the first Turkish newspaper to adopt linotype
printing, to December 31, 1949. In addition, a total of 52 supplements published on general topics
such as politics, strategy, and travel, as well as specific subject headings like Anatolia, Academy, and
The Great Offensive were included in the scope. Among the supplements, there is also a French
periodical called Le Monde Diplomatique.

Data Collection Tools

The material that is the subject of the research was obtained from the electronic archive of
Cumhuriyet through a temporary subscription. The relevant time intervals and keywords were
filtered through multiple combinations using the newspaper's online search engine. However,
occasional disruptions in the data collection process due to insufficient infrastructure were eliminated
with the help of third-party digital software. In this context, text that was erroneously filtered by the
search engine but did not relate to the context, along with pages that were within the scope of the
study but could not be located due to the absence of indexing in the archive management system,
underwent a thorough OCR scanning process. Subsequently, a meticulous and high-quality search
was conducted on this newly processed document.

Data Analysis

Data collected through the examination of documents were subjected to content analysis. This
involves "systematically tracking hidden meanings and intended messages within texts or transcripts,
presenting them in the form of concepts and categories”, and analyzing them either "quantitatively or
qualitatively” (Gtiler, Halicioglu, and Taggin, 2015: 331-333). The fundamental goal of content
analysis is to identify concepts and relationships through which collected data can be explained.
Accordingly, "the collected data should first be conceptualized”, then subjected to a logical
categorization based on these concepts, and this process should lead to the identification of themes
that "explain the data accordingly” (Simsek, 2009: 45). The data analyzed can consist of various written
sources and symbols such as "letters, articles, diaries, newspaper contents, short stories," and similar
materials (Giiler et al., 2015: 332). When conducting a content analysis of documents, a four-stage
process is typically followed, which includes selecting a sample from the data under analysis,
developing categories, determining the unit of analysis, and quantifying (Bailey, 1994: 319).

Since 1930, Cumbhuriyet and its supplements have accumulated nearly 5.5 million news clippings.
Since qualitative data are “thick data” and “it is not possible to use all of them”, the sampling is limited
to content that is related to the key terms "Malazgirt," "Alp Arslan," "Selguklu,” and "1071." During
this process, variations in the spelling of certain words over the years (Malazgird / Melazgird / Alp
Arslan / Alparslan), changes in usage patterns, typographical errors, and printing mistakes were
considered, taking into account different forms of spelling for the search keywords. However, it is not
possible to conduct a search in an archive management system that simultaneously contains more
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than three keywords Therefore, in order to enhance the "validity and reliability" of the obtained data,
digital filtering was repeated to examine results that responded to all of the specified keywords, which
were limited to a maximum of three at a time. The underlying assumption here is that in a text
narrating the Battle of Malazgirt, these three keywords must inevitably have been used. In this way, it
was anticipated that documents containing keywords like "Alp Arslan" and "Alparslan” written
differently, as well as "Malazgirt" and "Malazgird," which do not have any relevance to the subject of
the present study, would be automatically filtered out. However, when the scanning process was
designed to include "all" of the keywords, it yielded zero results. On the other hand, when configured
to include "any one of them," it produced unrealistic results ranging from a minimum of 77 to as
many as 2111, with variations over the years. This issue can be attributed to reasons such as the
inadequacy of the search engine, the low resolution of the digitized documents, and, consequently,
the archive management system's inability to perform consistent scanning during searches.

Once the strengths and weaknesses of the search process were understood, the documents
included in the study were randomly selected using options such as "containing all," "containing in
sequence,” and "containing any" of the keywords within the historical boundaries of the study. The
selected documents were carefully examined, and book introductions and commercial advertisements
that did not directly contribute to the subject were not included. Each of the 21 documents selected
through this method, directly related to the subject of the study, was categorized under headings such
as "text type" and "dominant historical perspective at the time of publication."

Table 2

The Distribution of Written Documents Included in the Study By Year And Type
Year News Opinion Column News Article
1932 2
1933 -
1935 -
1936 -
1939 -
1941 1
1942 - 1 -
1943 2 - -
1946 - 1 -
1947 - - 1
1949 - - 8

—
1

1
—

In the final stage, the selected documents were analyzed, quantifying the responses they
provided to the discussed problem, and evaluations based on the content presented by the newspaper
to its readers regarding the Battle of Malazgirt, in alignment with the previously mentioned objective,
were shared.

Table 3

The Percentage Change in The Documents by Period
1930 1940 Percentage
1939 1949 Change
Total Number of Documents 6 15 149.9%
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Results

Starting from November 1928, Cumhuriyet fully adopted the Latin alphabet (Koktener, 2004:
29) and, although indirectly, it has been determined that the earliest content related to the Battle of
Malazgirt can be traced back to 1932 in the newspaper. Between July 2nd and 11th, 1932, the
newspaper conveyed the detailed proceedings of the First Turkish History Congress held in Ankara,
providing its readers with day-to-day coverage starting from July 3. Moreover, in its edition dated
July 11, the newspaper extensively covered the speeches given on July 10, 1932, by notable figures
including Yusuf Hikmet Bey [Bayur], the General Secretary of the Presidency, former Director of
Museums, and Istanbul deputy Halil Bey, along with Ismail Hakki and Dr. Resit Galip Bey from the
Historical Society, allocating significant space for their speeches.

Recalling Malazgirt from Scientific Theses and Popular Articles

In his presentation at the First Turkish History Congress, Yusuf Hikmet Bey suggested that
Turkish history could be studied in three stages. These are, chronologically, the period when the
Turks were located in Central Asia, demonstrating the potential for substantial civilization; the
subsequent era marked by the Seljuk Turks re-establishing their political existence in Anatolia, the
ancestral homeland of the Turks since the Scythian era; and the time frame extending from the Battle
of Malazgirt to the establishment of a secular republic in Turkey. Hikmet Bey noted that the Turks
had brought a long period of peace, "order, and honor" to the lands under their rule, and indirectly
pointed to the historical rupture created by the Battle of Malazgirt, arguing that otherwise there would
have been nothing but a "lazy anarchy" and that the Islamic world "would have suffered in the 11th
and 12th centuries what it suffered in the 19th and 20th centuries" (“Tarih Kongresi'nde diinkdi”,
1932: 1, 5-6).

Considering that the language and history congresses organized in the 1930s formed the
general framework for historiography during the Atatiirk era in terms of methodology and content,
and, in alignment with this approach, popular publications, newspapers, magazines, exhibitions,
museums, and theaters were mobilized to promote the Turkish Historical Thesis, it can be asserted
that (Yigit, 2017: 210-218) Cumhuriyet also played a role in fulfilling this mission. In this context, the
congress focused on several predominant subjects, encompassing the Turks' contributions to the
global community, the significance of the Turkish language within world civilization, critical
evaluations of reductionist approaches directed at the Turks in increasingly widespread racist
anthropological theses (particularly since the 19th century), and viewpoints asserting the Turks' status
as the ancient inhabitants of Anatolia. Although it may not have been one of the prominently
emphasized events during the congress, the Battle of Malazgirt appears to have particular significance
in this regard. From this point of view, even though Yusuf Hikmet Bey's presentation was given only
in outline in the newspaper due to its volume, it was clearly stated that "after the Seljuk ruler Alp Aslan
won the Battle of Malazgirt against the Byzantine Emperor, the Turks re-established their political
sovereignty in Anatolia, which was originally the homeland of the Turks, and the Turks who settled
there easily merged with their relatives who were previously in Anatolia" (Bayur, 1932: 492). The fact
that the newspaper published a column entitled "Malazgirt Harbi" (The Battle of Malazgirt) one year
later confirms this. This anecdotal article, which was translated from Arabic about the virtues of jihad
and presented as one of the beautiful examples of 16th-century Anatolian Turkish, by the Divan poet
Baki, narrates the story of the defeat of the "infidel" Armanyos (Romanos), who wanted to dominate
"Iran, Diyar-1 Rabia, Diyar-1 Mudar, Egypt, Maghrib, Hijaz, Yemen, India and China starting from
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Iraq", by the army of "twenty thousand people"” of Alp Arslan, who was called "the Sultan of Iraq and
Persia". At the end of the battle, the release of Romanos by Alp Arslan led to an entirely different
conclusion. According to this, Alp Arslan, refraining from killing the captive Romanos, ordered that
he be paraded among the troops with a rope around his neck for sale. However, none of the soldiers
were willing to buy Romanos for "five coins" in exchange. Finally, when someone wanted to exchange
his dog for Romanos, Alp Arslan asked him to keep the dog on the grounds that it was "better" than
Romanos and "would be useful” and ordered Romanos to be released. When the defeated emperor
returned to his homeland, he was unable to ascend to the throne and his eyes were blinded (Malazgirt
Harbi, 1933: 5). One of the three columns presented to the reader under the title "Milli Kiltiir Sahifesi"
(National Culture Page), it is thought that this anecdote, like the other two, may have been narrated
by M. Fuad Koépriilii.

In the issue of Cumhuriyet dated August 6, 1939, another article, by Peyami Safa, praises Alp
Arslan, who "opened the gates of Anatolia to the Oghuz Turks", and states that August 26 should be
considered a "national holiday" on the occasion of the 868th anniversary of the Malazgirt victory (Safa,
1939: 3). In this respect, it is seen that news articles and columns celebrating the anniversary of the
victory were occasionally included over the years, even if not regularly.

In the 1940s, one of the interesting articles on the Battle of Malazgirt was by Ismail Himi
Dénismend. In his column entitled "Tiirkoloji Bahisleri" (Turcology Inquiries), Danismend strongly
objected to the description of the Turks in Arabic commentaries as "Gog and Magog, cannibals and a
monster that makes a bed out of one ear and a duvet out of the other". He also accused the Ottoman
madrasas, which included these in their curriculum, of being "captives of the Arabic language and
culture”. Dénismend highlighted how Vani Mehmed Efendi, a 17th-century religious scholar,
countered these "fallacies” presented as "scientific truths" to Turkish children, underscoring his "deep
national and ethnic fervor"; he deemed it necessary to include the translation of the part in which the
commentator explains "the Seljukids and especially the Seljukids' destruction of Shiism and
restoration of Sunnism, the Battle of Malazgirt, and the settlement of Oghuz Turks after the conquest
of Anatolia," even though it is not directly related to the subject he addresses (Danismend, 1941: 3).
Whether the "deep national and racial fervor" that Danismend insistently emphasizes in his column
can be encountered as early as the 17th century is a subject for a separate discussion. However, given
that the article was published during the midst of World War II, it is possible to suggest that its content
was influenced by the political climate of the time and may have been written with a fervor that
stemmed more from Danismend himself rather than directly from Vani.

It is observed that Cumhuriyet included some statements in its pages in which the Malazgirt
victory was officially commemorated, as part of the celebrations held throughout the country on the
occasion of the anniversary of the Great Offensive in the same years. Based on this, in the issue of the
newspaper dated August 31, 1941, Lieutenant Cezmi Aydogan, who spoke at the ceremonies
commemorating the Victory Day on August 30, included Alp Arslan among the great Turkish figures
mentioned alongside Atatiirk. Speaking at the same event, Lieutenant General Hisnii Kilkis
mentioned Ergenekon, Malazgirt, Kosovo, and Dumlupinar among the victories achieved "with the
superiority of the Turkish army and bayonet" (Nadi, 1941: 5).

Another article discussing the August months synonymous with victory in Turkish history is
almost entirely dedicated to the Battle of Malazgirt, authored by Ord. Prof. Dr. Resad Kaynar. Kaynar,
while describing the defeat of "the Byzantine army of 120 thousand men, unprecedented until then,

o= |
= H ﬁlsmnv EDUCATION 168

JOUR



Develi, T.O.

by the Turkish cavalry of 40 thousand men 841 years ago," asserts that "Oghuz and Vardar Turks"
within the enemy ranks joined Alp Arslan. An interesting detail conveyed by Kaynar and providing
a clue about the location of the battlefield is that Alp Arslan, along with his Turkish soldiers and
commanders, "watched the battlefield from a small hill near Aladag" (Kaynar, 1942: 3). The place
mentioned by the author probably corresponds to the region where the Murat River begins to the
north of Lake Van, also known as "Alikan" (Babaol, 1982: 3). Another noteworthy aspect of the article
is the essentialist form that dominates the language. What is meant by essentialism here is especially
the romantic approach of "attributing everything that is culturally good to Turks and that these values
can only be found in Turks". In this approach, which was frequently adopted in accordance with the
spirit of the period, special attention is given to the idea of treating the Byzantine Emperor "not as a
captive, but as a fellow soldier, and subsequently allowing his return to his country with an escort of
soldiers" (Parlak, 2005: 239). Aligned with this, the article written by Kaynar also notes that,
subsequent to Alp Arslan's pardon, Romanos Diogenes, previously characterized as
"uncompromising” and harboring "Turkish animosity and hatred to the core until his defeat,”
exhibited an expression in his eyes that indicated "the emergence of emotions unique to humanity for
the first time." According to Kaynar, with the Battle of Malazgirt victory, Anatolia was transformed
into "an ominous place where foreigners would not set foot again” and became "a dazzling example
of Turkish heroism spanning at least 4000 years" (Kaynar, 1942: 3).

An Educator Searching for Traces of War in the Field

In the 1940s, the most extensive coverage of the Battle of Malazgirt featured in Cumhuriyet
was a five-part series authored by Ismail Habib Seviik, a politician and educator. In the column
entitled "Malazgird'in Kendisi" (Malazgirt Itself), Seviik shared long articles entitled “Ahlat Yaris,
Cengin Arifesinde, Cenkler Cengi, Sultan ve Kayser ile Cengin Muhasebesi” (Ahlat Race, On the Eve
of the Battle, The Battle of All Battles, and The Accounting of the Battle between Sultan and Kaiser)
consecutively over a month. The series begins with a description of the two rulers' race to reach Ahlat
before the Battle of Malazgirt. After this, the author briefly introduces Ahlat to the readers and
touches upon the importance of the city for the Turkish-Islamic world. According to the author, the
Byzantine army of "300,000 men" mobilized tactically "with a plan that would make Alexander,
Caesar, and Hannibal jealous”, but when it reached Sakarya, "100,000 of them" were demobilized due
to difficulties regarding subsistence. Seviikk, who frequently refers to the 18th-century French
historian Charles le Beau throughout the series, states that Romanos, who wanted to set up his camp
in front of the castle of Malazgirt, besieged the city with a thousand catapults he brought with him
and captured it a week later. According to the narrative, after the fall of Malazgirt, the Byzantine camp
was established at the location of "Adakdy." According to the information provided by Major General
Vladimir Z. May-Mayevskiy, who served as the Russian Consul General in Van and Bitlis between
1895 and 1913, it is mentioned in the article that the melted snow from Siiphan gathers at the foothills
and emerges from beneath a large rock in Adakoy, forming a wide underground stream that surfaces.
The water in this region, which flows with the same strength and coldness in all seasons, formed a
"pool of two hundred fathoms". Seviik states that he visited the region in 1944 and personally
confirmed this information (Seviik, 1949a: 2, 4). The article gives detailed information about the first
battles before the war and describes the wounding of Nikephoros Bryennios, the captivity of Basilakes
by the Turks, and the massacre of the Turks in Malazgirt by the Byzantine army in revenge for this.
Information is also given about some "Oghuz and Pecheneg" groups who "adopted Orthodoxy" and
served as mercenaries in the Byzantine army. Meanwhile, Alp Arslan is said to have "crossed the
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Vaspurakan defile and set up his camp with 20,000 horsemen at the foot of Mount Stiphan on the
Malazgirt Plain". According to Seviik, the numbers given in Islamic sources about the size of the army
are not exaggerated. When the troops were demobilized by the Byzantine army due to difficulties
regarding subsistence and the troops defeated in Ahlat were added, the total size of the army that is
stated to have participated in the Battle of Malazgirt with 150,000 men, reached 300,000. The author
mainly quoted the peace offer made by Alp Arslan before the war, its rejection, and the prayer of the
Abbasid Caliph al-Qa'im bi-amri 1lah from the Akhbar 'ud-dawlat 'is-Saljugiyya (Seviik, 1949b: 2).
As the final battle approached, Alp Arslan is said to have taken 40,000 ziamet holders, 10,000
volunteers and hassa troop of 4,000 soldiers and deployed them on the nearest hill where he could see
the enemy. From this hill, the Turkish army was encouraged by the realization that the enemy had
surrounded the encampment area with ditches. The author gives a general view of the city of
Malazgirt before the final battle, including the army positions on both sides and Alp Arslan's death
oath. In line with this, Seviik, who characterizes the city as "firmer than an iron mountain” using a
quote from the Timurid court historian Hafiz-1 Ebru, portrays the city center as "a village resembling
a town" based on his fieldwork conducted in 1944. He states that there are "about a hundred and fifty
rural houses with flat roofs and a bazaar with fifteen (?) shops" and that "the larger of the two zinc-
covered and plastered buildings are used as a gendarmerie and the other as a public room". Seviik
then describes the view he sees from the walls of Malazgirt Castle in romantic language and provides
striking details about the difficulty of the terrain:

The layers of lava from this immense mountain, which formed itself by accumulating lava on
its slopes, as well as the large caves, from which deep noises can still be heard, are all situated
on this side. (?) Look even at the names of the villages scattered on the outskirts, filled with
castle ruins, the remains of cupolas and tombstones, with their greatness in the past rather
than the present: Evrengazi, Cihangir, Dizginkale, Kucak, Koseler, Giiltepe, Aktepe,
Seydimerdan... We quickly arrived by car in the vicinity of the village called Harabesur,
situated further back and on level ground, and consisting of around fifteen houses. These areas
are where the battle intensified the most. The area in front of the village is flat and covered
with sandy soil, allowing you to let your horse run freely. However, as you go further, the
landscape is predominantly composed of earth and lava, forming a tough, undulating terrain
that may seem smooth from a distance but is riddled with crevices, pits, and mounds. The
Turkish horsemen will strategically position themselves in the hollows of these areas,
launching attacks on the plains and emerging victorious in the arduous battle, utilizing the
ruggedness of the terrain to their advantage (Seviik, 1949c: 2).

The geographical determinations described by Seviik almost 75 years ago regarding the area
where the battle took place are still valid when compared to the present structure of the terrain (Siitct,
2022: 315). The remainder of his account focuses on the decisive phase of the battle and the capture
of the Emperor. In the subsequent section, drawing upon historians like Joseph de Guignes and works
such as Naqd al-Tawarih, the article delves into prophecies that foresaw victory in the battle,
highlights the dialogue between Alp Arslan and the captive Emperor, and proposes that the initial
fateful interaction between Alp Arslan and Diogenes evolved into a genuine friendship. As part of
this claim, it is stated that Alp Arslan gave the Emperor his own "royal robe and a large retinue of
attendants at his disposal’, and that the Emperor was "devoted to Alp Arslan with all his heart and
burst into tears." Simultaneously, the events unfolding in the Byzantine capital were portrayed
through the account provided by Ahmet Refik (Altinay) in his work Bityiik Tarih-i Umumi. Seviik,
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citing le Beau, states that Diogenes sent Alp Arslan "200,000 gold coins and a diamond he owned." He
also made some inferences about this diamond based on the story of a pearl he read by the English
historian Edward Gibbon. According to Gibbon, Byzantine chroniclers wrote that "a priceless pearl
was lost in the plunder of the battle” but said nothing about "this momentous day that decided the
fate of the Empire". Seviik, on the other hand, hypothesized that this pearl, which was rumored to
have been lost, might be the diamond sent by Diogenes to Alp Arslan, and stated that if such an event
took place, there was no loss, and that “the diamond had been given to the Turks." The remaining
portion of the article narrates the account of Diogenes being poisoned and blinded, which incited Alp
Arslan's anger and prompted his campaigns into Anatolia, followed by his expedition to Samarkand
and the sorrowful tale of his demise, all depicted through a compilation of diverse local and foreign
sources (Seviik, 1949d: 2, 4).

In the last part of the article series, Seviik, who conducts an accounting of the war, compares
the Battle of Malazgirt with the battles of Waterloo and Badr, describes the Seljuk victory as "the Badr
of the Muslim Turks," and refers to it as "the battle of all battles" and "the destiny of all destinies."
Seviik's perspective highlights that when two armies confront each other with a "threefold difference"
in strength, the weaker side managing to avoid defeat is considered an achievement, while their ability
to conquer and triumph over the stronger force is portrayed as "remarkable." For this reason, the
Battle of Malazgirt is considered one of the "greatest epics" in the history of military history. However,
according to the author, Western historians tend to diminish the miraculous aspects of this battle by
downplaying its extraordinary facets and instead they emphasize the weaknesses of the Byzantine
army in an attempt to trivialize the topic. Seviik believes that Western historians have employed
several methods as a way of diminishing the "impressive share of honor" in the Turkish victory. The
first of these, according to Seviik, is the claim that while the Turks had a unified army, the Byzantine
army comprised various ethnic groups, despite its larger size. Seviik's response to this is that despite
the presence of various elements within the Byzantine army, these groups held a Roman identity and
took pride in it. The second method claims that the Byzantine army was defeated because it consisted
of mercenaries. Seviik, on the other hand, rejects this by saying that “the main body of the army was
Greek”. Therefore, they should not be viewed as mercenaries. The presence of "Frank and Norman"
units is not a "weakness" but rather an advantage due to their status as "professional soldiers."
Moreover, if the claim about mercenaries implies that these units were unwilling to engage in combat,
that is also erroneous, as no one except Andronikos Doukas left the battlefield. Thirdly, emphasis is
placed on the Turkish elements within the Byzantine army switching sides. According to Seviik, the
Pechenegs can't hold a significant position in a "Roman army of 200,000 people.”" The author thinks
that the Emperor could not have been so reckless as to go to war against the Turkish Sultan with a
large number of Turks. Additionally, the Emperor's ability to calmly secure oaths of allegiance from
the remaining Turks regarding the "Oguz's joining" serves to affirm the insignificance in the numbers
of the Turks within his army. Setting all of these aside, according to the author, if the Seljuks achieved
a victory "in the far east of Anatolia" with the assistance of the "Turks who crossed the Danube," it is
still something to be celebrated. Fourthly, it is argued that the Byzantine army was defeated from the
very beginning since it "missed the opportunity to encircle and surround"” the enemy on the grounds
that it marched in a cramped formation with a square battalion system. According to Seviik, Western
writers, who would have hailed this as an impressive feat had Diogenes achieved victory by splitting
the Turkish army down the middle with the quadruple line thickness he adopted for his forces, are
now using it as an excuse due to the defeat of the Byzantine commander-in-chief. However, the error
lies not in the plan itself but in the inability to execute it. Hence, it would be more accurate to
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"acknowledge the skill in the Turkish Sultan" rather than "attributing the deficiency to Diogenes."
Seviik states that none of these four reasons could justify the defeat of the Byzantine army, but that a
mountainous region like Anatolia is suitable for maneuvers of "agile troops" rather than heavy armies.
In this context, as the Turks had extensive familiarity with the geography they were fighting in since
the Tugrul Bey period, "half of the Battle of Malazgirt was won through actions taken before the war
even began." Seviik highlights that in the context of smaller forces triumphing over larger armies,
Alfred von Schlieffen cited the Battle of Cannae as an example, but Seviik contends that the Battle of
Malazgirt far surpasses it in this aspect. So much so that Hannibal's struggle was not a battle of fate,
but, unlike Malazgirt, the glory was destined for Rome. Seviik concludes his column by stating that
after his visit to Malazgirt in 1944 he published three articles in Ulkii magazine on August 26th, the
anniversary of the battle, and that Yahya Kemal Beyatli was kind enough to give him his poem "Alp
Arslan’in Ruhuna Gazel" (Ode to Alp Arslan's Soul), which he had never published anywhere before.
Following this, Seviik shared this ode, composed in the aruz prosody with his readers and proceeded
to explain the verses in their sequential order (Seviik, 1949e: 2, 4).

Malazgirt as a World War

Following this long series of articles, three more articles were published in Cumhuriyet by
Ismail Habib Seviik in a column entitled "Malazgirdin Sonrasi” (After Malazgirt). The first article
deals with the Turkification of Anatolia, mainly with the help of the sources used in the previous
series. Seviik is of the opinion that parallel to le Beau after the killing of Diogenes, the expeditions to
Anatolia are no longer seen as a "raid, plunder, or invasion," but rather as a "permanent settlement
specific to profound conquests" of the Turkish presence in this region (Seviik, 1949f: 5). Alongside
the transformation of Anatolia into a Turkish homeland, another significant outcome of the Battle of
Malazgirt was the occurrence of approximately eight Crusades from the West to the East, spanning
the period from 1095 to 1270. Contrary to what the Westerners put forth, according to Seviik, "neither
the surging religious fanaticism in Europe due to the capture of Jerusalem by Muslims, nor the belief
of impoverished Europeans that they would lead happier lives in the East, nor the aristocrats' sense of
adventure" constitute the fundamental basis for these crusades. In his view, just as Gibbon has stated,
"after the Turks shattered the Anatolian wing of the Byzantine eagle, they settled along the shores of
the two straits." Consequently, the once border fortress of Byzantium lost its role as a barrier before
Europe and thus, starting from the Battle of Malazgirt, it was up to them to halt the Turks' advance
(Seviik, 1949g: 2, 5).

According to Seviik, who characterizes the Battle of Malazgirt as a clash between East and
West and thus likens it to a "world war," the Seljuks, having dispelled the Crusader threat by the end
of the 12th century, launched a renewed offensive against the Byzantines. In the first half of the 13th
century, Aldeddin Keykubad's efforts led to the attainment of full unity in Anatolia, "not only in terms
of ethnicity but also in terms of political dominance.”" However, this unity was disrupted for the third
time due to the Mongol invasions, leading to the emergence of "small Turkish states" [beyligs] in
Anatolia. The Ottomans, whom the author refers to as "miraculous,” have emerged from among these
principalities. 2).

Seviik suggests that the sole force "bridging the past nine centuries with the present" is Seljuk
Turkism. It is important not to be misled by the initial labeling of it as the "Seljuk State, Taifa States,
and later Ottoman State." The author likens these to "a river taking on different names at various
places." The fact that this continuity was granted to the Seljuks lies in the settlement of the Turks in
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the west after the Malazgirt victory. In this context, "Eastern Rome ended in Malazgirt four centuries
before the conquest of Istanbul.” The Turkish Empire started again in Malazgirt. In this context, the
author also responds to a question inspired by Yahya Kemal's words about the 17th-century Turkish
composer Buhirrizade Mustafa Itri, "the old plane tree who listened to our story that lasted seven
centuries." Based on the expressions of Yahya Kemal that specifically emphasize the period of the
Battle of Malazgirt, Seviik is seeking an answer to the question of whether there was Turkish identity
before Malazgirt. The author responds to this by stating that Turkish identity not only existed before
Malazgirt but also throughout eternity. According to him, the articles he wrote in his column do not
emphasize the era of race, but the Turkishness in the religion of Islam. Just as Muslim Turks diverged
in the past, Western Turks among them have also defined a separate direction for themselves. This
direction is compared to a fate that has been coming for nine centuries. Hence, the fact that the Seljuk
Turks could not expand beyond Anatolia does not necessarily indicate a separation from the Ottoman
Turkish identity. Indeed, as the Crusader threat that had halted the Seljuks and the Mongol invasion
ceased, the inevitable course of Western Turkish identity continued its journey from where it had
paused. The author adds to this the unity of language and religion; otherwise, he suggests that a
conqueror like Timur winning the battle in Ankara would be enough to eliminate a state. However,
the recovery of Western Turkish identity after this fourth division took only thirteen years. For this
reason, all Timur did was "delay the conquest of Istanbul for fifty years." Afterward, Seviik refers to
the periods of Fatih Sultan Mehmet, Yavuz Sultan Selim, and Kanuni Sultan Siilleyman, stating with
reference to the Italian historian Leone Caetani that during the reigns of these rulers, Western Turkish
identity transformed Islam into a "world religion." As per the author's viewpoint, even though
religions are communicated through prophets, it is nations that "imbue them with life, making them
substantial, voluminous, and a vivid, living entity." Therefore, the author evaluates that it is not the
religions themselves that "elevate or demean" religions, but rather the nations following those
religions, or even specific sects, that portray religions as "inflated or diminished." Based on this,
according to Sevilkk, who points to an inseparable connection between Turkishness and Islam,
Western nations have been shaped by the heritage of "Greek and Latin." If these two components are
removed, the core of European civilization will be empty. Since the Battle of Malazgirt, the Turks have
progressively established a civilization that has "subjugated the world," step by step, front by front. In
this way, establishing a bridge between the past and the future, when referring to "a nine-century
existence from Malazgirt to Dumlupinar,” the author conveys that centuries have not merely passed,
but rather "the forthcoming centuries have merged into the eternity of the future." Today's Turks,
however, represent the flow of "nine centuries from Malazgirt to eternity” (Seviik, 194%h: 2, 4).

Besides these, it can be noted that in the issues of Cumhuriyet from the 1940s, references to
the Battle of Malazgirt were present, sometimes in the context of exuberant celebrations specifically
held in Mus Province on the anniversary of the victory ("Malazgirt Battlefield Battle," 1943: 3), at
other times within war-themed works narrating Turkish heroism in battles ("20th Anniversary of the
Republic,” 1943: 3), occasionally in columns depicting Eastern Anatolia and its Turkish identity
(Seviik, 1946: 2), and also as a unit of measurement for facilitating the understanding of the events
before and after a different historical event ("Danismend," 1947: 2).
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Conclusion

Cumbhuriyet, which contributed to the adoption of the modern understanding of
historiography in Turkey and indirectly influenced it during its establishment period, carries traces
of different approaches that have dominated Turkish historiography over the years and contains
documents that reflect them. In Turkey, while reading the pages of Cumhuriyet from the period
between 1930 and 1950, which corresponds to the first phase of the Turkish Historical Thesis and
Humanist historical understanding, it is possible to come across various types and styles of content
related to the Battle of Malazgirt, which is considered an iconic symbol of courage, determination,
and victory in shaping the Turkish national identity.

During the period when the Turkish Historical Thesis understanding was dominant, it is
noteworthy that the narrative was presented between the lines and conveyed to the readers in secular
language, with only one exception. Indirect references, such as attributing the victory to the
intelligence of Nizam al-Mulk, who served as Alp Arslan's mentor, rather than solely to his sword
(Tan, 1935: 10), or regarding the presence of the Murat River as a fortunate witness to the battle
(Seviik, 1936: 3) can be cited as examples. However, as a reflection of publications criticizing the
reductionist approach in Western-origin racist anthropological theses towards Turks in the same
vein, details like the inability to find anyone willing to buy the captured Romanos Diogenes for just
five coins or even considering exchanging him for a dog are examples of the enemy being devalued
as "worthless" between the lines in popular historiography.

The historical context of that era, driven by the need to legitimize the claim that Turks
migrated to Anatolia thousands of years ago by focusing on the ancient world, can help us understand
why Malazgirt, seen as a sort of "returning home" narrative, remained in the background for at least
a decade (Copeaux, 2000: 160). Moreover, as evidenced by the inclusion of the battle as one of the
three phases of Turkish history in the First Turkish History Congress, it would be more accurate to
consider this a matter of priority rather than neglect. The article from 1939, which directly addresses
the battle and emphasizes the need to celebrate the victory as a national holiday, indicates that in the
1940s priorities began to shift towards the Humanist historical perspective.

It is observed that during the 1940s the content related to Malazgirt in Cumhuriyet increased
2.5-fold compared to the previous period, and a new language dominated the narrative. In this
context, it is possible to see that the enemy image changed with the emergence of the Humanist
historical perspective, unlike the previous period. The lines emphasizing Alp Arslan gifting his robe
to Diogenes, providing him with attendants, and highlighting the transformation of their relationship
into friendship are examples of this. The passages in these articles that sometimes implicitly and
sometimes explicitly express the virtues of Turkic identity contain a message that Alp Arslan gave a
lesson in humanity to the tearful Diogenes. However, the most noticeable change appears to be the
references made to religion. However, this content indicates not a sharp break from the historical
understanding of the 1930s but rather a transformational period during which the two approaches
coexist. In this context, it is emphasized that the Malazgirt victory, while marking the beginning of
the process that turned Islam into a world religion, owes its realization to the Turks. Praising the
Turks reflects a perspective that precedes the cause-and-effect relationship established between the
Malazgirt victory and the Crusades, emphasizing the “Turks' intervention in world history”
(Copeaux, 2000: 24). This perspective also implies that Turkishness has not only existed before the
Battle of Malazgirt but has been present since time immemorial. However, a subtle nuance is
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noteworthy here, and in the debate regarding the ownership of Anatolia, it is emphasized that the
victory represents a war that established a homeland, distinct from the previous era's "returning
home" perspective. Another distinct difference between the two perspectives is the ability to observe
a clear connection established between the past and the present, which was not previously evident.
The association of Alp Arslan with great commanders like Hannibal and Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk; the
comparison of Malazgirt with famous battles in Roman, Arab, and French history; the establishment
of precursor—successor relationships with battles like Kosovo, Dumlupinar, and the Great Offensive;
and even its interpretation as a world war can be evaluated in this context. Nevertheless, considering
the distinct emphasis on the East-West dichotomy in the documents examined, it becomes evident
that Malazgirt is perceived more as a clash of civilizations rather than a world war.

Towards the end of the 1940s, linguistic markers that had previously indicated a transition
between the Turkish History Thesis and the Humanist period now signify the onset of the second
phase, characterized by a shift towards the Turkish-Islamic Synthesis approach. In the articles that
significantly increased in 1949 regarding the Battle of Malazgirt, there is a noticeable emphasis on the
unity of language and religion. For example, in the narrative, the word fetih (conquest) is used more
frequently instead of zafer (victory), in accordance with Islamic terminology. In addition, there are
teleological interpretations of history that the inevitable will happen sooner or later, as in the case of
Timur, who delayed the capture of Istanbul by only fifty years.

In Cumbhuriyet, many details related to the Battle of Malazgirt can be found that have gone
unnoticed or remained unknown even in current academic publications. Indeed, the most remarkable
example among these pertains to field research related to the battle. In this context, it is recognized
that, in Turkey, the military strategic aspect of the Battle of Malazgirt was initially scrutinized by
Feridun Dirimtekin (1936), who was affiliated with the Military Academy and later brought to the
field by a military delegation under the supervision of Colonel Kadri Perk (1946/7). The civilian
counterpart of these two officers, who were also history teachers, was Ismail Habib Seviik, as revealed
for the first time in the present study. In 1944, Seviik not only delved into matters of war but also
provided numerous insights into the historical identity of the city of Malazgirt, accomplishing this
feat two years before the commencement of military-oriented geographical studies. Furthermore,
what sets him apart as an educator from his colleagues with military backgrounds is his ability to delve
into source materials and the fact that his assessments regarding the Battle of Malazgirt, published in
Cumbhuriyet, are largely grounded in academic historiography.
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Oz

Tiirklere Anadolu'nun kapilarini agan Malazgirt Savasi, tarihteki Tiirk zaferlerini kutlayan ve eski Tiirk
devletleri ile modern Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti arasindaki siirekliligi vurgulayan tarihsel anlatinin mihenk
taglarindan biridir. Ayrica toplumun genis kesimlerince paylasilan bir gurur kaynag: ve ulusal kimliginin
kurucu mitlerinden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu yoniiyle, bilimsel ¢alismalarin yani sira popiiler
tarihgiligin de ilgi alanina girmektedir. Bu ¢aliyma, Malazgirt Zaferi’nin Cumhuriyet’in toplum tasariminda
1950°’]i yillara kadar ihmal edildigi iddiasin1 akademik tarihgilik ve ulusal basinin kesisimine odaklanarak
tartismaya agmaktadir. Ayrica pek ¢ok yoniiyle savas hakkinda akademik caligmalara nadiren yansiyan ya
da hig rastlanmayan bazi detaylara 151k tutmaktadir. Caligmanin evrenini Cumhuriyet gazetesinin Tiirk
basininda ilk kez linotip bask: kullanmaya basladigi 1 Ocak 1930’dan 31 Aralik 1950’ye kadar olan sayilari
olusturmaktadir. Cumhuriyet gazetesinin elektronik arsivinden temin edilen niishalarda, nitel arastirma
yontemine uygun olarak belirlenen anahtar sozciikler ve tigiincii parti yazilimlarin yardimiyla dokiiman
incelemesi gerceklestirilmis, toplanan veriler icerik analizine tabi tutulmustur. Bu sayede, Cumhuriyet
gazetesi Orneginde savasin Tiirk basinina yansima bigimi Tiirkiye’deki tarihgilik anlayisinin yillar i¢indeki
evrimine uygun olarak mercek altina alinmigtir. Ayrica, caliymada Malazgirt Savas: tizerine sahada yapilan
etiitlerin bugiine kadar bilinenlerden daha eskiye dayandig: tespit edilmistir. 1930’1u yillardan itibaren
Tiirkiye'de Sel¢uklu tarihgiliginin yiikselise gegmesiyle, akademik ¢aligmalar ile popiiler yayinlarin dirsek
temast i¢cinde olduklar1 gortlmustiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler : Malazgirt, Cumhuriyet gazetesi, Selguklu, Tiirk, Bizans
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Girig

Anadolu'nun Tirklere vatan olmasini saglayan Malazgirt Savasi, “6ziinde sahip oldugu
Oonemin” yani sira “resmi tarihyazimina temel dayanak” teskil eden ve bugiinkii Tirkiyenin
baslangiciyla iliskilendirilen bir hadisedir. Tiirk tarihyazimi, 19. ylizyilin travmatik olaylar dizisiyle
ergin formuna kavusmus olmasina ragmen kendini resmi diizeyde ifade etme sansini ancak Milli
Miicadele’nin kazanilmasindan sonra, bir bagka deyisle, Tiirklerin Anadolu’daki siyasi varligini
yeniden giivence altina almasiyla bulabilmistir (Copeaux, 2000: 158). Her ne kadar geng
Cumbhuriyet’in devrimci ruhu, Osmanli hanedanindan 6vgiiyle soz eden eserlere ragbet etmese de
devletin kurumsal ingasinin tamamlanmaya bagladig1 1930’lu yillara kadar Megrutiyet donemine
hakim olan Aydinlanmaci egilimler, tarih 6gretiminde kismen varligini siirdiirmistir (Yildirim,
2016: 49-51). Tarih miifredatlari ile ders kitaplari, 1927 senesine kadar bazi degisikliklere ugramistir.
Ancak, esas kopusun Tiirk Tarih Tez'inin hékimiyetiyle basladigi kabul edilmektedir. 1931°den
itibaren benimsenen anlayista, tarih 6gretimi milli bir zemine kaydirilmis, Osmanl 6ncesine uzanan
“giiglit bir biling” olusturup “bu bilinci doga yasalarina dayandirarak™ kendi degerlerinin ve
kiltirintin farkinda olan iyi vatandaslar yetistirilmek istenmistir (Ersanli, 1992: 12; Demircioglu,
2007: 14). Turkleri tezyif eden Helenist tarih soylemine mukabele edecek sekilde, Bati1 karsisinda yeni
ve 0z giivenli bir retorik gelistiren bu anlays, Tiirkler “olsaydi-olmasaydi” gibi “tarih-dis1” sorulara
aranan yanitlar1 ve Bati ile kiiltiirel rekabete dayal1 gerilimi tirmandiran polemikleri de beraberinde

getirmistir (Copeaux, 2000: 24).

Malazgirt Zaferi, Ttrklerin yasadigi topraklarin bizzat Batililar tarafindan Anadolu veya
Kigiitk Asya yerine “Turkia (Turcia)” olarak adlandirilmasinda (Polat, 2021: 90) Kkilit rol
oynadigindan, Tirklerin bu topraklar tizerindeki miilkiyet iddiasini en az 11. ylizyila
dayandirmaktadir. Ancak, Osmali Imparatorlugu geriledikge Batr’ya kars: her firsatta yinelenen “biz

'”

variz!” mesaji, Balkan faciasi, Canakkale Zaferi ve Biiyiik Taarruz gibi olaylarda artan bir tonla
dillendirilse de 1930’u yillara gelindiginde, Tiirk¢enin “koken dil” olarak diinyanin biitiin dillerine
nifuz ettigine (Yildizli, 2017: 45) ve Tirklerin “uygarlik yapici brakisefal Aryan irkina mensup”
olduguna yonelik iddialar, onlarin “Anadolu’'nun otokton halki “oldugunu kanitlamak {izere

(Yildirim, 2016: 75) bu mesajin “biz vardik!” seklinde evrilmesine yol agmistir.

Tiirklerin Anadolu’daki varligini 1071 o6ncesine dayandirma ¢abasi, ilk etapta Malazgirt
Zaferi’'nin Tiirk tarihindeki 6neminin resmi diizeyde geri plana itildigi intibasini1 uyandirmaktadir.
Bu donemde milli gururun ingasinda benimsenen laik prensiplerin, 1931 yilindan itibaren Islam
tarihine yonelik anlatiya niifuz etmesi de etkili olmustur (Copeaux, 2003: 108). Tarih egitiminin
mesrulastirict roli distiniildiigiinde, 3 Mart 1924 tarihli Tevhid-i Tedrisat Kanunu'yla egitim
alaninda baslayan kokli dontistimler, Tirkiye’deki Selguklu tarihgiligini de etkilemistir (Ersanls,

? Sosyal bilimlerin arastirma alanina giren konularin yéntemsel agidan doga bilimlerinkine benzer yasalar ve genellemeler
barindirip barindirmadig: halen tartisilagelen bir konudur (Cevik, 2021: 179, 189).
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1992: 58; Vurgun ve Sen, 2023: 156). 1920]i yillarin tarih ders kitaplarinda, Malazgirt Savasr’'na dair
yazilanlarin Islam kaynaklarinin diliyle benzestigi dikkati ¢ekmektedir. Goze ¢arpan 6zellikler
arasinda, savastan 6nceki giin ve saatler, yapilan hazirliklar, Imparator Romanos Diogenes’in esir
alindiktan sonra Selguklu Sultani Alp Arslan ile arasinda gegenler ve “giincel bir anlam yiiklenebilecek
pek ¢ok simgesel anlatim” yer almaktadir (Copeaux, 2000: 159). Bu baglamda, Maarif Vekaleti Talim
ve Terbiye Dairesinin 19 Agustos 1926 tarih ve 1366 numarali karariyla Thsan Serif Bey (Saru)
tarafindan (1926: 91-92) ilk mektep tciincti siiflarda okutulmak tizere Osmanli Tiirkgesiyle
nesredilen Cumbhuriyet Cocuklarina Tarih Dersleri adl1 eserde (Baskaya, 2016: 298), Alp Arslan’in
esir Imparator Diogenes’e gosterdigi yiice goniilliiliikten 6vgiiyle séz eden duygu dolu satirlara
rastlamak miimkiindiir. Benzer sekilde, Emin Ali (Cavh) tarafindan ilk mektep dordiincii sinif
ogrencileri i¢in hazirlanan 77irk Cocuklarina Tarih Dersleri adli eserde (1927: 109-111) Malazgirt
Savag’'na “Ttirk tarihinin en 6nemli merhalelerinden biri” olarak yer verilmis, Alp Arslan’in ‘sadakat
ve cesaret’ timsali askerlerle “100 bin kisilik Bizans ordusunu” maglup edisi ve ardindan esir edilen

Imparator’la arasinda gegen diyalog, gururlu bir iislupla okuyuculara aktarilmistir.

Tirk Tarih Tez'inin yiikselise gectigi donemde anavatan-6z vatan iliskisi baglamindaki
tartismalar Anadolu’daki kadim medeniyetlerin Orta Asya kokenine vurgu yaptigindan (Yildirim,
2016: 131), Selguklu tarihine 1920’li yillarda gosterilen gorece ilginin Islam éncesi Tiirk tarihine
duyulan merakla ters orantili olarak azaldig1 sdylenebilir. Ancak, Anadolu’daki Tirk varligini kayit
altina alan somut delilleri haiz olmas1 dolayisiyla Tiirklerin ‘hi¢ degilse’ 1071 gibi hatir1 sayilir bir
tarihten itibaren Anadolu’yu vatan edinmelerini garantileyen bu savasin halen bir milat olarak kendi
icinde 6nemini korudugu soylenebilir. Bu yoniiyle, Malazgirt Savasi, Tiirk tarihyaziminin temel

ideolojik soylemleri arasinda yer almaktadir (Copeaux, 2003: 110).

1930’lu yillarda Malazgirt Savast'yla ilgili olarak hicbir “simgesel anlatimin” yer almadigy,
“ikinci vatan” sOylemine veya savagin “dini boyutuna” deginmeyen, Atatiirk’e yapilan atiflarda
“simdiki ile gegmis” arasinda “hi¢bir bag kurmayan” ders kitaplar1 (Copeaux, 2000: 160), Hiimanist
donem olarak adlandirilan 1940’1 yillarin baginda igerik¢e dontigiime ugramistir. Atatiirk’iin vefatini
izleyen yillarda benimsenen bu yeni akim, Anadolu kiiltiiriiniin kaynagini Grek-Latin medeniyetinde
gordiigiinden, Tirk Tarih Tez'inin etnik ge¢mise gosterdigi ilgi ve Orta Asya kokenli medeniyet
iddialari, yerini “Hitit, Yunan, Roma, Sel¢uklu veya Osmanl” fark etmeksizin her “kiiltiiriin
benimsendigi” bir yaklasima birakmistir (Karabag, 2019: 262; Yildirim, 2016 56-58). Bati’da tarihsel
disiplinlere niifuz eden yeni arkeolojik ve felsefi yaklasimlarin da ortaya ¢ikmasiyla (Cevik, 2023: 19)
Turklik merkezli anlatinin yerini alan evrenselci anlayis, tarih yaziminin milliyet¢i tonunu
yumusatmis, ulusal gurura kaynaklik eden cografyanin Orta Asya’dan Anadolu’ya tasinmasi,
donemin “kiiltiir hayatina ve tarih tasarimina” etki eden séylemi “vatansever (patriotic)” bir zemine
oturtmustur (Simsek ve Yazici, 2013: 20-21). Ozellikle Ilk Cag tarihi konularina gosterilen énemle
belirginlik kazanan bu donemde Arif M. Mansel, Enver Z. Karal ve Cavid Baysun gibi yazarlarin
kaleme aldig1 eserler, 1942°den 1957’ye kadar liselerde ders kitabi olarak okutulmustur. Bunlari,
Bedriye Atsiz, Hilmi Oran ile Emin Oktay ve Niyazi Aksit gibi isimlerin yazdiklar: izlemistir. Bu
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eserlerde, Bizans tarihinin eskiye nazaran daha ayrintili olarak islendigi sdylenebilir (Ozbas, 2019: 82-
83). Malazgirt Savast’na ise Ilk Cag’a yonelik anlatinin devaminda, Anadolu’nun Tiirklesmesi
bahsinde yer verilmektedir. Bu baglamda, cesur, yiiksek seciyeli, muzaffer bir komutan olarak tasvir
edilen Alp Arslan, ders kitaplarinda “ideal Tiirk tipine” 6rnek teskil etmistir. Alp Arslan’in elde ettigi
zafer, diinya tarihine her bakimdan tesir eden bir milat olarak degerlendirilmis, Bizans’a boyun
egdiren Turk sultaninin basarilar;, Anadolu’ya yonelen Tirk selini baglattigi i¢in Bizans'in
maglubiyeti, Tiirkiye'nin kurulusuyla es zamanlanmigtir. Zaferden sonra “Anadolu’nun daglarina,
sehirlerine, kasaba ve koylerine” Tiirk¢e adlar verilmis hatta “Rum ve Ermenilerin bile Tiirkge
ogrendikleri” vurgulanmistir. Boylece Anadolu, “tasiyla, topragiyla, suyuyla ve insaniyla” Tirklesmis
ve fetih tamamlanmistir (Yildirim, 2016: 133-134). 1960’a gelene kadar Hiimanizm temelli tarih
egitimine giderek daha fazla niifuz eden bu tarz soylemler, bir tiir gegis evresi olarak
nitelendirilebilecek Menderes iktidarindan sonra 1970’li yillarin ortalarindan itibaren Tirkliigiin
Miisliimanlikla harmanlandigi Tiirk-Islam Sentezi anlayigina kapi aralamigtir. Cok partili hayatin
basindan beri degisim geciren Malazgirt anlatis1 ise kendine bu yeni anlayista 6zel bir mevki
edinmistir. Ibrahim Kafesoglu, Altan Deliorman ve Yilmaz Oztuna gibi isimler, ulusal gururun igini
dolduran gondermelerde savasin vatan kurucu roliine deginirken, Turkligiin ve Mislimanligin
“ideal bir sekilde kaynastig1” kanaatini dile getirmislerdir. Bu anlayisla kaleme alinan eserlerde Alp
Arslan’in Bizans ordusunu maglup edisi, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk’iin Yunan ordularina karst
kazandig1 galibiyetle yan yana getirilmistir. Ustelik birinde Tiirklerin Anadolu’yu yurt tuttugu,
digerinde ise elinde tutmayr basardig1 her iki zaferin de “rastlantisal” olarak 26 Agustos’a denk
gelmesi, “tarihin bir cilvesi olarak yakin gecmise yapilan gondermeleri” kolaylastirmistir (Copeaux,
2000: 70, 110).

Tiirk tarih yaziminin farkli dénemlerinde Malazgirt Savasr’ni ele alan bilimsel literatiiriin
genislemesi, zaferin ulusal bellekteki imajin1 devamli tazelemektedir. Ancak, anlatinin yillar icinde
gecirdigi evrim, savagin onemine ve buldugu toplumsal karsiliga yonelik bazi tartigmalara sebep
olmugtur. Tiirk aydinlari, her ne kadar “Malazgirt Savasi’nin manasini heniiz Istiklal Savasi yillarinda
idrak etmis ve iki savas arasinda benzerlikler” kurmussa da Ziya Gokalp ve Yahya Kemal Beyath gibi
bazi isimler, “asirlar 6nce cereyan eden savasi farkli zaviyelerden” yorumlamislardir (Kaplan, 1972:
162-163). Tarih 6gretimi agisindan bakildiginda, olaymn “1980 askeri darbesinden sonra siyasi ve
ulusal” 6neminin arttig1, “1976 ile 1987-1988 yillar1 arasinda dini boyutunun” belirginlik kazandig:
ifade edilebilir (Copeaux, 2000: 161). Buna dayanarak, Malazgirt’in tarihsel kimligine resmi diizeyde
1950’li yillarin ortalarina kadar adeta kayitsiz kalindigina yonelik giincel iddialar, ideolojik anlamiyla
seckinlesen bu ulusal hatiranin 1930’lu ve 40’11 yillarin toplumsal hafizasinda adeta donduruldugunu
ima etmektedir (Copeaux, 2000: 160; Dogan, 2020: 67).

Malazgirt mitosunun maruz kaldig1 ihmal edilmislik sdylemini tartigmaya acan bu ¢aligma,
savasin, Tiirk Tarih Tezi ile Hiimanist tarih anlayisinin birinci evresine (Yildirim, 2016: 60) denk
disen 1930-1950 arast donemdeki popiiler anlatisina odaklanmaktadir. Cumbhuriyet gazetesindeki

Malazgirt temali metinlerin incelendigi ¢aligmanin amac:
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e Okuyucularla paylasilan haber ve kose yazilarinin dili ve igerigi hakkinda yeni bilgiler ortaya
koyarak, nesredildikleri donemin tarih anlayisina yonelik egitim alaninda yapilabilecek
caligmalara katki sunmak,

e Malazgirt'in tarihsel kimligi ve savas hakkinda bu gazete 6zelinde verileri tespit etmektir.

Yontem
Aragtirma Deseni

Bu ¢aligmada nitel arastirma yontemi tercih edilmistir. Nitel aragtirmay: “gozlem, goriisme ve
dokiiman incelemesi gibi nitel veri toplama yontemlerinin kullanildig, algilarin ve olaylarin dogal
ortamda gergeke¢i ve biitiinciil bir bicimde ortaya konmasina yonelik nitel bir siirecin izlendigi
arastirma” seklinde tanimlamak miimkiindiir. Nitel arastirmalarda genellikle “cevre, siire¢ ve algiyla”
ilgili veriler, yaygin olarak “gériisme, gozlem ve yazili dokiimanlarin incelenmesi” gibi yontemlerle
toplanir (Yildirim ve $imgek, 2021: 37-38). Bunlar, okuyucular1 “gézlemin yerine ve zamanina”
gotiirerek kisilerin deneyimlerini “kendi kelimeleriyle yakalayarak” aktarir. Ortada “anlatilacak bir
hikaye” bulundugundan “pasaj aktarimlarindan” yararlanilir (Patton, 2018: 47). Toplumda “var olan

stiregler aragtirilarak bireylerin belli olaylara atfettikleri anlamlar” incelenir (Given, 2021: 2).

Nitel arastirma yonteminde “dogrudan gozlem ve goriismenin olanakli olmadigi durumlarda”
aragtirma problemiyle ilgili “yazili ve gorsel materyale” basvurulabilir (Yildirim ve $imsek, 2021: 189).
Sayet “ele alinan konunun tarihgesi 6n plandaysa ve yazili iletisim bi¢imleri” 6nem arz ediyorsa veri
toplamak amaciyla dokiiman incelemesi tercih edilebilir (Buran, 2021: 51). Bu baglamda, dokiiman
incelemesi “tek bagina bir aragtirma yontemi olabildigi gibi” diger nitel analiz yontemlerinin
kullanildig1 durumlarda “ek bilgi kaynag1” olarak da islev gorebilir. Pratik bir veri toplama yontemi
olarak “ge¢mis toplumlara ait kiiltiirler, gelenekler, kurumlar, yasantilar ve devlet politikalarina iligkin
bilgilerin elde edilmesinde” islevseldir (Simsek, 2009: 42). Cogunlukla “arastirilmas: hedeflenen olay
ve olgular hakkinda bilgi barindiran yazili materyallerin analizini” kapsadigindan, tarihciler
tarafindan siklikla kullanilmaktadir

Nitel arastirmalarda kullanilan bazi dokiimanlar arasinda, “dogas1 geregi kamuya ac¢ik” olan
“televizyon, film, radyo, gazete, edebi eserler, fotograf, karikatiirler ve internet” gibi “popiiler medya
bicimleri” bulunmaktadir. Kitle iletisim materyalleri, belirli bir zamanda “toplumun bazi yonleriyle
ilgili sorular1 ele almak, gruplar: belirli bir boyutta karsilastirmak veya kiiltiirel degisim ve egilimleri
izlemek” i¢in oldukga iyi kaynaklardir (Merriam ve Tisdell, 2016: 167-168). Bu baglamda, ¢aliygmada
en etkili kitle iletisim araclarindan biri olarak kabul edilen gazetelere bagvurulmustur. Gazeteler,
giincel olaylar, yerel ve uluslararasi haberler, siyaset, is diinyasi, spor, eglence ve diger ilgi alanlarina
yonelik icerik tireten birincil kaynaklar olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Ayrica analiz, goriis kose
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yazilari sunarak okuyucular bilgilendirmeyi, egitmeyi ve mesgul etmeyi amaglarlar. Bu kapsamda ana
akim giinliik gazeteler her seyden evvel genel okur kitlesine hitap ettiklerinden, aragtirmaciya yas,
cinsiyet ve egitim diizeyi gibi degiskenlerin ayr1 ayr1 hesaba katilabilecegi evren ve 6rneklemleri
sunabilirler. Benzer sekilde, konularina gore gazetelerde yer alan igeriklerin sayisi, periyodu, hacmi
ve niteligi goéz Oniinde bulundurularak toplumun bunlarla olan etkilesimini izleyebilmek
miimkiindiir. Dahasi, zor bulunabilen “6znelere erisim” saglamasi, “tepkisellikten arinmis” olmasi,
“zamana yayilmis analize imkan” tanimasi, “genis bir 6rneklem” sunmasi, “6zgiin, diigitk maliyetli ve
nitelikli” veriye kaynaklik etmesi bakimindan, gazetelerin dokiiman incelemesinin pek ¢ok avantajina
(Yildirim ve Simsek, 2021: 191-192) sahip olduklar: sdylenebilir.

Veri Kaynag

Ulagilmak istenen amag ve hedeflerin yani sira aragtirma konusunun zamansal sinirhiliklar,
okurlardan olusan herhangi bir 6rneklem gergevesi olusturmaya imkan tanimadigindan®, giinliik
ulusal gazeteler ve ilgili literatiir kullanilarak hazirlanan bu c¢alisma, etik kurul onayi

gerektirmemektedir.

Yeni rejimin ilanini izleyen siiregte yurt genelinde giinliik 40’1 bulan gazete sayisi kisa siire
zarfinda 6 kat artmis ve Cumbhuriyet gazetesi de kurulur kurulmaz 7 binlik tiraja ulasmistir. Bu say1
dort yil iginde 8-9 bine yiikselmistir. 1927 yili niifus sayimina gore Istanbul’da 795 bin kisinin yasadig:
g0z Oniine alinirsa bu oranlarin Cumhuriyet’en ¢ok okunan gazeteler arasina soktugu soylenebilir.
1 Kasim 1928'deki “Tiirk Harflerinin Kabul ve Tatbiki Hakkinda Kanun’un” ardindan basariyla
stirdiiriilen okuma yazma seferberliginin sonucunda, gazetenin tiraji kurulusundan 10 yil sonra 25-
28 binlere ulagsmis, Ikinci Diinya Savasinin bagladigi 1939 yilinda bu say1 62 bine dayanmustr.
Buradan anlagilabilecegi gibi 15 yil gibi kisa bir siire igerisinde gazetenin tiraji tam 9 kat artis

gostermistir (Koktener, 2004: 22).

Tiim bunlardan hareketle, calismanin evrenini Cumhuriyet gazetesinin Tiirk basininda bir ilk
olarak linotip baskiya gectigi 1 Ocak 1930°dan 31 Aralik 1949’a kadar olan tim sayilar
olusturmaktadir. Bunlara, gazetenin siyaset, strateji, gezi gibi genel; Anadolu, Akademi ve Biyiik
Taarruz gibi spesifik konu bagliklar1 altinda negredilen toplam 52 ilave dahil edilmistir. Ayribasimlar

arasinda Le Monde Diplomatique adl1 Fransizca bir siireli yayin da bulunmaktadir.

Veri Toplama Araglari

*Gazetenin okur kitlesine yonelik en erken verilere ancak 1976 yilindan itibaren ulagilabilmektedir. Bu baglamda
Cumbhuriyefin kendi imkanlariyla yaptig1 bir anketten elde edilen sonuglara gore yarisindan fazlasini 25-35 yas arasi
yiiksek egitimli kitlenin olusturdugu okurlarin, gogunlukla erkeklerden olusan, yarisina yakini yabanc dil bilen, Istanbul,
Ankara ve [zmir gibi biiyiiksehirlerde ikamet eden, siklikla diger giinlitk gazeteleri de takip eden, 6zellikle i¢ politika, dig
politika, ekonomi, edebiyat ve sanat agirlikli iceriklere ilgi gosteren memur ve 6grenci agirlikli bir profil ¢izdigi
gorillmektedir (Atilgan, 1994: 39-47).
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Arastirmaya konu olan malzeme, Cumbhuriyet gazetesinin elektronik arsivinden gecici
abonmanlikla temin edilmistir. Ilgili tarih araliklar1 ve anahtar sdzciikler, gazetenin ¢evrimici arama
motoru aracilifiyla birden fazla kombinasyonla filtrelenmistir. Bununla birlikte, yetersiz alt yap:
sebebiyle veri toplama siirecinde zaman zaman yasanan aksakliklar, ti¢tincii parti dijital yazilimlarin
yardimiyla giderilmistir. Bu baglamda, arama motoruyla uygulanan filtreleme isleminden hatal
olarak stiziilen fakat icerik¢e baglama dahil olmayan metinler ile arsiv otomasyonunda herhangi bir
isaretleme imkéani bulunmadigi i¢in ¢aligma kapsaminda oldugu halde yeri tespit edilemeyen sayfalar,
kapsamli OCR taramasindan gegirilmistir. Ardindan, bu yeni evrak {izerinde hata pay1 diisiik ve

nitelikli arama uygulamas: gergeklestirilmistir.
Verilerin Analizi

Calismada dokiimanlarin incelemesiyle toplanan veriler, igerik analizine tabi tutulmustur. Bu
yontem, “metinlerin ya da transkriptlerin igerisinde gizli kalmis anlamlarin ve verilmek istenen
mesajlarin sistematik bi¢cimde izlenmesi, kavramlar ve kategoriler seklinde ortaya konarak”, bunlarin
“nicel veya nitel” olarak analiz edilmesidir (Giiler, Halicioglu ve Taggin, 2015: 331-333). I¢erik
analizinin temel amaci, toplanan verilerin agiklanabilecegi kavramlara ve iliskilere ulagmaktir. Buna
uygun olarak “toplanan verilerin 6nce kavramsallastirilmasi”, ardindan bu “kavramlara gore
mantikli” bir kategorizasyona tabi tutulmasi ve “buna gore veriyi agiklayan temalarin” tespit edilmesi
gerekmektedir (Simsek, 2009: 45). Analize konu olan veriler; “mektup, makale, giinliik, gazete
icerikleri, kisa hikayeler” ve buna benzer diger yazili kaynak ve sembollerden olusabilir (Giiler vd.,
2015: 332). Dokiimanlarin igerik analizi yontemiyle incelenmesi halinde analize konu olan veriden
orneklem segilmesi, kategorilerin gelistirilmesi, analiz biriminin saptanmasi ve sayisallastirma olmak

tizere dort agamali bir siireg takip edilmektedir (Bailey, 1994: 319).

1930 yilindan bugiine kadar Cumbhuriyetgazetesi ve eklerinde 5,5 milyona yakin haber kiipiirii
bulunmaktadir. Nitel veriler, “yogun veriler” olup bunlarin “hepsini kullanma imkan
bulunmadigindan” (Celebi, 2021: 234) ¢alismaya yalnizca “Malazgirt”, “Alp Arslan” ve “1071”
anahtar sozciiklerine cevap veren igerik dahil edilmistir. Bu islem sirasinda bazi sozciiklerin
yaziminda yillar i¢inde ortaya cikabilecek degisim (Malazgird / Melazgird / Alp Arslan / Alparslan)
kullanim aligkanliklari, yazim yanlislari, dizgi ve baski hatasi gibi ihtimaller gozetilerek aramada
anahtar sozciiklerin farkli yazim bigimleri de hesaba katilmigtir. Bununla beraber, arsiv
otomasyonunda {¢ten fazla anahtar sozctigii aym1 anda barindiran bir arama yapma imkéan
bulunmamaktadir. Dolayisiyla, elde edilen verilerin “gegerlik ve giivenirligini” artirmak amaciyla,
ikinci bir djjital filtreleme gerceklestirilerek, belirlenen en fazla ii¢ anahtar s6zciigiin timiine birden
yanit veren sonuglara bakilmistir. Buradaki temel varsayim, Malazgirt Savasi’'ni anlatan bir metnin
muhtevasinda, bu ii¢ anahtar sézciigiiniin kaginilmaz olarak kullanilmis olmasi gerektigidir. Bu
sayede, icinde “Alp Arslan ve Alparslan — Malazgirt ve Malazgird gibi farkli sekillerde yazilan anahtar
sozciikleri barindiran fakat bu ¢alismanin konusuyla herhangi bir baglant: kurmayan metinlerin

kendiliginden elenecegi hesaplanmigtir. Buna ragmen, tarama islemi, anahtar sozciiklerin “hepsini”
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icerecek bigimde yapildiginda sifir sonug verirken, “herhangi birini” icerecek sekilde yapildiginda
yillara gore degismekle birlikte en az 77 en fazla 2111 gibi gercek¢i olmayan sonuglar ortaya
¢ikmaktadir. Bu problem, arama motorunun yetersiz olusu, dijital ortama aktarilan metinlerin disiik
¢oziintirlitkle taranmasi ve bu sebeple yapilan aramalarda otomasyonun istikrarli okumalar

gerceklestirememesi gibi sebeplerle agiklanabilir.
Tablo 1

Rastgele Anahtar Sozciiklerle Yapilan Arama Sonuglar:

Anahtar Sozciik Kombinasyonu 1930 1940 Yiizdelik
(Herhangi birini igeren) 1939 1959 Degisim
Alp Arslan — Malazgirt — 1071 968 2111 %118,07
Alp Arslan — Malazgird — 1071 954 2124 %122,64
Alp Arslan — Melazgird — 1071 950 2090 9%119,99
Alparslan — Malazgirt — 1071 97 169  %74,22
Alparslan — Malazgird — 1071 84 187 %l122,61
Alparslan — Melazgird — 1071 77 144 %87,01

Arama siirecinin gii¢lii ve zayif yanlar1 anlasildiktan sonra ¢alismada yer verilen metinler,
anahtar sozciiklerin “hepsini iceren”, “sirali iceren” ve “herhangi birini iceren” gibi opsiyonlarla
calismanin tarihsel sinirlar1 dahilinde rastgele yontemle segilmistir. Secilen metinler, dikkatle
incelenerek konuya dogrudan katki sunmayan kitap tanitimi ve ticari ilanlara yer verilmemistir.
Calismanin konusuyla dogrudan ilintili olan ve bu yontemle secilen 21 dokiimanin her biri, “metin
tird” ve “nesredildigi doneme héakim tarih anlayis1” gibi kategoriler altinda tasnif edilmistir.

Tablo 2

Calismada Yer Verilen Yazili Dokiimanin Yillara ve Tiire Gore Dagilimi

Yil Haber Kose Yazis1 Makale
1932 2 - -

1933 -
1935 -
1936 -
1939 -
1941 1 - 1
1942 - 1 -
1943 2 - -
1946 - 1 -
1947 - - 1
1949 - - 8

—_— e

Son asamada, segilen metinler analiz edilerek tartisilan probleme verdigi cevaplar
sayisallastirilmis ve daha evvel belirtilen amaca uygun olarak gazetenin Malazgirt Savas1 hakkinda
okurlarina sundugu igerik tizerinden yapilan degerlendirmeler paylagilmistir.
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Tablo 3

Kullanilan Metinlerin Dénemlere Gore Degisim Yiizdesi

1930 1940 Yiizdelik
1939 1949 Degisim

Yaz1 Sayist 6 15 % 149,9

Bulgular

1928 yilmin Kasim ayindan itibaren tamamiyla Latin harflerini benimseyen Cumbhuriyet
gazetesinde (Koktener, 2004: 29) dolayl bile olsa Malazgirt Meydan Muharebesi ile ilgili en eski
icerigin 1932 yilina ait oldugu tespit edilmistir. Gazete, 2-11 Temmuz 1932 tarihleri arasinda
Ankara’da diizenlenen I. Tiirk Tarih Kongresi'ne ait tafsilat1 3 Temmuz'dan itibaren giinii giiniine
okurlarina aktarirken, 11 Temmuz'da yayimlanan sayisinda Riyaseticumhur Umumi Katibi Yusuf
Hikmet Bey [Bayur] basta olmak iizere sabik Miizeler Miidiirii ve Istanbul Mebusu Halil Bey, Tarih
Cemiyet azalarindan Ismail Hakk ile Dr. Resit Galip Beylerin 10 Temmuz 1932 tarihli konugmalarina

genis yer ayirmustir.
Bilimsel Tezler ve Popiiler Metinlerde Malazgirt’i Hatirlamak

I. Turk Tarih Kongresi'ndeki tebliginde, Yusuf Hikmet Bey tarafindan Tiirk tarihinin ¢
safthada tetkik edilebilecegi dile getirmistir. Bunlar sirasiyla: Tiirklerin “Orta Asya’da miicerret
bulunan ve bityiik mikyasta umran kabiliyetini haiz bulundugu, Selcuk Tiirklerinin Iskitlerden beri
Tiirklerin 6z vatani olan Anadolu’da yeniden siyasi bir mevcudiyet kurduklar1 zaman arasinda
bulunan ve Malazgirt Muharebesi ile Tiirkiye’de laik bir cumhuriyetin kurulmasi arasinda gecen”
devirler olarak gosterilmistir. Hikmet Bey, Tiirklerin idaresi altinda bulunan topraklara uzun bir
baris, “asayis ve seref” getirdiklerini kaydetmis, aksi halde buralarda “miskince bir anarsiden” bagka
bir sey gorillmeyecegini, Islam aleminin “19 ve 20. yiizyillarda ugradigi akibete 11 ve 12. asirlarda
ugrayacagini” One siirerek dolayli olarak Malazgirt Savasi'nin yarattig1 tarihsel kirilmaya isaret
etmistir (“Tarih Kongresinde diinkdi”, 1932: 1, 5-6).

1930lu yillarda diizenlenen dil ve tarih kongrelerinin yontem ve igerik olarak Atatiirk dénemi
tarihyaziciiginin genel sablonunu teskil ettigi ve buna uygun olarak Tiirk Tarih Tezi'nin tanitilmasi
amaciyla popiiler yayinlar, gazete, dergi, sergi, miize ve tiyatrolarim bu amag igin seferber edildigi
hatirlanacak olursa (Yigit, 2017: 210-218), Cumhuriyet gazetesinin de bu gorevi ifa ettigi soylenebilir.
Bu baglamda kongreye hakim olan konular arasinda Tirklerin beseriyet alemine hizmetleri, Tiirk
dilinin diinya medeniyetindeki mevkii ve 6zellikle 19. yilizyildan itibaren giderek yayginlasan irkei
antropolojik tezlerde Tiirklere yoneltilen indirgemeci yaklagimlarin tenkidi kadar, Tirklerin
Anadolu’nun kadim sakinleri olduguna yonelik goriigler dile getirilmistir. Her ne kadar kongrede

ozellikle vurgulanan olaylardan biri olmasa da Malazgirt Savasi'nin bu agidan 6zel bir 6nem tagidig
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soylenebilir. Buradan hareketle Yusuf Hikmet Bey’in tebligine hacmi sebebiyle gazetede yalnizca ana
hatlariyla yer verilmis olsa da konugmasinin tamamina bakildiginda “Sel¢uklu hiikiimdar: Alp
Aslan’in, Bizans Imparatoruna kars1 Malazgirt Muharebesi’ni kazandiktan sonra, Tiirklerin esasen 6z
yurtlar1 olan Anadolu’daki siyasi hakimiyetlerini yeniden tesis ettikleri ve oraya yerlesen Tiirklerin
evvelce Anadolu’da bulunan akrabalariyla kolayca kaynastiklar1” agik¢a ifade edilmistir (Bayur, 1932:
492). Gazetede bir sene sonra dogrudan “Malazgirt Harbi” basligiyla bir kose yazisinin yayimlanmais
olmas: da bunu teyit eder niteliktedir. Divan sairi Baki tarafindan “cihadin faziletleri hakkinda
Arapgadan terciime edilen” ve esasinda 16. yiizyll Anadolu Tirkgesinin giizel d6rneklerinden biri
olarak takdim edilen menkibe tiiriindeki bu yazida, “Irak’tan baslayarak Iran, Diyar-1 Rabia, Diyar-1
Mudar, Misir, Magrib, Hicaz, Yemen, Hindistan ve Cin’i” hakimiyeti altina almak isteyen “kafir”
Armanyos (Romanos)’un “Irak ve Acem Padisah1” olarak anilan Alp Arslan’in “yirmi bin kisilik”
ordusu tarafindan maglup edilis hikayesi anlatilmaktadir. Savagin sonunda Romanos’un Alp Arslan
tarafindan saliverilmesi ise bambagka bir sona baglanmistir. Buna gore Alp Arslan, esir diigen
Romanos’u “Oldiirmekten ar ederek” satilmasi i¢cin boynunda bir iple ordunun arasinda
dolastirilmasini emretmis fakat askerlerden hicbiri “bes akge” karsiliginda Romanosu almak
istememistir. Sonunda, birinin kopegini Romanos’la takas etmek istemesi iizerine Alp Arslan,
Romanos’tan “yeg” oldugu ve “maslahata yarayacagl” gerekcesiyle kopegin kalmasini istemis,
Romanos’un saliverilmesini emretmistir. Maglup imparator memleketine geri dondiigiinde ise tahta
¢ikamamis ve gozlerine mil ¢ekilmistir (“Malazgirt Harbi”, 1933: 5). “Milli Kiiltiir Sahifesi” baglig
altinda okuyucuya sunulan iig ayr1 kése yazisindan biri olan bu menkibenin, diger ikisi gibi M. Fuad

Kopriili tarafindan nakledilmis olabilecegi degerlendirilmektedir.

Cumbhuriyet gazetesinin 6 Agustos 1939 tarihli sayisinda, Peyami Safa’nin kaleminden
“Anadolu’nun kapilarint Oguz Tiirklerine agan” Alp Arslan’dan 6vgiiyle soz eden ve Malazgirt
Zaferinin 868. yildonimi vesilesiyle 26 Agustos'un “milli bir bayram” sayilmasi gerektigini
dillendiren bir bagka yaziya daha rastlanmaktadir (Safa, 1939: 3). Bu a¢idan zaferin yildéonimiini

kutlayan haber ve kose yazilarina diizenli olmasa bile yillar i¢inde ara sira yer verildigi s6ylenebilir.

1940’ yillara gelindiginde, Malazgirt Savasi'na yer veren ilging yazilardan biri de ismail Himi
Dénismend’e aittir. “Tiirkoloji Bahisleri” adli kosesinde Danismend, Arap tefsirlerinde Tiirklerin
“Yectic ile Mectic, yamyam ve bir kulagini yatak, digerini de yorgan yapan bir canavar” olarak
betimlemesine siddetle kars: ¢ikmistir. Ayrica bunlar1 miifredatina alan Osmanli medreselerini de
“Arap dilinin ve kiltiiriintin esiri” olmakla su¢lamistir. Ddnismend, Tiirk ¢ocuklarina “ilmi hakikat”
diye 6gretilen bu “safsatalara” 17. ylizyil din alimlerinden Vani Mehmed Efendi’nin “derin milliyet ve
irk heyecan1” ile karsi ¢iktigini vurgulamais, miifessirin “Selcukilerden ve bilhassa Selcukilerin Siiligi
imha ile Stinniligi ihya edislerinden, Malazgirt Muharebesi'nden ve Anadolu'nun fethinden sonra
Oguz Tirklerinin buraya yerlesmesini” anlattig1 kismin tercimesine, ele aldig1 mevzuyla dogrudan
alakadar olmamakla birlikte yer vermeyi gerekli gormistiir (Danismend, 1941: 3). Danismend’in
kosesinde 1srarla tizerinde durdugu “derin bir milliyet ve irk heyecanina” hentiz 17. ytizyil gibi erken

bir donemde rastlanip rastlanmayacagi ayri bir tartismanin konusudur. Bununla birlikte yazinin II.
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Diinya Savagmin tim hiziyla devam ettigi yillarda yayimlanmis olmas: sebebiyle igerik olarak
donemin siyasi ikliminden etkilenerek kaleme alindig1 ve Vani'den ziyade bizzat Danismend’in bu

tiirden bir heyecana kapilmis olabilecegini soylemek miimkiindiir.

Cumbhuriyet gazetesinin, ayni yillarda Biiyiik Taarruz'un yildontimii vesilesiyle yurt genelinde
yapilan kutlamalarin bir pargasi olarak, Malazgirt Zaferi’nin de resmi diizeyde anildig1 baz1 demeglere
sayfalarinda yer verdigi goriilmektedir. Buradan hareketle gazetenin 31 Agustos 1941 tarihli sayisinda
30 Agustos Zafer Bayrami dolayisiyla yapilan torenlerde soz alan Tegmen Cezmi Aydogan’in
nutkunda, Atatiirk’le birlikte anilan Tirk biiytikleri arasinda Alp Arslan da yer almaktadir. Ayni
etkinlikte s6z alan Korgeneral Hiisnti Kilkis da “Tiirk ordusunun ve stingiistiniin iistiin gelmesiyle”
elde edilen zaferler arasinda Ergenekon, Malazgirt, Kosova ve Dumlupinar’i zikretmistir (Nadi, 1941:
5).

Tiirk tarihinde zaferle es anlamli olarak anilan agustos aylarini konu alan bagka yazi ise Ord.
Prof. Dr. Resad Kaynar tarafindan neredeyse tamamen Malazgirt Savasi’'na ithaf edilmistir. Kaynar,
“841 y1l 6nce 40 bin kisilik Ttiirk siivarisinin o zamana dek emsali goriilmemis 120 bin kisilik Bizans
ordusunu” maglup edisini anlatirken diigman saflarindaki “Oguz ve Vardar Tiirklerinin” Alp Arslan’a
katildigini nakletmektedir. Kaynar tarafindan aktarilan ve savas alaninin yerine dair ipucu veren
ilging bir detay da Alp Arslan’in Tiirk erleri ve komutanlariyla birlikte “harp meydanini1 Aladagi’na
bagh kiiciik bir tepeden seyretmis” olmasidir (Kaynar, 1942: 3). Miellifin soziinii ettigi yer,
muhtemelen “Alikan” adiyla da bilinen Van Goélir'niin kuzeyinde Murat Nehri’'nin dogdugu bolgeye
denk gelmektedir (Babaol, 1982: 3). Yazinin dikkate deger bir baska yonii de dile hakim olan 6zcii
bicimdir. Burada ozciilitkkten kasit 6zellikle “kiiltiirel anlamda iyi olan her seyin tamamuiyla Tiirklere
mal edilmesi ve bu degerlerin yalnizca Tiirklerde bulunabilecegine yonelik” romantik yaklagim
tarzidir. Dénemin ruhuna uygun olarak siklikla benimsenen bu yaklagima, Bizans imparatoru’na “bir
esir gibi degil de bir asker gibi muamelede bulunulmasi ve yanina asker vererek iilkesine geri
gonderilmesi” bahsinde 6zellikle yer verilmektedir (Parlak, 2005: 239). Buna paralel olarak Kaynar
tarafindan kaleme alinan metinde de Alp Arslan’in kendisini affetmesiyle “yenildigi giine dek biitiin
benligiyle Tirk kini ve nefretiyle dolu oldugu” ifade edilen “kati yiirekli” Romanos Diogenes’in
gozlerinde “ilk defa insanliga mahsus yaslarin belirdigi” ifade edilmektedir. Kaynar’a gore Malazgirt
Zaferi ile Anadolu, “yabancilar i¢in bir daha ayak basamayacaklari tekinsiz bir yer” haline gelerek “en

V)

az 4000 yillik Tiirk kahramanliginin goz alic1 bir 6rnegi” olmustur (Kaynar, 1942: 3).
Savagin [zlerini Sahada Arayan Bir Egitimci

1940’11 yillarda, Malazgirt Savasi tizerine Cumbhuriyet gazetesinde yer verilen en genis
kapsamli igerigin bir siyaset adami ve egitimci olan Ismail Habib Seviik tarafindan kaleme alinan bes
boliimliik yazi dizisi oldugu soylenebilir. Seviik tarafindan “Malazgird’in Kendisi” baghikli kosede bir
ay boyunca sirasiyla “Ahlat Yarisi, Cengin Arifesinde, Cenkler Cengi, Sultan ve Kayser ile Cengin
Muhasebesi” baslikli uzun kose yazilari paylasilmistir. Yazi dizisi, iki hitkiimdarin Malazgirt

Savasi’'ndan 6nce Ahlat’a ulasabilmek icin verdigi yaristan s6z ederek baglamaktadir. Bunun ardindan
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okurlara kisaca Ahlat’ tanitan yazar, sehrin Tiirk-Islam diinyasi agisindan énemine deginmektedir.
Yazara gore, “300.000 kisilik” Bizans ordusu, taktiksel anlamda “Iskender’i, Sezar’t ve Hannibal1
kiskandiracak bir planla” harekete ge¢mis fakat Sakarya’ya vardiginda iasedeki zorluklar sebebiyle
bunun “100.000’1” terhis edilmistir. Yaz1 dizisi boyunca sik sik 18. ytizyil Fransiz tarihgisi Charles le
Beau’ye atifta bulunan Seviik, ordugahini Malazgirt kalesi onlerine kurmak isteyen Romanos’un,
beraberinde getirttigi bin mancinikla kenti kusattigini ve bir hafta sonra da aldigin1 sdylemektedir.
Anlatilana gore Malazgirt diistiikten sonra Bizans ordugahi “Adakdy” mevkiine kurulmustur. Yazida
1895-1913 yillar1 arasinda Van ve Bitlis'te Rus Baskonsolosu olarak gorev yapan Tiimgeneral
Vladimir Z. May-Mayevskiy'den aktarilana gore Siiphan’dan eriyen karlarin dag eteklerinde
toplandig ve yer altindan Adakoy’deki biiyiik bir kayanin altindan genis bir ark halinde yerytiziine
ciktig1 bilgisi verilmektedir. Her mevsim ayni kuvvette ve soguklukta akan bolgedeki su, “iki yiiz
kulaglik bir havuz” meydana getirmistir. Seviik, 1944 yilinda bolgeye bir ziyaret gerceklestirdigini ve
bu bilgileri bizzat teyit ettigini soylemektedir (Seviik, 1949a: 2, 4). Savastan 6nceki ilk ¢atigmalar
hakkinda detayli bilgi verilen yazida Nikephoros Bryennios’'un yaralanisi, Basilakes’in Tiirkler
tarafindan tutsak edilisi ve bunun intikami olarak Malazgirt'te bulunan Tirklerin Bizans ordusu
tarafindan katledilisi anlatilmistir. Bunlarla beraber “Ortodokslugu benimseyerek” Bizans ordusunda
parali asker olarak bulunan bazi “Oguz ve Pegenek” gruplar hakkinda da bilgi verilmistir. Bu sirada
Alp Arslan’in da “Vaspurakan bogazini gecip 20.000 atliyla Malazgirt Ovasinin Siiphan Dagi
eteklerinde” ordugahini kurdugu anlatilmaktadir. Seviik’e gére ordu biiyiikliikleri hakkinda Islam
kaynaklarinda gosterilen sayilar abartili degildir. Bizans ordusunun iase giigliigii sebebiyle daha evvel
terhis ettigi askerlerle Ahlat’ta maglup edilen birlikler eklendiginde Malazgirt Savasrna 150.000
kisiyle katildig1 ifade edilen ordunun yekéinu 300.000 kisiyi bulmaktadir. Yazar, savastan 6nce Alp
Arslan’in yapmis oldugu sulh teklifini, bunun geri ¢evrilisini ve Abbasi Halifesi Kaim-Biemrilldh’in
duasiyla ilgili kisimlar1 agirlikli olarak Ahbérii d-Devleti's-Selcukiyyede yazilanlardan aktarmistir
(Seviik, 1949b: 2). Nihai ¢arpisma yaklasirken 40.000 zeamet, 10.000 goniillii ve 4.000 kisilik hassa
kitasini yanmna alan Alp Arslan’in, diismani gorebilecegi en yakin tepeye konuslandig
anlatilmaktadir. Bu tepeden bakildiginda diigmanin kamp kurdugu bolgeyi hendeklerle ¢evirdiginin
anlagilmasi, Tiirk ordusunu cesaretlendirmistir. Her iki tarafin da ordu nizamui ile Alp Arslan’in 6liim
andina yer veren yazar, son carpismadan Once Malazgirt sehrine iliskin genel bir manzara
sunmaktadir. Buna gore Timurlular donemi saray tarihgisi Hafiz-1 Ebru’dan yaptig1 alintiyla sehri
“demir bir dagdan daha muhkem” olarak nitelendiren Seviik, 1944 yilinda bizzat sahada yaptig
incelemelere dayanarak sehir merkezini “kasabay1 andiran bir kdy” olarak nitelendirmektedir. Burada
“yiz elli kadar iistleri dam, ev izbeleri ve on bes (?) ditkkanlik bir ¢arsicik” bulundugu, tizeri “ginko
kapli ve govdeleri sivali iki binadan biiyiik olanin jandarma digerinin ise halk odasi” olarak
kullanildig: bilgisini vermektedir. Bundan sonra Malazgirt Kalesi’nin surlarindan bakinca gordiigu
manzarayl romantik bir dille betimleyen Seviik, arazinin getinligine iliskin ¢arpici detaylar

sunmaktadir:
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Bogriiniin lavlarini kendine yiga yiga kendini yaratan bu koca dagin lav tabakalariyla
iglerinden hala derin giiriiltiiler isitilen biiytik magaralar1 hep bu cephede. (?) Eteklerine
serpilmis icleri kale harabeleri, kiimbet artiklari, mezar taslariyla dolu halden ziyade
mazileriyle biiyiik su koylerin isimlerine bile bakiniz: Evrengazi, Cihangir, Dizginkale, Kucak,
Koseler, Giiltepe, Aktepe, Seydimerdan... Daha beride ve diizde simdi Harabesur denen on
bes evlik koyiin yakinlarina otomobille hizla geldik. Buralar1 cengin en ¢ok kizigtig1 yerler.
Koytn o6ni dizlik, toprak kumlu; istedigin gibi at kostur fakat 6teye dogru yerler hep (?)
toprak, lavlarla meydana gelmis, sert, dalgali, uzakta diiz gibi gortinmesine ragmen yarlarla,
cukurlarla, timseklerle ¢ok arizali bir saha. Tiirk atlilar1 bu yerlerin ¢ukurluklarinda pusulanip

diizliikklerinde hiicuma gecerek getin cengi yerin getinligiyle kazanacaktir (Seviik, 1949c: 2).

Seviik tarafindan savasin cereyan ettigi bolgeye yonelik neredeyse 75 yil 6nce yapilan
yerbetimsel tespitler, arazinin bugiinkii yapisiyla kiyaslandiginda halen gegerliligini korumaktadir
(Siitcii, 2022: 315). Anlatisinin geri kalaninda ise savagin kati sathasi ve Imparatorun esir edilmesi
hakkindaki bahislere yer verilmektedir. Bundan sonraki kisimda, Joseph de Guignes gibi tarihgilere
ve Nakdii't Tevirih gibi eserlere yapilan atiflarla savas hakkinda zaferi miijdeleyen bazi kehanetlerden
ve Alp Arslan ile esir Imparator arasindaki diyalogdan séz edilmekte olup kaderin bir araya getirdigi
Alp Arslan ile Diogenes arasindaki iliskinin dostluga doniistiigii 6ne stiriilmektedir. Bu iddianin bir
pargasi olarak Alp Arslan’in Imparator’a kendi “saltanat elbisesini bahgettigi, emrine biiyiik bir maiyet
alay1 verdigi”, Imparator’un ise Alp Arslan’a “tiim kalbiyle baglanarak goz yaglarina” boguldugu dile
getirilmektedir. Bunlar olurken Bizans'in baskentindeki durum ise Ahmet Refik (Altinay)’in Biiyiik
Tarih-i Umumi adli eseri tizerinden anlatilmistir. Seviik, le Beau’ye atifla Diogenes tarafindan Alp
Arslan’a “200.000 altin ile sahip oldugu bir elmasin” gonderildigini aktarmaktadir. Kendisi ayrica, bu
elmas hakkinda Ingiliz tarih¢i Edward Gibbon’dan okudugu bir inci hikayesi iizerinden bazi
¢ikarimlarda bulunmustur. Gibbon’dan nakledilene gore Bizans muharrirleri “yana yakila savastaki
yagmada paha bigilemez bir incinin kayboldugunu” yazdiklar1 halde “Imparatorlugun mukadderatini
tayin eden bu mithim giin” hakkinda bir sey soylememistir. Seviik ise kayboldugu sdylenen bu incinin
Diogenes tarafindan Alp Arslan’a gonderilen elmas olabilecegi varsayiminda bulunarak eger boyle bir
olay gerceklestiyse ortada bir kaybin bulunmadigini, “elmasin Tirklere nasip oldugunu” ifade
etmistir. Yazinin geri kalaninda Diogenes’in zehirlenerek gézlerine mil ¢ekilmesi, buna hiddetlenen
Alp Arslan’in Anadolu’ya akinlar1 baglatmasi, Semerkant’a yaptig: sefer ve hazin 6liim hikayesi gesitli

yerli ve yabanci kaynaklar 15181nda anlatilmaktadir (Seviik, 1949d: 2, 4).

Yazi dizisinin son boliimiinde, savasin muhasebesini yapan Seviik, Malazgirt Savasini
Waterloo ve Bedir muharebeleriyle mukayese ederek Sel¢uklu zaferini “Miisliman Tiirklerin Bedir’i”
olarak nitelendirmekte, ondan “cenkler cengi” ve “kaderler kaderi” olarak s6z etmektedir. Seviik’e
gore birbirinden “li¢ misli farkla” ayrilan iki ordunun kargilasmasinda sayica zayif olanin yenilmemesi
bir bagariyken onu maglup etmesi “sasilacak bir sey” olarak anlatilmaktadir. Bu sebeple Malazgirt
Savasi askerlik tarihinin “en harika destanlarindan” biri olarak degerlendirmektedir. Ancak yazara

gore Batili tarihgiler bu savasin mucizevi taraflarini eriterek konuyu siradanlasgtirmak icin Bizans
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ordusunun zayif yonlerini sisirerek anlatma egilimindedirler. Seviik, Tiirklerin zaferindeki “heybetli
seref payini kiigiiltmenin yolu” olarak Batili tarihgilerin birka¢ yontem izledigini diistinmektedir.
Bunlardan ilki, Tiirklerin yekpare bir orduya sahipten Bizans ordusunun kalabalik olmasina ragmen
gesitli kavimlerden olustugu iddiasidir. Seviik’iin buna yanit1 Bizans ordusundaki farkli unsurlarin
varligina ragmen bunlarin Romali hiiviyetine sahip olduklar1 ve bununla gurur duyduklar
yoniindedir. Tkinci yéntem, Bizans ordusunun parali askerlerden olustugu i¢in maglup oldugunun
ileri stiriilmesidir. Seviik ise bunu, “ordunun esas biinyesi Grek’ti” diyerek reddetmektedir.
Dolayisiyla bunlara ticretli olarak bakilmamalidir. “Frank ve Norman” birliklerinin varlig: ise bir
“zafiyet degil” aksine bunlarin “profesyonel asker” olmalarindan dolay1 bir avantajdir. Kald1 ki parali
asker iddiasiyla bu birliklerin istekle ¢arpismadigi kastediliyorsa bu da hatalidir ¢linkii savas
meydanini Andronikos Doukas’tan basgka hi¢ kimse terk etmemistir. Ugilincii olarak, Bizans
ordusundaki Tiirk unsurlarin taraf degistirmesi {izerinde durulmaktadir. Seviik’e gore “200.000 kisilik
Roma ordusunda” Peceneklerin miihim bir yer tutmasi imkansizdir. Yazar, Imparator'un Tiirk
Sultan’yla savasa fazla miktarda Tiirk’le gidecek kadar diigiincesiz olamayacagi kanaatindedir. Ayrica
“Oguzlarin iltihaki” iizerine Imparator’'un “hig telas gostermeyerek” geri kalan Tiirklere “sadakat
yemini” ettirmis olmasi da ordusundaki Tiirklerin sayica 6nemsiz oldugunu dogrulamaktadir.
Bunlarin hepsi bir tarafa, yazara gore eger Selcuklular “Anadolu’nun uzak dogusundaki” bir zaferi
“Tuna’yr asip gelen Tirkler” sayesinde kazanmislarsa bu yine 6viiniilecek bir seydir. Dordiincii
olarak, Bizans ordusunun daha en bagindan kare tabur sistemiyle sikisik diizende yaptig1 yiiriiyiis
gerekgesiyle karsisindaki diigmani “ihata edip kavrama imkanini kagirmis” olmasindan dolay:
maglup oldugu sodylemidir. Seviik’e gore Diogenes, ordusuna verdigi dortleme kalinlikla Tirk
ordusunu ortadan yarip zafer kazansaydi bunu dehsetli bir hiiner olarak takdim edecek Batili yazarlar,
Bizans bagkumandani1 maglup oldugu i¢in bunu bir bahane olarak 6ne siirmektedir. Oysa hata “planin
kendinde degil tatbik edilemeyisindedir”. Dolayisiyla “eksikligi Diogenes’te” goérmek vyerine
“mahareti Tiirk Sultan’inda gormek” daha dogru olacaktir. Seviikk bu dort gerekceden higbirinin
Bizans ordusun maglubiyetine gerekgce teskil edemeyecegini belirtmekle birlikte, Anadolu gibi daglik
bir bolgenin agir ordulardan ziyade “cevik kitalarin” manevralarina elverisli oldugunu ifade
etmektedir. Bu baglamda Tiirkler, savastiklar1 cografyay: heniiz Tugrul Bey doneminden beri gayet
iyi bildiklerinden, “Malazgirt Savasi’nin yarisi daha savas baslamadan oOnceki hareketlerle”
kazanilmigtir. Seviik, az bir kuvvetle biiyikk ordularin yenilmesi bahsinde Alfred von Schlieffen
tarafindan Cannae Muharebesi'nin 6rnek gosterildigine isaret ederek Malazgirt Savasi’nin ondan “kat
kat iistiin” oldugu degerlendirmesini yapmaktadir. Oyle ki Hannibal'in miicadelesi bir kader cengi
olmayip Malazgirt’in aksine, ikbal Roma’ya nasip olmustur. Seviik kosesine son verirken 1944
yilindaki Malazgirt ziyaretinin ardindan savagin yildéniimii olan 26 Agustos’ta Ulkii mecmuasinda
i¢ adet yaz1 nesrettigini, bunun {izerine Yahya Kemal Beyatli'nin kendisine daha 6nce hicbir yerde
yayinlamadigi “Alp Arslan’in Ruhuna Gazel” adli manzum eserini verme litfunda bulundugunu
belirtmektedir. Ardindan bu aruz vezninde yazilmis bu gazeli okurlariyla paylasan Seviik, beyitleri

sirastyla okurlarina agiklamistir (Seviik, 1949e: 2, 4).
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Bir Cihan Harbi olarak Malazgirt

Bu uzun yaz1 dizisinin ardindan Cumbhuriyet gazetesinde yine Ismail Habib Seviik tarafindan
“Malazgirdin Sonras1” adli bir késede ii¢ makale daha yayilanmustir. Ilk metinde agirlikli olarak bir
onceki yazi dizisinde kullanilan kaynaklarin yardimiyla Anadolu’nun Tiirklesme siireci ele alinmistir.
Seviik, le Beau ile paralel olarak Diogenes’in 6ldiiriilmesinin ardindan Anadolu’ya yapilan seferlerin
artik “bir akin, vurgun veya istila” olmadigi, buradaki Tirk varliginin “kokli fetihlere mahsus bir
yerlesme” oldugu kanaatindedir. (Seviik, 1949f: 5). Anadolu'nun Tirk yurdu haline gelmesi ile
birlikte Malazgirt Savas’nin bir diger neticesi de Batr’dan Dogu’ya “1095’ten 1270’e kadar yaklasik
sekiz Hagli Seferinin” yapilmis olmasidir. Seviik’e gore Batililarin 6ne stirdéigiiniin aksine “ne
Kudiis’tin Misliimanlarin eline gegmesiyle Avrupa’da kabaran din taassubu ne fakir Avrupalilarin
Dogu’da daha mutlu yasayacaklarina inanmalar1 ne de asilzadelerin maceraperestligi” bu seferlere
temel teskil etmektedir. Ona gore, Gibbon'un da soyledigi gibi” Tiirkler Bizans kartalinin Anadolu
kanadini kirdiktan sonra iki bogazin kiyilarina yerlestikleri” icin eskiden bir sinir kalesi olan Bizans
artik Avrupa’nin Oniinde set olma oOzelligini yitirmis, boylelikle Malazgirt'ten itibaren Tirkleri

durdurma siras: kendilerine gelmistir. (Seviik, 1949g: 2, 5).

Malazgirt Savasi’'ni Dogu ile Batr'nin ¢arpismasi olarak nitelendiren ve bu yo6niiyle onu bir
“cihan harbine” benzeten Seviik’e gore, 12. yiizyil sonlarinda Hagli tehlikesini bertaraf eden
Selguklular, Bizans iizerine “yeniden taarruza” ge¢mistir. 13. ylizyilin ilk yarisinda Aldeddin
Keykubad’in hamleleriyle Anadolu'nun bu seferki biitiinligii “yalniz irk bakimindan degil siyasi
hakimiyet itibariyla” da tam bir birlik goériintimii kazanmustir. Ancak bu birlik de Mogol istilalar
sebebiyle tigiincii kez bozulmus ve Anadolu’da “kiigiik Tiirk devletleri” [beylikler] boy gostermistir.
Yazarin “mucize” olarak adlandirdigi Osmanlilar ise yine bu beylikler arasindan filizlenmistir (Seviik,
194%h: 2).

Seviik’e gore “dokuz asrin 6tesini bugiinlere baglayan tek varlik” Selcuklu Tirkliigtidiir. Ona,
bastan “Selcuklu Devleti, Tavaif-i Miiltik Devletleri, daha sonra ise Osmanli Devleti” denmesine
aldanmamak gerekir. Yazar, bunlari “bir nehrin muhtelif yerlerde farkli isimler almasina”
benzetmektedir. Bu devamliligin Selguklulara nasip olmasi ise Malazgirt Zaferi'nden sonra Tiirklerin
batiya yerlesmesinde yatmaktadir. Bu baglamda “Dogu Roma, Istanbul’un fethinden dort asir nce”
Malazgirt’te son bulmugtur. Tiirk Imparatorlugu ise yine Malazgirt’te baglamistir. Yazar, bu baglamda
Yahya Kemal’in 17. yiizy1l Tiirk bestekar: Buhtirizade Mustafa Itri icin “yedi ylizy1l stiren hikayemizi
dinlemis ihtiyar ¢inar” sozlerinden ilham olan bir soruya da yanit vermektedir. Yahya Kemal’in tam
da Malazgirt Savasrnin yasandig donemi vurgulayan ifadelerinden hareketle Seviik, Malazgirt’ten
once Turkligiin olup olmadigi sorusuna yanit aramaktadir. Yazar buna, Tirkligin “yalniz
Malazgirt'ten 6ncesi degil biitiin ezelinin” oldugu seklinde cevap vermektedir. Ona gore, kosesinde
yazdig1 yazilar irk devrini degil Islam dinindeki Tiirkliige vurgu yapmaktadir. Miisliiman Tiirkler
evvelce nasil ayrildiysa bunlarin icinde Batili Tiirkler de kendilerine ayr1 bir istikamet belirlemistir.

Bu istikamet dokuz asir boyunca akip giden bir kadere benzetilmektedir. Dolayisiyla Selcuklu
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Tirklerinin Anadolu'nun Gtesine gegemeyisleri onlarin Osmanli Tirkligiinden ayr1 olduklar
manasina gelmemektedir. Zira Sel¢uklular1 duraklatan Hagli tehdidi ve Mogol istilasi ortadan
kalkinca Bat1 Tirkliigiiniin mukadder akisi kaldig1 yerden yoluna devam etmistir. Yazar buna dil ve
din birligini de eklemekte aksi halde Timur gibi bir cihangirin Ankara’da kazandig zaferin bir devleti
ortadan kaldirmaya yetecegini ifade etmistir. Oysa bu dordiincii bolinmeden sonra Bati
Turkligiintin yeniden toparlanmasi yalnizca on ti¢ yil siirmiistiir. Bu sebeple Timur'un tek yaptigy,
“Istanbul’'un fethini elli sene kadar geciktirmekten” ibarettir. Bundan sonra sirasiyla Fatih Sultan
Mehmet, Yavuz Sultan Selim ve Kanuni Sultan Siileyman donemlerine isaret eden Seviik, Italyan
tarih¢i Leone Caetani’ye atifla bu hiikiimdarlar zamaninda Bati Tiirkliigiiniin Islamiyeti “bir diinya
dini” haline getirdigini ifade etmektedir. Yazara gore dinler her ne kadar peygamberler araciligiyla
teblig edilse de onlar1 “hayatin icine dolduran, hacimli, ciisseli, kanli canli bir varlik” haline getiren
milletlerdir. Dolayisiyla dinleri “yiikselten veya algaltan” dinlerin kendi degil, tam aksine dinleri
“kabarik veya ezik” gosterenin o dine hatta mezheplere mensup milletler oldugunu
degerlendirmektedir. Buradan hareketle Tiirkliik ile Islamiyet arasinda ayrilmaz bir bag bulunduguna
isaret eden Seviik’e gore Batili milletler “Grek ve Latin” mirasiyla yogrulmuslardir. Bu iki bilesen
¢ikarildig1 takdirde Avrupa medeniyetinin i¢ci bombogtur. Tiirkler de Malazgirt’ten bu yana cephe
cephe, satha satha, “diinyay1 kendilerine ram eden” bir medeniyet kurmuslardir. Boylece ge¢misle
gelecek arasinda bir koprii kuran yazar, “Malazgirt’ten Dumlupinar’a uzanan dokuz asirlik bir
varliktan” s6z ederken asirlarin ge¢cmedigini, “gelen asirlarin istikbalin ebedine gittigini” ifade
etmektedir. Bugiinkii Ttirkler ise “Malazgirt’ten gelen dokuz asrin ebede” akisidir (Seviik, 194%h: 2,
4).

Bunlar disinda Cumbhuriyet gazetesinin 1940’11 yillara ait sayilarinda Malazgirt Savasi’na kimi
zaman zaferin yil dontiimiinde ozellikle Mus ilinde gergeklestirilen coskulu kutlamalar vesilesiyle
(“Malazgirt Meydan Muharebesi’nin”, 1943: 3), kimi zaman Tiirklerin kahramanliklarini anlatan
savas konulu eserler baglaminda (“Cumhuriyet’in 20. yildontimiine”, 1943: 3), kimi zaman Dogu
Anadolu’yu tanitan ve buranin Tirkligiinii anlatan kose yazilarinda (Seviik, 1946: 2), kimi zaman da
tarihte gerceklesen bir bagka olayin 6ncesinin ve sonrasinin daha kolay anlasilabilmesi i¢in bir 6l¢ii

birimi olarak (Danismend, 1947: 2) yer verildigi soylenebilir

Sonug

Tiirkiye’de modern tarihgilik anlayisinin benimsenmesine katkida bulunan hatta kuruldugu
donemde ona dolayli olarak yon veren Cumhuriyet gazetesi, Tiirk tarihgiligine yillar i¢erisinde hakim
olan farkli anlayiglardan izler tasimakta ve bunlara ayna tutan belgeleri barindirmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de,
Tiirk Tarih Tezi ve Hiimanist tarih anlayisinin ilk evresine tekabiil eden 1930-1950 arasi1 donemi
Cumbhuriyet gazetesinin sayfalarindan okurken Tiirk ulusal kimliginin sekillenmesinde abidevi bir
cesaret, kararlilik ve zafer sembolii olarak kabul edilen Malazgirt Savasr’yla ilgili pek ¢ok farkl: tiir ve

tislupta igerige rastlamak miimkiindiir.
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Tiirk Tarih Tezi anlayisinin hakim oldugu dénemde, dykiiniin yalnizca bir 6rnek hari¢ olmak
kaydiyla satir aralarinda yer aldig ve diinyevi bir dille okuyuculara aktarildig1 goze ¢arpmaktadir.
Zaferi, Alp Arslan’in kilicindan ziyade ona akil hocalig1 yapan Nizamiilmiilk”iin zekasina mal eden
(Tan, 1935: 10) veya Murat Nehri'ni savasa sahitlik ettigi i¢in sansh sayan (Seviik, 1936: 3) dolayl
metinler buna 6rnek gosterilebilir. Bununla birlikte, Bat1 menseli irk¢i-antropolojik tezlerde Tiirklere
yonelik indirgemeci yaklagimi ayni perdeden tenkit eden metinlerin popiiler tarihgilige bir yansimasi
olarak, esir diisen Romanos Diogenes’i bes ak¢e karsiliginda alacak birinin bulunamamasi veya onun
bir kopekle takasina bile razi gelinmemesi gibi detaylar, satir aralarinda diigmanin “bes para etmez”

olarak degersizlestirilmesine 6rnek teskil etmektedir.

Donemin tarih anlayigi, Tirklerin Anadolu'ya binlerce yil 6nce go¢ ettikleri iddiasina
mesruiyet kazandirabilmek i¢in dikkatini Antik Cag’a yonelttiginden bir tiir “eve doniis” hikayesi
olarak degerlendirilen Malazgirt'in en azindan on yillik bir siire boyunca 6n planda olmamasi
anlagilabilir bir durumdur (Copeaux, 2000: 160). Ote yandan, L. Tiirk Tarih Kongresi'nde savasa Tiirk
tarihinin ti¢ safthasindan biri olarak yer verilmesinden de anlasilabilecegi gibi bunu bir ihmal degil
oncelik meselesi olarak degerlendirmek daha dogru olacaktir. Bu donemde, savasi dogrudan konu
edinen ve zaferin milli bayram olarak kutlanmas: gerektigine deginen 1939 tarihli yazi ise 1940’l1

yillarin Hiimanist tarih anlayisina dogru bu 6nceliklerin degismeye basladigini gostermektedir.

1940’11 yillar boyunca Cumbhuriyet gazetesinde Malazgirt ile ilgili igerigin onceki déneme
kiyasla 2,5 kat arttig1 ve anlatiya yeni bir dilin hakim oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda, diisman
imgesinin bir Onceki donemden farkli olarak hiimanist tarih anlayisiyla degistigini gormek
mimkiindiir. Alp Arslan’in Diogenes’e kaftanini hediye etmesi, maiyetine adamlar vererek onu
memleketine gondermesi ve aralarindaki iliskinin dostluga doniistiigiinii vurgulayan satirlar bunun
birer 6rnegidir. Bu metinlerde Tiirkliigiin erdemlerini bazen o6rtiik bazen de agik¢a dile getirilen
pasajlar, gozyaslarina bogulan Diogenes’e Alp Arslan tarafindan bir insanlik dersi verildigi mesajini
barindirmaktadir. Bununla birlikte, gozle goriiniir en biiytik degisimin dine yapilan gondermeler
oldugu soylenebilir. Ancak, bu igerik 1930’lu yillarin tarih anlayisindan keskin bir kopusa degil iki
anlayisin ic ice gectigi bir doniisiim siirecine isaret etmektedir. Buradan hareketle, Malazgirt Zaferi,
[slamiyet’i bir diinya dini haline getiren siirecin baslangicin teskil etse de bunun Tiirkler sayesinde
gerceklestiginin alt1 ¢izilmistir. Ttrkliige ovgii, Malazgirt Zaferi ile Hagh Seferleri arasinda kurulan
neden-sonug iligkisinde goriilebilecegi gibi “Tiirklerin diinya tarihine miidahalesini” (Copeaux, 2000:
24) dnceleyen bakis agisini yansitmaktadir. Tirkliigiin yalnizca Malazgirt 6ncesinde degil biitiin bir
ezelden beri var oldugu sdylemi de bu baglamda degerlendirilebilir. Ancak, burada bir niians dikkati
¢ekmekte ve Anadolu'nun miilkiyet meselesiyle ilgili tartiimada bir 6nceki donemin “eve doniis”
anlayisindan farkli olarak zaferin yurt kuran bir savas oldugu dile getirilmektedir. Iki anlayis
arasindaki belirgin ayrimlardan bir digeri de ge¢mis ile simdi arasinda daha evvel kurulmayan bagin
artik net bir bicimde gozlemlenebilmesidir. Alp Aslan’in Hannibal ve Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk gibi
buiyitk komutanlarla birlikte anilmasi, Malazgirtin Roma, Arap ve Fransiz tarihinin inli

muharebeleriyle mukayese edilmesi, Kosova, Dumlupinar ve Biiyiik Taarruz ile onciil-ardil iliskisi
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kurulmasi hatta onun bir cihan harbi olarak yorumlanmas: bu baglamda degerlendirilebilir. Buna
karsin, taranan metinlerde Dogu-Bat1 karsitligina yapilan belirgin vurguya bakilirsa, Malazgirt’in bir

cihan harbinden ziyade medeniyetler ¢atismasi olarak yorumlandig1 anlagilmaktadir.

1940’11 yillarin sonuna dogru, dil bakimindan daha evvel Tiirk-Tarih Tezi ile Himanist donem
arasinda goriilen gecis emareleri bu kez Tiirk-Islam Sentezi anlayisina dogru yol alan ikinci evrenin
baglangicina isaret etmektedir. 1949 yilinda Malazgirt Savasi ile ilgili hatir1 sayilir oranda artan
metinlerde dil ve din birligine yapilan yogun vurgu dikkati ¢ekmektedir. Ornegin, anlatida zafer
yerine Islami terminolojiye uygun olarak fetih sozctigiine daha sik yer verilmektedir. Ayrica,
Istanbul’un alinmasini yalnizca elli sene kadar geciktiren Timur bahsinde oldugu gibi kaginilmaz

olanin 6niinde sonunda gergeklesecegine yonelik ereksel tarih yorumlarina rastlanmaktadar.

Cumbhuriyet gazetesinde, Malazgirt Savasi'na iliskin giincel akademik yayinlarda bile gozden
kagan veya varligindan haberdar olunmayan pek ¢ok detaya rastlanmaktadir. Bunlar arasindaki en
dikkat gekici 6rnegin, savasa yonelik saha arastirmalarin ilgilendirdigi soylenebilir. Bu baglamda,
Tirkiye’de Malazgirt Savasrnin askeri strateji yoniiyle ilk kez Harp Akademileri biinyesinde gorev
yapan Feridun Dirimtekin (1936) tarafindan mercek altina alindig1 ve Kurmay Albay Kadri Perk
(1946/7) nezaretindeki bir askeri heyet tarafindan sahaya tasindigi kabul edilmektedir. Ayni zamanda
birer tarih 6gretmeni olan bu iki subayin sivil hayattaki muadili ise bu ¢aligmada ilk kez ortaya
koyuldugu iizere Ismail Habib Seviik’tiir. 1944 senesinde yalmzca savas iizerine degil ayn1 zamanda
Malazgirt sehrinin tarihsel kimligine 151k tutan ¢ok sayida bilgi aktaran Seviik, bunu askeri mahiyeti
haiz cografi etiitlerden iki yil 6énce yapmustir. Ustelik bir egitimci olarak onu asker kokenli
meslektaglarindan ayiran bir diger 6zellik de kaynak eserlere niifuz etmesi ve Malazgirt Savasi’na
yonelik Cumhuriyet gazetesinde yer verdigi degerlendirmelerin biiyiik oranda akademik tarihgilige

dayanmasidir.

Destek ve Tesekkiir Beyani: Bu arastirmay: desteklemek icin dis fon kullanilmamustir.

Cikar Catismasi Beyani: Yazar, ¢ikar ¢atigmasi olmadigini beyan eder.
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