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ATHEISM IN ANTIQUITY 

Abstract:  This article provides the reader with a perspective on the existence of atheism in 

the ancient world, to what extent it was active and widespread, how it was perceived and used 

as a concept, and how it relates to the concepts of godlessness and irreligion. Under the heading 

of atheism in the ancient world, the thoughts of philosophers and thinkers in Greece, Rome, 

China and India, who were considered atheists, on the existence of God or gods are analyzed. 

The example of Greece is taken more broadly and it is argued that some of the philosophers who 

were considered atheists were not actually so, but only denied the mythological gods of the 

Greece of the period, and that there are not many people who can be called absolute atheists in 

today's sense. In addition, the reactions of Ancient Greek society to those who denied the God 

or gods were also discussed. It was stated that ancient Greece and Rome did not have the philo-

sophical atheism of modern times and that philosophical atheism in the West came to the fore 

only with the Enlightenment. In the Indian and Chinese worlds, where even godless religions 

were possible, there were atheists in the sense understood in the modern period, but unlike in 

the West, godlessness did not require being irreligious. The existence of both religious and irre-

ligious atheism in the Indian tradition since antiquity is pointed out. 
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