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Religion and suicide in Turkish cinema: the example of Dabbe (Hasan 
 

Abstract 

Mankind has sought immortality and theorized a new life after death, leading to the development of 

religions based on fear of death. Suicide is a curiosity for humanity, similar to immortality. This study 

focuses on how the act of suicide in cinema is reconstructed in the perspective of the dominant Islamic 

faith. The aim of the study is to reveal the influence of the dominant Islamic belief on the shaping of 

horror cinema, which is considered as an important genre in post-2000 Turkish cinema Another aim 

of the study is to determine how the act of suicide is reconstructed within the perspective of the 

dominant religious ideology in the film Dabbe, which is defined as the first Islamic horror film. In 

this direction, the study firstly focuses on the views on how the phenomenon of suicide is 
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characterised in Islam. In the post-2000 Turkish cinema, the reasons for the construction of the 

phenomenon of religion were tried to be explained. In particular, it was mentioned that ideas and 

motifs related to the Islamic religion are frequently included in the reconstruction of horror films that 

emerged as a genre after 2000. Finally, the sampled film was analysed within the framework of 

sociological and ideological approach with interpretivist method. The film reconstructs suicide using 

Islam's belief, motifs, and Holy Quran, focusing on the dominant belief ideology and its impact on 

the act. It has been concluded that Dabbe characters' suicides are passive due to jinn 

control, character unconsciously committed suicides. 

Keywords: Turkish cinema, religion, suicide 

 

ve  Sinema 
hem de sanat dal ol   hususunda 

bireyler biridir. Seyirciler  
eden filmleri ve sonlu hayata sahip olan film karakterlerini 

, seyircilerin kendilerini tmelerine ve 
erisinde olma  (Oskay, 2014, s.68). Bununla birlikte sinemada 

 

 

gelenek

 

 
Korku sin

-korku nesnesine- 
 

debilmektedir (Abisel, 
1995, s.133; Oskay, 2014, s.68,71). ,  

 daha da 

u  ve 
 - yla 



R u m e l i D E  /  9 3 1  

Korku  /  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

birlikte , eren filmler  da korku 
 

 

 
olarak 

(Minois, 2008, s.9).  
unu izleyen bireylerin, 

 
, ve 

 ilk  
 

getirebilmektedir. 
, 

  

ak kabul 

 

makt

(Kaya, 2019, s.272). 

 



932 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Religion and suicide in Turkish cinema: The  / 
C. 

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

 

rada 
: 

, intihar o

bedenine din, bireyin 

 toplumda din ursa bireyin intihar 
; 

2010, s.1; Durkheim, 2013, s.158). 

, 

r 

  az 
(Gearing & Alonzo, 2009, s.336). 

tihar 

, polise   bildirmemektedir. 
Bu nedenle, r eylemlerinin 

 
u 

Sezer, 2006, s.389-390) 2 bireylerin 

 

-
A ; intihar eyleminin din perspektifinden de incelenebilir 

 
2  https://data.tuik.gov.tr/Bulten/Index?p=Olum-ve-Olum-Nedeni-

Istatistikleri-2022-49679  



R u m e l i D E  /  9 3 3  

Korku  /  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

na na
na 

  
olan larda ise 

t

belirtmektedir  

 

 olarak 
3  b

 mektedir 
-

i, Necm suresinin 44. ayetinde 
4 

, s.157-158). Maide5 

olsun bireyin kendisini 
 

 ve  Hz. 

nsuza kadar 
;  

  hususundaki 

ir 

dayanama belirtmektedir -131). 

reylerin intihar 

 
3  https://sozluk.gov.tr/  
4  https://www.kuranvemeali.com/necm-suresi/44-ayeti-meali  
5  https://kuran.diyanet.gov.tr/tefsir/M%C3%A2ide-suresi/701/32-ayet-tefsiri  



934 / RumeliDE  Journal of Language and Literature Studies 2 0 2 3 .35 (August) 

Religion and suicide in Turkish cinema: The  / 
C. 

Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

 

 

 

-
 

-
 yerli sinemada 

 din ya da , 
 olarak, 

 

-
bildirgesinde sesli ve g

 
 

ilmelidir

maddesinde de yeniden tekrar edilmektedir - -12). 

 din 
 

-

lendirmek 
 



R u m e l i D E  /  9 3 5  

Korku  /  

  Adres 
 

e-posta: editor@rumelide.com 
tel: +90 505 7958124 

Address 
RumeliDE Journal of Language and Literature Studies 
e-mail: editor@rumelide.com,  
phone: +90 505 7958124 

 

 din 

- elde 

nin temel olarak ele 
 

-

 Din 
in

, ki 
 izyona giren 

, 
filmlerin genellikle dinsel moti

tedir. 

-
filmlerinin nicel olarak daha fazla olma

 

6 

 
  

2005 29 - 

2006 34 5 

2007 43 5 

2008 51 2 

2009 70 2 

2010 66 5 

2011 75 5 

2012 60 4 

2013 88 4 

 
6  https://boxofficeturkiye.com/  
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2015 136 19 
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Tablo 2.: Filmleri 

 
7  Box Office Seyirci Rekortmeni Korku Filmleri, Box Office https://boxofficeturkiye.com/tum-zamanlar/turler/korku-

filmleri 
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