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ABSTRACT: The Early Republican Period was a transition from traditional culture and life to modern
life. This process of change and transformation, experienced in almost every aspect of life at the
beginning of the twentieth century, also manifested itself in social life, urban space, and the field of
architecture. In particular, the empowering role of woman as individual and its effects on social relations
significantly affected daily life and, thus, the most basic living unit, housing space. During this period,
the new concept of housing, associated with the image of modern, educated, and social woman, was
also widely featured in the print media, which considered it its duty to teach modern life to society.
When the culture, art, and life-themed magazines of the period are analysed, it is seen that there were
many contents in which modern housing design, interior arrangement, and furniture choices were
associated with the theme of modern woman. This draws attention to the fact that the house was
considered a reflection of the new living culture rather than a place of shelter, and the woman was
regarded as the representation of this culture. In this context, this study aims to investigate the
relationship between the concept of modern housing and the image of woman in the Early Republic
through the magazine contents of the period. In the study, Muhit, Ev Kadn, Ev Is, Yildiz and Yedigiin
magazines, which were popular publications of the period, were examined. As a result of the study, it
was determined that the woman was generally accepted as the primary user and decision-maker of the
house in the contents. Furthermore, it has been observed that the details, spatial suggestions, and
furniture preferences of the new housing design were expressed through modern women-themed images
and discourses.

Keywords: Early Republican Period, Housing, Woman, Magazine

OZ: Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi, geleneksel kiiltiir ve yasamdan modern yasama bir gegis niteligi tasir.
Yirminci yiizyilin basinda, hayatin hemen her alaninda hissedilen bu degisim ve doniisiim siireci,
toplumsal yasamda, kent mekaninda ve mimarlik alaninda da kendisini gostermistir. Ozellikle, kadinin
birey olarak giiclenen rolii ve bunun sosyal iliskilerdeki etkileri, glinliik yagam1 ve dolayisi ile en temel
yasam birimi olan konut mekanini 6nemli 6l¢iide etkilemistir. Bu donemde, modern, egitimli ve sosyal
yvasamda var olan kadin imaj1 ile iligkilendirilen yeni konut anlayisi, topluma modern yasami 6gretmeyi
gorev bilen yazili medyada da c¢okga yer almistir. Donemin kiiltiir, sanat, yasam temali dergileri
incelendiginde modern konut tasarimi, i¢ mekan diizenlemesi ve mobilya se¢imlerinin modern kadin
temasiyla iligkilendirildigi pek ¢ok igerigin yer aldigi goriilmektedir. Bu da konutun barinma mekani
olmaktan Ote, yeni yasam Kkiiltiiriiniin bir yansimasi, kadinin ise bu kiltiriin temsili olarak
degerlendirildigine dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bu baglamda ¢aligmada, Erken Cumhuriyet’in modern konut
anlayis1 ve kadm imaj1 iliskisinin, donemin dergi igerikleri ilizerinden arastirilmasi amaglanmistir.
Calismada, dénemin popiiler yaymlarindan Muhit, Ev Kadin, Ev Is, Yildiz ve Yedigiin dergileri
incelenmigtir. Yapilan ¢aligma sonucunda, igeriklerde genel olarak kadinin evin birincil kullanicisi ve
karar vericisi olarak kabul edildigi belirlenmistir. Bunun yani sira, yeni konut tasarimina dair detaylarin,
mekansal Onerilerin ve mobilya tercihlerinin, modern kadin temali gorseller ve sdylemler araciligi ile
ifade edildigi goriilmiistiir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi, Konut, Kadin, Dergi
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GENISLETILMIiS OZET

Giris

Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi geleneksel kiiltlir ve yasamdan modern yasama bir gegis niteligi tasir. Bu
doénemde, ¢agdas, egitimli ve sofistike bir imajla yansitilan kadin figiirii de Cumhuriyet dénemindeki
koklii degisimin 6nemli simgelerinden biri olmustur. Kadinin degisen rolii, toplumsal yasamda ona yeni
bir kimlik kazandirmis ve modern kiiltiiriin tasiyicilarindan biri haline getirmistir. Bunun yani sira, bu
dénemde kadin, bireyin en temel yasam alanmi olan konut mekdn: ile de c¢okea iliskilendirilmistir.
Donemin dergilerinde yer alan igeriklerde, modern kadin sdylemleri ve gorselleri sik¢a kullanilmas,
tasarima ve i¢ mekan organizasyonuna dair detaylar kadin kullanici {izerinden ifade edilmistir. Bu
durum calisma cergevesinde dikkat ¢ekici bulunmus ve konunun dénemin dinamikleri ¢ergevesinde
irdelenmesi hedeflenmistir. Bu baglamda ¢alismada, Erken Cumhuriyet’in modern konut anlayisi ve
kadin imaj1 iliskisinin donemin dergi igerikleri {izerinden arastirilmasi amaglanmistir.

Literatiir 6zeti

Literatiir arastirmasi kapsaminda, oncelikle Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi’nde modern mimarlik ve
degisen konut anlayisi tizerinde durulmustur. Hasol (2020), Avrupa ve Amerika’da yayginlasan modern
mimarhigm Tirkiye’yi de 6nemli 6lgiide etkiledigini belirtmistir. Sézen (1984), mimarligin, devletin
resmi siyasetinin ve egemen ideolojinin aktaricisi oldugunu ifade etmistir. Bozdogan ise (2005), modern
mimarinin, elestirel bir sdylemden ¢ok, Cumhuriyet projesinin tastyicisi olan bir sembol niteliginde
oldugunu belirtmigtir.

Konut, barinma yeri olmanin 6tesinde toplumlarin yasam kiiltliriiniin bir yansimasidir. Konut mekan,
sadece fiziksel bir mekan degil, sosyal etkilesimlerin ve ritiiellerin gergeklestigi, temel sosyal ve kisisel
degerlerin incelenebilecegi bir alan olarak tanimlamistir (Ozaki, 2001; Chapman and Hockey, 1999).
Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi’nde, konut mekani1 modern toplumun bir yansimasi olarak goriilmiistiir. Bu
dénemde yeni modern mimariigin nasil olmasi gerektigi medya araciligiyla anlatilmistir. Buna gore
farkli iceriklerde, mimarlikta islev, malzeme ve modern tasarim anlayisi konular1 hakkinda bilgiler
verilmistir (Alsag, 1976). Batur (2005), 1931 yilinda kurulan Mimar Dergisi’nin bu baglamda 6nemli
oldugunu ifade etmistir. S6zen de (1984), bu yayinlar araciligryla toplumsal, siyasal, ekonomik ve
kiiltiirel degisimlere paralel olarak mimarlikta da tartismalarin yapildigi belirtmistir. Konut mekani bu
doénemde yazili basinda sikga yer almistir. Bati standartlarinda konut anlayisina iligskin tasarim kriterleri,
mobilya ¢esitleri ve malzeme segimleri 6n plana ¢ikmustir. Aslanoglu (2001), dénemin mobilya
anlayisina dair bazi kriterlerden ve 6rneklerden bahsetmistir.

Literatiir arastirmasinin ikinci kisminda ise, kadinin degisen imaj1 iizerinde durulmustur. Bu kisimda
oncelikle Osmanli’nin son dénemlerinden kisaca bahsedilmis, daha sonra Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi’ne
dair gelismeler aktarilmistir. Bakacak (2009), Osmanli Devleti’nde kadin ve erkegin esit olmadigin
ifade etmistir. Kurnaz’a gore (1991), Tanzimat ile birlikte, kadina taninan imkanlar gérece artmustir. .
Diinya Savasi ve Kurtulug Savasi donemlerinde ise, erkeklerin askeri gorevlerde yer almalarindan otiirti,
kadinlarin is yasamindaki varlig1 zorunlu olmustur (Sahin, 2016). Ancak, kadinin varligi ger¢ek manada
Cumhuriyet ile birlikte giindeme gelmistir. Tekeli (1981), Isvigre Medeni Kanunu ile Tiirk kadininin
haklarina kavustugunu ifade etmistir. Kiray (2006) ise, toplum yapisindan 6tiirti, kadinlarin is hayatinda
var olmalarinin kolay olmadigini, ancak egitim ve ¢alisma haklarinin gabuklastigini belirtmistir. Bunun
yani sira, bu dénemde, yeni Tiirkiye’nin bagkenti Ankara'da kadinin toplumsal yasama katilimina tesvik
eden etkinlikler diizenlenmistir (Bayraktar, 2016). Bozdogan (2012), Yedigiin Dergisi iizerinden verdigi
bir 6rnekle, kadinin medyada degisen imajini ifade etmistir. Atatiirk’iin de kadinin toplumsal hayattaki
yeri ile ilgili tavr1 ve sdylemleri 6nemlidir. Atatiirk, kadinlarin erkeklerle ayn1 haklara sahip olmasi
gerektigini ifade etmistir (Abadan-Unat, 1978). Kadmnin erkegin ortagi, dostu, yardimcisi olmasi
gerektigini savunmus, kendi evliliginin de modern aile hayati i¢in 6rnek teskil etmesini amagladigin
ifade etmistir (Gokge, 1990; Akcan, 2012). Bunun yam sira, bu dénemde kadin, konut mekaninin ana
kullanicisi ve sorumlusu olarak goriilmiistiir. White (2003), ideal kadinin, sehirli, kibar ve sosyal ama
ayni zamanda evine bagli ve ¢ocuklardan sorumlu oldugunu ifade etmistir.
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Yontem

Calismada, Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi’nde kadin imajinin modern konut anlayisi ile nasil
iligkilendirildiginin belirlenmesine yonelik olarak bir igerik arastirmasi yapilmistir. Buna goére, dénemin
dergilerinde, kadin figiiriiniin, modern konutla birlikte yer aldigi kose yazilari, haberler ve reklamlar
arastirilmigtir. Calisma kapsaminda, Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi'nin siireli yaymlarindan Muhit, Ev
Kadm, Ev Is, Y1ldiz ve Yedigiin dergileri incelenmistir. Bu dergiler donemin sosyal hayat anlayisina,
yeni yasam kiltiirline ve kadin imajima dair egitici igerikleri olan popiiler dergilerdir. Buna gore,
oncelikle yayinlardaki konut ve kadin temasini isleyen igerikler ayristirilmigtir. Daha sonra, secilen
ornekler "kadin temasinin sdylem olarak kullanildigi yaymlar”, "kadin temasmin goérsel olarak
kullanildig1 yayinlar" ve "kadin temasinin s6ylem ve gorsel olarak kullanildig1 yayinlar" olmak tizere
ti¢ kategori altinda incelenmistir.

Bulgular ve tartisma

Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi dergilerinde konut mekaniyla iliskilendirilen gii¢/ii ve modern kadin figiirii
¢okca On plana ¢ikmistir. Arastirmada, Cumhuriyet’in ilanindan 1950’lere kadar gegen siiregte, kadin
figlirlerinin bazen gorsellerde, bazen ise ev, dekorasyon, tasarim, mobilya ya da kullanici temalariyla
iliskilendirilen sdylemlerde kullanildigr goriilmistiir. Bazi igeriklerde ise hem sdylem hem de gorselin
bir arada kullanildig: dikkat cekmistir. Bu dergilerdeki kadin, sofistike, kiiltiirlii, modern giyinen, sosyal
hayata dahil, ama ayn1 zamanda evin birincil kullanicis1 ve sorumlusu olan modern bir kadin olarak
tanimlanmustir.

Aragtirmada, baz1 igeriklerde modern konuta dair tasarim kriterleri ifade edilirken dogrudan kadin
temalarina bagvuruldugu, bazi igeriklerde ise, modern yasama dair farkli konularin yine konut mekani
ve modern kadin imgeleri ile dolayl olarak desteklendigi dikkat ¢ekmistir. Bu da konut mekaninin ve
kadin figiirtiniin, modernlesmenin bir yansimasi olarak déonemdeki etkisini ifade eder niteliktedir. Erken
Cumbhuriyet Donemi'nde medyada kadin figiiriiniin kullanildig1 bir diger o6rnek ise ev esyasi
reklamlaridir. Paylasilan 6rneklerdeki gibi, bakimli, stil sahibi ve kendine giivenen kadin gorselleri,
hedef kitlenin kadinlar oldugu fikrini daha da gii¢clendirmistir.

Sonug ve oneriler

Erken Cumhuriyet Donemi’nde yeni yasam kiiltiirii, kadinin sosyal hayattaki rolii ve konut mekaninda
yasanan degisim konulari, toplumu bilgilendirme gorevini istlenen medyada kendisine sik¢a yer
bulmustur. Donemin dergi igerikleri tizerinden yapilan arastirmada, geleneksel konut kiiltiiriinden
olduke¢a farkli olan yeni modern konut anlayisina dair tasarim Kriterlerinin, modern kadin imajiyla
iliskilendirilerek ifade edildigi goriilmiistiir. Incelenen iceriklerde, kadin figiirii hem sdylem olarak hem
de gorsel olarak farkli bicimlerde kullanilmistir. Bu baglamda, yasamin her alaninda modernlesme
soylemlerinin hakim oldugu bu doénemin, toplumsal rollerin yeniden tamimlanmasi ve kadinin
goriiniirliigii agisindan belirleyici oldugunu séylemek gerekir. Kadinin gériinmeyen -hatta saklanan-
kimligi yerini egitimde, is hayatinda ve sosyal hayatta var olan yeni, modern, egitimli kadin imajina
birakmugtir. Ote yandan, incelenen igeriklerde toplumsal yasamda aktif olarak yer alan modern kadinin,
konutun ana kullanicist ve konuta iliskin kararlarin birincil belirleyicisi olarak tanimlandigi da
belirlenmistir.

Erken Cumhuriyet Dénemi dergileri, modernlesme séylemleriyle konut anlayisinin degismesinde ve
kadinin toplumdaki yerinin yeniden tanimlanmasinda énemli bir rol oynamistir. Medyanin toplumsal
algiya yon verme giiciiyle yarattigi bu yeni anlayis, konut mekaninin geleneksel baglamindan koparak
yeni bir kimlik kazanmasinda etkili olmustur. Medyanin ikna giicii ve toplumu yonlendirici tavri dikkate
alindiginda, bu radikal degisimdeki rolii daha iyi anlagilabilmektedir.
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Introduction

The Early Republican Period was a time of significant political, social, and economic change, spanning
from the proclamation of the Republic on October 29, 1923, to the rule of the Democratic Party in 1950.
This period is also noteworthy for its role in transitioning from traditional culture and life to modern
life. In this period, a multifaceted and effective framework and "infrastructure™ were created with the
law, political structure, education, and especially lifestyle regulations (Kiray, 2006: 364). Also, the
changes that took place during this period regarding the role and position of women were decisive and
impactful, significantly altering the balance in social life. The identity attributed to women began to
change, and efforts were made to reshape the position of women in both social and political spheres and
to redefine their roles in society (Bakacak, 2009). In addition, these changes allowed women to get rid
of the limitations that hindered them in the past, to be more involved in daily life, and to become more
active and valuable individuals.

In the Early Republican Period, the radical changes in all areas of life laid the foundations of the new
modern Turkey. In addition to the alterations witnessed in political, economic, cultural, and social
spheres, significant modernization movements also emerged in the domains of urbanization and
architecture. According to Tekeli (1998), in this period, it was aimed to organize the country as a nation-
state place and the cities as the place of modernity. In this context, the modern approaches in
urbanization and architecture, which made an impact in the Western world, also became one of the
aspirations of the newly formed country. Furthermore, architecture was deemed essential in representing
the modern transformation and departure from conventional attitudes. Therefore, a more rational
understanding was adopted in terms of design, materials, and construction technologies, free from the
eclectic and ornamental approaches of the past in the architectural field. Moreover, materials such as
reinforced concrete, steel, aluminium, and glass have brought new possibilities in architecture (Hasol,
2020: 85). These changes, which started in the realm of architecture, especially in public buildings, also
manifested themselves in housing, the most basic dwelling unit. This approach has been influential in
the interior as well as the exterior of the building, and exaggerated and decorative elements, far from
spatial requirements, were replaced by simpler and modern solutions. This new housing concept of the
new Turkey can be considered as a reflection of the changing living culture.

In the Early Republican Period, the media was one of the most essential tools that reflected the dynamics
of the modernization process. The expectations of the state administration from the media to support the
new Republic was also remarkable. Atatiirk's speech at the dinner given to journalists in Izmir in 1924
confirms this: "The Turkish press will create a steel castle around the Republic, which is the
manifestation of the true voice and will of the nation. A castle of ideas, a castle of mentality. It is the
right of the Republic to demand this from competent press. Today, it is essential for the nation to be in
sincere unity and solidarity" (Atatiirk Kiiltiir, Dil ve Tarih Yiiksek Kurumu Atatiirk Arastirma Merkezi,
2006). Also, the media, as an ideological device, has undertaken an important role in informing and
educating the society (Uzun and Hasdemir, 2010; Yenituna, 2013). In this context, newspaper and
magazine contents of the period played a role in conveying political, economic, and ideological issues,
as well as informing the society about the changing understanding of life. Another important issue that
stands out in these contents was the woman identity and her changing role in socio-cultural life. In the
Republic's first years, the modernity of the new state was symbolized by the images of women, which
were important in the iconography of the regime (Kandiyoti, 2005). The modern woman was a
significant symbol of the radical transformation during this period. Women's evolving role in society
provided a new identity and made them bearers of modern life and culture. Furthermore, modern house,
the new hub of modern life, was frequently linked with woman in various contents. However, unlike her
previous roles before the Republic, woman was reflected not through the concept of privacy but as the
primary user and decision-maker of the house. In particular, the images of modern women were
frequently used in the articles and visuals in the magazines of the period, and the details of the design
and interior organization were expressed through the female users. In this context, this study aims to
investigate the relationship between the concept of modern housing and the image of woman in the Early
Republic through the magazine contents of the period. The research focused on Muhit, Ev Kadin, Ev s,
Yildiz and Yedigiin magazines that produced contents about socio-cultural life and addressed various
topics related to society, family, house, and art of the period.
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The structure of the study is as follows: In the literature review part, firstly, the understanding of housing
changed with the Republican Period was examined. The concept of modern housing was reviewed, and
the issues related to design, interior, and furniture details were emphasized. The second part of the
literature review explained the image of the woman and her changing role in social life. The importance
of the factors and developments that brought about this change were emphasized, and their positive
effects on the representation of women in different areas of life were explained. The next chapter
included the research part. According to this, first of all, the research method was mentioned, and then
the magazine contents were examined through selected examples. In the conclusion, a general evaluation
was made through the studied samples, and the inferences about the relationship between woman image
and modern housing were discussed.

Literature review

Modern housing in the Early Republican Period

The understanding of modern architecture, which became increasingly widespread in Europe and
America, also significantly affected the new Turkey, which aimed to "reach the level of contemporary
civilizations" (Hasol, 2020: 84). For this purpose, the importance of architecture and urbanism was
emphasized to meet the requirements of modern city life, bringing about fundamental changes,
particularly in Ankara, the capital city of the new Turkey. In this context, it is possible to say that
architecture served as the transmitter of the official policy of the state and the dominant ideology (S6zen,
1984: 276). In other words, modern architecture, used as a synonym for modern forms, became a symbol
that was the carrier of the Republic project rather than a critical discourse in the architecture discipline
(Bozdogan, 2005). This approach led to the initiation of a quest for a novel style, particularly in public
buildings across Turkey.

During the Early Republican Period, modern architectural discourses had a significant impact on
residential space as well as other structures. However, the modernization of housing actually started
with the Tanzimat reforms in 1839, and contemporary approaches began to be seen in the residences of
the commercial and bureaucratic elites (Bozdogan, 2012: 212). With the advent of modernist approaches
inspired from the West, European-style apartment buildings began to be constructed in areas
predominantly inhabited by non-Muslims and Levantines. These buildings, which offer a different
spatiality compared to the traditional housing concept, were preferred by the upper-income group of the
society as a new trend. In the Early Republican Period, besides the design and spatial organization, the
representation of the housing also differed. In addition, modernization in domestic space was developed
with an approach targeting all segments of society. This transformation was not only influenced by the
search for a new style but also by the changing social structure and the roles of genders in society. This
is not surprising, considering that the house is a reflection of the living culture of societies beyond being
a place of shelter. Housing is the space that represents the dominant family structure, relationships
between individuals, and gender-based decisions in a society. Chapman and Hockey (1999) consider
housing space as a space where basic social and personal values can be examined at the intersection of
the public world of planners and policymakers and the personal world of family, friends, and neighbours.
Ozaki (2001) also states that the house is not only a physical space but also a place where social
interactions and rituals take place. Therefore, evaluating housing solely through its sheltering function
is not sufficient. Based on this approach, it is possible to evaluate the housing as a reflection and
embodiment of the changing socio-cultural dynamics of the Turkish society.

In the Early Republic Period, the concept of modern housing was a transformative force that radically
altered the way people perceived and organized their living spaces. It introduced a new discourse that
offered a new perspective on life and an unusual spatial order that challenged traditional norms. Because
of this reason, in order to inform the society, the subject of "how the new architecture should be" was
explained through published articles, radio talks, and magazines. Accordingly, information was given
about the formation of the buildings in accordance with their functions, the use of materials, and the
understanding of space free from unnecessary ornaments (Alsag, 1976: 22). Mimar Magazine, which
started its publication life as the first architecture magazine in 1931, became a powerful medium for
introducing modern architecture, discussing practices, and announcing contemporary trends (Batur,
2005). Through the content of this magazine, it is possible to observe the concerns and desires of the
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architects to follow the developments in the Western world. Moreover, these publications indicate that
architects discussed architecture in parallel with the social, political, economic, and cultural changes of
the time (Sozen, 1984: 78).

In this period, there were also several popular magazines with educational content about the social life,
and the new living culture. In this context, they also included information about modern housing, one
of the important topics of the period. Accordingly, in these magazines, the design criteria, furniture
types, and material selections regarding the understanding of housing in Western standards were shared.
Along with the modern understanding of life, the interior layout of the traditional Turkish houses in the
cities left their places to the furniture influenced by the industrial designs of the Bauhaus period in the
1930s. These were generally nickel-profile lacquered tables, cabinets, and sideboards, leather armchairs
with tube pipes, tables with glass top and metal tube legs, rounded-shaped solid wood buffets, table and
armrests, chandeliers with white sphere lantern carried at the end of thin metal rods (Aslanoglu, 2001:
85). These furniture and household items were also frequently encountered in the contents of the period.
In the magazines of the period, the residential space was generally portrayed through the concepts of
woman and family. In addition, the necessity of modern living was frequently emphasized in the
contents, and it was stated that a social awareness about modern life was gained with the Republican
regime. A quote from an article in the monthly Modern Tiirkiye Magazine of the time is particularly
striking: "A modern house is a house that is arranged in a way that ensures that the housewife can work
as easily as possible and that those living in the house can rest as much as possible. For a European, a
house is a private thing that belongs only to him. In our country, the house is now beginning to become
an institution and an organization that has risen to this civilized level... Turkish citizens, like many good
things, also recognized the house during the Republic period” ("Ev nedir," 1938). The article highlighted
the fact that the Republican era was a time of change and transformation in Turkey. It emphasized that
the citizens of the country were exposed to new ideas and concepts, and they learned how to adapt to
the changes that were taking place. Building and furnishing a house was no longer just a matter of
personal preference but an essential aspect of modern living. The article thus emphasized the importance
of modernization in Turkey and how it transformed the way people lived and perceived their homes.

Changing image of women

In the Ottoman Empire, men and women were not equal in social life due to Islamic law, and women
were in secondary position in society (Bakacak, 2009: 628). This situation isolated women from social
life, and women were generally at home. Some developments regarding women's rights started with the
Tanzimat in the Ottoman Empire. This was also a period when Turkish women's opportunities for
vocational and cultural education increased (Kurnaz, 1991:5). There were also some positive
developments in the legal field. During this period, various magazines were published with the aim of
educating and raising awareness of women. However, the contents of the published magazines were
generally aimed at women in big cities rather than women in rural areas. In addition, although women's
constitutional expectations increased through magazines, the state gave women limited rights and
freedoms (Efilti Atay and Karavar, 2021). In the Second Constitutional Era, there were discussions on
women's rights that involved various intellectuals such as Western, Islamist, and Turkist. While the
Western group initiated the discussions, Islamist intellectuals held more traditional views towards
women's rights. On the other hand, Turkists demonstrated a more inclusive approach by taking both
traditional and modern views into account (Bulut, 2013). During the First World War, the place of
women in business life increased, and women started to work in different positions due to the
participation of men in the military. This situation continued during the War of Independence, and
women also worked as workers and civil servants. In this process, women assumed crucial roles and
duties in social life, business life, and participation in the war. However, they did not obtain these
opportunities legally (Sahin, 2016: 4749). After the defeat in the First World War, the process of national
struggle began. As well as establishing women's associations for social aid purposes, liberation, and
protection of the country's integrity, women also organized numerous meetings and played an active
role in supporting the front during the War of Independence. They provided materials, ammunition, and
health support, and even fought on the front themselves (Aydin, 2015). This process once again
demonstrated the importance of women in society.
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The existence of women in education, business, culture, and social life came to the fore with the
Republican Period. Firstly, with the Tevhid-i Tedrisat (Unification of Education) Law dated March 3,
1924, women were given equal education rights with men. Thus, it was aimed that male and female
students should be educated together in the schools affiliated to the Ministry of National Education
(Kaymaz, 2010). Also, another critical development in this process was the adoption of the Swiss Civil
Code in 1926, when Turkish women obtained civil and political rights (Tekeli, 1981: 294). This was
one of the main factors that strengthened the role of women in society. However, since the social
structure was not fully ready economically and socially, it was not easy for women to participate in
business life. Still, legal secularization and economic change accelerated women's education and work
in terms of the workforce (Kiray, 2006: 252). These reforms expanded the possibilities for Turkish
women of all classes and allowed the development of a more individualistic feminism (White, 2003:
145). There were also developments to strengthen the place of women in social life. Constructed as the
new capital city, Ankara has become one of the places where the ideal of modern life was practiced.
During this period, various activities were held in the city that would transform the social structure,
ensure the union of men and women, and encourage women's participation in social life. These activities
and their spatial counterparts also created a significant change (Bayraktar, 2016: 68). It is possible to
see the change in the social role of women with the Republican ideology in some newspapers and
magazines. The modern woman image, published in the Yedigiin Magazine of the period, with the
historical city in the background, is remarkable in this context (Image 1). Bozdogan interpreted the iron
fence element used in the image as a layer that expresses the distinction, connection, or both between
these two images (Bozdogan, 2012: 95).

Image 1: Modern woman image on the cover page of Yedigiin Magazine

Source: (Yedigiin MagaziAnJé, 1938)

Atatiirk's attitude about the social image of women was also remarkable. By liberating Turkish women,
he wanted to lay the foundation for a more egalitarian and harmonious family life. He had a clear vision
for women's empowerment, which he developed even before the Republican period. During the war on
the Eastern Front in 1916, he instructed his chief of staff to take notes on how to abolish the veil, educate
women about life, and establish social order (Goksel, 1998). This shows his forward-thinking approach
and his commitment to promoting gender equality. He wanted Turkish women to have the same goals
as men to develop a lifestyle that uses their energies and capabilities in such a way that they function in
their various roles efficiently and productively (Abadan-Unat, 1978: 293). In one of his speeches,
Atatiirk said the following sentences: "There is a way we can walk with more peace and honesty. It is
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the way to make the great Turkish woman a partner in our work, to carry on our lives together, and to
make the Turkish woman a man's partner, friend, and assistant in scientific, moral, social, and economic
life" (Gokge, 1990: 40). The position of women in the family, as well as in the field of law, business
life, and social life, has also changed with the Republic. Atatiirk also drew attention to the place of
women in family life. At a dinner with friends and colleagues, he said, "I am not getting married just to
get married. | want to give an example to create a new family life in our country..." (Akcan, 2012).
Atatlirk also participated in some country trips with his wife, thus wanting to set an example for the
Turkish society (I¢li, 1998). The ideal Republican woman, citizen woman, was seen as an urban and
polite, socially progressive, but at the same time uncomplaining and devoted to her duty at home. All
the responsibility for raising children in the family was concentrated primarily on the woman (White,
2003: 146). This has led to a role that strengthens women's relationship with the housing space.

Methodology

This study aims to explore the relationship between the image of woman and modern housing through
magazines published during the Early Republican Period. According to this, archive research was
conducted on columns, news, and advertisements that featured the modern woman figure in conjunction
with modern housing in this period. Within the scope of the study, the Early Republican Period was
considered as the years between 1923 and 1950, and magazines were selected from this time frame.
Furthermore, it was important that the samples used in the research were from different years of the
Early Republican Period to provide a comprehensive view of the era and allow for valid inferences and
comments.

In the study, Muhit, Yedigiin, Ev Kadin, Ev Is and Yildiz Magazines were examined, which were
popular magazines of the Early Republican Period. These magazines provided valuable insights into the
era's social life and new cultural values and included educational content about the new living culture.
Mubhit Magazine was published by Ahmet Cevat Emre between 1928 and 1933 and included the political
and social developments in the country. The magazine's sub-title, "monthly family magazine with
pictures," was also informative about the content (Atatiirk Ansiklopedisi, n.d.). Yedigiin was owned by
Sedat Simavi, published between 1933 and 1950. In the publication presented as a weekly public and
family magazine, women and family issues came to the fore (Oguzhan, 2011). Yildiz Magazine was
published by Tahsin Demiray, between 1938 and 1954. In the years when it was first published, the
magazine was defined as "beauty, art, revue, and cinema magazine". After 1950, it was defined as a
cinema magazine. Yildiz's early publications generally included the daily life practices of modern
Western women and their views on life, marriage, and relationships. The magazine described the outlook
and lifestyle of Hollywood's modern female stars (Akin, 2019). In some issues, photographs from their
houses were shared as examples of new modern living spaces. In addition to these, Ev Is Magazine,
owned by Tahsin Demiray, published between 1937-1952, and Ev Kadin Magazine, owned by Faruk
Giirtunca, published between 1945-1950, were examined.

According to this, in the study, firstly, the contents of the magazines that relate the theme of housing
and women were separated. Then the selected samples were analysed under three categories as "contents

in which women themes were used as discourses”, "contents in which women themes were used as
images" and "contents in which women themes were used as discourses and images".

Findings and discussion

In the Early Republican Period, the media played an important role in preparing society for the radical
changes that were taking place in Turkey (Yetim and Akkoyunlu, 2017: 85). In this process, details
about modern culture, which has replaced traditional culture, were shared, and a new social
consciousness was tried to be created with instructive contents. The magazines of that period often
featured strong and modern female figures associated with the domestic space. In the research, it has
been observed that the female figures were sometimes used visually and sometimes as discourses
associated with house, decoration, design, furniture, or user themes. Some publications even featured
modern women images to support women discourses. These women were generally described as
modern, elegant, cultured, and involved in social life, and were considered as the primary users of the
house.
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In the article titled Ev ve Esya (House and Furniture) in Yedigiin Magazine dated 1933, the design of a
kitchen, its connection with other areas of the house, and its decoration were discussed. However, before
the design phase, the article started with the discourse of woman, as the primary user of the kitchen:
"Kitchen means a woman's living room. We ask our woman readers not to be offended by this statement.
No matter how important a housewife's position is, she has something to do with the kitchen of her
house..." ("Ev ve Esya," 1933). This expression highlights the fact that women were expected to balance
their professional lives with their household responsibilities, regardless of their occupation. In other
words, it has been stated that a woman's primary duty is her home and family. It is possible to see a
similar approach in the issue of Yedigiin Magazine published in 1934. In this sample, the author, who
suggested a writing desk to utilize the space in the corridor of the house, also associated the use of this
corner with the female user. Below the photo, which includes a study desk, chair, lighting, and painting
dominated by modern lines, the following statements were included: "This writing desk in a small
corridor between two rooms could be very suitable for a housewife. This is a cozy corner for writing
letters and reading books" ("Ev ve Esya," 1934b). During the Early Republican Period, it was important
for women to not only excel in their domestic duties but also to improve themselves through education
and intellectual pursuits. As a result, discourses and imagery depicting women reading and writing were
widely used as symbols of women's education and intellectual progress during this period (Image 2).

Image 2: Contents in which women themes were used as discourses
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During this period, some magazines presented cost-effective ideas for contemporary home design, while
others showcased the residences of renowned celebrities or movie sets. The content also pointed out that
despite the luxurious nature of these houses, they could still serve as a source of design inspiration.
Yildiz, a cinema magazine of the period, adopted a similar approach by featuring examples of homes
where famous Hollywood stars resided or that were showcased in films, while also providing
descriptions of modern, ideal, and beautiful houses. It is possible to see this approach in the Ev
Déseyelim (Let's Furnish a House) section dated 1944, which includes these sentences: "In the pictures
on these pages we see four various corners of a beautiful house. Maybe this house is so luxurious that
many of us can only dream of it. Maybe some of us live in elegant houses like this. No matter what,
looking at something beautiful is a different pleasure. The picture above shows a part of the landlady's
toilet room. The picture below shows a living room and the study room leading to it" ("Ev déseyelim,"
1944). In this example, the landlady term was used instead of woman. However, considering that the
target audience of this magazine was all members of society, it is noteworthy that the user was again
identified as a woman (Image 3).
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In this period, modern housing differed not only with its interior but also with its general design
approaches. The approach aimed to show and even teach Turkish people modern living by considering
the residential space as a whole. Simple yet functional houses with horizontal and linear designs, moving
away from traditional forms and unnecessary decorations, became popular. These houses had a very
different design from those of the previous period, reflecting the new cubic housing approaches. In the
Ev Kadin Magazine dated 1945, images of houses with different designs were shared, along with
information about how many people could live in the house, its plan, and usage. The magazine also
emphasized the importance of providing women with access to these modern houses, stating that every
woman deserves to live in a house that is both functional and aesthetically pleasing. Moreover, the need
to catch up with the trends of the developing world was also highlighted, suggesting that modern housing
was not only a matter of style but also a means of keeping up with the rest of the world. In the section
titled Her Ev Kadinimn Ozledigi Saadet Yuvasi Evier (Blissful Homes that Every Housewife Longs for)
there were explanations confirming this statement: "Every housewife's dream is to build a cute home.
While we hope that every Turkish woman can achieve this goal, we are also trying to research house
models that meet the changing tastes of the post-war world. In this issue, we present you three new types
of house models..." ("Her ev kadininin," 1945).

Image 3: Contents in which women themes were used as discourses
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The woman themes were also used visually in some of the Early Republican Period magazines. In these
publications, the topics of home, domestic life and social relations were generally expressed through
women. In the Ev ve Esya (House and Furniture) section of Yedigiin Magazine, dated 1934, the
bedroom design was mentioned, and the image of a woman reading a book in bed as a user was attached.
The following statements are noteworthy in the article: "We must insist that bedrooms be plain. Most of
us do not give importance to these rooms where we spend most of our lives. We find it excessive to
allocate even a quarter of the money we spend on guest rooms to these rooms. However, how beautiful
is the plain bedroom in the photo" ("Ev ve Esya," 1934a). Thus, the ideal bedroom design of the period,
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consisting of minimal and modern furniture, was linked to the representation of a sophisticated and well-
dressed woman who enjoyed reading (Image 4).

During this particular time, certain contents explicitly detailed the design aspects of residential spaces,
whereas some other topics were indirectly linked to housing and women. These depictions of women
effectively conveyed the content associated with housing and women, whether it directly focused on the
design elements of residential spaces or covered different topics. The use of woman figures added a
powerful element to the magazines, allowing readers to connect with the content on a deeper level and
providing a unique and memorable viewing experience. In an issue of Muhit Magazine published in
1929, the section titled Ev Hamimi Sahifesi (Housewife’s Page) the dishes that can be served at an
invitation were mentioned. However, the article began like this: "Have you noticed, there comes a time,
after midnight, in the festivities of winter nights, when your friends' fuss and the enthusiasm for dance
and entertainment begin to decrease; but an understanding host quickly finds relief in this tense moment,
because she realizes that the matter is quite simple: everyone is hungry. For this reason, by offering
some beautiful and delicious things that we do not know and do not expect at a time when we need it,
she makes us admire her ingenuity and grateful for her efforts..." ("Ev hanim sahifesi", 1929). The
article did not include any recipes until this point. Rather, it defined a particular lifestyle that was
visually linked to a place with modern furniture pieces and individuals dressed in a modern fashion.

Image 4: Contents in which women themes were used as images

Sou rce:("EV ve Esya," 1934a; "Ev hanimu sahifesi," 1929)

As in the previous example, it was possible to see the images of a reading woman frequently in the
contents of this period. In an issue of Muhit Magazine that was published in 1929, the importance of
windows in housing design was discussed. The article highlighted the various functions of windows:
"One of the most important issues to consider when building a house is the shape of the windows.
Windows have several functions: to show the outside, to let light in, to change the air inside the
building..." ("Pencereler," 1929). In this content, the explanation was supported by a modernly dressed
woman reading a book in front of the window. It is also noteworthy that the window was depicted as
open and looking out. Considering the issue of women's privacy in traditional Turkish life, the attitude
of this image that supports the understanding of modern life and its approach to women is very
conscious. In the Ev (Home) section of a 1939 issue of Yedigiin Magazine, whose different contents
were shared in the previous examples, it is seen that a man figure -who is presumably an architect-
presents a housing project to an elegantly dressed woman and a man ("Ev" 1939). As the magazine
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typically featured projects that aligned with the modern housing concept of the era, it can be inferred
that this image was also representative of this perspective.

Image 5: Contents in which women themes were used as images
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In the article titled Kibirli Kadin (Arrogant Woman), published in the 1944 issue of Yedigiin Magazine,
the attitudes, and behavioural patterns of women in society were mentioned. In one of the visuals
supporting the article, three stylishly dressed, well-groomed and smiling women were gathered around
a record player and choosing a record. The following statement under the photo was striking: "The first
characteristic of people who will be invited to a meeting is that they are humble and able to fit into the
atmosphere of that meeting group” (Cahit, 1944). In this example, the nature of an environment and
participants were defined, which were supported by images of modern women. The record player, which
was one of the modern elements of the period, the painting in a simple frame with thin slats hanging on
the wall, and the sideboard (or bookcase) with simple linear lines in the background provide clues about
the modern nature of the space.

During the Early Republic Period, magazines used a variety of techniques to express images, including
hand drawings, sketches, and photographs. In the Ev Is Magazine, Ismail Oygar, one of the Professors
of the Academy of Fine Arts, wrote an article titled "Ev Dekorasyonu™ (Home Decoration). The article
introduced the new spatial term "living room™ and provided information on how to furnish the space and
what kind of furniture to choose. The two-page text was supported by some hand-drawn sketches
depicting the interior (Oygar, 1950). In one of these images, a woman was drawn lying on a sofa and
reading a book. As mentioned in the previous examples, modern women were often associated with
reading and writing, and were depicted as self-confident, smiling, and modernly dressed.
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Image 6: Contents in which women themes were used as images
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Another instance where the female figure was used in media during the Early Republican Period was in
advertisements for household items. These advertisements specifically targeted the modern woman, who
was perceived as the main user of the household goods. The advertisements showcased images of
elegant, fashionable, and self-assured women, which further emphasized that the advertising was aimed
at women. These images were commonly seen in various advertisements of the period (Frigidaire, 1934;
Rca 1937).

Image 7: Contents in which women themes were used as images

Source: (Frigidaire, 1934; Rca 1937)

During this period, magazine contents describing the residences of famous Hollywood stars were also
frequently encountered. In these contents, the actress, who was generally famous, well-groomed, and
rich, was also described as a female figure who took care of her home. These contents also included
photos of the female stars themselves and their homes. In the issue of Yildiz Magazine published in
1942, the following sentences in the article titled Olivia’nin Evi (Olivia’s House) attracted attention:
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"Olivia knew how to furnish this house in a way that would be the envy of many young girls. Everything
is simple. But it was chosen with great care and taste". In the top right corner of the page is a photograph
of Olivia, a beautiful, elegant, and modern woman. Below it, there are images of different spaces in her
home. The following text below the images is noteworthy: "Above we see Olivia; next we see the lovely
star's breakfast room decorated in green and blue colours, below the simple but beautiful peach-coloured
bedroom..." ("Olivia’nin evi," 1942). A similar approach is noticeable in the section titled Laraine
Day’in Evinde (At Laraine Day's House) in the 1946 issue of the same magazine. At the beginning of
the article, there is a photograph of Laraine Day sitting on a garden furniture, dressed in sportswear,
with a tennis racket next to her. Although the main subject of the article is the female star's home, it
starts with the fact that she is a good housewife. "Laraine Day is a home-loving female star. She is proud
of being a true housewife before being an artist..." In the following sections of the article, there were
descriptions of the location, exterior and garden of the house. Here, simplicity and plainness were at the
forefront rather than luxurious details.: "Laraine's garden is covered with large and dense plane trees
rather than flowers...After entering the garden and walking a little, the lovely villa where Laraine lives
with her pilot husband Ray Hendricks comes into view. The villa is not different from an ordinary village
house with its grey stone walls and one storey..." ("Laraine Day’in evinde," 1946).

Image 8: Contents in which women themes were used as discourses and images

Results and recommendations

The Early Republic was a time of tremendous change and transformation across all aspects of life. In
this process of radical political, economic, cultural, and social changes, the housing space, which is the
most basic living unit, has also undergone a significant transformation. This period, in which the housing
was separated from traditional forms and reshaped under the influence of modern architecture, was also
experimental for Turkish society. Everything about form, material, structure, interior organization, and
furniture was reconsidered within the framework of modern architecture, and the housing space was
redesigned according to the contemporary life understanding and the standards of the new age.

The new living culture of the Early Republic also found a place in the media content that took on the
task of informing society. In this research made on the magazines of the period, it was seen that the
design standards of the new modern housing concept were shared with educational content. It is quite
remarkable that the house was associated with the image of the modern woman in these contents, which
were presented with an approach quite different from the traditional life culture. This period, in which
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social roles were redefined, was undoubtedly significant in terms of the existence of woman. The
invisible identity of the woman left its place to the new and modern woman image that exists in
education, business, and social life. The modern woman, actively present in social life, was also reflected
in the media as the primary determinant of the decisions about the housing space. In this context, the
woman figures in contents were used in different ways, visually in images and discursively in texts.

The magazines of the Early Republic played an essential role in changing the understanding of housing
and redefining the place of women in society with modernization discourses. This new understanding,
created by the media with the power of leading social perception, resulted in a new identity of the
residential space by breaking away from its traditional context. Considering the persuasive power of the
media on societies, its role in this radical change can be better comprehended.
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