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Abstract:    

Epidemic diseases are factors that affect the 
political, social, economic and cultural lives of 
humanity. The story of epidemics is determined by the 
activities of people. The Ottoman Empire, which served 
as a transition region, was also exposed to epidemics in 
almost every period of history. One of these epidemics 
is cholera. The disease covered almost the entire 
Ottoman geography in 1832. When the eastern 
provinces are examined, it is seen that the disease 
coming from Iran and Russia has shaken the region. 
When looked at within the scope of the subject, it is 
noticeable that Erzincan Sanjak, located within 
Erzurum Province, is located on important trade routes 
and is adjacent to Erzurum and Sivas provinces. For 
this reason, in the sanjak, which is located in an area 
prone to epidemics; Epidemics such as plague, 
smallpox, syphilis, measles, typhoid and cholera were 
felt throughout the 19th century. Cholera, one of the 
most effective of these diseases, has occasionally 
caused deaths in its mild and severe periods. In this 
study, using archive documents, the date on which 
cholera came to Erzincan Sanjak, the ways in which it 
spread, the appointment of doctors, the number of 
incidents and deaths in the sanjak, quarantine practices 
and other measures were emphasized. While discussing 
the subject, the situation of other sanjaks and districts 
of the province was also mentioned in order to 
understand more clearly where and how the disease 
reached Erzincan. Therefore, in this study, the impact 
of the cholera epidemic in the east of Anatolia was tried 
to be revealed in terms of military, administrative, 
medical and social aspects, centered on Erzincan. 
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EXTENDED SUMMARY 

Epidemic diseases are factors that affect the political, social, economic and cultural lives of humanity. 
The story of epidemics is determined by the activities of people. Considering that humans are one of the 
most important actors in the transmission of diseases, it is inevitable that these diseases will spread to 
larger regions through interaction between societies. Considering this situation, it can be said that 
migrations, wars and social developments are effective in the spread of epidemic diseases. This situation 
then brings about loss of life and property, migrations, taxes that cannot be collected from settlements 
due to the empty population, and economic collapse. 

The Ottoman Empire, which took on the task of being a transition region, was also exposed to epidemics 
in almost every period of history, due to its geographical location connecting Asia and Europe, its 
borders extending to the Middle East and Africa, and its location in the Mediterranean basin, the place 
of ancient civilizations. 

One of these epidemics is cholera. This disease, which is frequently seen in crowded groups living in 
poverty, communities affected by natural disasters and war environments, first reached the Anatolian 
and Mediterranean coasts from the Persian Gulf via Baghdad in 1822. By 1832, it had spread to almost 
the entire Ottoman geography. 

When the eastern provinces are examined, it is seen that the disease coming from Iran and Russia has 
shaken the region. When examined within the scope of the subject, it is seen that Erzincan and its 
surroundings were also affected by the epidemic diseases that occurred in various periods in the Ottoman 
Empire. Erzincan is located in the northwest of the Eastern Anatolia Region, in the Upper Euphrates 
section. This place has become open to wars, migrations and epidemics due to its location on important 
trade routes, being the only gateway to Anatolia for the roads coming from the Caucasus and Iran, and 
being adjacent to the provinces of Erzurum and Sivas, which are transit routes. 

While the epidemic diseases seen in Erzincan were sometimes limited to a few cases, sometimes they 
became major epidemics. Epidemics such as plague, smallpox, syphilis, measles, typhoid and cholera 
made themselves felt in the sanjak throughout the 19th century. However, compared to other epidemic 
diseases, cholera epidemics have caused more serious consequences. The disease, which sometimes 
caused deaths in its mild and severe periods, was seen in 1852, 1861, 1865, 1890, 1894, and the 
epidemics especially in 1892 and 1908 were more serious than other years. Additionally, between 1893 
and 1910, cholera cases that were local and did not turn into an epidemic occurred many times. 

While discussing the subject, the situation of other sanjaks and districts of the province was also 
mentioned in order to understand more clearly where and how the disease reached Erzincan. The disease 
had a significant impact on the people living in the surrounding provinces and sanjaks, Erzincan Sanjak 
and Erzincan districts in the late 19th century. Some measures were taken to intervene in the spread of 
the cholera epidemic in Erzincan center and surrounding areas and to treat those who became ill. Some 
of these are as follows: It was to ensure quarantine and cordon enforcement against the danger of cholera 
epidemic in Erzincan and surrounding provinces such as Erzurum, Trabzon and Sivas. Quarantine was 
one of the main measures taken. Quarantine is defined as the detention of humans or other creatures in 
risky areas where the disease may be transmitted for approximately 40 days until it is determined that 
they do not carry the disease. 

Apart from this, sanitary measures were taken by appointing doctors and pharmacists to the regions 
where epidemics occurred. The government decided to have a sanitary inspector, local doctor, 
pharmacist and pharmacist in every town, town and province, and appointed more than 30 local doctors. 
More doctors were appointed to places deemed necessary during quarantines and their salaries were 
increased. Physicians are assigned to serve personally in cases of infectious diseases and epidemics. In 
addition, while treating the sick in the regions they visited, they also informed the uneducated and 
uninformed public to protect themselves against ongoing epidemics. Thus, they tried to achieve the basic 
goals of the government by protecting not only the health of individuals but also the health of the society. 
Doctors were assigned to fight cholera, which also occurred in Erzincan, and they were employed in 
quarantines. The government also cared about the motivation of these appointed doctors. There were 
some privileges, such as salary raises and allowance payments, to encourage doctors sent to regions 
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where the epidemic occurred.
two of the medical captains assigned to Erzincan in 1894, were increased by a factor of one and they 
were started to work in the region by paying their allowances and medical expenses. 

However, there were cases when the number of physicians did not meet the need during periods when 
epidemics occurred in many provinces at the same time. Therefore, the problem was tried to be solved 
by sending immunization officers or doctors from surrounding settlements instead of doctors. In 
addition, various problems have been experienced in quarantine centers from time to time due to lack 
of supplies. Especially in 1910, a copy of the certificate of the Erzincan Administrative Council was 
submitted to the Ministry of Internal Affairs regarding the issue, and it was stated that the activities in 
the quarantines established in the Erzincan Sanjak against the disease could not be continued due to the 
inadequacy of the facilities, and that an allowance of 20
necessary materials. 
conditions of the state and indifference to the cholera epidemic seen in the provinces. It was also stated 
that it was not necessary to provide an allowance as there had been no new cases of cholera in the 
province for 15 days. 

In this study, using archive documents, the date on which cholera came to Erzincan Sanjak, the ways in 
which it spread, the appointment of doctors, the number of incidents and deaths in the sanjak, quarantine 
practices and other measures were emphasized. Therefore, in this study, the impact of the cholera 
epidemic on the eastern Anatolia was tried to be revealed in terms of military, administrative, medical 
and social aspects, centered on Erzincan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


