Turkologia

Ne 1(117), 2024

Elyor ALIMARDANOV

Alisher Navoi Tashkent State University of Uzbek Language and Literature PhD student,
Tashkent, Uzbekistan (alifiroqiy.95@gmail.com)
https://orcid.org/ 0009-0007-5889-6371

THE NUMBER OF VOWELS IN THE UZBEK AND
TURKMAN DIALECTS OF THE KHORAZM DIALECT
ZONE’

Abstract: The languages of Uzbekistan and Turkmen, which are
historically part of the Oghuz group of Turkic languages in the
Khorezm dialectal zone, share some similarities and some differences
(isoglosses). Phonetics, which includes the vowel system, clearly
demonstrates these similarities and distinctions. The phonological
system of the Old Turkic language is known to contain § vowel
phonemes. The preservation of similar traits in the vocalism of these
languages differs due to historical evolution, influence from sister and
non-sister languages (metization and hybridization), and other factors.
Tajik and Uzbek dialects have been in close and constant contact,
resulting in the intermingling of Tajik and Uzbek features in these
dialects. Uzbek and Turkmen dialects belonging to the Oghuz group,
which historically lived in the same area, have their own
characteristics, which differ from other dialects of the Uzbek and
Turkmen languages, and which are unique to the Uzbek and Turkmen
dialects of this area. For example, under the influence of the Uzbek
literary language, the back row, semi-labial, low-wide vowel a began
to be actively used in the Uzbek dialects of the dialectal zone. For
example, like alij, ammavij. Accordingly, this vowel began to appear
sporadically in the Turkmen dialects of the zone. The article provides
information about the common signs of vowel sounds in the Uzbek
and Turkmen languages of the zone according to the sign of quality.
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XOPE3M JIMAJIEKTLIIIK AUMAFBIHBIH 63BEK )KOHE
TYPIKMEH JUAJIEKTUVIEPIHIAEI'T JAYBICTbBI
JABIBBICTAP CAHBI

Angarna: Tapuxu TypreigaH Xope3M IHANCKTITIK alMarbIHIAFbI
TYPKI TUIAEPiHIH OFbI3 TOOBIHA JKaTaThlH ©30€K JKOHE TYPIKMEH
TUIJEpiHe OpPTaK >KoHE 9pTYypUli acnekriiep (u3ornocc) 6ap. Mynnai
OPTaKTHIK TCH epeKmemikTep (oHeTHKana, OHBIH IMIHAEC MAyBICTHI
OBIOBIC  JKyMeciHme alikelH Oalikamanmel. KeHe Typki TimiHIH
(hOHONOTHAIBIK JKyHeciHae 8 maybeIcThl (oHeMa Oap eKeHi Oenrimi.
TybIcKaH XoHE TYBICKAaH eMeC TULAEPAIH TapuxH AaMybl, BIKIAJbI
(MeTm3amust xoHe OymaHAACTBIPY) HOTIKECIHAE Oyl TinAepAiH
BOKANM3MIHZETI opraKk Oenrimepniy cakramysl Oiprmeil  emec.
3eprreymizae ©30€K TUTIHIH KalaldblK JKOHE KaNalbIK THIITET]
JIMAJICKTIIEPiHIH TOKIK TUTIMEH THIFBI3 )KOHE TYPAKThl OaiJIaHBICHIHBIH
HOTWXKECIHJE OyJl JAWaNieKTiiepie TKIK DIEeMEHTTEpiHIH OoyHl,
COHBIMEH KaTap TOXIK TUIHAE 6©30€eK »JJIEMEHTTEpiHIH O0O0Iybl
nmonenaeHni. Tapuxka ke3 »Kyriprcek, Oip aiimMakra emip cypreH
OFBI3ZIAp TOOBIHA >KAaTaThIH ©30€K KOHE TYPIKMEH IHaJeKTiLIepiHiH
OCHI aiiMaKTarbl ©30€K oHE TYPKIMEH JnalIeKTiJiepiHe FaHa TOH ©30eK
JKOHE TYPIKMEH TUIIEpiHiH 0acka IWaNeKTiepiHeH epeKIIeJIeHEeTiH
o3iHmIK epekmrenikTepi Oap. Mpeicamer, ©30ek omedu  TiNiHIH
BIKNABIMEH IHANEKTLTIK aliMaKTBIH ©30€K AMaleKTUIepiHAe apTKbI
KaTapiel, JKapThUIail epiHIiK, ajaca KeH JaybIiCcTBI a OeJceHIl
KoniaHbuia 0actaznpl. Mbicansl, alij, ammavij cusikrel. TuiciHie, Oy
JAYBICTHI IBIOBIC alfMAKTHIH TYPIKMEH TUANICKTLUIEPiHAe OKTBIH-OKTHIH
KepiHe Oacrtanmel. Makanama cama OenriciHe Kapail aiiMakTHIH ©30eK
JKOHE TYPKIMEH TUIIEpIHAeri JaybICThl  JIBIOBICTAp/BIH  OpTaK
Oenriiepi Typajibl MAJIIMETTEp OCpiIreH.

KiaT ce3mep. e30¢k Tii, TypiKMEH TiJli, XOpe3M THAJICKTLIIK aliMaFhbI,
OFBI3 JINAJIEKTI, KBITIIIAK JHAIeKTi, POHETHKA, TaybICTHI IbIOBICTAD

Introduction. Despite having its roots in Uzbek linguistics, the idea
of splitting dialects into dialectal zones was not developed until much later.
The Uzbek language massif was separated into 11 dialectal zones and a-
zonal regions by the research of A. Jorayev ([Ixypaes, 1991, 65). Prior to
being divided into these zones, descriptive and areal methodologies were
used to study the language and geography of Uzbek dialects. V.V. Reshetov,
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Sh. Shoabdurahmonov (1962), A. Shermatov (1981), Y. Ibrohimov (2000),
K. Muhammadjonov (1988), N. Murodov (2006), 1. Darveshov (2019), Z.
Ibrohimova (2009), and N. Rahmonovlar (2019) were there when these cases
were decided. According to Djurayev (1991, 66), the fulfillment of the urban
dialect's focal point receives the majority of emphasis in the dialectal zone.
Based on the findings of the area-wide research, the dialect of the city is
identified as the dialectal zone, where it predominates and continuously
influences the dialects around it. The city's historically formed dialect, its
distinct position as the hub of political, economic, and cultural activities, the
participation of representatives of various dialects and languages of this
zone, as well as their literary language, all contribute to the dominance of the
city dialect. When residents of this city listen to speeches in their own
dialect, it is evident that they pronounce some words in that dialect
themselves. Thus the center of the Khorezm dialectal zone is the languages
of the cities of Urganch and Khiva. The fundamental dialect provides the
basis for communication between speakers of the Turkmen, Kazakh,
Karakalpak, and Oghuz dialects as well as other languages in the dialectal
zone.

Methods. The work examined the number of vowels in the Turkmen
and Uzbek languages in the Khorezm dialectal zone (per A. Jorayev's
zoning). Work will be implemented in the Khorezm dialectal zone (Urgench,
Koshkopir, Shavot, Bogot, Yangiarik, Tuprokkala districts) in March-June
2022, and in the South Karakalpakstan districts (Tortkol, Ellikkala, Beruniy,
Amudarya) in February 2023. During work, local Uzbek and Turkmen
dialect spokespeople were interviewed, questionnaires were completed, and
dialectological materials were gathered. As a result, changes resulting from
the interaction of nearby languages and dialects in the following period were
identified by comparing the vowel system of the now extant dialects with
studies on the phonetics of Uzbek and Turkmen dialects in this region. The
paper made good use of dialectometry, contactological analysis, descriptive,
comparative, comparative-historical, and linguistic geography approaches.

Results. F. Abdulayev (1961) investigated the phonetics of the Uzbek
dialects of the Khorezm dialectal zone (though not under the same term), and
S. Arazguliyev (1961) studied the phonetics of the Turkmen dialects during
the 1960s of the previous century. Vowel phonemes in Khorezm Oguz
dialects are i/i (i/b), 1 (b1), 1 (B), u (y), U (Y), € (3), 0, 0 (), a, 4 (9), according
to scientist F. Abdullayev while in Kipchak dialects, there are 9 /1 (i/p), 1
(), u(y), 0 (Y), e (e), 0,0 (o), a,  (3). (Abmymmaen 1961, 37). The phoneme
i (b1), as in Tatar, Kazakh, Uyghur, Karakalpak, and Nogai languages, has
been decreased in Uzbek and has become a short pronounced 1 (b) sound,
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according to Russian Turkologists B.A. Serebrennikov and N.Z. Gadjiyeva
highlights (CepebpennukoB, I'amkueBa, 1986, 21). F. Abdullayev
(Abnynmaes, 1961, 37) The phoneme i (1) has historically been preserved in
the Oghuz dialects, in contrast to the Kipchak dialects of Khorezm. It can be
used in both root and word-formation and declension affixes (yilaj, xirs,
xijal, sir, ajasi, jatsi, a:diyiz, alin). It has standard short and long types that
serve to distinguish meaning, as in Turkmen (siz, Ki'z, Kir, i:r, iy, iy / i7B,
Ci / Cix, ¢iti / ¢iix), as well as in root words in Oghuz dialects. Even if the
meaning is the same, he attempts to demonstrate this by citing the long
pronunciation (xi:n, jasi:n, mi:x / mijx, sizx). Our expedition in the dialectal
zone confirmed the existence of the phoneme i (1), as noted by the scientist
in the Khorezm Oghuz dialects.

The dialect of Tortkol Turkmens was divided into two groups by S.
Arazguliyev, a scientist who studied the dialect of Karakalpak Turkmens
(ApaskynbieB, 1961, 21). The first group has 18 in terms of length-shortness
in Turkmen dialects influenced by the Karakalpak language, and the second
group is the impact of Uzbek language in Turkmen dialects which there are
fifteen vowels in the note. The scientist observes that vowels are phonemes
that can be either long or short, and that in Turkmen dialects belonging to the
second group, there is no long version of the vowels e (3), u (y), ii (y). Thus,
based on the quality of the vowels, it is known that both groups of dialects
have nine vowels (i, i, e, 4, a, i, u, 6, 0). The phoneme 1 (1) in Kipchak
languages has been replaced by full v (»). In monosyllabic and polysyllabic
words, the phoneme i (1) is reduced to short v (b) before voiceless
consonants. Additionally, the first syllable is open, the second syllable starts
with a voiceless consonant observed when it comes between two voiceless
consonants in an unstressed syllable (Nartyyew, 2010, 105). Turkmen
dialects are known to have shortened and weakly spoken vowel phonemes
(Amancapeies, 970, 70). There are four distinct types of vowels in Turkmen
dialectology, based on their length and shortness (Amancapsies, 970, 67).
There are four types of vowels: long, semi-long, regular, pronounced, and
short (reduced, illogical). Let's address vowel pronunciation in isolation.

Scientist S. Arazguliyev, however, skips over discussing the Tortkol
Turkmen dialect's short-reduced vowels. The Turkmen dialect of the area
was arranged by the scientist in a broad, mostly descriptive manner, with
consideration to phonetics, morphology, and lexicon. It appears that he had
no intention of delving deeper into these topics. But the Turkmen dialect of
the area was first classified by scientist A. Shikhiyev, who grouped the
Bukhara Turkmen dialect, into three vowel categories: long, short, and
reduced (Illuxues, 1996, 15). Turkic languages can be divided into three
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categories based on how long or short a vowel is pronounced: long vowels,
short (normative), and very short (Shcherbak, 1970, 47). Reduced vowels
were found in the dialect of the Turkmen people living in the Khorezm
dialectal zone, according to the findings of an expedition conducted there. It
was discovered that, the reduction of narrow vowels (i, i, ii, u) was
determined in areal: alaris (Tazabagh), giryic / yirypi¢ (Bezirgan), fir / bir
(Kaltaminar), bina:ji (Atayurt), oruni (Kaltaminar), koriiner / gériiner
(Tazabagh), as well as partially middle wide o and lower wide a vowels are
lip-lab v and voiceless. Following consonants, it sounds weak: qularqa //
yulalga (Amir Temur) So:rwe (Kaltaminar), juwas (Atayurt) alaca
(Sarimay), etc. In the Turkmen language and dialects, the vowel i (») is not
recognized as a separate phoneme, unlike the Uzbek language and dialects.
Instead, its presence in spoken language is regarded as a phonetic
phenomena. However, the extent of reduced vowel usage is growing because
Turkmen dialects in the dialectal zone are heavily influenced by Uzbek
dialects. It is possible to notice that some terms, such as gdldi / gdldi / geldi /
geldi, are occasionally pronounced in two different ways: in the usual short
and short-reduction cases (Shikhabad, Tazabagh). In locations with
intermediate dialects, these cases are primarily common.

Regarding the vowel i (i), according to F.Abdullayev, it is more stable
and precise at the beginning of words (absolute case) than the vowel i in
Central Uzbek dialects: it, ilik, ilim, innd (needle), iji (brother). In the
Tashkent dialect, this sound is steady and clear, unlike i (%) in words like
bir, birdv, dil, dildk, although it gets significantly weaker in the middle and
at the conclusion of the word (A6aymnaeB, 1961, 130). Contrary to the
Tashkent and central dialects, the primary reason the scientist used the
transcription symbol for the short-reduced variant of the vowel »b in
Khorezm dialects was to differentiate the sign i (i) in those dialects from the
indifferent vowel, which is thought to be the outcome of the convergence of
bl and i was.

Discussion. It is noteworthy that for the next sixty years, the Uzbek
literary language had a significant influence on the Oghuz dialects of
Khorezm, leading to the vowel i (b) becoming an independent phoneme.
Additionally, social events such interprovincial marriages also contributed to
its development. Additionally, although if the scientist does not list the
vowel i (b) as a distinct phoneme, we can see that it is frequently used in the
terms included in the Khorezm dialect dictionary. We have a number of
examples to support our claims.
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1. The arrival position of vowel i is set. In some cases, such as biz >
biz, siz > siz, bir > bir, bildn > bildn / vildn, nisatib, the vowel i between lip
and tongue consonants changes to i.

2. iis also seen in affixes, which broadens its range of applications.
The i position is used to enunciate practically all affixes.

Regarding length-shortness, it is fair to categorise the vowel
composition of the Uzbek dialects of the Khorezm dialectal zone into three
groups, similar to the Turkmen dialects of Bukhara: short-reduced vowels,
regular short vowels, and long vowels. The stage of reduction is noted in
vowels other than the sounds i, 1 in the dialectal zone of Uzbekistan. As an
illustration, consider the upper, narrow, lipped vowel i, u, which is
the vowel i is mostly found in the word's initial syllable, according to F.
Abdullayev, and it is also employed in subsequent syllables alongside the
consonants v and m (A6aymiaes, 1960, 39). It is clear that the vowel i is
pronounced in its shortened form in the syllables that follow. According to
the scientist, the vowel u is sounded almost identically like v in some
instances, such as vuna (u ja:na), qulag / sulay, ulaq / ulay, put, uc
(Abmynnaes, 1960, 39). One might expect that when u is sounded closer to 1,
this sound location will weaken, as the examples demonstrate. This position,
however, is in the phonetic process; it is not active until the vowels i, 1. As a
result, it cannot become a distinct phoneme.

High narrow non-labial vowels contrast phonologically with long
vowels with standard short vowels and standard short vowels with extremely
short or reduced vowels, according to general-specific properties. A.M.
Shcherbak also notes that these vowels contradict one another (Illepbak,
1970, 47).

i > i — i
! ! !
i — i — 1

As a result, there are 3 different types of vowels in the Khorezm
dialectal zone that are distinguished by their length-shortness: normal short,
long, and short-reduced (i, v).

According to F. Abdullayev (1961), the semi-labialized vowel a (0) in
Uzbek literary language and central dialects is a variation of the universal
back vowel a in Khorezm dialects. This vowel has become more common in
Khorezm dialects due to a variety of socioeconomic factors, particularly in
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young people's speech. Words like alij, ammavij, miljan, nagiran which are
frequently employed in literary language, demonstrate this. However, this
vowel is not strong enough to be considered a separate phoneme.
Furthermore, as the semi-labialized a vowel is becoming more widely used
in Uzbek dialects of the Khorezm dialectal zone, we can observe that this
condition also occurs in Turkmen dialects of the dialectal zone, including
alij, alamsumil, Ozbekistan. The influence on Khorezm dialects, and
therefore on Turkmen dialects, is lessening due to the Uzbek literary
language. This means that this vowel sound only seldom appears in Turkmen
dialects, mostly in active and possessive words when there is interreference
in the speech situation.

According to F. Abdullayev (1961), Khorezm dialects occasionally
use the sound € between 4 and e. However, our most recent observations
indicate that this sound has entirely transitioned to a.

Conclusion. Language (dialect) is a social phenomena that changes
over time in relationship to society. The coexistence of speakers of one
language (dialect) with speakers of another dialect in the same setting as a
community, as well as the similarities in their respective cultures and
lifestyles, all contribute to the formation of mutual characteristics in the
languages and dialects. Language elements (isoglosses) from the first are
absorbed into the second, or the other way around. Due to the influence of
the Urgench and Khiva dialects on the surrounding Kipchak dialects as well
as the Turkmen dialects, the Uzbek literary language had a significant
impact on the Uzbek dialects of the Khorezm dialectal zone in the later
period. This was due to the base dialect serving as the focal point between
the Uzbek and Turkmen languages. Regarding the quantity of vowel
phonemes (dialects), the following deductions might be made:

— the data reported by F. Abdullayev (1961) remains valid, although
the short vowel i in Khorezm Oghuz languages has evolved into a separate
phoneme over time for a variety of sociocultural reasons. This can be
attributed, first and foremost, to the influence of the nearby Kipchak dialects
and the Uzbek literary language, which was developed on the basis of the
Qarluq dialect;

— the vowel a has a wider range of applications due to the
considerable impact of Uzbek literature, however this does not reflect the
phonemic level;

— consequently, the quality indication indicates that the number of
vowels in Khorezm dialects might reach up to 11. There are nine vowels in
Turkmen languages;
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— while the usage of reduced vowels is growing in Turkmen dialects,
they do not express the status of a phoneme, short-reduced vowels i, 1 in the
dialectal zone of Uzbekistan have the status of a separate phoneme. The
Urgench and Khiva dialects, along with the nearby Kipchak dialects affected
by the Uzbek literary language, are responsible for this outcome;

— additionally, the a vowel in the central-city dialects and the Uzbek
literary language started to emerge in the Turkmen dialects of the dialectal
zone.

Front row Front-middle row | Middle-back row | Back row
Unlab | Lab | unlabiali | labial | unlabiali | labial | Unlabi | lab
ialize | ial zed zed alized | ial
d
Narrow i, i i i u
vowels
Semi-short | e 1
vowels 0 0
Broad a a (a)
vowels
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Oz: Harezm diyalekt bolgesinde turki dillerin Oguz grubuna mensup
Ozbek ve Tiirkmen dillerinde ortak ve farkli, dzellikler (izoglassalar)
mevcuttur. Bunun gibi ortak ve farkli hususlar fonetikada, bu
climleden olmak {izere tnliler sisteminde acikga goriimektedir.
Bilindigi {izere, eski Tiirk dilinin fonolojik sisteminde 8 tnlii ses
mevcuttur. Tarihi gelisim, kardes ve kardes olmayan dillerin
(metisatsiyon ve gibridizatsiyon) etkisi neticesinde bu dillerin
vokalizminde ortak 6zelliklerin korunmast aym degildir. Ozbek dilinin
sehir ve sehir konumundaki agizlariin Tacik diliyle yakin ve siirekle
iligkisi sonucunda, bu agizlarda Tacik unsurlarmin mevcut oldugu,
bunun yanm1 swa Tacik dilinde Ozbekge unsurlarin mevcutlugu
arastirmalar sonucunda miisahade edilmis bulunmaktadir. Tarihten bir
arealde yasayan Oguz grubuna mensup Ozbek ve Tiirkmen agizlarinda
kendine 6z &zelliklerle birlikte Ozbek va Tiirkmen dillerinin diger
agizlarindan farkli, ancak bu arealdeki Ozbek ve Tiirkmen agizlarina
mahsus 6zelliklere de meydana gelmistir. Ornegin, Ozbek edebi dili
etkisinde bolge hududunun agizlarinda kalin (arka sira), yari
duduklanan, asagi-genis a unlisii faal kullanilmaya baglamistir.
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Mesela: alij, ammavij gibi. Buna gore, bu iinlii bolgenin Tirkmen
agizlarinda da sporadik (arasira) rastlamaktadir. Makalede bolgedeki
Ozbek ve Tiirkmen dillerindeki iinlii sesbirimlerinin genel 6zellekleri
hakkinda bilgi verilecektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Ozbek dili, Tirkmen dili, Harezm dialekt
bolgesi, Oguz lehgesi, Kipgak lehgesi, fonetika, {inliiler

(Elyor ALIMARDANOV. HAREZM DIYALEKT
BOLGESINDEKI OZBEK VE TURKMEN LEHCELERINDE
UNLU SESBIRIMLERININ SAYISI)

AnHoTanusi: SI3pikun  Y30ekuCTaHa M TYpKMEHCKOTO  SI3bIKa,
HUCTOPUYECKU BXOIAIIME B OrY3CKYyI0 TPYNIY TIOPKCKUX S3BIKOB
XOpe3MCKOM JMAJCKTHOM 30HBI, MMEIOT HEKOTOPbIE CXOACTBA MU
HEeKOTOpble pa3nuuusi  (u3orioccel). @oHETHKa, BKIIOYAIOIIAs
CHCTEMYy TJACHBIX, HAarJISAHO JIEMOHCTPUPYET OJTH CXOJCTBA U
pasnuyusi. W3BectHO, 4TO (oHONOTNUECKAS cucrema
JIPEBHETIOPKCKOTO s3bIKa CONEPKUT 8 riacHeIX (GoueM. CoxpaHeHHe
CXOJHBIX YePT B BOKAIM3ME THX S3BIKOB Pa3INIacTCsl B 3aBUCHMOCTH
OT  HCTOPUYECKONW  JIBOJIOLMH,  BIMSHUS ~ CECTPUHCKHX |
HECECTPUHCKUX S3BIKOB (METH3alMsi W THOpHMAM3aUWsA) U JPYTUX
(aktopoB. TamkukcKkuil M y30eKCKHH OWAJeKTHl HAXOIWINCH B
TECHOM W TIOCTOAHHOM KOHTAKTC, 4YTO IMPHUBCIO K CMCHICHUIO
TaJDKUKCKUX U y30€KCKMX 4YepT B ITHUX JHajJeKTaX. Y30eKCKHH W
TYpKMEHCKUWA  JUaJEeKThl, OTHOCAIMECS K TpyIIne  Ory3o0B,
UCTOPHYECKH OOWTAaBIIMX Ha OJHOH TEPPUTOPUH, HMEIOT CBOH
0COOCHHOCTH, OTIMYAIOUIMECS OT APYIHX IUAJIEKTOB Y30€KCKOro M
TYPKMEHCKOTO  SI3bIKOB M TIPHCYIME TOJBKO Yy30€KCKMM U
TYPKMEHCKUM JHMaleKTaM »3Toil Tepputopuu. Hampumep, mon
BIIMSTHUEM Y30€KCKOTO JIMTEPaTypHOTO S3bIKa B Y30€KCKHX T'OBOpAx
JIUAJIEKTHOM 30HBI CTaJ aKTHBHO YIOTPEOJSATHCS 3aJHUHA  psij,
MONYTYOHBIN, MaNoOmMpOKHHd TiacHe a. Hampumep, xak alij,
ammavij. COOTBETCTBEHHO, 3Ta TJlacHas CTaja CHOPATUIECKU
TOSBIIATECS. B TYPKMEHCKHX JAMANIEKTaX 30HBI. B craThe mpuBemeHs!
cBegeHuss 00 OOMMX TpPH3HAKaX TJACHBIX 3BYKOB B Y30EKCKOM H
TYPKMEHCKOM SI3bIKaX 30HBI 110 IPU3HAKY KauecTBa.

KialouyeBble cii0oBa: y30eKCKHH  SI3BIK, TYPKMEHCKHH  S3BIK,
Xope3Mmckast IuajeKkTHas 30HAa, OrY3CKUM [HalleKT, KbIMYaKCKUM
JUaekT, poHeTHKa, rIacHbIe

Aaép  AJUMAPJIAHOB. UYHUCJO TIJACHBIX B
Y3BEKCKOM /| TYPKMAHCKUX  JIMAJIEKTAX
XOPA3MCKOM JUAJEKTHOM 30HBI)
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