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Abbasiler déneminde, miladi 869-883 arasinda gerceklesen ve Sii lider Ali b. Muhammed’in bagini ¢ektigi
‘zenci isyan1’ iizerine Prof. Dr. Mustafa Demirci’nin kaleme almis oldugu “Siyah Ofke: Orta¢ag Islam
Diinyasinda Zenci Kélelerin Isyani (869-883)” baslikli monografi ¢alismasi; hem konusu hem de yazarin meseleyi
ele alis tarz1 ve bakis agist bakimindan 6nemli ¢aligmalarin baginda gelmektedir. Konuyla ilgili temel kaynaklar
ve modern aragtirmalar kullanilarak zengin bir akademik literatiirle hazirlanmis olan c¢alismada; olayin
gerceklestigi cografya, isyanin sebepleri ve yayginlagsmasi, isyan1 bastirmak i¢in yapilan savaslar ve savas
teknikleri, isyanin geride biraktig1 hasarin kisa ve uzun vadeli etkileri gibi konular kronolojik siraya gore akademik
bir perspektiften ele alinmistir. Zenci ayaklanmasi, aslen beyaz olan ve Hz. Ali’nin soyundan geldigini 6ne siiren
Ali b. Muhammed’in (6. 883), Basra ve ¢evresindeki biiyiik ¢iftliklerde zor sartlar altinda ¢aligan zenci koleleri
organize etmesi sonucu 869’da Basra batakliklarinda baglamis ve isyan kisa siirede biiyliyerek yayilmistir. Aslen
zenci olmayan birinin zenci ayaklanmasinda basat rol oynamasi hem tarihsellik baglaminda toplum i¢i giic
mucadelesine giizel bir 6rnek, hem de donemin Bagdat kozmopolitliginde Afrika etnik grubunun bu gii¢

* Bu aragtirma siirecinde; TR Dizin 2020 kurallar1 kapsaminda “Yiiksekogretim Kurumlar: Bilimsel Arastirma ve
Yayin Etigi Yonergesinde” yer alan tim kurallara uyulmus ve yonergenin ikinci boliimiinde yer alan “Bilimsel
Aragtirma ve Yayin Etigine Aykir1 Eylemlerden” higbiri gergeklestirilmemistir. Ayrica bu arastirma “Etik Kurul
I[zni” gerektirmeyen bir calismadir.
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miicadelesindeki roliinii anlamak agisindan oldukg¢a énemlidir. Isyam bastirmakla gorevlendirilen Abbasi Halifesi
Mu’temid Alallah’in (843-892) kardesi Muvaffak Billah (843-891), ¢etin miicadelelerden sonra asilere karsi galip
gelmis, isyanin lideri Ali b. Muhammed’in 883 yilinda dldiiriilmesiyle isyan sona ermistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Abbasiler, Ali bin Muhammed, Zenci, Isyan, Kéle.

During the Abbasid period, Prof. Dr. Mustafa Demirci's monograph on the 'black
rebellion' that took place between 869-883 A.D. and was led by the Shiite leader Ali b.
Muhammad, titled "Black Rage: The Rebellion of Zanj Slaves in the Medieval Islamic World
(869-883)" by Prof. Dr. Mustafa Demirci is one of the most important studies both in terms of
its subject matter and the author's approach and perspective on the subject.

The study, which was prepared with a rich academic literature using basic sources and
modern research on the subject, deals with issues such as the geography of the event, the causes
and spread of the rebellion, the wars and warfare techniques to suppress the rebellion, the short
and long-term effects of the damage left behind by the rebellion from an academic perspective
in chronological order.

The Abbasid rule has an important place in the historical experience of Islamic society in
the political, military, religious, social, economic and cultural fields, since it constituted a long
period of time compared to other rulers in Islamic history. Likewise, during this period when
the Abbasids were in power, many important events that affected the society and the caliphate
took place. One of them was the Zanj Rebellion, which emerged as an important period for the
Abbasids and left the state in a difficult situation.

This rebellion started in 863 and lasted for 14 years. The Zanj Rebellion differs from the
other rebellions that took place due to its position in Islamic history, its masses and the fact that
it included more than one sectarian element. Ali b. Muhammad claimed to be a descendant of
the Prophet Ali and although he was not originally a black person, he started a rebellion by
gathering a mass of black people working on large farms.

The fact that a non-black person played a leading role in the black revolt is both a good
example of intra-communal power struggle in the context of historicity and very important in
terms of understanding the role of the African ethnic group in this power struggle in the
cosmopolitan Baghdad of the period.

The Zanj Rebellion started in the marshes of Basra in 869 as a result of Ali b. Muhammad
(d. 883), who was originally white and claimed to be a descendant of the Prophet Ali (d. 883),
organizing black slaves working under difficult conditions in the large farms in and around
Basra, and the rebellion grew and spread in a short time.

Muwaffak Billah (843-891), the brother of the Abbasid Caliph Mu’temid Alallah’in (843-
892), who was assigned to suppress the rebellion, was victorious against the rebels after tough
struggles, and the rebellion ended with the killing of the leader of the rebellion, Ali b.
Muhammad, in 883.

To be examined the work consists of an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion: In
the introduction (pp. 1-32), the purpose, importance, rationale, methodology and sources used
in the study are explained, and the situation of the Abbasid State before the black revolt is
mentioned.

In Chapter One (pp. 33-88), under the title "The Causes and Roots of the Rebellion", the
geography of the rebellion, the natural features of the marshland, the economic opportunities
provided by these natural features, and the social groups and structures produced by these
opportunities were tried to be revealed. The emergence of large farms created by draining the
marsh near Basra during the Umayyad period is pointed out, and then, with the Abbasid period,
the establishment of farms for commercial purposes due to the orientation of commercial capital
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towards land in the region and the establishment and employment of slaves to meet the labor
force needed in these farms are examined. In this section, the infrastructure of the process
leading up to the rebellion and the major milestones related to the rebellion are also mentioned.

In the Second Chapter (pp. 89-166), under the title "The Beginning of the Rebellion and
its Brightest Years", after briefly providing information about the life of the leader of the
rebellion, 'Ali b. Muhammad, the developments that led him to such a rebellion were tried to
be revealed in connection with the process that the Abbasids went through just before the
rebellion. Then, Ali b. Muhammad's journey to Bahrain, his first attempts there, and the events
that took place during the five-year period from the time he actually started the rebellion are
discussed. Then, the actual start of the rebellion, the strengthening of the rebels and their
destruction of the cities of lower Irag by becoming an invincible force against the Abbasids are
analyzed in chronological order.

Chapter Three (pp. 167-222) is titled "The Suppression of the Rebellion” and in this
chapter, detailed information about the suppression of the rebellion given by the sources is
summarized. It is a descriptive account of a four-year arduous struggle that began with the siege
of the cities founded by the blacks by the Abbasids.

The Abbasid army, under the command of Muwaffak-Billah, followed a good strategy
and besieged the rebels in the capital city of Mukhtara, which was established by the rebellious
blacks, and the events that took place in the last period of three years, until the fall of the city
after fierce clashes and the end of the rebellion with the killing of the black leader Ali b.
Muhammad, are described. Again in this section, the vivid descriptions of the events that took
place draw the reader into the conditions of the time and give the reader the opportunity to look
at the events from the perspective of history.

In Chapter Four (pp. 223-276); "The Organizational Structure and Effects of the Zanj
Rebellion™ provides information about the internal order and organizational structure of the
rebels. In this chapter, the ideas, program and sectarian views of the Zanj leader are discussed
and it is tried to determine what the true beliefs of the Zanjes, who put forward ideas mixed
with Shiism and Kharicism, were. Then, the political, military and administrative organizations
of the rebels and their peculiarities in this field were investigated. The economic resources of
the rebels and their economic relations with other social groups such as Bedouins, peasants and
merchants are among the main topics covered in this section.

Again in this section, how the black rebellion affected the Abbasids, who were in the
process of disintegration, the signs of weakness in the central authority, and the relationship
between this rebellion and the contraction in the economic and financial structure are discussed
and analyzed.

The conclusion (pp. 277-280) brings to an end with a general evaluation of the study.

In conclusion, the study is an important reference source for academics and researchers
interested in the field because it is prepared using a rich academic literature, it is one of the first
studies in its field, it deals with the issues in a holistic and systematic manner, the author's
command of the subject, original comments and evaluations, and it provides a serious literature
contribution to the academic researches to be conducted in its field. On the other hand, the
findings obtained in the study are also very important in terms of the causes of the black
rebellion, its historical background, its social movement dimension, the structural analysis of
the society in which the rebellion occurred, and the economic, natural and human characteristics
of the geography where the uprising broke out.
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