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Abstract

Abl Hanifa’s madhhab is built on six primary principles: the Qur’an, the Sunnah, the
traditions of the Sahaba, Ijmaa, Qiyas, and Istihsan. Abi Hanifa did not formally codify these
principles, but they can be inferred from his teachings and rulings. He stated that if he found
a ruling in the Qur’an, he would follow it; if not, he would look to the Sunnah, then the
opinions of the Sahaba, followed by Ijmaa, Qiyas, and finally Istihsan. The Qur’an is considered
the foremost source, with mutawatir hadith being the only type of hadith comparable in
authority. Abii Hanifa critically assessed hadith narrators, relying only on widely accepted
and reliable hadiths. Qiyas, or analogical reasoning, is extensively used in Hanafi
jurisprudence, followed by Istihsan when necessary. Ijmaa, the consensus of scholars, is also
given significant weight. There is a misconception that the Hanafi school relies heavily on
weak hadiths. However, these hadiths are not outright fabrications but are within the scope
of Hasan hadiths or those with minor weaknesses. Abii Hanifa, like other jurists, sometimes
preferred weak hadith over giyas if no other strong evidence was available. The study clarifies
that using weak hadith as evidence is a nuanced practice in Hanafi figh. It discusses different
types of weak hadith and the conditions under which they might be considered. The research
addresses accusations against Hanafi scholars for using weak hadith by providing examples
from respected sources like “Kitabu’s-salat” and works by Cessas, Kudiiri, Serahsi, Kasini,
Mevsili, and Merginani.

Keywords

inference, Hadit, Weak, Fugaha, Hanafi, Precise.

Hanefi Fukahasina Gore Zayif Hadisin Delil Olarak Kullanilmasi
0z
Eb{i Hanife'nin mezhebi, alt1 temel ilkeye dayanmaktadir: Kur’an, Siinnet, Sahabe kavli, icm4,
Kiyas ve istihsan. Bu ilkeler, Ebl Hanife’nin goriislerinden ve fetvalarinin incelenmesi yoluyla
ortaya konulmustur. Usul metodolojisini, "Bir meselenin hilkmiinii Allah’mn kitabinda

bulursam onu alirim; bulamazsam Resulullah’in siinnetinden alirim; bulamazsam sahabe
goriislerinden birini secerim" ifadesiyle agiklamistir. Kur’an, fikhi meselelerde bagvurulacak
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ilk kaynaktir ve yalnizca miitevatir hadisler Kur’an ile ayni otoriteye sahip olabilir. Haber-i
vahidin Kur’an’1 neshetme giiciine sahip olmadigi goriisiinii benimsemistir. Eb Hanife, hadis
ravilerini titizlikle incelemis ve yalnizca giivenilir ve iimmet tarafindan kabul edilen hadisleri
referans almistir. Fikhin ana kaynaklarindan biri olan Kiyas, EbQl Hanife tarafindan yaygin bir
sekilde kullanilmustir. Istihsan ise kiyastan sonra gelen bir istidlal yéntemidir. icm3, islam
miigtehitlerinin bir meselenin hitkmii {izerinde oybirligiyle anlasmasi olup Ebi Hanife’ye
gore baglayicidir. Hanefi mezhebinde zayif hadislerin kullanildig iddialar yanlistir. Burada
kastedilen zayif hadisler, miinker veya batil hadisler degil, hasen hadisler veya zayiflig1 hafif
olan hadislerdir. Bu tiir hadislerle amel etmek, fakihler arasinda genel kabul géren bir
uygulamadir. ibnii'l-Kayyim de zayif hadislerle amel edilmesi gerektigini ve bunlarin kiyastan
dnce geldigini savunmustur. Arastirma, zayif hadisin delil olarak kullanilmasini agiklamakta,
sahih ve zayif hadislerin tanimini yaparak cesitlerini belirtmektedir. Fukahaya gore zayif
hadislerle amel edilen drnekler sunulmaktadir. Mezhepteki 6nemli fakihlerin eserleri ve
pratik drnekler {izerinden zayif hadislere dayali elestiriler ¢tiriitilmiistiir.
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Extended Abstract
Abi Hanifa’s madhhab is based on six principles; the Qur’an, the Sunnah, the Sahaba’s tradition,
Ijmaa, Qiyas and Istihsan. This is clearly seen within the scope of the transmissions in the sources
mentioned in the study. In addition, it is seen that Abl Hanifah did not codify the procedures of
the madhhab, and that these procedures were revealed from his opinions and by analyzing his
figh and fatwas. It is possible to understand his method of Usul through his following words, "If
I find the ruling of a matter in the Book of Allah, I take it. If I cannot find it there, I take it from
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah. If I cannot find it in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of
His Messenger, I choose one of the opinions of the Sahabas". Therefore, his method of Usul is
first the Qur’an, then the Sunnah, then the sayings of the Sahaba, then Ijmaa, then giyas and
finally istihsan.The Qur’an is the first source to be consulted in Figh matters, and only mutawatir
hadith can reach the level of the Qur’an. For this reason, the view that hadith does not have the
power to abrogate the Qur’an was adopted. Abii Hanifah examined the hadith narrators and
proved the authenticity of their narrations. Therefore, it is seen that he only relied on the
hadiths that were narrated by one group from another group or that the ummah agreed that
they could be acted upon and thus gained the status of famous. This shows that according to
him, the field of dealing with hadith is narrow. According to Abl Hanifa, one of the main sources
of figh is qiyas, and he uses it extensively. Istihsan is also accepted as one of the methods of
reasoning. However, istihsan comes after Qiyas, the fatwas of the Sahaba, ljma and Qiyas. Ijma is
the unanimity of Islamic jurists in the same era on the ruling of an issue. According to Abu
Hanifa, ijma is an authoritative ruling. Although it has been claimed that many weak hadiths are
used in the Hanafi school of thought, this is not true. What is meant by weak hadith here is not
munkar or false or one of the narrators is accused of lying, as al-Tahanawi says, but rather those
that are within the scope of Hasan hadith or those whose weakness is mild. The general view of
the jurists is to deal with such hadiths and those that are Mursal. Ibn al-Qayyim thought like Abai
Hanifa on this issue and said, "Unless there is a narration that rejects it within the scope of the
same subject, it is permissible to act with weak and pursel hadith." He also prioritized the
inference from the weak hadith over qiyas. Weak hadith here does not mean narrations that are
so false, munkar, or have a narrator who is accused of being a liar that they cannot be acted
upon. Rather, it is a hadith that is within the scope of the Hasen hadith and is not rejected by
any other narration on the subject or by the Sahabah, nor is it contrary to the [jmaa. In this case,
he considers it more appropriate to deal with a weak hadith than with Qiyas. In general, there is
no imam who disagrees with this view. All of them preferred weak hadith to giyas. An example
of this is Abu Hanifa’s general preference of the hadith "Laughter in prayer", which was agreed
upon by the people of hadith to be weak, the hadith "Ablution with palm water", which was
agreed upon by most of the people of hadith to be weak, the hadith "Most menstruation is ten
days", which was agreed upon by the people of hadith to be weak, and the hadith "The minimum
of the mahr is ten dirhams", which was agreed upon to be false rather than weak. Likewise,
Shafi'i preferred the hadith "It is forbidden to hunt in the valley of Wajj" even though it is weak,
and he preferred the hadith "It is permissible to pray in Makkah during the time of Qamarah"
even though it is weak and contrary to the siyyah of other towns. Maalik, on the other hand,
prefers Mursal, Munkatr’, Belagat narrations and the Sahabah’s opinion to siyyah. Moreover, the
fact that a hadith is weak does not mean that it is rejected completely. On the contrary, it can be
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acted upon except as evidence. That is to say, when faced with a hadith that has two possible
meanings and there is no choice between them, and there is a weak hadith that makes one of
the two meanings preferable, then the meaning supported by that hadith is preferred, even if
the hadith is weak. It is not correct to say that the Hanafi madhhab was negligent and relied on
weak hadiths, considering that some other madhhabs did not deal with Mursel, Hasen and
slightly weak hadiths. On the contrary, if one looks at the books of Figh, one will see that they
all practiced it. It should be noted that some of the Imams of the madhhabs have brought
evidence from such narrations, while others have shown that these narrations are not authentic,
others have found evidence in these narrations, while others have found no evidence in them,
and others have assumed that they are mensuh when they are not. Therefore, this issue may
differ between sects. In some it is less while in others it is more. This study aims to answer the
question, "Do they use weak hadiths as evidence according to the Hanafi fugaha, and what is
considered correct in this context, and do they present analogical reasoning concerning the
hadith?" The use of weak hadith as evidence is elucidated. After defining authentic hadith and
subsequently weak hadith the researcher stated the various types of weak hadith. The
researcher explained the differences in opinions among scholars regarding acting upon weak
hadith. Additionally, the issue of strengthening hadiths was discussed in the research. Examples
of weak hadiths that are acted upon according to the fuqaha are provided. The role played by
alfaqui in the interpretation of hadiths and their approach to using hadiths as evidence are
emphasized. The accusations against the scholars of the sect based on weak hadiths have been
eliminated through practical studies and research by giving examples from “Kitabu’s-salat” and
the books of Cessis, Kudiiri, Serahsi Kasini, Mevsili, Merginini as well as other scholars
respected in the sect.
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