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Russian Federation Rising Power: Strengths and Weaknesses

Ahmed Yousif KIETAN **

Abstract:

The ongoing developments in the Russian Federation since the beginning of the twenty-
first century have been a dramatic turning point in its role at regional and international
levels. A series of attempt to redraw the balances and become an international force
that ultimately leads to its main goal of changing the balance of power in the sys-
tem and building a new international order. The Russian diplomatic activity has evol-
ved from competition, conflict, and cooperation with other international and regional
powers. The difference in the policies of this activity between the management of daily
diplomatic activity and strategic regional and international affairs. In this rhythm, the
components possessed by the Russia Federation in various geopolitical, economic, po-
litical and military activities reflected directly on the role of Russia and its status at
the regional and global levels. The research will examine the components of Russian
power, and its strengths and weaknesses.

Keywords: Russian, economy, politics, military power.

o)) pasde

& ol B3l IS Jied ddsl OB Jlre § Aonal) § Ale adz (e« Bl Semon ¢ adge 0L
Slgiud) Calisn de 35S Slasd Baaad) Boud) Caely @ dys Aitus DS Ldlod) Lug) plds (1991)plw)
Al Do sl Wholsh iy Je uold Basall SN e daugs 23 Y33 ol U & derladl A
Ay Seasd) W8y asd) Joall WaiSre me iy Jood) Jalsil) syse b Elioy dugie dusls LslaBly
Lelua) uasdl 0,3 alhae die Gy ASED O dsall Aol glogd) JB & 8,80 ddsally A8l (glalially
& Lmoslly & Suuslly dobasilly dulially A i) s Slagie sloiiad) dipo)s Bagder Azl fnd e
& Baslo ddsd Bsb lin Jmems Adaall SBYR & 550 Jod AaiS (655 Bye Bossl) Lyt g cnsdll Ll
05 - Joall pladll s ) AJEBY) Ao )My A1) LS LB giues wyoed) sl @lgh Sldass Jb
yslekl 03 (e ysmee S 3 Wsl B (Dllisials deske e Wb sy yolows dund (I sl PSP IR IRELIPN
Jogi b Clie do¥e I Ala) § Llogs aisnd alSas Bsd ilsz (3e diadnd L syl Bsil) Olaghe § Ciond)
Eob § Al s b e dslsd g D53 Slaghn (e dud) witiad Loy Baslall duws ) Bsal) e g5 (e sl 4l
Baslall 450l 3ol oda

izl Sesd) DA casland) SLaBY) i) Ruvgued) lnass ) Dol 1duorkl) SLISI)

* Makale gonderim tarihi: 15.05.2017 Yayina kabul tarihi: 29.05.2017
** Doktorant., Bagdat Universitesi Siyaset Bilim Fakiiltesi Uluslararasi {liskiler A.B.D.,
ahmedalmulaa@yahoo.com



NV.LAT J1sno powrgy |

“Canadll blisy 58) Slegaa sioclall 580 daldN Ly

d_oudll

G 4SSl Ji i oy tally (ool plae Jio 3V Ly L ) 8,8 el K
ML sacko 4Je3 598 Lo Jaxr Lﬂ;.’d\ J;Y\ bl £~ kY slr S ‘k_.}yj\j U:E'Y\ d.\ca.d\ Je [EYPRS
gely e S0 ol ey AN ol padl 3 ) il i G B 558 1AL G o sl
G ol 35y A8 5l Ao SULT oy L cplally pladlly Gl o) selegh) Lol
il Y ol Sllad (3 geloghll bLal cuy 25l sologlll Bolaall 500 e oladll Vs Sl
Sl Jo g1 3 5l 1am o slaid ot o oS0 Jor e gy Aol 28N sV 15) 3 o
33 oSl &y SCally dmladly Bl y Loliwrsd saasW) e (3 0N Ly, Sz 5
o Gl Y G andl il o ) e ey S Gl e L Ly 0 o 50k

Ol oda jan 3 42V Lw )

o] dSline

Gl sl el il o 5,8 Obad (1991)plall (3 sl SEV IS e 3V Ly, S
A e g3 oy el Azds i 35l Slal Juled) et Al b 3 A3, Ay dolasy),
ey iy Aoaly Dbty Ll Sllgn ol sy ) Sl ) o el sl SV e
b 5 380 Lyl a1 Lelaljlly STl L8 conadl ) ST e Joll ol sy sl

IS M g ) i lase G Aslear Y1, 308! lsdly dndl) Al gLy

o] Ay

G ol s Sas Gl Sy aapadd Loy I aalall Aslel, placlaslid Lop o Cond) gl
Slly SN ) sl e i ) Ll 8 v Belid Bl el o el <l
el o el b e sy cfllly Falal) (8 Aol leblas 5my el Lol s (sl STy (o )
Al L malanal B sg sl Sl L Gl G camall e 3 ol L g G gl Slosie
O ol saoly 5 oLl e Ol saze Lo ol 3 2Ll L sl bl el smy il

.«QL‘M

R
$lly oV Sl ) Slisl ¢ B ol gose ol a0l slal Ay A T e

gy W2 1 il lad Lo 301 Jelplly ol LS Lo oo Bl 5,0l oy o 5t

Mayis 2017 « 1 (1) « 113-139



ANKASAM | Bélgesel Arastirmalar Dergisi

G Sally Al 5l dmdlins ) Lologie 3 Condly llanl L5 o 201 il
ol 1) Syl Al gy 8,80 3 )BT ooy v il 855 Bl e a0 Sl b S (i
PESIMY

izl bty dug I 5ol Cilogio

ke &yl o s 0 A ) (st o ool Tl Jplly £330 sl o gop )1 piab) g 3
Commol dib t3ayad) 2V @Mj Oliandl £a2 %) asm\; L Gl L2 w I Jd ade o8
23 2y clls 3 laselu Aoy L5V Wl o syl B 82y Cialye oy Sl Ty s Ly
bgy oSG dp g abadl 5 b S 3 Ayl Slalws 35 Lo 5,08, cib )l gy dslyy dallae
o sy S g Ky I Al L o G el sy i Ll 18 e A1 Dl
Lo (2 A &, U, 533“ Gy ) ) o oy ) e el iy S S Kl ST dpsliasl
G a3 By o) Blaa) e oS &Aa;yuéindmﬂuumky"ys~ 1 4B Lk,
e Bkl Asll sl oda @Jﬂ 3o Lo cinadll oG o JE T L 5l ol Jo Slagll ol (g5las
(G ol o Slogal) s Syl ) demies L5l llaill Vi

7l jwsed! psatl Vgl

1155 oy 3 ) At el (35 Loagill 580 2y (3 Loggs Loardal) Jolpall 38T e (31ad) Lolall a
Sy o S o ¢ (gt B blas, \4{%@.\4.&&434&3 dagill A i) Slagin ol oyl Lol

sl szl Lot o iy J)sv) iy by s 88 32 e 2y LT )8 Lt B0l Ly I

s Ll o o 3 353 ST sy < oY1 s Bl 5 ity ) el Ly by
Sor acd ol plad b 621 13l 5(002,570,7 1A ol 1 3] iamill LYy ppually 148 0 7
(182,101,71) jjs 0 Ll s Jos ?(18062 i Lls s 5lly ((4102) 15T 3 L3l o 3
J“‘Bdf—‘y} Qj—ébu@v’wﬂ\}&‘w\ﬂ—”dba bl 3 e S F
gt 3 It (g8 anty oy ¥ Loy i 3 (56 oy o ol ko LT s 5 295
W e 3 damio ) 35l oed) ol oo e 33 e ol sheally el il 3 )8 7o )
s by e (3 50U sl Al sty (Jtd) Sl S e 5yt ) e 31 e 758 i
B St 3 VI STy S0 e 3 G bl SIS, (A oLl g ) ) o
o 108 Sk gy Ly o sy bow 208 3 Cibly Caeall 3 OU 31 Gl Sl

1 “Central Asia: Russia”, The World Fact book, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), Washington
DC, 2016, pp.1-2.

Mayis 2017 « 1 (1) « 113-139 [}



NV.LAT J1sno powrgy |

“Canadll blisy 58) Slegaa sioclall 580 daldN Ly

Sy ) yﬁﬁ\ L gy sty Piaclall 50 Vil 3008 33Ld) ay g lizlly Ll ALl oy Ll
ey iy callly Ay Syl olofly adly Kl sysdly odly a1, Lkl e
Gl 30 il ST e ol DU Sl ans SB35 Aealy Ol Jo it ) U 3 Oles Y,

L2 Sla 3 Dyl S s (S pluall Sl STy (g it o e Do) Al 2

& dalldl &l&\gﬁ\.&;yh}fﬂj\ ’h“Y\CJ*?‘J’u& )EA.J \53}{5‘3&) ‘u‘u@éjﬁk"*:*ﬁ)
¢ el o )5 pusdl 2 1 5 el 3y clly B piad alol) (3 sldly L) oot Syl
AW a3gior oW g by ) Emalicnd ) Slogall Al of & el Al plasad 3 sy 339 e
Sk lasbal T 3 las Lot iger BCon 4l Ly cpd) Lol o T T (80 < oo v 0
e s 29 oday §(356.73) Gl 3giey f (142.02) 3gie Jobo gy 31 canly)l a3y
O by g St c25d) ki L ) S Molgn B 3y U1 s Ll 3 Bz 5 0m | S
o i $5e pymd Loy Jlo 3 I el sy o oy Rl Sl s s s Y
Oldly ¥y JLAE) Znl dy’ 5y oo S Lopdly Lplly Alad) opudl o ) Lol lasyoe
Lz e 3 (o) J52)lg ) Jlb Jgpms ol ol o s ks Ly o Al aspod- 2l
G Al Jpdl o b1 e o Al (35550 IV s SV g0 83200 Lz 52 s Ly f
Ly ¢ plims e 25 b shen 18 Lo 8 38 Sl i) sy Ll (83,201 g1 )il o
2o LS ( (5463) el o 38,50 Gy oo o 5 Lo ) S0 Cinial) U gl oy sl
G St 5233 (gl 1S cly J B30 Cogd) (3 Selill S (55 Y ) o sy (L sl s
S Al dys Y Jwll o o (5 g I ) 8y ey A i e Ly (502 0 LSS g}
OBy oo e K Jas a1z alyalls (ol 48 e o (Al Pl B S Ly 0
G Lartally (ol o 3 Jlall g G el s 3 e Sl (S ey sl 1wy (o
Gad Uy 3081 Jplly Lwsy) o &8 &35 BTal) oo \o—ﬁ 3“5) e a5l poe ‘Mb Y
s & Auss el Jaill Ly Sy WIS 3 LS syl o (i ) ulb¥ i) ol
62 gt sl 4z S 3 b Zhdy gl Jlad Cur G A Q) by S a0 5l
055 8l s ¥ ol et Wy e oS B 0da 3 01 L) (55 W« bW G 1 LSS
eo¥ Lrlmger T JSC83 G gl ads e ol 50ll) ey Sy 2ol Le ot e 185
sda oo Sy i bl V) e e b el ol o il Ly ) Sl e e o8Bl (sl
ele &y Py Lol pey byl Ul Ja o Bl 3538 cpn Ll Lo IS 583y () S\ )aalad) 2l
b Jaz)lws u)b Jﬂf“’ 26 3l e Gl 3 pe pmy Ly ) Lntlisr T s 57
oo Blyn (P 5l a1 LB ke ol Zua Ve st Juab (3 e Lkt 2l o e 3 (L)

2 See: Maria Sharmina & Others, Climate Change Regional Review: Russia, WIREs Clim
Change, John Wiley & Sons Ltd., New Jersey, 2013.

3 See: “Russia: Environmental Issues”, Country Analysis Briefs, US Energy Information
Administration (EIA), May 2007, http://www.eia.gov/emeu/cabs/russenv.html

4 Mikhail Rykhtik , “The Geopolitics of Resurgent Russia: How Medvedev’s Russia Sees the
World”, Policy Memo, n0.60, (September 2009), p.1.

5 George Friedman, “The Geopolitics of Russia: Permanent Struggle”, Stratfor Center, (October
15,2008), p.11.
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9 “Russia Country Report”, BTI Report 2016, The Bertelsmann Foundation, Giitersloh,
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13 See:” Russia: The Long Journey to Recovery”, Op., Cit, pp.55-56.
14 See: “Russian Federation’s Constitution of 1993 with...”, Op., Cit, pp.20-25.
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Structured Abstract

The research examined a significant issue in the field of international
relations, the issue that, “Russian Federation Rising Power: Strengths
and Weaknesses”. Since the beginning of 21 century, Russian
Federation has devoted increasing attention to the importance of
formulating new strategic foundations for it’s geostrategic, political,
economic, military and community strengths with all its aspects.

The Russian Federation is an international rising power and achieves
its ultimate goal of protecting its national security and restoring the
status of the “superpower”. Thus, the research has been divided into
five main axes, as well as the introduction and conclusions, as we dealt
in each of these axes: research on the strengths of Russia, including the
aspects of strength and weaknesses, and finally reached a conclusion
represented the findings of the research results about the Russian rising
power and what have the strengths and weaknesses points that stand in
the way of this international rising power.

The main reason for the increase in the Russian role in the
international system and its increasing effectiveness is due to one of
its most important aspects of the policies and directions of the new
political leadership led by President Vladimir Putin, which managed
to employ the capabilities of the Russian state and its resources
optimally. The decline of the role and status of the United States and
the emergence of some of the new forces competing with the United
States, especially on the economic level, notably China.

The Russian economy is suffering from real problems that need to
be overcome by the availability of appropriate international economic
conditions. The economic solutions provided by the Putin government
have not been able to stop the decline in the indicators of the Russian
economy, as confirmed by the reports of the world economic
institutions, a long journey to regain its health under the current difficult
global economic conditions, the effects of the recent global economic
crisis and the subsequent collapse of world oil prices. As a result, the
economic factor as one of the components of the national strategy of the
Russian Federation, will be the current status of an obstacle in the way
of Russia’s quest to regain the status of superpower, and the face of this
endeavor of obstacles and difficulties stand the West and the United
States behind some of them, which made the goal of overcoming these

Mayis 2017 « 1 (1) « 113-139 [Ef



NV.LAT J1sno powrgy |

“Canadll blisy 58) Slegaa sioclall 580 daldN Ly

obstacles one of the most important goals Russia is in the management
of its regional and international crises, which was directly manifested
in the Ukrainian crisis, and indirectly in the Syrian crisis.

The Russian political elite and the network of relations between
their currents and individuals play an important role in the strategic
orientations of the Russian Federation. This is aided by the structure
of the Russian political and economic system, which does not allow an
institution or entity to monopolise political decision-making alone. It
is the foundation of these institutions and the other, and today it seems
that the Siloviki group is at the top of the political scene of the Russian
political elite, so understanding the mood and vision of this elite group
leads to a better understanding of Russia’s policy. On the other hand,
the main trends of Russian popular opinion still prevail among the
people, its different classes, and classes. The intelligentsia has not
yet succeeded in crystallizing a strong and influential public opinion
in society independent of the government orientation, for reasons that
include the media and its institutions in Russia, , Still many suffer
constraints, and depend on government support, which has lost a
large part of its independence, in addition to many of them, especially
the famous, owned by the major financial men and owners of large
companies, and most of them loyal to the authority and supporters of
the political orientation.

The military pillar is the cornerstone of the national strategy of the
Russian Federation and a key instrument of managing its regional and
international crises to achieve its national goals and interests. This is
evident by the increasing volume of military spending and the huge
budgets allocated for the development and modernization of the
Russian armed forces. The difficulties and economic crises experienced
by the Russian economy, making them a great military force have
weight in the international arena.

The social situation in Russia suffers from many problems that
affect the internal stability of the country and are reflected in its
supreme strategy and its management of regional and international
crises. Although the Russian government has embarked on a reform and
modernization program, through which it has achieved many successes
and solved many problems at the community level, there are vital issues
and problems that are almost impossible to solve with reform programs
or modernization policies, issues related to the ethnic and ethnic
composition of the people Russia makes Russia more vulnerable to
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the growth of separatist movements calling for independence from the
Federal Republic, especially since many of today’s territory of Russia
has not been part of Russia historically, the return of some of them
to Russia to the Second World War More than 70 years ago, the war
in Chechnya and the demands for secession in Tatarstan, Bashkurstan,
North Ossetia, Yakutia, Karelia, Siberia, Kaliningrad and elsewhere
are all potential hotbeds of conflict that can erupt at any time.
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