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Bu makale, Fazlullah Esterabadi (6. 1394) tarafindan yazilmis olan
Hurufiligin temel metni Cavidan-name'de gecen dairevi sekilleri agiklamayi
amaglamaktadir. Makalede oncelikle Cavidan-ndme'nin dort nishasinda
gecen toplam sekiz farkli dairesel sekil Arapga terciimeleriyle birlikte
verilmistir. Bu dairelerde yazilmig olan ibareler Hurufi felsefesine gore
aciklandiktan sonra Hurufidistintirler tarafindan bunlarin nasil yorumlandigi
gosterilmistir. Son olarak da bu cizimler geleneksel kozmoloji ilmi agisindan
degerlendirmeye tabi tutulmustur. Makale, Fazlullah'in geleneksel kozmoloji
ile Hurufi felsefesini nasil bagdastirdigini gostermektedir. Fazlullah ve
talebeleri bu gizimlerde ve yorumlarinda gorilecegi gibi varligin merkezine
“insan”t koymuslar ve bu inanci kozmoloji yorumlariyla desteklemislerdir.
Daha 6nce Cavidan-name ve bu eserde gegen sekiller yayinlanmamis ve
tahlil edilmemistir. Bu dairevi sekillerin yorumu Hurufilik Gzerine yapilacak
arastirmalar icin daha saglam bir zemin saglamanin yaninda geleneksel
kozmoloji arastirmalari i¢in de yeni bir perspektif sunacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hurufilik, Cavidan-name-yi Kebir, Fazlullah Esterabadi,
ilm-i Felek, Hamza Bey
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ABSTRACT

This article aims to discuss the meaning of the circular drawings in Hurufism’s founding text, Javddannama,
written by Fazlallah Astarabadi (d. 1394), the founder of Hurufism. By closely reading four distinct manuscripts
of Javdannama, | list all eight circular drawings in the manuscripts with Arabic translations in this article. | then
introduce the Hurafi doctrine and discuss how the medieval and early modern Hur(fis interpreted and discussed
them. Finally, through a discussion of traditional medieval cosmology, | put the circular drawings in their proper
context. This article demonstrates how Fazlallah merged traditional cosmological knowledge with Hurufi
philosophy. Through these circular drawings, Fazlallah and his disciples clearly positioned human beings (adam)
at the center of creation and supported this belief through their interpretation of cosmology. Neither Javdannama
nor its interpretations nor the circular drawings have been published or studied in depth. The interpretation of
these circular drawings not only provides a foundation for future research on Hurufi doctrines but also provides a
new perspective for traditional cosmological studies.

Keywords: Hurufism, Javdannama-ye Kabir, Fazlallah Astarabadi, Cosmology, Hamza Beg

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Following the execution of Fazlallah Astarabadi by Miranshah in 796/1394, a considerable
number of caliphs and disciples were left behind, possessing intellectual background to ensure
the continued survival and transmission of his works to future generations. The most significant
and comprehensive work of Fazlallah is undoubtedly the Javdannama. In his Kursinama,
Fazlallah’s caliph ‘Al al-A’la states that in 788/1386, the secret of the Quran emerged from
Fazlallah and that the main book, Javdannama, was written. This was initially composed in a
disorganized manner on various rolls of paper. Following his death, he made some annotations
and markings to facilitate the organization of these papers. Fazlallah himself named the book
Javdannama, a designation explained by the Quranic assertion that those who desire the face
of Allah ‘will remain there eternally’ (Téj L (pa’), In other words, this book leads to the
knowledge of eternity, where everything perishes, and only His face remains.

Javdannama-ye Kabir is primarily written in the Gurgan dialect of Persian, which is no
longer spoken and is mixed with standard Persian. The fact that this work was written over a
long period of time and under different physical conditions has led to the existence of long and
monolithic chapters as well as short sections, memorable notes, and fragmentary sentences.

Three works in world literature have been written in this dialect, all related to Hurufism. In
addition, all of these works contain sentences written in standard Persian and Gurgan dialect.
These works are Fazlallah’s Javdannama-ye Kabir and Muhabbatnama, and Fazlallah’s disciple
Sayyid Ishaq’s Mahramnama.

Javdannama-ye Kabir contains a total of eight circular figures, each drawn on a
different page and accompanied by notes written inside them. The notes are in Persian and the
Gurgan dialect of Persian, and include Arabic verses and hadiths. This article aims to elucidate
the significance of these circular drawings. A close reading of four distinct manuscripts of
Javdannama-ye Kabir has enabled the identification of all eight circular figures, which are
presented here with Arabic translations. The article then introduces the Huriif doctrine and
discusses how medieval and early modern Huriifts, especially Hamza Bey, interpreted and
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discussed these figures. Finally, the article discusses the traditional medieval cosmology and
places the circular drawings in their proper context.

Hamza Bey is the only HuriifT author who has commented on these figures. Our knowledge
of Hamza Bey is somewhat limited, but it is recorded that he died in 1033/1623. In addition the
terms “Hamza Bey” and “Hamza Efendi” were used to refer to him, his Turkish commentaries
suggest that he lived in the Ottoman geography. Hamza Bey represents the final link in the
chain of succession, which began with Fazlallah’s caliph ‘Alt al-A’1a and continued through
Mir Fazili, Mirza Dastburida Muhammad and Jawidi. Similar to his master Jawidi, Hamza
Bey composed commentaries on Fazlallah’s works. He wrote two distinct commentaries on
Javidannama. The first commentary is represented by three copies (Millet Library, Ali Emiri
Persian, no. 1046, in the margin of the copy of Javidannama; Basel University Library,
Tschudi, M VI 70, ff. 1b-148a; Basel University Library, Tschudi, M VI 71, ff. 68b-169b) and
the second commentary is represented by a single copy (Basel University Library, Tschudi,
M VI 71, ff. 68b-169b).

This article illustrates how Fazlallah integrated traditional medieval cosmology with
Hurufism philosophy. Through these circular drawings, Fazlallah and his disciples clearly
position human beings at the center of their beliefs and supported this belief through an
interpretation of cosmology. Neither the circular drawings themselves nor their interpretations
have been published or subjected to in-depth study. The interpretation of these circular drawings
not only provides a more solid foundation for future research on Hurufi doctrines but also
offers a novel perspective on the study of traditional medieval cosmology.
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5 Fatih Usluer, “Hurufism: The Fadlallah Family, Children, and Testament”, [ranian Studies, 54/3-4 (2021),
605-631. https://doi.org/10.1080/00210862.2020.1777393
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