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Okuma”

Mamdouh Farrag EN-NABI !

Oz

Fasli sosyolog Dr. Fatima Mernissi (1940-2015), Bati;nin kendisi
hakkindaki iddialarina karsi Dogulu kadmlarin haklarini savunan
onciilerden biri olarak kabul edilir. Genelde Dogulu kadin imajini,
ozellikle Oryantalizm yazilarinda birgok yanlis c¢arpitma ve
karalama kampanyalar1 takip etmistir. Bu nedenle dogrudan bir
yanit olarak Fatima Mernissi, yazilarinin ¢ogunu kadinlart ve
Islamdaki konumlarini 6vmeye adadi. Bdylece Osmanli
Imparatorlugu’ndaki harem sistemi ve hamamlarm yani sira
cariyelere ve cariye haberlerine 6zel ilgi gostermistir. Bu zihinsel
imajdaki 1srar ve ona baglilik nedeniyle, yazilarinin ¢oguna Dogulu
kadinlar1 savunmakla beraber kadinlarin baskin imaj kaliplarini
diizeltmeye c¢abaladi. Giiglii Dogulu kadini bir hakime, yargig,
bakan ve sahip oldugu ve iistesinden geldigi tiim pozisyonlari en iyi
haliyle sundu. Bu amagcla anlatim kiilliyatinin yani1 sira tarih
kiilliyatinin da gezindigi bir¢ok calismaya imza atti. Tiim yazilari,
bu 6nemli tarihsel donemlerin kiiltiirel okumalarina benziyor ve bu
donemlerden kadinlarin yazilarinda Batili temsillerinin aksine
kadinlarin statiisiinii vurgulayan, kadmlarin oynadiklar gergek
rolleri arastirnyor. Bu c¢alismamizda Dr. Fatima Mernissi;nin
yazilarindaki harem kavraminin ve onun Batili temsillerindeki izini
siirerek Mernissi’nin ¢abalarini arastiracagiz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kiiltiirel Elestiri, Egemen Sisteml, Fatma
Mernissi
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Structured Abstract

Moroccan writer fatma AL_ Marnesi (1940 - 2015) is classified as one of the Arab feminist
mothers, she can even be placed in adistinguished rank among” Islamic feminists” if this is in
permissible , the term as defined by Ghalia Jallou; where feminsits can davelop an erhical
reading of the two pillars of Islam; the Quran and sunnsh in order to find areligious
inerpretation that supports their feminsit point of view. It becomes legitimatic to talk about the
prdouction of a new Islamic discourse, and about own what is religious, in ageneral sense. This
is a liberal discourse that opposes discourses that obstruct the concepts of interpretations and
re_reading History from modern perspective by critically reviewing classical interprtation of
Islamic sources, and offer new interpretations of the latter aimed at achieving political,social
and econmic equality between men and women.

Al- Marnesi’s effforts in her intellectual and personal women’s issues didicated all to defend
women’s issues that Western writings sought to address exploiting it to present afalse (and
distorted) narrative about Islam iin particular about the women of the East, and Muslim woman
in particular. A Marnesi, the sociologist, de constructed many Western narratives, which is the
product of an arrogant view of the East. and arejection of its civilization in an attempt to claim
the primacy of the West, and that the East, West was seeking the bliss of civilization the East
was immeresed in ignorance and tyrannical and the hareem system.

The state of alienation or humilation in which the West Placed the women of the East in their
writings as well as in their artistic works; it i the product of the Orientism sought by the
American - Palestinian critic Edward Said in his landmark book "Orientalism: Western
concepts of the East” (1978) to refuse them, and confirms the non- existance of the rentraliity
of most writings that dealt with the East. And then Al Marnesi wrote in their writings to argue
against such a superior view rather, the inferiority of Eastern woman is the greatest evidence of
its importance the project that EI Marnis adopted throughout her life.

Although Edward said researched the archives,Letters,and what the Orientalists wrote, whether
they were army leaders, wilters, travellers and others From those Who worked in the East,

Al- Marnisi resorted to the writings of the West espicially those who followed Shehrazad’s
journey in the West, on one hand. On the Other hand , she paid agreat attention to the orientalist
view that the artists in their drawings of Estern woman came through Fantazy untrue to Engels
and Matthis. Al-Marnisi, acknowledges that the Western masculine mentalty has paid interest
in women at the expense of men, and this is international distortion.

According to herwe do not find any intrest in men in their  writings.
And when they paid attention to male characters, which happened recently through cinema
screens, they distorted the characters, trying to impose a specific ideology on their actions.

Al- Marnisi’s’ Various writings, rangingform literary to intllectual, have been made form the
Western view of the East, the main axis of it, and was its refuge in the petition in defense of
women is histroy, so she extracted evidence from the texts of hi history confirms the power of
women and their place in East. Women in the tales of ‘Oriental Nights’ are beautiful and
intelligent and strong. Arab women were not concubines or slaves ,but rather they held
leadership positions from the judiciary to the government,and in these positions they
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demonstrated their superiority and abitity to manage the joints of the state, directing the armies
to battles,and returning with victory and the spoils.

The issues discussed by Al-Marnisi in her writings are in the basis gender issuses par
excellence, but thy didnot appear in their treatment, rather bias towards Eastern or Muslim
Women at the expense of Western Women at the expense of Western women.. On the contray
her bias was to defend and correct the image thet placed women as subordinate to men, and
more precisely, liberation women from the male gaze. Strangely enough, Al- Marnisi’s
condemnation is not limited on the Western view, but also condemns the intellectuals of the
Renaissance and the Enlightment movement because of their gross neglect of women's issues,
which is what means the separation of the libration and moderni zation movement from these
issues were not a mong the priorities of society and the opinions of the elite on that time.

These who follow Al- Marnisi’s writings in general will suggest that they are writings that break
the concept of the literary genre, and always violates the originality of the genre, Hence, it not
charactarized by overlap and identification with different and perhaps contradictory types, ,
suchas the thought and writings of the self, where in her works she mixes the self and
objectives, and in dealing with her autobiography, she does not separate her self from Arab and
Eastren women can fall under what is called writing structure

According to Al-Marnisi the intersection of types is due to the fact that they do not separate
themselves from others, the resistance of the women of” Arabian knights’ to the Ahram ,is no
less the resistance of the women of her household and her relatives to the mahram system that
was ilmposed on them by masculinity, The real endeavor is to show ways of resistance, and
how women are in different eras,contrary to what the Western narrative portrayed, were female
resistance fighters, rebels, and more often than not, submissive leaders masculinity for their
decisions.
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