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Osmanli donanmasi, 15. ylzyilin ikinci yarisindan itibaren Akdeniz’in ve
Avrupa’nin 6nde gelen donanmalarindan biri olmus ve 20. yiizyila kadar bu
durum devam etmistir. Ancak Osmanli donanmasinin sayisal biyukligu

hakkinda sinirh sayida arastirma yapildigindan, bu donanmay digerleri ile
dogru bir zeminde kiyaslamak ¢ogu dénem icin miimkiin olmamustir.

Bu arastirmada, 1770-1790 vyillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasinin
envanterine giren tum vyelkenli savas gemilerinin tespiti Uzerinden bir
mukayese denemesine girisilmistir. Bes yillik periyotlar halinde Osmanh
donanmasinin vyillara gére mevcudu ve gemi edinme potansiyeli aciga
cikarilmistir. Detayl sekilde bilinen Osmanli gemileri, Avrupa donanmalarinin
yelkenli gemileri ile mukayese edilmistir.

Cezayirli Gazi Hasan Pasa’nin kaptanideryalik donemi olan 1770-1790 yillari
arasi, ayni zamanda Osmanl donanmasinin bir degisim ve donlsim gegcirdigi

* Dr. Ars. Gor., Anadolu Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tarih Bélimi, Tiirkiye,
edepe@anadolu.edu.tr.
Ph.D. Res. Assist., Anadolu University, Faculty of Letters, Department of History, Turkey.
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periyot olmustur. Bu degisim ve donlisim donanma envanterine yansidigi gibi,
Osmanl donanmasinin kompozisyonu Avrupa donanmalari ile kiyaslanmistir.
Daha once denenmemis olan bu yontem sayesinde, Osmanli donanmasinin
Avrupa donanmalari arasindaki itibari konumunu tespit etmek de mimkin
olabilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Osmanli donanmasi, Cezayirli Gazi Hasan Pasa, 18.
yuzyil, denizcilik tarihi, yelkenli gemiler.

The Ottoman Sailing Navy and Its Position in Europe Between 1770-1790
Abstract

The Ottoman navy became one of the leading navies of the Mediterranean
and Europe since the second half of the 15th century, and this situation
continued until the 20th century. However, since limited research has been
done on the numerical size of the Ottoman navy, it has not been possible to
compare this navy with others on an accurate basis for most periods.

In this research, a comparison attempt was made by identifying all sailing
warships that entered the inventory of the Ottoman Navy between 1770 and
1790. In five-year periods, the size of the Ottoman navy and its ship acquisition
potential were revealed. Ottoman ships, known in detail, have been compared
with the sailing ships of European navies.

The period between 1770 and 1790, during which Algerian Gazi Hasan
Pasha was the captain pasha, was also a period in which the Ottoman navy
underwent a change and transformation. This situation was reflected in the
naval inventory, and the composition of the Ottoman navy was compared with
European navies. Due to this method, which has not been tried before, it is
possible to determine the numerical position of the Ottoman navy among
European navies.

Keywords: Ottoman navy, Algerian Gazi Hasan Pasha, 18th century,
maritime history, sailing ships.

Giris

1718’de Venedik ile son bulan harbin ardindan denizlerde uzun bir
baris dénemine giren Osmanlilar i¢in, donanma nispeten atil bir
pozisyona dismeye baslamistir. 1733 yilinda yapilan bir diizenleme ile

kalyon mevcudu, her yil Akdeniz’e sefere cikacak 10 kalyona ilave olarak
ayni sayida Tersane’de kalacak kalyonlarla 20 adet olarak belirlenmistir.
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1769 yilina dek Osmanl donanmasinda kalyon mevcudu 20 kalyon
civarinda seyretmistir.! Ancak bu tarihte Rus donanmasinin Akdeniz’e
girmesi ve Cesme’de donanmanin en énemli unsurunun kaybedilmesi
ile, mevcut deniz giiciiniin yetersizligi ortaya ¢ikmistir?.

1770 yihnin ilk yarisinda Sinop, Midilli ve Rodos tezgahlarinda insa
edilmeye baglanan kalyonlar® ile giiclendiriimeye calisilan Osmanli
donanmasi, ayni yil Cesme’de gergeklesen yenilginin ardindan ¢ok daha
fazla sayida savas gemisine ihtiya¢ duymaya baslamistir. Ancak Rusya ile
savasin 1774’e kadar devam etmesi, bu ihtiyaci karsilamanin énilinde
onemli bir engel olmustur.

Osmanli donanmasinin 1770-1790 yillari arasinda hem mevcut
gemilerinin hem de bu donemde envantere eklenen yelkenli savas
gemilerinin sayisini gosteren asagidaki tablo ve grafikler, o6zellikle
deplasman tonaji* hesaplari acisindan tahmin tizerine verilmistir. Yakin
zamanda yapilan bir ¢alismada ilgili yillar arasinda Osmanli donanmasi
envanterine giren tim yelkenli gemilerin temel Ozellikleriyle birlikte
tespit edilmis olmasi bu arastirmayr mimkiin kilmistir. Elde edilen
veriler, bes yillik periyotlar halinde mevcut gemiler ve envantere katilan
gemiler olmak Uzere iki ayri siniflamada incelenmistir. Osmanli
donanmasina dair tiim hesaplamalar igin %10 civarinda bir hata payi
sakhdir. Bati donanmalarina dair veriler genel itibariyle Jan Glete’ten
alinmistir.> Donanma envanterinde mevcut olsalar dahi, agirligi 300
deplasman tonajinin altinda kalan yelkenli gemiler tablolara ve
grafiklere dahil edilmemislerdir.

1770-1775

Cesme Savasi’nin hemen ardindan Osmanli donanmasinda kalan
yelkenli savas gemilerinin sayisi 11'i kalyon olmak lizere 17 adettir
(Tablo 1). Osmanli donanmasinin 18. yiizyihn basinda dahi 27 kalyon

1 Yusuf Alperen Aydin, Sultanin Kalyonlari: Osmanli Donanmasinin Yelkenli Savas
Gemileri (1701-1770), istanbul, 2011, s. 45-46, 87.

2 Ali ihsan Gencer, Bahriye’de Yapilan IslGhét Hareketleri ve Bahriye Nezdreti’nin
Kurulusu (1789-1867), Ankara, 2001, s. 24-25.

3 Aydin, a.g.e., s. 72-73.

4 Deplasman tonaji, gemilerin ylklG haldeki agirliklarini belirtmektedir.

5Jan Glete, Navies and Nations: Warships, Navies and State Building in the Europe and
America, 1500-1860, c. 2, Stockholm, 1993, , s. 553-698.
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oldugu hatirlanacak olursa, 1770 yilinin Osmanli donanmasinin 18.
ylzyili icin dip noktasi oldugu ortaya cikar.

1770 Agustos-Aralik aylari arasinda Osmanli donanmasinin yalnizca
bir adet ti¢ ambarli kalyonu bulunmaktadir. Bunun disindaki en biiytk
gemiler iki adet 51 zira (38,7 m.) uzunlugundaki kalyonlardir. Kalan sekiz
kalyon ise agirliklari 1.000 deplasman tonajinin lizerine ancak ¢ikabilen
41,5 ila 47,5 zira (31,5-36 m.) arasinda uzunluga sahip sagdir kalyon
turinden gemilerdir. Kruvazor sinifi igerisinde agirhigi 1.000 tona ulasan
bir gemi bulunmazken, bir adet kebir tombaz ve son olarak bir adet
pergandi bulunmaktadir (Tablo 1).

Tablo 1: 1770 Yilinda Osmanh Donanmasinin Mevcut Yelkenli
Gemileri®

Gemi Tiirii / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji

Tonaj Araligi | Adet | Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 11 64,7%| 16.850 1.532| 78,9%
3.501-4.000 1 5,9% 3.800 3.800| 17,8%
2.001-2.500 2 11,8% 4.200 2.100 19,7%
1.001-1.500 8 47,1% 8.850 1.106| 41,5%
Firkateyn 6 35,3% 4.500 750| 21,1%
501-1.000 5 29,4% 4.100 820| 19,2%
300-500 1 5,9% 400 400 1,9%
Genel Toplam 17| 100,0%| 21.350 1.256| 100,0%

1770 yilinda Osmanh donanmasi, yelkenli savas gemisi mevcudu
agisindan 17 gemisiyle Avrupa donanmalari arasinda 9. siraya
dismistir. Yelkenlilerinin 21.350 tona ulasan toplam agirhg ile
Osmanli donanmasi, deplasman tonaji bakimindan da Portekiz
donanmasinin ardindan 9. sirada gelmektedir (Grafik 1 ve 2).

6 DTA, TRS. d. 15; Depe, a.g.t., Ek 1.
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Grafik 1: 1770 Yiinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Adedi
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Grafik 2: 1770 Yilinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklar
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Bliylk olctide Rusya ile savasin oldugu 1771-1775 yillari arasinda,
gerek Ruslarin engellemeleri ve gerek savasin sebep oldugu diger lojistik
sorunlardan otlrd, Osmanli donanmasi o6nemli bir ilerleme
kaydedememistir. Bu yillar icinde, tasra tezgahlarinda yalnizca Sinop’ta
insalari tamamlanan 51 ziralik (38,7 m.) iki kalyon donanmaya katiimis,
1773’te tamamlanan 55 zirdhk (41,7 m.) Anké-yi Bahri kalyonu ise yeni
sancak gemisi olmustur. Donanma mevcudunu hizla arttirabilmek
adina, ancak 6. derecede yelkenli kabul edilebilecek olan birkag yiz
tonluk pergandiler, insa ve satin alim seklinde hizmete girmislerdir
(Tablo 2). Yelkenli filonun Ugte ikisinin pergandi tiirinde gemilerden
olusmasindan 6tird, bu yillardaki Osmanli donanmasi genel itibariyle
bir “pergandi donanmasi” goriiniimindedir.

Tablo 2: 1771-1775 Yillari Arasinda Osmanl Donanmasina Katilan
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri’

Gemi Tiirii / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji
Tonaj Araligi | Adet | Oran | Toplam | Ortalama Oran
Kalyon 9 30,0% | 17.800 1.978 55,9%
2.501-3.000 1 3,3% 2.600 2.600 8,2%

7 DTA, TRS. d. 19, s. kapak, 72-74, 157; TRS. d. 23, s. 2, 26, 108, 124, 138; TRS. d. 27, s.
59, 79; TRS. d. 31, s. 2, 3; TRS. d. 34, s. 3, 24-25, 73; TRS. d. 37; BOA, D. BSM. TRE. d.
15042, s. 4; D. BSM. TRE. d. 15051, 15052; MAD. d. 3014, s. 52; MAD. d. 10384, s. 193;
MAD. d. 2925, s. 204, 206; MAD. d. 3988, s. 226, 227; MAD. d. 10390, s. 179; MAD. d.
10391, s. 190; MAD. d. 10395, s. 196; MAD. d. 10412, s. 206; KK. d. 5726, s. 10; C. BH.
2116, 2767, 2916, 3953, 4034, 4041, 4691, 6050, 7200, 7261, 7875, 9065, 9337, 9342,
9564, 10176, 10636, 10811, 10920, 11160, 11194, 11612, 11813, 11840, 11949; C. AS.
47347; Miellifi Mechul Bir RGzndme: Osmanli — Rus Harbi Esnasinda Bir Sahidin
Kaleminden Istanbul (1769-1774), (Haz. Sileyman Géksu), istanbul, 2016, s. 34, 37-38,
75; Ahmed Vasif Efendi, Mehdsiniil-Asdr ve Hakaikii’l-Ahbdr, (Haz. Miicteba ilgiirel),
Ankara, 1994, s. 299; Taylesénizéde Héfiz Abdullah Efendi Tarihi: istanbul’un Uzun Dért
Yili (1785-1789), (Haz. Feridun M. Emecen), istanbul, 2003, s. 115; Muharrem Saffet
Caliskan, (Vekayi‘niivis) Enveri Sadullah Efendi ve Tarihinin I. Cildinin Metin ve Tahlili
(1182 -1188/1768 — 1774), Yayimlanmamis Doktora Tezi, istanbul 2000, s. 174; Nevzat
Saglam, Ahmed Vasif Efendi ve Mehdsinii’l-AsGr ve Haka’ikii’l-Ahbdr’i 1166-1188/1752-
1774 (inceleme ve Metin), Ankara, 2020, s. 448; Rif Winfield, Stephen S. Roberts, French
Warships in the Age of Sail 1626-1786: Design, Construction, Careers and Fates, Barnsley
2017, s. 148.
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2.001-2.500 6| 20,0% | 12.850 2.142 | 40,3%
1.001-1.500 2 6,7% 2.350 1.175 7,4%
Firkateyn 21| 70,0% | 14.050 669 | 44,1%
501-1.000 20| 66,7% | 13.650 683 | 42,9%
300-500 1 3,3% 400 400 1,3%

Genel Toplam 30| 100,0% | 31.850 1.062 | 100,0%

1771-1775 yillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasi, envanterine giren
dokuzu kalyon 30 yelkenliyle esasinda 6nemli bir ivme yakalamistir.
Gerek nicelik ve gerek deplasman tonajlari bakimindan bu
performansiyla Osmanli donanmasi, Biylik Britanya, Rusya ve
ispanya’nin ardindan Avrupa donanmalari arasinda 4. siraya
yerlesmistir (Grafik 3 ve 4).
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Grafik 3: 1771-1775 Yillari Arasinda Avrupa Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Adedi
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Grafik 4: 1771-1775 Yillari Arasinda Avrupa Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklari

1771-1775 yillan arasinda gergeklestirilen performansla Osmanli
donanmasi, Cesme Deniz Savasl sonrasinda nicelik olarak iki katina
¢ikmis olsa da, burada kaybedilen biyilk kalyonlarin yeri heniiz tam
olarak doldurulabilmis degildir. 35 yelkenlinin ancak 13’U kalyondur ve
bunlarin da dérdi sagir kalyon tiriindendir. Sancak gemisinin haricinde,
muharebe hattinda durabilecek ancak 8 adet kebir kalyon
bulunmaktadir. Sayica donanmanin ¢ogunu olusturan pergandiler ise
hafif gemiler olup, ancak tali gérevlerde kullanilabilecek durumdadirlar
(Tablo 3).

Tablo 3: 1775 Yilinda Osmanli Donanmasinin Mevcut Yelkenli
Gemileri®

Gemi Tiirii / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaiji
TonajAraligi | Adet| Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran

8 Depe, a.g.t., ek 1.

9
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Kalyon 13 37,1%| 24.100 1.854 62,4%
2.501-3.000 2,9% 2.600 2.600 6,7%
2.001-2.500 22,9%| 17.050 2.131 44,1%
1.001-1.500 11,4% 4.450 1.113 11,5%
Firkateyn 22 62,9% | 14.550 661 37,6%
501-1.000| 20 57,1%| 13.750 688 35,6%
300-500 2 5,7% 800 400 2,1%
Genel Toplam 35| 100,0%| 38.650 1.104| 100,0%

1771-1775 yillari arasinda donanmaya 6nemli miktarda geminin
katilmasi, Osmanl donanmasini Avrupa’da nicelik olarak ancak Portekiz
donanmasinin 6nline gegcirebilmistir. Gemi mevcudu agisindan 1775'te
8. siraya yukselen Osmanli donanmasi, bu gemilerin ¢gogunun pergandi
gibi hafif yelkenlilerden olusmasi sebebiyle deplasman tonaji acisindan
9. sirayl asamamistir. Portekiz’in 27 gemiden olusan yelkenli filosu, 35
Osmanli yelkenlisinden daha agir gelmektedir (Grafik 5).
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Grafik 5: 1775 Yilinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Adedi
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Grafik 6: 1775 Yiinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklar

1776-1780

1776-1780 vyillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasina katilan yelkenli
savas gemilerinin bilesimi, bir dnceki bes yildan bariz sekilde farklilik
gostermektedir. Rus harbinin olmadigi bu vyillarda buylk o6lglide
kalyonlara agirlik verilmis, Cesme’de kaybedilen kebir kalyonlarin yeri
doldurulmustur. Melik-i Bahri kalyonunun 1778'de suya indirilmesiyle
birlikte, Osmanli donanmasi yeni bir sancak gemisi kazanmistir.
Kruvazor sinifinda eklenen gemilerin agirhigi ise nispeten sinirli kalmustir.
Ancak bu vyillarda donanmaya katilan firkateynlerin ebatlarinin
bliylimeye basladigi gozden kagmamaktadir (Tablo 4).
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Tablo 4: 1776-1780 Yillari Arasinda Osmanli Donanmasina Katilan
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri®

Gemi Tiirti / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji

Tonaj Araligi | Adet Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 15 65,2% | 23.300 1.553 78,5%
2.501-3.000 8,7% 5.300 2.650 17,8%
2.001-2.500 3 13,0% 7.000 2.333 23,6%
1.001-1.500 10 43,5% | 11.000 1.100 37,0%
Firkateyn 7 30,4% 5.950 850 20,0%
1.001-1.500 3 13,0% 3.750 1.250 12,6%
501-1.000 3 13,0% 1.900 633 6,4%
300-500 1 4,3% 300 300 1,0%
Kuciik gemiler 1 4,3% 450 450 1,5%
300-500 1 4,3% 450 450 1,5%
Genel Toplam 23 | 100,0% | 29.700 1.291 | 100,0%

1776-1780 yillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasi, insa yoluyla ve diger
sekillerde envanterine kattig1 yelkenli savas gemileri miktariyla yine
Avrupa siralamasindaki dordinciligini  korumustur.  Amerikan
Bagimsizlik Savasi yillarina denk gelen bu dénemde, savasin taraflari

9 DTA, TRS. d. 19, s. 1, 5, 57-59, 66-69, 84, 87, 107-109, 119-120, 133; TRS. d. 23, s. 2,
52-53, 56-57, 60, 64, 68, 72, 76, 80, 88, 96, 100, 106, 160; TRS. d. 27, s. 25, 27, 31, 49,
54; TRS. d. 31,s. 2, 3, 18; TRS. d. 34, s. 3, 44-45, 65; TRS. d. 37, s. 93, 105, 149-152; BOA,
MAD. d. 2925, s. 204, 224, 228; 3988, s. 220, 226; 4122, s. 146; 10384, s. 177; 10392, s.
198, 208, 214; 10406, s. 224; 19525, s. 6; D. BSM. TRE. d. 15002, s. 2; 15009, s. 2; 15042,
s. 4; 15051; D. BSM. d. 2150, s. 94, 142, 204; 4467, s. 8, 11; C. BH. 1807, 2767, 5462,
5744, 6456, 7437, 8461, 9239, 9870, 10042, 11192, 11612, 11760; istanbul Universitesi,
Nadir Eserler Kuttiphanesi, TY 8827, Hamid-i Evvel ve Mahmud-1 Sani Zamanlarinda
Mevcud Donanma Defteri, vr. 8b, 36b; Hikmet Cicek, (Vekayi‘niivis) Sadullah Enveri
Efendi ve Tarihi’nin Il. cildinin metin ve tahlili (1187-1197/1774-1783), Yayimlanmamis
Doktora Tezi, Erzurum 2018, s. 636, 692; Ahmed Cavid Bey, Hadika-i Vekdyi’, (Haz:
Adnan Baycar), Ankara, 1998, s. 111; John Tredrea, Eduard Sozaev, Russian Warships in
the Age of Sail 1696-1860: Design, Construction, Careers and Fates, Barnsley, 2010, s.
312, 313.
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olan ozellikle Bliylik Britanya ve Fransa donanmalarinin gelisimi kiyas
kabul etmeyecek diizeyde olmustur. Ancak 1777-1778de yeni bir
harbin esiginden dénen Osmanli ve Rusya donanmalari da, rekabet
halinde bulunmalarindan 6tiirii yine Ust siralarda yer almislardir (Grafik
7 ve 8).
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Grafik 7: 1776-1780 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Adedi
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Grafik 8: 1776-1780 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklari

1776-1780 yillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasi envanterine giren
gemilerin miktarinda kayda deger bir artis goriilmis, ancak bu artis 1780
yihindaki yelkenli mevcuduna ayni oranda yansimamistir. Bunun en
blyiik sebebi, Rusya ile sicak ¢atisma ihtimalinin gecici olarak ortadan
kalkmasiyla donanmada yapilan gemi tasfiyeleridir. Ozellikle 1779
yilinda pergandilerin ¢cogu hizmetten ¢ekilmis ve devrini tamamlamistir.
1780’e gelindiginde Osmanli donanmasi, Cesme’deki kayiplarini telafi
etmis ve 1770 yilindaki blyUkluginu geride birakmis gériinmektedir.
1726 yilindan beri’® Osmanli donanmasinda bu miktarda
kalyon/yelkenli gorilmemistir. Donanmadaki 39 yelkenlinin 23 adedi
kalyondur ve bu kalyonlar toplam agirligin %’ini olusturmaktadir. Kebir
ve sagir kalyonlar arasinda nispeten bir denge saglanmistir. Firkateynler
ise gercek manada ilk kez bu yillarda Osmanli donanmasinda yer almaya
baslamislardir. Yine de kruvazor sinifinin 6nemli kismini 37 zird (28 m.)
uzunlugunda ve 32 toplu yelkenliler olusturmaktadir. Kiguk yelkenli

10 Aydin, a.g.e., s. 134.
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gemilerin ilk 6rnegi de bir bomba gemisi olan Ra‘d-1 Bahri ile temsil
edilmeye baslanmistir (Tablo 5).

Tablo 5: 1780 Yilinda Osmanli Donanmasinda Mevcut Yelkenli Savas

Gemileri!

Gemi Tiirii / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji
TonajAraligi | Adet | Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 23 59,0% | 37.500 1.630| 75,3%

2.501-3.000 5,1% 5.300 2.650| 10,6%
2.001-2.500 20,5%| 17.750 2.219| 35,6%
1.001-1.500 13 33,3%| 14.450 1112 29,0%
Firkateyn 15 38,5%| 11.850 790 23,8%
1.001-1.500 3 7,7% 3.750 1.250 7,5%
501-1.000 11 28,2% 7.800 709 15,7%
300-500 2,6% 300 300 0,6%

Kiigiik gemi 2,6% 450 450 0,9%
300-500 1 2,6% 450 450 0,9%

Genel Toplam 39| 100,0%| 49.800 1.277 | 100,0%

1776-1780 vyillari arasinda envantere giren ¢ok sayida yelkenliye
ragmen, bir o kadarinin da ¢esitli sebeplerle envanterinden ¢ikmig
olmasi, Osmanl donanmasini 1780 yilinda sayisal olarak beklendigi yere
ulastiramamistir. Yaklasik son yarim yizyilin atihmini gergeklestirmis
olan Osmanh donanmasi, yelkenli sayisi bakimindan Avrupa’da 7.
sirada, gemilerin deplasman tonaji bakimindan ise 8. sirada yer almistir.
Ancak 1780 yilindaki donanma mevcutlari agisindan, Blyilk Britanya,
Fransa ve ispanya disindaki birka¢ devletin donanmalari arasinda biiyiik
bir fark yoktur (Grafik 9 ve 10).

1 DTA, TRS. d. 19.
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1781-1785

1781-1785 yillari arasinda Osmanli  yelkenli donanmasinin
envanterini arttirma performansi, onceki ve sonraki 10 yil ile
kiyaslandiginda mitevazi gériinmektedir. Bu yillar arasinda yalnizca Ug¢
adet kalyon insa edilmistir. Kruvazér sinifi igerisinde ise daha ¢ok 35/37
zira (26,5-28 m.) uzunlugundaki 32 toplu sehtiyelerin insasi tercih
edilmistir. Ancak dikkat cekici bir sekilde, daha once gorilmemis
blyiklikte firkateyn ingsalari da bu yillarda gergeklestirilmistir. Kebir
firkateyn olarak siniflandirilan bu yeni yelkenli gemiler, Bati’da ayni
yillarda ortaya ¢ikan yeni bir firkateyn tlriiniin Osmanli donanmasindaki
cagdas temsilcileridir'?. 1.500 deplasman tonajinin zerine cikan bu
firkateynler, tasidiklari 50 civarindaki topla sagir kalyonlarin ates
glcuniu katladiklarindan, ilerleyen yillarda bu alt sinifin silinmesine
sebep olacak gemiler olmuslardir (Tablo 6).

Tablo 6: 1781-1785 Yillari Arasinda Osmanli Donanmasina Katilan
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri®3

Gemi Tiirii / Tonaj Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji
Araligi Adet | Oran |Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 3| 25,0%| 5.100 1.700| 38,8%
2.001-2.500 1 8,3%| 2.450 2.450| 18,6%
1.001-1.500 2| 16,7%| 2.650 1.325| 20,2%

12 Osmanl kebir firkateynleri ile ilgili yakin zamanda yapilan bir ¢alisma igin bkz.: Enes
Depe, “Osmanli Donanmasinda Kebir Firkateynlerin Ortaya Cikigi: 1780-1800”, Tiirk
Harp Sanayii Tarihi Sempozyumu, Milli Savunma Universitesi (yayim asamasinda).

13 DTA, TRS. d. 19, s. kapak, 51-52; TRS. d. 23, s. 2, 16, 48, 92, 128, 130, 134, 140, 144;
TRS. d. 27, s. 2, 40, 45, 81; TRS. d. 40, s. 63; TRS. d. 42, s. 2; TRS. d. 49, s. 52, 68; TRS. d.
56, s. 5; BOA, MAD. d. 2925, s. 189, 204; 3988, s. 113; 4122, s. 180; 10396, s. 200, 206,
207; 10406, s. 224, 270, 272; D. BSM. d. 2150, s. 158; D. BSM. TRE. d. 15051; 15060, s.
16; C. BH. 4208, 4335, 6456, 8380, 9336, 9841, 10042, 11194, 11504; istanbul
Universitesi, Nadir Eserler Kiitiiphanesi, TY 8827, vr. 36b, 38a, 393; Cicek, a.g.t., s. 880,
964; Ahmed Vasif Efendi, Mehdsinii’l-Asér ve Hakdikii’l-Ahbdr, (Haz: Miicteba ilgurel),
istanbul, 1978, s. 260-261; Taylesdnizdde Tarihi, s. 73; Erdogan Diimen, Denizde Yillar
Boyu Anadolu Tiirkleri 1081 — 1922 (Onsekizinci Yiizyil), istanbul, 1993, s. 101; Bahri S.
Noyan, “Eski Gemilerimizin isimleri”, Hayat Tarih Mecmuasi, 1/14 (1978), s. 92.
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Firkateyn 8| 66,7% 7.700 963 | 58,6%
1.501-2.000 2| 16,7%| 3.300 1.650| 25,1%
501-1.000 6| 50,0%| 4.400 733 | 33,5%

Kiiglik gemiler 1 8,3% 350 350 2,7%
300-500 1 8,3% 350 350 2,7%

Genel Toplam 12| 100,0% | 13.150 1.096 | 100,0%

1781-1785 yillari arasinda envantere eklenen gemilerin sinirhlig
sebebiyle, Osmanli donanmasi yelkenli gemi sayisinda Avrupa’da 7.
sirada, bu gemilerin deplasman tonajina gore ise 8. sirada
bulunmaktadir. Bu yillarda yeni eklenen gemilerin nispeten az sayida
olmasi, 18. yuzyilin basinda kalyon mevcudunda hedef olarak belirlenen
40 adedin, bu yillarda tekrar asilmis olmasindan ileri geliyor olmalidir.
Donanma mevcudu icin 40 kalyonun, bu donemde Osmanlilarin aktif
olarak kullanabileceklerini distndikleri niceliksel st sinir oldugu
varsayilabilir (Grafik 11 ve 12).
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Grafik 11: 1781-1785 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri Adedi
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Grafik 12: 1781-1785 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklari

1781-1785 yillarinda envantere ancak 12 geminin girmesi ve bazi
gemilerin de ¢esitli sebeplerle envanterden ¢ikmasiyla, Osmanlh
donanmasinda 1785 yilinda mevcut olan yelkenli gemilerin miktarinda
1780 yilina gore bliylk bir artis gérilmemistir. Ancak kalyon-firkateyn
sayisi orantili bir hale gelmistir. Her iki tlirde de blyik olcide sinifinin
kiicik savas gemileri kahir ekseriyeti olusturmaktadir. Sagir kalyonlarin
hatt-1 harp gemileri icindeki agirligi devam ederken, firkateyn sinifini
genellikle birka¢ yiiz tonluk yelkenliler olusturur. Buna karsin 500
tondan kiiglk firkateynlere artik rastlanmamaktadir. Kiiglik gemiler
arasina bir bomba gemisi daha dahil olmustur. Kisa sireligine de olsa,
1785’e gelindiginde Osmanli donanmasi icin yeterli kabul edilen bir
yelkenli sayisina ulasildigi sonucu cikarilabilir. Ancak Rus donanmasinin
hizla kuvvet kazanmasi, akabinde Osmanh ricali tarafindan yeni bir
diizenlemenin  ylrirlige konulmasini  netice vererek hedef
biyuttlmesini beraberinde getirmistir (Tablo 7).
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Tablo 7: 1785 Yilinda Osmanli Donanmasinda Mevcut Yelkenli Savas
Gemileri'

Gemi Tiirli / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji

Tonaj Araligi | Adet Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 23 48,9% | 37.400 1.626 65,6%
2.501-3.000 2 4,3% 5.300 2.650 9,3%
2.001-2.500 7 14,9% | 16.000 2.286 28,0%
1.001-1.500 14 29,8% | 16.100 1.150 28,2%
Firkateyn 22 46,8% 18.850 857 33,0%
1.501-2.000 2 4,3% 3.300 1.650 5,8%
1.001-1.500 3 6,4% 3.750 1.250 6,6%
501-1.000 17 36,2% | 11.800 694 20,7%
Kiiglik gemiler 2 4,3% 800 400 1,4%
300-500 2 4,3% 800 400 1,4%
Genel Toplam 47 | 100,0% | 57.050 1.214 | 100,0%

1785 yilinda Osmanli donanmasi, makul bir blylimeyle 1780
yihndaki konumunu korumustur. Bu yilda Osmanli donanmasi 47
yelkenli gemi mevcuduyla Avrupa’da 7. sirada bulunurken, deplasman
tonaji bakimindan isve¢’in hemen arkasindan 8. sirada yer almistir.
(Grafik 13 ve 14).

14 DTA, TRS. d. 23, 27; BOA, MAD. d. 2925, s. 204; Depe, a.g.t., Ek 1.
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Grafik 13: 1785 Yilinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
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Bliyik oOlclide Rusya’ya karsi savasla gecen 1786-1790 vyillar
arasinda, Osmanl donanmasi envanterine katilan vyelkenli savas
gemilerinin miktarinda adeta bir patlama yasanmistir. Bu yillarda kalyon
insasi nispeten sinirli kalrken, firkateyn ve daha kiglik gemilerin
edinilmesinde biiyiik bir ivme kazaniimistir. Ozellikle Le Roy’un basini
cektigi Fransiz gemiinsa uzmanlarinin yirittigu insa programiyla, basta
salopeler olmak lizere onlarca kiictik yelkenli gemi Osmanli donanmasi
hizmetine girmistir®. ilgili yillarda yalnizca 300 tonun lizerindeki yelkenli
gemilerin adedi 50’yi bulmustur (Tablo 8).

Tablo 8: 1786-1790 Yillari Arasinda Osmanli Donanmasina Katilan
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri®®

Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji
Gemi Tiirdi / Tonaj Arahig
Adet | Oran |Toplam | Ortalama| Oran

Kalyon 7| 14,0% | 13.800 1.971| 40,9%

2.501-3.000 2 4,0%| 5.400 2.700| 16,0%

2.001-2.500 2 4,0%| 4.550 2.275| 13,5%

1.501-2.000 1 2,0%| 1.500 1.500| 4,4%

1.001-1.500 2 4,0%| 2.350 1.175 7,0%
Firkateyn 22| 44,0% | 13.400 609 | 39,7%

15 Daniel Panzac, Osmanli Donanmasi (1572-1923), (Cev. Ahmet Maden, Sertag
Canpolat), istanbul, 2018, s. 217-223; idris Bostan, Kiirekli ve Yelkenli Osmanli Gemileri,
istanbul, 2005, s. 149, 152; Tuncay Zorlu, Osmanli ve Modernlesme: Ill. Selim Dénemi
Osmanli Denizciligi, istanbul, 2014, s. 147-153.

16 DTA, TRS. d. 23, s. 2, 81, 148, 152, 172, 174, 184; TRS. d. 27, s. 23, 31, 33, 36, 40, 42,
51, 54, 77, 79, 88, 172, 174; TRS. d. 31, s. 2, 23, 30- 34, 42; TRS. d. 34, s. 3, 66-70, 86;
TRS. d. 37, s. 19, 20, 173, 233; TRS. d. 40, s. 5; TRS. d. 42, s. 49, 111; TRS. d. 49; TRS. d.
56, s. 5; BOA, MAD. d. 2925, s. 204; 3365, s. 123; 10406, s. 262, 267; 10412, s. 229; D.
BSM. d. 2150, s. 181-193; KK. d. 5723; C. BH. 2373, 2515, 2767, 3607, 3933, 9870, 10488,
11160; HAT 8512, 9731, 10631, 10670, 10713; AE. SSLM.IIl 24671, 23959; istanbul
Universitesi, Nadir Eserler Kiitiiphanesi, TY 8827, vr. 13b, 14a, 25a, 28b, 293, 36b, 37a-
b, 38b, 39b, 40a-b, 41a; Ahmed Vasif Efendi, Mehdsinii’l-Asér ve Hakdikii’l-Ahbdr. (Haz:
Miicteba ilgiirel), istanbul, 1978, s. 393; Taylesdnizdde Tarihi, s. 191, 223-224, 292; Ali
Osman Ginar (1999). Mehmed Emin Edib Efendi’nin Hayati ve Tarih’i, Yayimlanmamis
Doktora Tezi, istanbul 1999, s. 160; Tredrea ve Sozaev, a.g.e., s. 269, 275.
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1.001-1.500 3 6,0% | 3.400 1.133| 10,1%

501-1.000| 11| 22,0%| 6.800 618 | 20,1%

300-500 8| 16,0%| 3.200 400 9,5%

Kiigiik gemiler 21| 42,0%| 6.550 312 | 19,4%
300-500| 21| 42,0%| 6.550 312 | 19,4%

Genel Toplam 50| 100,0% | 33.750 675 | 100,0%

1786-1790 yillari arasinda envanterine giren gemi sayisi bakimindan
Osmanli donanmasi, uzmanligindan istifade ettigi Fransiz donanmasi ile
ayni sayida gemi edinmeyi basarmistir. Bu haliyle nicelik bakimindan
Avrupa’da Fransa ile birlikte ikinciligi paylasmaktadir. Deplasman
tonajina gore ise, yeni hizmete giren Osmanl gemilerinin ¢cogunlukla
hafif yelkenlilerden olusmasi sebebiyle, Osmanli donanmasi 5. sirada
kendine yer bulabilmistir. Her iki kriterde de Rusya donanmasinin birinci
sirada yer almasi, Osmanlilarin bu vyillardaki rekabet seviyesini
sorgulatmaktadir. Elbette Rusya’nin deniz glicinin Baltik ve Karadeniz
olmak lizere iki ana bdlgeye ayrilmis olmasi yaninda, isve¢’in de savasa
dahil olarak bir denge saglandigi agiktir (Grafik 15 ve 16).
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Grafik 15: 1786-1790 Yillari Arasinda Avrupa Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri Adedi
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Grafik 16: 1786-1790 Yillari Arasinda Avrupa Donanmalarina Eklenen
Yelkenli Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklari

Rusya ile karada ve denizlerde devam eden harp yillarinin igcinde
kalan 1790 yilinda, Osmanh donanmasinin nicel olarak vyukselisi
beklenenin altinda  kalmistir.  Muhtemelen vyelken devrine
gecilmesinden itibaren en biylk insa ve satin alim performansinin
sergilendigi 1786-1790 yillarinda envantere giren gemiler, savas ve
diger sebeplerle pek cok geminin elden ¢ikmasi sebebiyle donanma
mevcuduna ayni 6l¢lide yansimamistir. 1785’te 40 adetten 100 adede
cikarilan vyelkenli hedefine, yaklasilmakla birlikte ulasilamamistir.
Yelkenli donanmanin yaklasik 1/3'( salope ve diger kiiglik gemilerden
olusurken, kalyon-firkateyn arasindaki denge mimkin mertebe
korunmustur. Bu yillarda deplasman tonaji 3.000 tonu gegen bir kalyona
sahip olmayan Osmanli donanmasi, dengeli olmakla birlikte ortalama
bir donanma goriinimiine sahiptir (Tablo 9).
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Tablo 9: 1790 Yilinda Osmanli Donanmasinda Mevcut Yelkenli Savas
Gemileri'’

Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji

Gemi Tiirii / Tonaj Arahig
Adet | Oran |Toplam |Ortalama| Oran

Kalyon 20| 27,8% | 38.700 1.935| 57,9%
2.501-3.000 4 5,6% | 10.700 2.675| 16,0%
2.001-2.500 8| 11,1% | 18.100 2.263| 27,1%
1.001-1.500 8| 11,1%| 9.900 1.238| 14,8%

Firkateyn 29| 40,3% | 20.800 717 | 31,1%
1.501-2.000 1 1,4%| 1.700 1.700 2,5%
1.001-1.500 5 6,9% | 5.900 1.180 8,8%

501-1.000 15| 20,8% | 10.000 667 | 15,0%

300-500 8| 11,1%| 3.200 400 4,8%

Kiigiik gemiler 23| 31,9%| 7.350 320 11,0%
300-500 23| 31,9%| 7.350 320 11,0%

Genel Toplam 72 | 100,0% | 66.850 928 | 100,0%

1790 yilinda Rusya ile savas halinde olan Osmanli donanmasi, 300
tonun lzerindeki 72 yelkenli savas gemisiyle Avrupa’da 6. siradadir. Her
hallikarda Rus deniz glcinin gerisinde kalmis ve deplasman tonaji
bakimindan 7. siraya yerlesmistir. Rakibi Rusya ise miktar bakimindan
iki kat daha fazla ve Avrupa’nin dérdiinci blyik donanmasina sahiptir
(Grafik 17 ve 18).

17 DTA, TRS. d. 31, 34; Depe, a.g.t., Ek 1.
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Grafik 17: 1790 Yilinda Avrupa Donanmalarinda Mevcut Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Adedi

2,0
- B
0
n

S EREEEREEEEE

af ,»"'
g ~ R "
Qa. «\ \.sa « \ha‘ « d’ T &
3 F +

mHat- harp mXruvaaor  m XOgUK Gambler
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Sonug

Cesme Deniz Savasi’’'ni izleyen 20 vyilda, Osmanli donanmasi
envanterine 300 tonun Uzerinde toplamda 115 adet yelkenli gemi
girmistir. Bunlarin 1/3’Gne yakini 300-500 ton arasindaki gemilerden
olustugu icin, agirlik bakimindan muadillerinin kismen gerisinde
kalmistir. Ancak yilda ortalama 5 bin tonun Uzerinde ve gesitli tlirden
alti adede yakin yelkenliyi blinyesine katmis olan Osmanli donanmasi,
bu donemde onceki yarim yilzyll boyunca gerceklestiriimeyen bir
performans sergilemistir. Bu potansiyel (Ek 1), takip eden nizdm-i cedid
yillarinda lll. Selim’in ve Kiiglik Hliseyin Pasa’nin gemi insa programlari
icin belirleyici bir gosterge niteligi tasimis olmaldir.

Osmanli donanmasi envanterine giren yelkenli savas gemilerinin
artisinda, tim sorunlara ragmen Rusya ile harbin strdGgt 1771-1775
yillarinda bir ivme yakalandigi agiktir. Takip eden bes yilda, Rusya ile
harp esnasinda kaybedilen gemilerin fazlasiyla yerine konuldugu bir insa
programi gerceklesmistir. Bundan sonraki vyillarda ise gegici bir
doygunluk orani yakalanmis olacak ki, gemi insa ve edinme miktarinin
yarl yariya azaldigr gézlenmistir. Ancak Rusya ile savasin gerceklik
kazanmasiyla bu siireg kisa stirmis, 1786-1790 yillari arasinda Osmanli
donanmasi bir dnceki periyotlardaki potansiyelini yeniden ge¢mistir (Ek
2).

1771-1790 vyillari arasinda Avrupa donanmalariyla kiyaslandiginda,
Osmanli donanmasi gemi artisinda genellikle 4. sirayi isgal etmistir. Bu
durum, yelkenli mevcudu bakimindan dénemin basinda 9. sirada olan
bir donanma i¢in biyilk bir ¢cabanin gostergesidir. Ancak umulmadik
gemi kayiplari sebebiyle, Osmanli donanmasinin mevcudu bu
basamaklari ¢cok daha agir tirmanmustir (Ek 3, 4 ve 7).

Cesme Deniz Savasi’nin ardindan yelkenli gemilerinin mevcudu uzun
yillar sonra ilk defa 20’nin altina diisen Osmanl donanmasi, takip eden
yillarda bu kayiplari telafi edebilmek icin dnemli bir gayret sarf etmistir.
Muhtemelen 7-8 yil icinde bunu basaran Osmanli deniz giicii, 1780 yilina
gelindiginde 1770 6ncesinden daha biylk bir yelkenli filoya sahiptir.
1770-1790 yillari arasinda Osmanli donanmasi igin gerek yelkenli adedi
acisindan ve gerek bu gemilerin deplasman tonajlari bakimindan
kesintisiz bir biyiime sdz konusudur. Oyle ki her iki acidan da Cesme
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sonrasinda Avrupa’da 9. siraya diisen Osmanli donanmasi, 1790 yilina
gelindiginde muadili glglerden daha vyiksek bir performans
sergileyerek, yelkenli gemi sayisi bakimindan altinci, tonaj bakimindan
ise yedinci siraya ylkselmistir (Ek 6 ve 7).

Bu arastirmanin gergeklestirilebilmesi, 1770-1790 vyillari arasinda
Osmanli donanmasi envanterine giren hemen tim yelkenli savas
gemilerinin listesinin gikarilmasiyla mimkiin olmustur. 15. ytzyilin ikinci
yarisindan itibaren Avrupa’nin ilk on donanmasi arasinda yer alan
Osmanli donanmasinin, ilgili 20 yildaki konumu bu sekilde tespit
edilebilmistir. Yapilan tespitler ve uygulanan metot ile, gerek 1770
oncesindeki ve gerek 1790 sonrasindaki yillari kapsayan, Osmanli
donanmasinin itibari konumuna dair yapilabilecek arastirmalar igin bir
ornek ortaya konulmustur.
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EKLER

Ek 1. 1771-1790 Yillari Arasinda Osmanli Donanmasina Katilan
Yelkenli Savas Gemileri®®

Gemi Tiirii / Gemi Sayisi Deplasman Tonaji
TonajAraligi | Adet | Oran | Toplam | Ortalama | Oran
Kalyon 34 29,6% | 60.000 1.765 55,3%

2.501-3.000 5 4,3% 13.300 2.660 12,3%
2.001-2.500 12 10,4% 26.850 2.238 24,8%
1.501-2.000 1 0,9% 1.500 1.500 1,4%
1.001-1.500 16 13,9% 18.350 1.147 16,9%
Firkateyn 58 50,4% | 41.100 709 37,9%
1.501-2.000 2 1,7% 3.300 1.650 3,0%
1.001-1.500 6 5,2% 7.150 1.192 6,6%
501-1.000 40 34,8% | 26.750 669 24,7%
300-500 10 8,7% 3.900 390 3,6%
Kiiglik gemiler 23 20,0% 7.350 320 6,8%
300-500 23 20,0% 7.350 320 6,8%

Genel Toplam 115 100,0% | 108.450 943 | 100,0%

18 Depe, a.g.t., Ek 1.
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Ek 2. Beser Yillik Periyotlarla Osmanli Donanmasina Katilan Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Mukayesesi
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Ek 3. 1771-1790 Yillarinda Osmanli Donanmasinin Yeni Katilan
Gemiler Agisindan Avrupa’daki Siralamasi
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Ek 4.1771-1790 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Adedi
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Ek 5.1771-1790 Yillari Arasinda Bati Donanmalarina Eklenen Yelkenli
Savas Gemilerinin Agirliklar
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Ek 6. Osmanli Donanmasinin Yelkenli Savas Gemileri Mevcudunun
Mukayesesi (1770-1790)
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Ek 7. Osmanh Donanmasinin Yelkenli Savas Gemileri Mevcudu
Acisindan Avrupa’daki Siralamasi (1770-1790)
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Extended Abstract

For the Ottomans, who entered a long period of peace at sea after the war
that ended with Venice in 1718, the navy began to fall into a relatively inactive
position. With a regulation made in 1733, the number of galleons was
determined as 20 galleons (man-of-wars), with the same number of galleons
remaining in the Tersane-i Amire (Imperial Shipyard), in addition to the 10
galleons that would sail to the Mediterranean every year. Until 1769, the
number of galleons in the Ottoman navy remained around 20 galleons.
However, with the entry of the Russian navy into the Mediterranean on this
date and the loss of the most important element of the Ottoman navy in
Cesme, the inadequacy of the existing naval power became evident.

The Ottoman navy, which was tried to be strengthened with the galleons
that started to be built in the Sinope, Mytilene and Rhodes shipyards in the first
half of 1770, began to need a much larger number of warships after the defeat
in Cesme in the same year. However, the continuation of the war with Russia
until 1774 was a significant obstacle to meeting this need.

Tables and graphs showing the number of both existing and acquired sailing
warships of the Ottoman Navy between 1770 and 1790, are given on an
estimated basis, especially in terms of displacement tonnage calculations. The
data obtained were examined in two separate classifications, namely existing
ships and acquired ships to the inventory, in five-year periods. There is a margin
of error of 10% for all calculations regarding the Ottoman navy. Jan Glete was
generally used in the data on Western navies. Even if they were in the naval
inventory, sailing ships whose weight was below 300 displacement tonnage are
not included in the tables and graphs.

After the Battle of Cesme, the number of sailing warships remaining in the
Ottoman navy was 17, eleven of which were galleons. If it is remembered that
the Ottoman navy had 27 galleons even at the beginning of the 18th century,
it becomes clear that 1770 was the lowest point in the 18th century for Imperial
navy. In this year, the Ottoman navy fell to the 9th place among European
navies in terms of the number of sailing warships and its displacement
tonnages.

Between 1771 and 1775, when there was a war with Russia, the Ottoman
navy could not make the expected progress, due to Russian obstructions and
other logistical problems caused by the war. In order to rapidly increase the
naval force, several hundred-tonnes pergandis (brigantines), which could only
be considered 6th rate warships, were put into service by both construction
and purchasing. Since two-thirds of the sailing fleet consisted of pergandi type
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ships, the Ottoman navy in these years looked like a “pergandi navy”. In this
five-year period, the Ottoman navy gained significant momentum, with 30
sailing ships, nine of which were galleons, entering its inventory. With this
performance in terms of both quantity and displacement tonnage, the
Ottoman navy ranked 4th among European navies, after Great Britain, Russia
and Spain.

After the Battle of Cesme, although the Ottoman navy doubled in quantity
between 1771 and 1775, the kebir (large) galleons lost here had not yet been
replaced. Only 13 of the 35 sailing ships were galleons, and four of them were
sagir (small) galleons. Apart from the flagship, there were only 8 large galleons
that could stand in the line. Pergandis, which constituted the majority of the
navy in number, were light ships and could only be used in secondary duties.

Although a significant number of ships were added to the navy between
1771 and 1775, the Ottoman navy could only surpass the Portuguese navy in
quantity in Europe. The Ottoman navy, which rose to the 8th place in 1775 in
terms of the number of ships, could not exceed the 9th place in terms of
displacement tonnage because most of these ships consisted of pergandis.

The composition of sailing warships which were entered to Ottoman navy
service between 1776 and 1780 differs markedly from the previous five years.
In these years when there was no Russian war, due to the emphasing on
galleons, the large galleons lost in Cesme were replaced. The weight of the
ships added to the cruiser class remained relatively limited. However, it may
not be overlooked that the size of the frigates that joined to the navy began to
increase in these years.

Between 1776 and 1780, the Ottoman navy maintained its fourth place in
the European rankings with the amount of sailing warships it added to its
inventory through construction and other ways. In this period, which coincided
with the American War of Independence, the development of the navies of the
participants to this war, especially Great Britain and France, was at an
incomparable level. However, the Ottoman and Russian navies, which were on
the verge of a new war in 1777-1778, were in the top ranks due to their rivalry.

There was a significant increase in the number of sailing ships entering the
Ottoman navy inventory between 1776 and 1780, but due to ship discharges,
this increase was not reflected in the same amount of existing sailing ships in
1780. By 1780, the Ottoman navy seemed to have surpassed its size in 1770.
The size of the navy reached 39 sailing ships, 23 of which were galleons, a size
not seen since 1726. A relative balance was achieved between large and small
galleons. Frigates began to appear in the Ottoman navy for the first time in
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these years. Along with bomb vessels, small sailing ships also began to appear
in the navy.

Between 1776 and 1780, the Ottoman navy ranked 7th in Europe in terms
of the number of sailing ships and 8th in terms of displacement tonnage of the
ships. However, in terms of existing ships, there was no great difference
between the navies of a few states other than Great Britain, France and Spain.

The performance of the Ottoman sailing navy in increasing its inventory
between 1781 and 1785 appears modest compared to the 10 years before and
after. However, remarkably, frigates of unprecedented size were also built in
these years. These new sailing ships, classified as “kebir (large) frigates”, were
the contemporary representatives in the Ottoman navy of a new type of frigate
that emerged in the Western navies in the same years. These frigates caused
the small galleons to be eliminated from the navy in the following years.

Due to the limited number of ships added to the inventory between 1781
and 1785, the Ottoman navy ranked 7th in Europe in the number of sailing
ships and 8th in terms of the displacement tonnage of these ships. The
relatively smaller number of newly added ships in these years must be due to
the fact that the target number of 40 galleons set at the beginning of the 18th
century was exceeded again in these years.

Since only 12 ships entered the inventory between 1781 and 1785 and
some ships were removed from the inventory for various reasons, there was
no significant increase in the number of sailing ships in the Ottoman navy in
1785 compared to 1780. However, the numbers of galleons and frigates has
become proportional. Both types largely comprise the vast majority of smaller
warships of its classes.

In 1785, the Ottoman navy maintained its position in 1780 with a
reasonable growth. In this year, the Ottoman navy ranked 7th in Europe with
47 sailing ships, and ranked 8th in terms of displacement tonnage just behind
Sweden.

Between 1786 and 1790, which was a war years against Russia, there was
a booming in the number of sailing warships added to the Ottoman navy
inventory. While building galleon remained relatively limited in these years, a
great momentum was gained in the acquisition of frigates and smaller ships.
With the building program carried out by French shipbuilding experts, led by
Le Roy, dozens of small sailing ships, especially sloops, entered the service of
the Ottoman navy. In the relevant years, the number of sailing ships over 300
tons alone reached 50.
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In terms of the number of ships entered into its inventory between 1786
and 1790, the Ottoman navy managed to acquire the same number of ships as
the French navy, from whose expertise it benefited. As such, it shares second
place with France in Europe in terms of quantity. According to displacement
tonnage, the Ottoman navy ranked 5th, as the newly commissioned Ottoman
ships were mostly light sailing ships. The fact that the Russian navy ranked first
in both criteria made the Ottomans’ response difficult in these years. However,
Sweden’s entry into the war in the Baltic provided a balance against Russia.

In 1790, which was a year of war with Russia on land and at sea, the
quantitative rise of the Ottoman navy was below expectations. The ships that
entered the inventory between 1786 and 1790, when the greatest building and
purchasing performance of the 18th century was exhibited, were not reflected
in the inventory to the same extent due to the disposal of many ships due to
war and other reasons. The goal of increasing the number of sailing ships from
40 to 100 in 1785 was approached but not achieved. While approximately 1/3
of the sailing navy consisted of sloops and other small ships, the balance
between galleons and frigates was preserved. In these years, the Ottoman navy
appeared to be a moderate, albeit balanced, navy.

In the 20 years following the Battle of Cesme, a total of 115 sailing ships
weighing over 300 tons entered the Ottoman navy. Since nearly 1/3 of these
consist of ships between 300-500 tons, they are partially behind their
counterparts in terms of weight. However, the Ottoman navy, which had an
average weight of over 5 thousand tons per year and acquired nearly six sailing
ships of various types, demonstrated a performance in this period that had not
been achieved in the previous half century. This potential must have been a
decisive indicator for the shipbuilding programs of Selim 11l and Kiiglik Hiseyin
Pasha in the following nizam-i cedid (new order) years.

It is clear that the increase in the number of sailing warships entering the
Ottoman navy gained momentum in the years 1771-1775, when the war with
Russia continued despite all the problems. In the following five years, a
shipbuilding program was carried out that replaced many of the ships lost
during the war with Russia. In the following years, it was observed that the
amount of ship building and acquisition decreased by half, as a temporary
saturation rate was achieved. However, this process was short-lived as the war
with Russia became a reality. Between 1786 and 1790, the Ottoman navy again
exceeded its potential in the previous periods.

Compared to European navies between 1771 and 1790, the Ottoman navy
generally occupied the 4th place in ship owning. During this period, there was
an uninterrupted growth for the Ottoman navy, both in terms of the number
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and the displacement tonnage of sailing ships. The Ottoman navy, which fell to
the 9th place in Europe after the Battle of Cesme in both respects, showed a
higher performance than its counterpart powers until 1790, rising to the sixth
place in terms of the number of sailing ships and the seventh place in terms of
weight.

Carrying out this research was made possible by listing almost all sailing
warships that entered inventory of the Ottoman navy between 1770 and 1790.
The position of the Ottoman navy, which has been among the top ten navies
of Europe since the 15th century, in the relevant 20 years has been determined
in this way. With the findings made and the method applied, an example has
been presented for the researches that may be done on the numerical position
of the Ottoman navy in the years before 1770 and after 1790.
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