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THE CRITICAL INTERROGATION IN THE HOLY QURAN: THE INTERROGATIVE “KAYF-
HOW” AS A MODEL

Abstract

This research is an inductive study of the critical interrogative style in the speeches of the Holy Quran across
various chapters and verses. However, the research has drawn boundaries in one interrogative tool, which is “kayf
al-istifhamiyya” (the interrogative “how”), considering it as short research that cannot cover all interrogative tools
in depth. Since the interrogative style is one of the most frequently employed styles in the Holy Quran, if not the
most prevalent, due to its frequent occurrence in the context of Quranic verses, numbering over twelve hundred, it
was essential to focus on a single tool, which is “kayf-how”. The term “kayf” appears in the Quran in two contexts:
conditional and interrogative. However, the interrogative context predominates, where it is used to inquire about
the state of things rather than their essence. This research will encompass all verses containing “kayf al-
istithamiyya- the interrogative how” and subsequently provide their grammatical analysis, or at least a portion of
them. It will also explore the views of rhetoricians and interpreters on these verses to elucidate the presence of
critical elements within them. Since many discussions on interrogatives, specifically the metaphorical aspects,
have mentioned various purposes, such as reprimand, censure, mockery, astonishment, declaration, exclusion, and
more, this research intends to explore a less traversed path - the critical interrogative aspect. Thus, it aims to be

one of the objectives of metaphorical interrogatives.

The concept of criticism, with its multifaceted meanings in the domains of linguistics and rhetoric, including
distinction, judgment, censure, and reproach, often converges with the purposes of interrogatives in most
interrogative speeches in the Quran and even incorporates them when found. Therefore, this aspect will be
elucidated within the confines of this research.

Keywords: Arabic language, The Holy Quran, Interrogation, Interrogative “kayf-how”, Criticism.
KUR’AN-I KERIM’DE TENKIT ICERIKLI iSTIFHAM: SORU EDATI “KEYFE” ORNEG{
Oz

Bu arastirma, Kur’an-1 Kerim'in gesitli sire ve ayetlerindeki hitaplarda yer alan elestirel soru yéntemine dair
tiimevarimsal bir ¢alismadir. Soru sormanin, Kur'dn-1 Kerim'de -en yaygin olmasa da- en ok kullamlan
yoéntemlerden biri olmasi, bizleri bu makaleyi hazirlamaya sevk etmistir. Elestirel soru yéntemlerinde kullarulan
istifham edatlarinin oldukga fazla olmasi nedeniyle bu arastirmada “nasil” anlamina gelen “keyfe” ile yetinilmistir.
Kur’an-1 Kerim'de bin iki yiizden fazla 4yette tenkit icerikli soru sorma yonteminin kullamldig: dikkat ¢ekmektedir.
Bu 4yetler incelendiginde “keyfe”, hem sart hem istitham edat1 olarak iki sekilde gériilmekle birlikte, daha gok soru
edat1 olarak kullanilmaktadir. Bu edatla yoneltilen sorularda bir seyin éziinden ziyade o seyin durumu hakkinda
bilgi alma amaglanmaktadir. Bu calismamizda Kur'dn-1 Kerlm’'de “keyfe” soru edatimnin gectigi tiim ayetler ele
alinmis, bazilar1 da irdb yéniinden incelenmistir. Ayrica ayetlerdeki elestiri icerikli kisimlarin agikliga
kavusturulmasi icin beligatcilarin ve miifessirlerin sézlerine yer verilmistir. Kur'an-1 Kerim’deki soru sorma
y6ntemini mecizl yoniiyle ele alan arastirmacilar, bu yontemin kinama, yerme, alay etme, saskinlik ifade etme,
hayrete sevk etme, itirifa zorlama ve bir seyi digerlerinden hari¢ tutma vb. amaglarla kullamldigini belirtmislerdir.
Bu nedenle bu ¢alismada Kur’an-1 Kerim’deki istitham ydntemi, daha dnce ¢ok az arastirmacinin ele aldig1 ve soru
sorma biciminin mecazi amaglarindan biri olan elestirel soru sorma yéniiyle ele alinmustir. Dilbilimci ve belagatcilar
arasinda ayirt etme, karar verme, yerme, ayiplama vb. anlamlar iceren elestiri kavramy, soru tislibunun kullanildig
pek cok ayette soru sorma ydnteminin amaglariyla értiismektedir. Bu arastirmada da soru sorma ydntemi ile
elestiri kavraminin drtiigen bu amaglari irdelenmeye calisilmistir.
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