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Arap Edebiyatinda Salgin Hastaliklar ve Pandeminin Siir ve Nesir
Ornekleri

Oz

Diinyay1 her zaman ve her yerde kasip kavuran gesitli salgin hastaliklar ve
afetler, toplumlart her yoniiyle olumsuz etkilemistir. Edebiyat Toplumlarin kiiltiir
hafizalarindan biridir. Edebiyatin en 6nemli yonlerinden birisi kiginin hayal giiciinii
artirarak diisiince mekanizmasini harekete gec¢irmesidir. Yazar ve sairleri
Toplumlarin ileri gelen aydin ve miinevver zatlaridir. Toplumlarin duygularina
terciiman olan yazar ve sairlerin maharetleri sanat dolu anlatilarinda goriilmektedir.

Yazarlar halklariyla beraber yasadiklart olaylarin etkisinde hissettiklerini ve bu
elim olaylarin halklar1 arasinda biraktig1 derin etkileri, maharetlerini ortaya koyarak
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tasvir etmeye calisirlar. Arap diinyas: yazar ve sairleri de halklariyla beraber
yasadiklar1 olaylarin halk arasinda biraktig1 derin etkilerini ifade sekilleri sectikleri
kelime ve terimler sayesinde, yazarlar yazim sanatlarindaki basarilarini
gostermiglerdir. Arap edebiyat yazarlar1i birey ve toplum iizerindeki bu
olumsuzluklari nesirle ifade ederken sairleri de duygularini siir misralarina dokerek
anlatmiglardir. Yazarlarin bu durumu eski donemlerde oldugu gibi modern
donemde de insan ruhuna ve i¢inden gecenlere iligkin kayda deger yaklagimlarinda
artis gordiigii belirtilmektedir. Bu arastrmada ge¢misten giiniimiize kadar
insanlarin etkilendigi baz1 salgin ve pandemilerin sair ve yazarlar tarafindan nesir
ve siirle ifade tarzlarindan 6rnekler verilecektir. Bu ¢aligma, edebi metinlerin ve
icinde neset ettigi toplumla iligkisini amaglayan sosyal durumlari gdsteren konulari
baz almistir. Bdylece bu ¢alismanin hedeflerine cevap verebilen en giiclii yontemi
olacaktir. Incelenen siirsel metinleri ¢oziimlemede, i¢ disiplinlerini agiga
¢ikarmada, aralarindaki iligkileri ve c¢alisilan konuyu ifade etmedeki estetik
islevlerini kavramada temel yapisal yaklagimlar goz 6niinde tutulmustur. Ayrica bu
arastirmada su sonuglara ulasildi: Hem sgiir hem de diizyazi edebiyati, salginin
dogasini ortaya ¢ikarmaya calisti, etkilerini belgeledi, semptomlarini anlatti ve
geride biraktig1 biiyiik felaketleri anlatti. Ayn1 zamanda, 6zellikle erken Islam
déneminden sonra, her seyin insan kontrolii diginda bir felaket oldugu inancina
ragmen, ¢aglar boyunca insanlarin salgin hastaliklara kargi tutumlarini ve bunlarin
ana etkilerinden kaginma yontemleri de sunuldu.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap edebiyati, siir, nesir, toplum, salgin.

Epidemics and Pandemics in Arabic Literatiire (Poetic and Prose
Models)

Abstract

The occurrence of epidemics and disasters at any time and in any location has
a negative impact on society in all aspects. However, we may see a positive side to
it in literature, which is evident in its condemnation of the spark of ideas and
sentiments, so that writers and poets excel in expressing them through various
literary arts that depict the disaster and its impact on the human soul. It also
addresses its causes and effects on the individual and society through a remarkable
diversification of the methods and literary arts that writers resort to to approach the
disaster. Some writers express it in poetry, while others express it through prose.
Especially the art of the novel in the modern era, which has achieved remarkable
superiority in its approach to everything related to the human soul and what ails it.
This research attempts to monitor some of the odors and epidemics that affect
humans in ancient and modern times. And the way poets and writers in Arabic
literature receive it, and express it and help it in their souls in poetry and prose. This
study was based on the social stage that determined the connection between the text
and the literary and the society in which it arose, and thus it is the most capable of
the methods to achieve the objectives of the research and recognize its purposes.
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The approach employed in the analysis of the poetic texts under consideration
involved the identification of their internal systems, the establishment of their
relationships, and the delineation of their aesthetic functions in the expression of
the subject matter under investigation.The study reached results including: that
literature, both poetry and prose, sought to reveal the nature of the epidemic,
documented its effects, described its symptoms, and chronicled the great disasters
it left behind. Furthermore, the study presented an analysis of the attitudes and
methods employed by individuals throughout history to cope with and mitigate the
effects of epidemics, despite the prevailing belief that such disasters were beyond
the control of humankind, particularly in the context of the early Islamic period.

Keywords: Arabic literatiire, poetry, prose, pandemic, society.
Structured Abstract

Bitter and sweet events are the facts that make life meaningful. The various
epidemics and disasters that strike the world at any time and in any place have
negatively affected societies in all aspects. One of the most important aspects of
literature, which is considered part of the people's cultural memory, is that it
stimulates ideas and opinions. We see this situation in the novels of writers and
poets who explain people’s feelings. Writers attempt to describe what they hear and
see with their people, what they experience, what they feel, and the profound effects
of events on their people by demonstrating their skill. Arab writers and poets have
proved their success in the art of writing by challenging the human mind with the
words and terminology they chose to express the profound effects of events on
people. While some Arab writers expressed these negatives on the individual and
society in prose, others expressed them in poetry.

In this research, examples of poets and writers were presented who express
some of the epidemics and pandemics that afflicted people at various stages of
history, from the past to the present, in prose and poetry.

Researchers of world literature find that epidemics occupy an important place
in literature. The book "Decameron" by Giovanni Boccaccio, which dates back to
the Middle Ages, and the book by the Iraqi writer Ibn Abi ed-Dunya (823-894) on
the subject of epidemics are considered among the most important literary works.
He is considered one of the first scholars to write a book about Ibn Abi ed-Dunya
(The Black Death).

The Arab countries also witnessed cholera, Ebola, coronavirus disease, and
smallpox in the twentieth century, and in the early twenty-first century, authors who
deal with epidemic diseases talk about diseases that spread frequently, and explain
the effects of these diseases in different places, and they also shed light on the
situations that people go through and their reactions towards it.

In our study, we focused on the semantic analysis of the words epidemic and
pandemic in terms of vocabulary and terminology in classical and contemporary
Arabic dictionaries. The word epidemic, which is synonymous with plague,
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generally refers to every disease and deterioration that is exposed to the essence of
the condition due to natural, heavenly or earthly causes. It is known in the pre-
Islamic Arab culture as an adversity, natural disaster, and catastrophe in all its
meanings. Examples include disasters affecting human property or health, as well
as environmental and climatic conditions, natural disasters, disasters and social
conflicts.

In our study, one of the most talked about epidemic diseases (plague) in Arabic
literature is the Emmaus epidemic that occurred in the eighteenth year of the Hijra
during the reign of Caliph Omar Ibn Al-Khattab Ra. And it was so terrible. And the
Arab poet ‘Ibn al-Wardi’ (1292 AD), who died in the plague of Aleppo, which he
mentioned in his masterpiece. The work called (Al-Naba’ Ani al-Wafa) was
included in the Mamluk era ‘Al-Naba’ ani al-Wafa’ (1349). In addition, the
Sudanese novelist Amir Taj Al-Sir describes the scene of the epidemic events, as
well as the one written by the Nobel Prize-winning writer Naguib Mahfouz in his
novel The Harafish, where the coffins carrying the dead are lined up in a convoy
towards the cemetery, one after the other, and that there is no difference between
the notables of the neighborhood and its beggars. The way he wrote about the
suffering of people in daily life in his novel Ebola 76, and finally the way he
described the problems of a poor family consisting of a peasant mother and father
living in the countryside, in Nizar Dandash’s novel (Corona between Two Intifadas
and ‘The Intifada’) is included in our study.

The examples presented in our research are selected from different stages of
history and define literature as something that carries a human message that can
only arise from the basic concerns of society and the events that occur in the lives
of its members, and express the desire of the writers. Their interaction with
problems that pose a major threat to the existence of the society in which they live
and their efforts to assume their responsibilities. This is why we see literature in
general responding to the pandemics and epidemics that have ravaged nations
throughout the ages, as an important weapon in the awareness battles against
epidemics. Which gives nations strength and motivates them to confront these
disasters, so that confrontation becomes part of the writer’s responsibility towards
his society and the events he is exposed to that threaten his existence. Perhaps most
literary works dealing with epidemics are keen, in large part, to reveal the nature of
the epidemic, describe its symptoms, document its effects, chronicle the disasters it
has left behind, and describe its repercussions on the personal or collective level.

The Corona epidemic that recently struck the world is only a link in a series of
epidemics that struck the world and claimed the lives of millions of people
throughout different historical times.

This requires historians and researchers to exert more effort into researching
this dangerous phenomenon, which has begun to cause anxiety and fear among
people at the present time.
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