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Dogal afetler, tarih boyunca toplumlari dogrudan etkileyen en énemli faktorler arasinda yer almistir. Bunlar arasinda
veba ve clizzam gibi salgin hastaliklar, depremler gibi yer kabugu kaynakli felaketler ve sel, firina gibi atmosferik
olaylar sayilabilir. Bu ¢alisma, Osmanli déneminde meydana gelen 952 Hicri / 1546 Miladi yilindaki Kudiis depremini
incelemektedir. Kudis, bu dénemde yuzyillar boyunca farkli siddet ve siklikta pek ¢ok dogal afet yasamistir. Bunlar
arasinda, bu galismada ele alinan deprem o6zellikle dikkat gekicidir. Bu arastirmanin temel motivasyonu, s6z konusu
depremin ozellikle Kudiis ve genel olarak gevre bolgeler igin tagidigl biyiik 6nemdir; zira bu olayin sonuglari, dénemin
toplumsal ve mimari gergekligi Gzerinde kalici izler birakmistir. Ayrica, bu depremi kayit altina alan tarihi belgelerin azlig,
olayin 6nemini vurgulamayi daha da gerekli kilmaktadir. Ozellikle, Kudiis Ser‘iyye Mahkemesi arsivlerinde bu depreme
dair kayitlar muhafaza edilmistir. Bu galismada, s6z konusu kayitlar detayli bir sekilde taranmis, deprem ve etkilerine
dogrudan veya dolayl olarak atif yapan belgeler derlenmistir. Elde edilen bulgular, bu olayin Kudis’teki yasam lzerindeki
genis kapsamli etkisini ortaya koyan zengin veriler sunmakta ve akademik bir inceleme igin yeterli malzeme saglamaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Deprem, Kudiis-ii Serif, Kudiis Sicilleri, Osmanli imparatorlugu

Abstract

Natural disasters have consistently ranked among the most significant factors directly influencing societies throughout
history. These include pandemics such as the plague and leprosy, terrestrial disasters like earthquakes, and atmospheric
phenomena such as floods and storms. This study examines the Jerusalem earthquake of 952 AH / 1546 CE, which
occurred during the Ottoman era. During this period, Jerusalem experienced numerous natural disasters, including
earthquakes of varying frequency and intensity across centuries. Among these, the earthquake addressed in this study
is particularly noteworthy.

* Sorumlu Yazar: Ibrahim Rabayah (Prof. Dr.), El-Kudiis Acik Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Tarih Bolimii, Abu Dis, Filistin.
E-posta:irabayah@qou.edu ORCID: 0009-0001-6585-4109

Anf: Rabayah, Ibrahim. “Kudiis Sehrive 1546 Depremi.” darulfunun ilahiyat 36, 1 (2025): 169-189. https://doi.org/10.26650/ di.2025.35.1.1448861

This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License @. BY _NC



mailto:irabayah@qou.edu
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-6585-4109


darulfunun ilahiyat 36/1

The impetus for this research stems from the profound significance of this event for Jerusalem in particular and
the surrounding region more broadly, as its consequences left a lasting impact on the societal and architectural
realities of the time. The scarcity of historical sources documenting this earthquake further underscores the
need to highlight its importance. Notably, records of this earthquake are preserved in the archives of the
Jerusalem Sharia Court: This study conducted a thorough survey of these records, extracting documents that
directly or indirectly referenced the earthquake and its repercussions. The findings reveal a wealth of data that
collectively illustrate the extensive impact of this event on life in Jerusalem, providing sufficient material for a
detailed scholarly investigation.

Keywords: Earthquake, Jerusalem (Al-Quds) Sharif, Jerusalem Records, Ottoman Empire

Extended Summary

Natural disasters have historically played a pivotal role in shaping societal
developments. These include pandemics such as the plague and leprosy, seismic events
like earthquakes, and atmospheric disturbances such as floods and storms.

This paper sheds light on the Jerusalem earthquake of 952 AH / 1546 CE, which
occurred during the reign of Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. It assesses the earthquake’s
intensity and destructive impact based on available data while exploring the tools and
methods employed by the Ottoman state in response. Furthermore, it examines whether
Jerusalem’s religious and cultural significance influenced the scale and nature of the
administrative response, both locally and provincially.

Notably, this earthquake coincided with a period of significant reconstruction and
maintenance in Jerusalem, one of the most prominent phases of urban development under
Sultan Suleiman’s rule. Various sources highlight this era as marked by monumental
projects, including the Sultan’s iconic architectural contributions. Sultan Suleiman
demonstrated exceptional care for Jerusalem due to its religious significance, elevating it
to a status befitting its sacred heritage. His efforts encompassed the construction of city
walls, the establishment of water infrastructure such as the “Sabil” canal project, and the
allocation of numerous endowments to ensure the city’s prosperity.

Jerusalem’s Ottoman-era history reveals a pattern of recurring natural disasters, with
earthquakes of varying magnitudes occurring nearly every century. Among these, the
earthquake of 952 AH / 1546 CE stands out due to its significant impact. The event
caused substantial damage to the city’s architectural fabric, leading to the decline of pre-
Ottoman structures, particularly Mamluk architecture, which was subsequently replaced
by Ottoman architectural styles. This transformation has left an enduring imprint on
Jerusalem’s urban landscape.

The preparation of this research was motivated by the limited documentation available
on this earthquake. Conventional historical sources make scant mention of the event,
while detailed accounts are preserved in alternative sources, particularly the records of
the Jerusalem Sharia Court.
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The Ottoman Empire was renowned for its systematic approach to archiving,
establishing both public and private repositories to document events and preserve legal
and administrative records. These archives reflect the empire’s commitment to meticulous
record-keeping, guided by the principles of Islamic jurisprudence. The Jerusalem Sharia
Court records, in particular, offer comprehensive documentation of the city’s social,
economic, and administrative life during the Ottoman era.

This study employed a historical methodology, utilizing a qualitative approach based
on the analysis and interpretation of primary sources. A detailed survey of court records
from the period of the earthquake was conducted, identifying documents that directly
or indirectly referenced the event. The analysis revealed substantial data illustrating the
earthquake’s impact on Jerusalem’s societal and architectural landscape.

The findings indicate that the structures renovated or reconstructed in the aftermath of
the earthquake primarily served religious and educational purposes. Prominent examples
include the Dome of the Rock, Al-Agsa Mosque, schools, and hostels. Additionally,
private residences and other buildings underwent restoration, often requiring court
approval for such projects.

This study underscores the significance of the Jerusalem earthquake as a historical
phenomenon and highlights the importance of the Ottoman archival records in uncovering
and analyzing such events. While previous attempts have been made to study these
records, challenges related to their specificity, language, and accessibility have hindered
comprehensive research. This paper contributes to addressing these gaps by leveraging a
complete archival dataset from the period in question.
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