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Cahi1z'1in Tabiat Felsefesinde Evrimin imkim

Ozet

9. ylizyilda (hicri 3. yy) Basra’da yasayan ve dénemin entelektiiel sahislarindan biri olan Cahiz'in
(6. 255/869), hocas1 Nazzdm’a (8. 231/845) atfederek sdyledigi “Evrende olup-biten her sey
dogasiyla hareket eder” s4zii, onun doga diislincesini 6zetleyen en veciz ifadelerinden biridir. Zira
Cahiz, dogada Allah tarafindan yaratilan her canlinin bir tabiata sahip oldugunu ve ona gére
hareket ettigini, iiredigini, besinini aradigini, avlandigini, yuva edindigini soyler. Canllar
tizerinde Allah'in hikmetini, kudretini, azametini gdsteren delilleri inceler ve onlar hakkinda
bircok bilgiye sahip olur. Bunun yaninda “doga bilimci” ve “etolog” (hayvan davranislarin
inceleyen zoolog) kimligiyle canlilarin yasamsal siireglerini inceler. Onlarin davramslarinin
nedenleri ve psikolojileri {izerine zihin yorar. Hatta canlilar hakkinda gérdiigii, okudugu, duydugu
haberleri bir dizi testten gecirerek deney ve gozleme tabi tutar. Ona kaynaklik eden bu bilgiler,
Aristoteles, Galen ve Polemon gibi difer Yunan diisliniirlere, tip-eczacilik kitaplarina,
bedevilerden alinan bilgilere, maymun, fil, yilan, horoz, képek, giivercin gibi hayvanlarin
terbiyecilerine, yilan ve kus avcilarina, Hristiyan, Yahudi, Sbif din mensuplarina, iran, Hint, Rum,
Tiirk gibi farkli toplumlara, Kur'an ve hadislere dayanir. Chiz, canlilar hakkindaki tiim bu bilgi
birikimini, arastirmalarini ve incelemelerini basta yedi ciltlik Kitdbii'l-Hayevan isimli eseri olmak
tizere diger kitaplarinda da kaleme alir. Bu eserde Céhiz, kedi, kdpek, yilan, kertenkele, kistebek,
giivercin, sahin, atmaca, kartal, devekusu, ziirafa, fil, maymun, domuz, balik, bukalemun, kokarca,
kirpi, kelebek, pislik bocegi gibi bir¢ok farkli canli tiirii ve onlarin tabiatlar1 hakkinda 6nemli
bilgiler aktarir, Onlarin yasamsal siiregleri, iireme sekilleri, kurnazliklari, yiyeceklerini arama
yontemleri, avlanma metotlari, birbirleriyle olan etkilesimi gibi konular tizerinde durur. Bu
yiizden Cahiz'in canlilar hakkindaki goériisleri biyoloji ve zooloji alanlarinda galisan birgok
aragtirmacinin dikkatini cekmis ve onda Charles Darwin’in (1809-1882) 6nciiliigiinii yaptig1 evrim
diisiincesi ve evrim mekanizmalarinin olduguna dair gorisler ileri stiriilmistiir. S6z gelimi
Céhiz'da evrim diisiincesi oldugunu ilk defa 6ne siiren Alman bilim tarihgisi Eilhard Wiedemann
(1852-1928), Arap arastirmaci ismail Mazhar (1891-1962), Amerikali botanikgi ve bilim tarihgisi
Conway Zirkle (1895-1972), ispanyol miistesrik Miguel Asin Palacios (1871-1944) ile Arap
diisiiniirler Ali B Miilhim (1935-?) ve Mahf(iz AzzAm (1927-2022) bu arastirmacilar arasinda
sayilabilir. CAhiz’da evrim fikrinin taninmasinda 6n plana ¢ikan ve arastirmalarda sik¢a kendisine
atif yapilan Tiirk diisiiniir Mehmet Bayrakdar da zikredilen arastirmacilar arasina dahil edilebilir.
Nitekim Bayrakdar'in kaleme aldig1 Isldm’da Evrimci Yaratihis Teorisi adli eser Cahiz'da bir evrim
diisiincesi olduguna dair iddialar barindirmakta ve bu sayede Cihiz’'da evrim fikrinin olugsmasina
zemin hazirlamaktadir. Arastirmacilarin Cihiz'in tabiat felsefesinde evrime isaret eden ifadeler
olduguna dair iddialar1 tartismanin zeminini olusturmustur. Ancak onun tabiat felsefesinde
evrimin gercekten var olup olmadigi, hangi baglamda evrimden bahsedildigi, onun tiim
eserlerinde canlilarin yasamsal siireclerine dair ifadelerin biitiinciil bir okumaya tabi tutulup
tutulmadigi, evrimin dogal secilim disindaki diger mekanizmalarinin (yapay segilim, cinsel
secilim, akraba secilimi) imkani {izerinde net olarak durulmamistir. Bundan dolay1 bu calismada,
Cahiz'in tabiat felsefesinde canhlarin yasamsal siireglerine, habitatlarindaki tutumlarina,
onlardaki tabiatlarin islevine dair ortaya koydugu goriisleri tiim eserleri g6z Oniinde
bulundurularak ve evrim mekanizmalar1 baglaminda izleri siiriilmeye ¢alisgilmistir. Onun tabiat
anlayisinin kokenlerine dair Stoaci pneuma (yasamsal 1s1, soluk, nefes) yaklagim {izerinden bir
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okumanin imkini arastirilmistir. Bu yaklasim {izerine Nazzdm’a nispet edilen, yaratilisin ilk
aninda canlilarin tabiatlarina verilen 6zelliklerin zaman igerisinde sartlara ve durumlara gére
ortaya g¢iktigimi One siiren kiim{in (gizlenme) ve zuhiir (ortaya ¢ikma) teorisi insa edilip,
aralarindaki benzerlikler ve baglantilarin izdiistimleri irdelenmistir. Cahiz’a gére canhlarda
bulunan birincil doga/ortak tabiat (et-tabi‘atiil-‘amme) ile ikincil doga/ayirici tabiat (et-tabi‘atii’l-
garize) dzelliklerinin pneuma yaklasiminda ortaya ¢ikma bigimleri iizerinde durulmustur. Bu
ortaya ¢ikma bicimlerinin canlilarin hayatta kalma sanslarini nasil etkiledigi incelenmistir. Tiim
bu siireglerin kiimlin ve zuhir teorisine dayali 4detullah anlayisinda nasil tezahiir ettigi ve
meydana gelme sekilleri ortaya konulmaya calisilmistir. Ote yandan canlilarin tabiatlarinda
bulunan hayati 6zelliklerin; onlara dogada ne tir avantajlar sagladigi, nasil islevsel oldugu
sorulari iizerinden evrim mekanizmalarinin (dogal secilim, yapay secilim, cinsel secilim, akraba
secilimi) imkani arastirilmistir. Zira Cahiz’a gére canlilarda bulunan farkli tabiatlar onlari dogada
avantajli konuma getirmekte; zekice avlanma yontemleri ortaya koyma, diismanlarindan
kaginmak icin yem olmama metotlar1 gelistirme, hayatl organlara sahip olduklarindan diger
canhlara Ustiinliik saglama gibi 6zelliklere sahip olmalarina neden olmaktadir. Bu c¢alisma
sonucunda, Cadhiz'in canlilar arasindaki yasam miicadelesi, cevrenin onlar {izerindeki etkisi,
canlilarin hayat? organlarinin onlarin hayatta kalmalarina etkileri, {ireme sekilleri, besin zinciri,
canlilarda adaptasyon-modifikasyon, spontane jenerasyon ve metamorfoz gibi evrimin dogal
secilim mekanizmasi1 kapsaminda ele alinan konulara temas ettigi goriilmiistiir. Cihiz'in
bahsettigi canlilar arasinda yapay secilim icerisinde degerlendirilebilecek insanlarda ve
hayvanlarda hadim edilmenin {iremeye olan etkileri, ayni zamanda canlilarin evcillestirmelerinin
tiremeye katkilar: ve bunun sonucunda neslin devamina olumlu ya da olumsuz yansimalar: da
incelenmistir. Benzer sekilde cinsel secilim ve akraba secilimi gibi evrimin diger
mekanizmalarinin da izlerini gsrmek miimkiin héle gelmistir. Ayrica Cdhiz'in ortak ata sorununa
isaret eden herhangi bir goriis beyan etmedigi ortaya konulmustur. Ancak onun kiim{in ve zuh(r
teorisine dayali tabiat felsefesinde ve Adetullah anlayisinda ortak atanin imkdninin aklen
miimkiin oldugu da sdylenebilir. Bunun yaninda Cahiz, insan ve maymun arasindaki fiziki ve
karakteristik benzerliklere de deginmistir. Calismada bir¢ok arastirmaci ve diisliniir tarafindan
Céhiz’da ortak ataya isaret eden gorisler olduguna dair iddialarin da anakronik ve zorlama
yorumlar oldugu tespit edilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: KelAm, Cahiz, Tabiat Felsefesi, Pneuma, Kiim{in ve Zuh{r teorisi, Evrim.

Abstract

In the 9th century (3rd century Hijri), al-Jahiz (d. 255/869), who lived in Basra and was one of the
intellectuals of the time, attributed to his teacher al-Nazzam (d. 231/845) the statement
"Everything that happens in the universe moves according to its nature", which is one of the most
succinct statements summarising his idea of nature. Al-Jahiz says that every creature created by
Allah in nature has a nature and acts, reproduces, seeks food, hunts and makes a home
accordingly. He analyses the evidence of Allah's wisdom, power and majesty in living things and
gains a great deal of knowledge about them. In addition, as a "naturalist" and "ethologist"
(zoologist who studies animal behaviour), he studies the vital processes of living creatures. He
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ponders the causes of their behaviour and their psychology. He even subjects the news he sees,
reads and hears about living things to a series of tests, experiments and observations. His sources
of information include other Greek thinkers such as Aristotle, Galen and Polemon, medical and
pharmaceutical books, information from Bedouins, trainers of animals such as monkeys,
elephants, snakes, roosters, chickens, dogs, pigeons, snake and bird hunters, Christians, Jews,
Sabians, various societies such as Iranians, Indians, Greeks, Turks, Korans and Hadiths. Al-Jahiz
wrote all this knowledge, research and analysis about living creatures in his seven-volume work
Kitab al-Hayawan and in his other books. In this work, al-Jahiz provides important information
about many different species such as cats, dogs, snakes, lizards, moles, pigeons, hawks, falcons,
eagles, ostriches, giraffes, elephants, monkeys, pigs, fish, chameleons, skunks, hedgehogs,
butterflies and stink bugs and their nature. He dwells on their vital processes, reproduction,
cunning, foraging methods, hunting methods and interactions with each other. For this reason,
al-Jahiz's views on living creatures attracted the attention of many researchers in the fields of
biology and zoology, and the idea of evolution and evolutionary mechanisms developed by
Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was put forward. The German historian of science Eilhard Wiedemann
(1852-1928), the Arab researcher Ismail Mazhar (1891-1962), the American botanist and historian
of science Conway Zirkle (1895-1972), the Spanish orientalist Miguel Asin Palacios (1871-1944) and
the Arab thinkers Ali Bi Mulhim (1935-?7) and Mahfliz AzzAm (1927-2022) are among these
researchers. The Turkish philosopher Mehmet Bayrakdar, who was at the forefront of the
recognition of the idea of evolution in al-Jahiz and who is often referred to in the studies, can also
be included among these researchers. In fact, Bayrakdar's work entitled The Evolutionary Theory of
Creation in Islam contains claims that there was an idea of evolution in al-Jahiz and thus prepares
the ground for the emergence of the idea of evolution in al-Jahiz. Researchers' claims that there
are expressions in al-Jahiz's natural philosophy that point to evolution have formed the basis of
the discussion. However, whether evolution really exists in his natural philosophy, in which
context evolution is mentioned, whether the statements about the vital processes of living beings
in all his works are subjected to a holistic reading, and the possibility of other mechanisms of
evolution than natural selection (artificial selection, sexual selection, kin selection) have not been
clearly emphasised. Therefore, in this study, al-Jahiz's views on the vital processes of living things,
their attitudes in their habitats and the function of their natures in his philosophy of nature in all
his works are taken into consideration and traced in the context of evolutionary mechanisms. The
possibility of reading the origins of his understanding of nature through the Stoic pneuma (vital
heat, breath, breath) approach has been explored. The theory of kumiin (concealment) and zuhiir
(emergence) attributed to al-Nazzam is constructed on this approach, which suggests that the
characteristics given to the nature of living things at the first moment of creation emerge over
time according to conditions and situations, and the projections of similarities and connections
between them are examined. After al-Jahiz, the ways in which the primary nature/common
nature (al-tabi'at al-'amma) and the secondary nature/distinctive nature (al-tabi'at al-garize)
characteristics of living things are manifested in the pneuma approach have been emphasised.
How these forms of emergence affect the chances of survival of living things is analysed. An
attempt has been made to show how all these processes are manifested in the understanding of
'ddatullah based on the theory of cumiin and zuhir and the ways in which they occur. On the
other hand, the possibility of evolutionary mechanisms (natural selection, artificial selection,
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sexual selection, kin selection) was investigated by asking what kind of advantages the vital
characteristics in the nature of living things give them in nature and how they function.
According to al-Jahiz, the different natures of living beings put them in an advantageous position
in nature; it causes them to have features such as clever hunting methods, developing methods of
not being eaten to avoid their enemies, and gaining superiority over other living beings because
they have vital organs. As a result of this study, it was found that al-Jahiz touched upon issues
such as the struggle for life among living things, the effects of the environment on them, the
effects of the vital organs of living things on their survival, reproductive forms, the food chain,
adaptation-modification in living things, spontaneous generation and metamorphosis, which are
considered within the framework of the natural selection mechanism of evolution. Among the
living things mentioned by al-Jahiz, the effects of castration on reproduction in humans and
animals, which can be considered within the framework of artificial selection, as well as the
contribution of domestication of living things to reproduction and its positive or negative effects
on the continuation of the generation have also been studied. It was also possible to see traces of
other evolutionary mechanisms, such as sexual selection and kin selection. In addition, it has been
shown that al-Jahiz did not express any opinion pointing to the problem of common ancestry.
However, it can be said that the possibility of a common ancestor is rationally possible in his
philosophy of nature based on the theory of cumiin and zuhiir and his understanding of adatullah.
In addition, al-Jahiz also mentioned the physical and characteristic similarities between humans
and apes. This study has shown that the claims of many researchers and thinkers that there are
views in al-Jahiz that point to a common ancestor are anachronistic and forced interpretations.

Keywords: Kalam, al-Jahiz, Natural Philosophy, Pneuma, Latency (kiim{in) and Emergence (zuhir)
theory, Evolution.
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