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Salda-Yesilova Survey: The Necropolis of Takina in the Context of
Digital Epigraphy and New Inscriptions Found during the Survey

Senkal KILECT*

Abstract: This article presents the epigraphic results of surveys carried out in the | Type: Research Article
Ye_@lova district of Burd_ur province as part of the Sald;-1 - Yeglova Su-rveys- in 2022. l-n Received: 27032024
this context, the evaluation focuses on old and new epigraphic materials discovered in
the centre of Yesilova, particularly in the village of Yarigh. This study presents a digital Accepted: 07.07.2024
and photogrammetric analysis of the research carried out in the village of Yarigli since | py1, 1037095 /gephyra. 1459588
the 1800s by various researchers, including J. Arundell, A. H. Smith, W. M Ramsay, G. E.
Bean, G. Labarre, M. Ozsait, and N. Ozsait. The focus is on the necropolis of Takina and Language: English
Yesilova. The inscriptions on chamosorions and sarcophagi in the Takina necropolis Keywords: Takina; Epitaphs; Ne-
have been scanned using the photogrammetric method in order to check their legibility. cropolis; Votive Inscriptions; Men;
After the traditional methods of reading, the images obtained from the sarcophagi Dionysus; Yesilova / Burdur
scanned by technological methods were compared with the results of previous research-
o . . Gephyra 28 (2024),23-34
ers. Asaresult, two inscriptions in the Takina necropolis were enhanced and corrected.
In addition, two new inscriptions were discovered in the area, one of which is well pre-

served. Outside this area, three new inscriptions were discovered, one a fragment of a

tomb, one a table and crater offering to the god Men, and one an offering to Dionysus.

The Salda-Yesilova Surveys were carried out in 2022 around the Yesilova district centre, Yarish vil-
lage, and Kayadibi village in Burdur province." Since the 19" century, this region has been a popular
destination and a significant area of research for numerous travellers and researchers.” One of the
research areas of the survey team in 2022 was the settlement of Takina. The settlement is located
within the boundaries of Yarish village in the Yesilova district of Burdur province. The necropolis
of the settlement can be seen today. In 1834, J. Arundell read the name of the settlement as Lakina
on the basis of an inscription on the wall of a fountain in the village concerning the construction of
a bathhouse, but this was interpreted as a mistake and corrected to Takina.” Arundell, A. H. Smith,
and W. M. Ramsay visited the site and made a number of records.* In 1956, G. E. Bean discovered
some remains and a necropolis area. Bean published the epitaphs in the area in 1959.° In 1987, S.
Sahin and D. French published Caracalla’s letter, confirming the name of the site.®

*  Dr. Senkal Kileci, Kibyra Excavations, Golhisar, Burdur, Tirkiye (senkalkileci@gmail.com | (/2 0000-0002-
0281-7407).

The Salda-Yesilova surveys were carried out by F. Eray Dokii with the permission of the General Directorate
of Cultural Heritage and Museums, under BAP project number 0847-Giidiimlii-22 of Burdur Mehmet Akif
Ersoy University, and with the support of the Turkish Historical Society, the Kibyra Excavations Presidency,
and the Lago Di Salda Hotel Management.

The modifiers ("*) used in this text indicate the letters that are read from the photogrammetric digitised inscription.
' For the report of the survey see, Dokii 2022.

> Ramsay 1887, 361, 366-368; 1895, 218, 276, 278, 295-297; Bean 1959, 67-117; Robert, Villes’, 105-121; Ozsait
1976, 86; Sahin — French 1987, 133-150; Milner - Hall, Kibyra Olbasa, 53-58; Destephen 2007, 147-173; Lab-
arre et al. 2010, 59-88; French, Roman Roads 3:10, 40-41; Corsten — Hiilden 2012, 48-54.

* For detailed information about Takina, see Arundell 1834, 117-118; Smith — Ramsay 1887, 231-232; Ramsay,
Phrygia 1: 295-297, 329; Ruge 1932, 295-297; Destephen 2007; Dokii 2022, 238-242; Sazak 2023.

* Smith - Ramsay 1887, 231-233; Ramsay 1895, 295-297; 329-331.
> Bean 1959, 89-91.
¢ Sahin - French 1987, cf. Destephen 2007.
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In 2010, G. Labarre, M. Ozsait and N. Ozsait conducted research in the same area and added new
inscriptions to Bean’s inscriptions, which were published in a wider context.” In 2022, the Takina
necropolis was visited by a team led by F. E. Dokii (Burdur Mehmet Akif Ersoy University) as part
of the Salda and Yesilova survey.® The epitaphs are located in the settlement of Takina in the area
of modern-day Biiyiik Besiktasi. The inscriptions on the sarcophagi were analysed using the pho-
togrammetry method in addition to classical reading methods. Most of the inscriptions on the site
are illegible due to surface erosion on the sarcophagi. However, the photogrammetric method’
allowed the correction of one of the inscriptions and the addition of a nomen.

No. 1: Addenda and Corrigenda to SEG XIX 770: Epitaph of Aur. Demetrianos and His Wife

Chamosorion. The surface of the inscription is
severely eroded, the letters are randomly placed
and there are gaps throughout the inscription.
There are surface holes caused by abrasion. This
inscription was previously published by Bean in
1959 and by Labarre and his colleagues in 2010.
In this study, the inscription was digitised using a
photogrammetric method (Fig. 1). The letter ep-
silon is in lunar form as € and omega is as w. The

outer strokes of the letter M are diagonal, slightly Fig. 2
opening towards the bottom (M).

Findspot: Takina Necropolis, Yarish Village, Yesilova / Burdur.
Coordinate: 37°36'10.47"N; 29°55'53.01"E.
Dimensions: H.: 0.47 m, W.: 1.95 m, D.: 0.90 m, L.h.: 0.03-0.12 m.
Date: AD 212 or later (nomen Aurelius).
Ed.: Bean 1959, 90 no. 36; Labarre et al. 2010, 64 no. 2; SEG XIX 770.
"Abp” Anpntpravog Agov Ti’[wv]og kal "AvTp . A [ca. 3/ 4]
2 Mnt"pod”dpov” "Enoi’(nyoav éav o [ig ud]voig Thv
o6pov- "ov” 8¢ [2]E oV got'e” [pet]a [f]"pwag v ke, ENI'T"OI'T".
4 0ot i 10 ie]pdTatov” [ta] Wilo]v X By’
1 Anpnrpia Bean; Anunepiavog Aeov] - - ]k [ - - -] Labarre; 2 OA[ - - - ] Labarres 3 [ - - - JON[ - - - ICI[ - - -

JAY . AC[ - — - |YEII Labarre; 4 [ - - ] ig 10 [isp]cp'ra‘tov v [Ta]'p]Iov X B¢’ Labarre.

Aurelius Demetrianos, son of Leontion, and Aurelia [n.n.], daughter of Metrodoros built this sar-
cophagus only for themselves. It is not allowed to open after us, ... will pay 2500 denarii to the holy
tameion.

7 Labarre et al. 2010.
8 Dokii 2022, 238-242.

° An inscription in the necropolis of Takina had to be corrected, but Th. Corsten’s comment in SEG LX 1502 is
correct. It is therefore not included in this study.
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LL. 1-2: The name previously read by Bean as Demetria has been corrected by Labarre to Deme-
trianos. Photogrammetric measurements indicate that Demetrianos had the nomen Aurelius (Fig.
3). The photogrammetric image suggests that the father’s name was Leontion (Agovtiwv), based
on the ending -og before the conjunction kai and the syllable /ti/. The following line mentions a
woman with the nomen Aurelia, and her father’s name appears to be Metrodoros (Fig. 4).
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LL. 2-3: The letter H is omitted from the verb ¢moinoav.'” In line 3 the phrase "o0" 8¢ [¢]"§ ov
€01"¢” needs an infinitive, but it is also written in two clauses. This part is suggested as peta fuag
on the basis of the existing letters, i.e. after the death of the owners."

L. 3: EIII"'T"OI'T" . (Fig. 5). In accordance with the penalty statement, one would expect to read
émi 0 melpdoag, but neither the letters nor the space allow this. Another example can be found in
the lines of an inscription in Pisidia, where the letters in question resemble ¢nel TO'.!* However,
this does not seem to be a viable hypothesis, since a letter can be observed immediately following
the letter in question. An alternative interpretation is that this can be read as ¢nicoioe.” In this
case, however, the phrase in question must be connected with the prohibitive clause, as is the case
with &vuée. In any case, the remaining letters and letter traces are insufficient to convey the mean-
ing accurately.

' For similar examples see Ramsay, Phrygia 2: 383 no. 223; SEG VI 228; 53, 1322; IG X.2/2, 206.
" E.g. SEG XII 527 (Anazarbos, 2nd century AD).

"> Ramsay 1883, 267 no. 10; I.Pisidia Central 170.

B CIG 111 3863.
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No. 2: Addenda to SEG XIX 773

Chamosorion. The surface of the inscription is worn (Fig. 6). The letter sigma is in lunar form,
and omega is carved as w.

Findspot: Takina Necropolis, Yarigh Village, Yesilova / Burdur.

Coordinate: 37°36'9.89"N; 29°55'53.12"F.

Dimensions: H.: 0.48 (apparent) m, W.: 1.97 m, D.: 0.93 m, L.h.: 0.035-0.04 m.
Ed.: Bean 1959, 90 no. 38; SEG XIX 773.

Date: 212 AD or later.

Fig.7
Avp. Tpogwv [E]lalv]T® [kal T yovau]- Aurelius Tryphon (built this tomb) for
2 Kl adTod Abp. Appia [Mo]volaiov. himself and his wife Aurelia Ammia,
) ) ) daughter of Mousaios.

1 Avp. Tpogw([v Eavt® kai Tf) yovar] Bean; 2 ki avtod Appia Movo[aiov] Bean.

Bean has not seen the nomen AYP (Fig. 7) in the second line of the inscription, nor has he indi-
cated any vacat here. Ammia, like her husband Tryphon, was a Roman citizen.

No. 3: Epitaph of the parents of Aur. Tryphon

Chamosorion. The inscription’s surface is significantly worn. The sigma is characterised as C and
omega as .

Findspot: Takina Necropolis, Yarish Village, Yesilova / Burdur.
Coordinate: 37°36'9.92"N; 29°55'55.32"E.
Dimensions: H.: 0.40 m, W.: 1.93 m, D.: 0.63 (apparent) m, L.h.: 0.03-0.05 m.

Date: 212 AD or later.
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Avp(fhiog) Tpdewy "Zw olpov [¢]moi(n)oev 1@ Tatpi kali] Tf un[t]pt Avp(nAiq) Evtidxn
[M]ljw(S[o]g

2 xal€av't@ Kad T "y'v va'ki M- 86 8 &v Etepog "ioéNdn’, dwoel mpoot eipov

[t]"® tapi’e ™%X a¢’".
Aurelius Tryphon, son of Zosimos, built this tomb for his father, mother Aur(elia) Eutyche, daughter
of Menis, himself and his wife. If anyone else breaks in, will pay a penalty of 1500 denarii to the tamion.

LL. 1-2: The existence of Aurelius Tryphon has already been proven in Takina' (see the epitaph
above). The epitaph of Aurelius Tryphon does not mention the name of his father. As the owners
of the tombs, Zosimos and Aurelia Eutyche are most likely the parents of the above-mentioned
Aurelius Tryphon. This sarcophagus was built especially for the parents of Aurelius Tryphon.
Given that Aurelius Tryphon and his wife had their own separate tomb, it is plausible to assume
that younger members of the family, such as Aurelia Ammia, would have avoided having their
names inscribed on this tomb, but would have registered themselves as the rightful owners. The
absence of Zosimos’ nomen suggests that he died before acquiring Roman citizenship. It is there-
fore likely that the epitaph in question was inscribed after the death of the mother, Aurelia Eu-
tyche. It is suggested that the name of Eutyche’s father may have been Menis, which is a popular
name among the Pisidians."

LL. 2-3: i0¢éAOn = €ioéA0n. The phrase 6¢ & &v €tepog i0éA0n (Fig. 10) differs from the penalty
formulations in Takina'é, but is found in Phrygia."” This verb is probably used here to mean ‘un-
authorized or forcible entry’.

' Bean 1959, 90 no. 38; SEG XIX 773.
'* See LGPN 5¢, s.v.
' For the penalty formulations in Takina see Labarre et al. 2010, 63 no. 1, 64 no. 3, 5.

'7 Ramsay, Phrygia 2: 525 no. 367. A similar verb, éneioépyopat, meaning to attack, is also known from an epitaph
from Pisidia, cf. TAM I11.1 374, 860.
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No. 4: New Fragmental Epitaph

Chamosorion appears to be worn and damaged
from the front. It is buried and also filled with
earth. Its lid has been broken and lifted open.
The letters, epsilon and sigma, are in lunar shape
as €, while theta is as © and omega as w.

Findspot: Takina Necropolis, Yarigh Village,
Yesilova / Burdur.

Coordinate: 37°36'9.62"N; 29°55'53.93"E.

Dimensions: H.: 0.33 m, W.: 1.80 m, D.: 0.97 m, Fig. 11

L.h.: 0.05 m.

Al--—-—-—-—-—- JOY éavtfj {®- [N.n., daughter of n.n. ... built this tomb] for
. . herself [and for her husband Menidion?]

2 e  kat el T pov- while she was alive ... and if Menidion wishes
An0f [Mn]vidlwv x[at]atedival someone to bury ...

The name Menidion is attested in Pisidia.'® He is probably the husband of the woman whose name
is missing from the first line of the inscription. It is most likely that she built this tomb for herself
as well as for Menidion.

No. 5: Votive Inscription to Men

Block of limestone found upside down (Fig. 13). The bottom and back are rough, both sides are
cut. A three-line of Greek inscription is carved into a tabula. The letters, epsilon and sigma are
carved in lunar form (g, C), kappa with short cross-bars (k), and the bar of alpha is crossed up-
wards to the right (A).

Findspot: In the garden of Yesilova district governorship, Yesilova / Burdur.

8 . Mus. Burdur 63; LGPN 5, s.v.
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Coordinate: 37°30'19.98"N; 29°45'9.09"E
Dimensions: H.: 0.27 m, W.: 1.36 m, D.: 0.50 m, L.h.: 0.03 m.

Date: April / May, 17 / 18 AD (3, Sullan Era) or 126 / 127 AD (?, Kibyran era).

g

groug BPT pnvog Aptepuoiov ke " The year 102 / 1237, the twenty fifth of the
MevéSnuos Avihéxov Mnvi lepaléwv Tiv Tpé- month Artemisios. Menedemos, son of An-

o o tilochos, serving as a priest of Men (dedica-
3 mela(v) xal TV kpatiipa ebis eveKe: ted this) table and mixing vessel (krater) as

a fulfilment of his vow.

L. 1: In the word pnvdg, the letter sigma was later added in the upper right corner of the letter
omicron. The inscription is very legible, and the letters BPI' can be identified as numerical values
after the year (£tovg) (Figs. 14-15). However, there seems to be a problem with the date. These
values do not express a whole number, =3 gt o
since B=2, P=100 and I'=3. It is possible
that the inscription contains two calen-
dars,” i.e., £Toug B’ py” or £tovg fp’, Y. A i
previously recorded inscription from the o Fig. 15

settlement of Takina in the village of

Yarigh in Yesilova was dated by A. H. Smith according to the Sullan era.”* W. Leschhorn gives
examples to demonstrate the use of the Sullan era at Takina and Keretapa, as the Pharsalis, Actium

' For an example see Ramsay, Phrygia 1: 308 no. 120-1.
» Smith - Ramsay 1887, 263 no. 51: “o10” =219 =135 A.D.”
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and Kibyran calendars do not agree with the nature of the inscriptions.* If the coexistence of two
calendars is accepted, it is recommended that one of them be in the Sullan era. The other could
be in the Kibyran era, whose area of use was closest to this region. However, none of the above
calendars agree with either of these cases, nor with any other calendar. An alternative hypothesis
is that £tovg Bp” represents the year 102, with I as 3 denoting the order of the month Artemisios
in the calendar year, since the month is already carved immediately after the letter I'. However,
this also seems to be an unlikely hypothesis. I' can be thought of as the third day of the month
Artemisios, but the standard formula in inscriptions is read as year, month and day. It is therefore
recommended that the letters KE, which follow the month, be taken as the twenty-fifth day, rather
than the conjunction kai, which is not necessary here. One of the letters in the date may also have
been misspelled by the stonecutter. If the year is assumed to be 102 or 103, which would entail the
removal of one of the letters, B or T, respectively, the inscription is assumed to correspond to the
period between April and May of the year 17 / 18 AD, based on the Sullan era. However, it is
possible that the inscription is not accurate for this year. Although the letter forms used in the
inscription indicate different periods, the lunar writing of the letters, especially the shape of the
omega in the form of w, suggests that the inscription should be dated to a much later period. If the
Kibyran era is preferred then the year corresponds to 126 / 127 AD, which seems more accurate
than the Sullan era.

L. 2: iepaléwv (sic!) contains the letter epsilon as an epenthesis.” The phrase has been interpreted
as iepdlwv, indicating that Menedemos was serving the god Men, when the wow was dedicated.
The worship of the god Men is widely recognised as widespread in the region.”

L. 3. In the region where the inscription was found, there is only one example of table and mixing
vessel (krater) offerings, that of Apollo near Lake Askania (Burdur).*
No. 6: Votive Inscription to Dionysos

Local limestone votive altar with flat carved four sides and moulded top and bottom. The inscrip-
tion is broken and missing from the right corner of the upper profile and the left corner of the
lower profile. It was found upside down. The altar bears traces of modern damage / carvings on
the front, back and bottom parts (Fig. 16): a woman is carved on the front, three people on the
back and the heads of six people on the bottom, and two screws have been driven in. The lunar
form of the letters is preferred (€, ¢, w).

Findspot: In the garden of Yesilova district governorship, Yesilova / Burdur.
Dimensions: H.: 0.725 m, W.: 0.26m, D.: 0.25 (body) 0.29 (profile) m, L.h.: 0.025-0.03 m.
Coordinate: 37°30'19.80"N; 29°45'9.77"E.

Date: Late Roman period.

! Leschhorn 1993, 287-289.
*2 On the development of epsilon before a back vowel, see Gignac 1976, 1311.

» For the worship of Men in the cities of Asia Minor see, CMRDM 1, 19-155; 111, 17-54, for Antiocheia see pp.
55-66; for the worship of Men specifically in Pisidia see CMRDM IV.

* Ramsay, Phrygia 1: 338 no. 183; I Mus.Burdur 9.
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Front Back Bottom

Aya0fj o[-
Alovibow

3 eoxnv.

With good fortune! N.N,
to Dionysos in fulfillment

of a vow.

Fig. 17

The closest epigraphic evidence of the cult of Dionysus in Pisidia is in the valley of the Eren (Lysis)
river.” The name of the dedicatee does not appear in the inscription.

No. 7: Fragment of an Epitaph

The marble block has a broken pediment and has a flat right side. The left side was cut off and
used as a spolia in a mudbrick building. Unfortunately, it has been vandalised with numbers and
letters written in black and red paint. The letter kappa is carved with short cross-bars (k) while
the letters, sigma and epsilon, are in lunar form.

Findspot: It is located on the wall of the mudbrick building in Takina where the letter of Caracalla
(SEG LI 1812; XXXVII 1186) was placed.

Coordinate: 37°35'36.38"N; 29°56'26.88"E.
Dimensions: H.: 0.30 m, W.: 0.82 m, D.: 0.38 m, L.h.: 0.05 m.

» Ramsay, Phrygia 1: 307 no. 113; IGRIV 895.
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Date: Second century AD (basing on the letter forms).

[ - - ]C Anuntpiov kateoke “ Vaoe ..., son of Demetrios built (this).

The name Demetrios was used in Pisidia from the first century BC to the third century AD.*
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Salda-Yesilova Yiizey Aragtirmasi:
Dijital Epigrafi Baglaminda Takina Nekropolii ve
Yiizey Arastirmasi Sirasinda Bulunan Yeni Yazitlar
Ozet

Bu makalede 2022 yilinda Salda — Yesilova Ytizey Aragtirmalari kapsaminda Burdur ilinin Yesilova ilgesi sinirlarinda
surdirtlen yizey aragtirmalarinin epigrafik sonuglar sunulmaktadir. Bu kapsamda ozellikle Yesilova merkezi ve
Yarish kéytinde bulunan eski ve yeni epigrafik malzemeler degerlendirilmektedir. Yarigh kéytande 1800l yillardan
beri sirastyla]. Arundell, A. H. Smith, W. M Ramsay, G. E. Bean, G. Labarre, M. Ozsait ve N. Ozsait gibi aragtirmacilarin
surdirdagi cahismalarin dijital ve fotogrametrik bir incelemesini sunan bu galisma Takina Nekropolisi ve Yesilova
merkezli ¢alismalari konu edinmektedir. Takina Nekropolisi nde bulunan, zaman i¢inde aginmis ve yok olmaya ytiz
tutmus khamosorion ve lahit mezarlar okunabilirliklerinin smanmasi amaciyla fotogrametri yontemiyle taranmustur.
Klasik yontemlerle yapilan okumalarin ardindan teknolojik yontemlerle taranan mezarlardan elde edilen gorintiiler
onceki aragtirmacilarin verileriyle kargilagtinlnugtir. Boylece Takina Nekropolisinde iki yazitin gelistirilmesi ve
diizenlenmesine firsat dogmustur. Ayni zamanda biri iyi korunmusg olmak tizere iki yeni yazit daha alanda tespit
edilmistir. Bu alan disinda Yesilova ilgesi igerisinde bulunan biri mezar fragman, biri tanrt Men’e masa ve krater adag
ve biri de Dionysos'a bir adak olmakla birlikte toplamda ti¢ yeni yazit daha tamitiimaktadir. Makaledeki yazitlarin
cevirileri su sekildedir:

No. 1: “Leontion oglu Aurelius Demetrianos ve Metrodoros kizi Aurelia [n.n.] bu lahti sadece kendileri icin
yaptirdilar. Ardimizdan (bu mezari) agmaya izin yoktur, (eger birisi acarsa) kutsal tameiona 2500 denarii
odeyecektir.”

No. 2: “(Bumezar) Aurelius Tryphon kendisi ve karist Mousaios kizt Aurelia Ammia igin (yaptirdt).”

No. 3: “Zosimos oglu Aurelius Tryphon bu mezari babasi, annesi Menis kizi Aurelia Eutykhe, kendisi ve karist i¢in
yaptirdi. Bagka biri zorla girerse ceza olarak tameion’a 1500 denarii 6deyecektir.”

No. 4: “[Falanca kizi falanca] hayattayken [bu mezar kendisi ve kocast Menidion icin? yaptirdi] ... ve sayet
Menidion gomiilmesini isterse [ ... ]

No.5:“Yil 102 / 1232, Artemisios ayiun yirmi besi. Antilokhos oglu Menedemos rahipligini yaptigi Men'e bu masay
ve karigtirma kabini (krateri) adag vesilesiyle (adadi).”

No. 6: “Hayrli olsun! Dionysos’a adagini (sundu).”
No. 7: “Demetrios oglu ... s (bunu) yaptirdi.”
Anahtar Sézciikler: Takina; Mezar Yazitlari; Nekropolis; Adak Yazitlar;; Men; Dionysos; Yesilova / Burdur.

Gephyra 28,2024,23-34
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