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FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY FOR LOCAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOP MENT:
EXAMPLE OF TURKEY

Senem DEMRKIRAN " Ebru ONURLUBA S™ Cem TURAN™

Abstract

Local sustainable development has a long termamerdic structure. Thereduction and abolishment of
poverty, one of the major problems of ourera is ohehe fundamental keys required for local susthie
development Local sustainable development mayysolgtur if many factors such as social, economittucal
and environmental can integrate and string a lonip wachother. In this study, the fact of sustai@ab
development that is known as a social event andribesi as “the progress of covering the needs dayo
without making sacrifices from the needs of nextagations” in Brundtland Report, will be definearn the
aspect of United Nations(UN), World Bank, OECD, &ugan Union(EU) and Turkey. Within the context of
“COGEP(Social Protection and Support Program fatskand the Youth for Kids and the Youth)” that istep
for local sustainable development and applied ip&ivinces in Turkey, the before and after parthef project
of “The Youth Look to the Future with Confidenceyhich aims “removing the poor children and youngge
from bad habits, making the mown a job through tiooal education, motivating them for success iairth
school, socializing and encouraging them to plaprisp and developing them in terms of social and
culturalways” and which has been launched to béiegppy Kesan District Police Headquarters in the province
of Edirne to fight against poverty, will be exanminand diagnosed analytically to contribut to losastainable
development in Turkey.

Key Words: Community Issues, Local Sustainable Developmentigb®&esponsibility.

YEREL SURDURULEBILIR KALKINMA iCIN YOKSULLUKLA SAVA §:
TURKIYE ORNEGI

Oz

Yerel surdirdlebilir kalkinma uzun dénemde dinamik bir yapilya sahiptir.@anizin en biydk
sorunlarindan biri olan yoksufiun azaltilmasi ve ortadan kaldiriimasi surduriiek#dlkinma icin gerekli olan
temel unsurlardan biridir. Yerel Sdrdurdlebilir Kaima ancak birbiri  ile ikkili pek c¢ok
sosyal,ekonomik,kiltirel ve cevresel faktoriin kdyar gelmesi ve uyumu ile gercedebilir. Bu calgmada
Brundtland raporunda "gUnimuz ihtiyaclarinin, geleckwaklarin ihtiyaclarini kaslama olanaklarindan
fedakarlik yapilmaksizin, katanabilmesi sureci$eklinde tanimlananve toplumsal bir olay olan stiitibilir
kalkinma olgusu Birlgmis Milletler (BM), Dinya Bankasi, OECD, Avrupa Bili (AB) ve Tirkiye agisindan
tanimlanmgtir. Turkiye'de yerel strdirulebilir kalkinmaninrtdyasi olan ve 81 ilde uygulanan “Guvenli Hayat
ve Glvenli Gelecek icin COGEP (Cocuk ve Genglery8bKoruma ve Destek Programi) kapsaminda Edirne
ilinin Kesan ilcesindeilce Emniyet Midurlgirnin yaritiiciliginde uygulanmaya blanan ve yoksullukla
savgarak “yoksul genc¢ ve cocuklarl kotl sdanliklardan uzakigirarak,mesleki gtim yoluyla meslek
kazandirarak,okul arisini arttirarak ,sosyajfirerek,sporyaptirarak,kiltirel ve sosyal yonderisteerek
sosyo kulturel kalkinmanin hedeflegdi'Kizanlar Gelecge umutla Bakiyor” isimli projenin éncesi ve sonrasi
analitik olarak incelenmgive yerel surduarilebilir kalkinmaya katkilari tespiilmeye cakiimistir.
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1.INTRODUCTION
Poverty, which is a common problem fog fature of the world, is a very important
matter to be fought against globally. Thus, it he tmost important issue which takes an
important place in the development plans of mamynéries. We can define poverty in many
ways; yet, Turkish Language Association definesibeing poor, being down and out, misery
and poorness.

The most important thing that globalization hasseauis that an event no longer
remains regional or local. Globalization, which Isagial, ecological, economic, spatial and
cultural dimensions, registers societal effectstearms of its results. Local Sustainable
Development can only come true when many relatetlaoeconomical, cultural and
environmental factors get together and adapt td eatber. In 1992, in Rio Summit,
sustainable development was featured as a globgloge in local, national, regional and
global level. For this reason, after defining taerts of sustainable development and poverty,
in order to keep gypsy kids, which are thought ¢éoabdisadvantageous group, away from
crime and poverty in the district of Kan in Edirne, “COGEP(Social Protection and Support
Programme for Kids and the Youth) for Safe Life é&wfer Future” that is a step for local
sustainable development and is applied in all ef8& provinces of Turkey, the before and
after part of the project of “The Youth Look to thature with Confidence” aimed for
“removing the poor children and young people froad thabits, making them own a job
through vocational education, motivating them fecceess in their school process, socializing
and encouraging them to play sports and develabiegp socially and culturally.” which has
been launched to be applied bysKe District Police Headquarters in the provincdedirne

to fight against poverty. This project will be exaed here.

2.SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FOR LOCAL DEVEL OPMENT AND
POVERTY TERMS

When we examine Sustainable Developmentaaconcept, it can be defined as
continuing improvement. This improvement may be #r existing good case to be
maintained or for a bad case to be fixed and maiedia Interacting with social, economical,
cultural and environmental factors are available fBustainable Development

(Kaypak,2011:22).Besides, sustainable developmeiitigs necessitate the integration of
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economic, social and environmental policies callEaree Dynamics” (Cetin,2006:8).Today,
sustainable development policies are formed withim scope of these three dynamics. In
1987, in “Brundtland Report” published by World Cmmsion on Environment and
Development, WCED (Report on our Common Futurgdyerty eradication, equality in the
distribution of benefits gained from natural resms; population control and improving eco-
friendly technologies are associated directly wsthstainable development policy. In this
sense it was put forward in the report that basethe hypothesis that economic growth can
be achieved through an eco-friendly perspective,oider to overcome environmental
problems and to prevent poverty, it is vital fovd®ping countries to step into a long-term
growth era, which will enable reorganization (Yikay2011:14).

Agenda 21, which drew attention to @aging poverty, starvation, illiteracy, diseases,
deterioration in ecosystems, international andonali inequality, was opened with the saying
“Humanity is on theverge of a historic moment”. Tihesic approach of Agenda 21, through
understanding of decentralisation, is to devel@pdboperation between the governments and
establishments apart from the governments (Emr2aip5:16).

“4 main objective was put forward about sustainabelopment within Agenda 21
document in which Local Agenda 21 conceptwasimpadu@ttp://www.mfa.gov.tr/yerel-
gundem-21.tr.mfa):
-Local governments of each country has to initiatpaaticipative process with their own
people and form a consensus about Local Agendarahdir own cities,
- Improving the cooperation between internationalenunity and local governments and
taking steps for enhancing the cooperation amoggligovernments in international scale,
-Developing the level of coordination and coopearatbetween localgovernment units and
representatives of other local government for theppse of enriching the information
exchange and experiences,
- Improving and applying programs of every localvgmment to encourage effective
participation of women and the youth to the decismanning and application processes.

As an initiative sustainable developmewhich has cultural, spatial, economical,
ecological and social dimensions, has become amriant fact. Operating there sources,
directing the investments, canalizing the technilealelopments, institutional changes have to

be consistent with both to days and next genersitioeeds (Yapic1,2003:224-225). Besides
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programs such as LEADER, INTERREG, EQUAL and RECIEerving the aim to perform
the sustainable development, it is an importaneéahje within the plansand programs of the
countries (Molitor, 2004:1 Transmitting Cetin,M.Z00).

Today, notably United Nations as well as, orgamirest such as OECD, World Bank,
WTO, UNEP, UNCSD, UNCTAD, World Wide Fund for NagytWorld Resources Institute
and World Business Council on Sustainable Developnaed EU have the position of a
coordinator in decisions and activities on sustalimadevelopment due to their level of
development(Gonel,2002:2). Income inequality ankleptreasons among countries in the
world resulted in the countries having differentdls of development. Particularly, the far cry
between developed and underdeveloped countriess give floor to the economically
developed countries about the issues of the warldgch concerns the future of the whole
humanity. On the other hand, economic and sociadlitions interact with each other in terms
of solution of unemployment problem, poverty reduct and income distribution.
(Gurluk,2010:87). Specifically the notion which @alled poverty, causing the loss of
resources of the countries, is the most importaaiten in in local sustainable development.
For this reason, the perception of the notion falvor the development process. However,
today the term poverty is defined variously. Poyemwhich we assign the meaning of
shortage, not possessing or not being able to pesse an important global problem for
which all the countries search for a solution. Bus reason, after approving that it is an
obligation to get rid of poverty, World Bank and itédl Nations admitted that poverty is a
problem concerning the third world in the Commuritgvelopment Summit carried out in
Copenhagen by UN in 1995, and fight against pgvirok its place in the development.
(Ozdek,2009:2-3). From the 1990’s onward, due ot sif fight against poverty taking place
in the development process, it helped both thel lagd international organizations increase
the irendeavor, survey and concept of poverty.(Ggad,2008:42). Thus poverty, apart from
local scale, has become a fact to be abolished witernational economic
stabilization,incentive of the investments, redgcithe inequality and improvement of
organizational capacity (Uzun,2003:167-168). Thencept of poverty intended to be
abolished in local and international scale wasddsli into subtypes and fight against them
was meant to be identified. Accordingly, povertydsfined separately such as absolute,

relative and humane poverty. Absolute poverty ist“peing able to provide the minimum
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required consumption level for the individual’'s mrembers’ of the family to reproduce

himself/herself biologically and survive” (Temiz2861). Relative poverty is" the welfare

situation of the individuals or household to be emd specific welfare ratio compared to the
society.” It mentions the ones who are under thamidge standard but above starvation line
(Caliskan,2010:101). Humane poverty is the type of pgvethating the factors such as
freedom, personality which constitute humanity tbge with humans reaching their basic
(Dogan and Tatli, 2014: 101).

The presence of poverty, which is a global probkgifects all countries differently.
Since getting rid of it will result in positive eitts, following a path to fight with the types of
poverty from the specific to the general may beardgd a proper approach partially. Hence,
growth and development programs of regional andlloommunities contributed notably to
local development for so many years (DoamekpondlBeckett,2015:2)

Recently, for sustainable development, especialty$ing on areas such as :

* poverty and social exclusion;

* the quality of civil constitutions and governance

» satisfaction of personal welfare, health and life

* job seeking;

» economic performance;

» standards acquired at school,

ecrime and social diversity has increased the itgpme of local sustainable
development. (Altay,2007:344). In Turkey, the apmsvided by the government and non-
governmental organizations and microloan practiees very important (Onder and
Senses,2005:14). One of the examples that can ke dor the practices in Turkey is the
project of “The Youth Look to the Future with Caénce” adopted within the context of
Social Protection and Support Program for Kids tredYouth for Safe Life and Safer Future
(COGEP).

3.FIGHT AGAINST POVERTY: THE YOUTH LOOK TO THE FUTU RE WITH
CONFIDENCE PROJECT

Social Protection and Support Program for Kids @l Youth for Safe Life and Safer
Future (COGEP), whose aim is to “provide the kidsl éhe youth develop personally and
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socially by actualizing the precautions in societainner, contribute them to be beneficial to
society by providing them social and educationgipsuit, decrease the indirect limitations of
the ones who emigrated from the country to thesiind not fitted in the social life or the
disadvantageous groups for safer life and integgatiem to social life” has a target group of
kids who are between 12-16, the youth between la@r2bfamilies of the target groups, and
besides exceptionally kids between 5-12 in termangiroving the communication with the
children within the scope of protection and supportpractices
(http://www.asayis.pol.tr/Sayfalar/cogep.aspx). Térganizations that signed this protocol
are: Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Nathal Education, Ministry of Health, Ministry
of Labor and Social Security, Ministry of Family danSocial Policies, Ministry of
Development, Ministry of Youth and Sport, Asso@atiof Municipalities of Turkey, Turkish
Union of Chambers and Exchange Commodities.

Within the frame of this program, the project cdll&he youth look to the future with
confidence” which costs 217.180 TL was put inteeffin 2014 in Kgan, Edirne by District
Police Department of Kan. The coordinator of the project is the DistRalice Department
of Kesan with the association of K&n Social Care Center, kan District Youth Services and
Sports Directorate and Mayorship of gaa. At the beginning, the main goal of the project
was established as breaking the bad habits of gkolsyand youth who have low financial
situation, socializing them, giving them vocatiotr@aining, providing course and documents
for the ones getting ready for Placement Test (S&8) Undergraduate Placement Exam
(LYS), training 30 male high school studentson jadd 30 male students on basketball.

The issues committed in the project are as follawshe date of January,2015(Project
Officer Olcay Bilmgk):

In March 21, 2014 with the association of Distidational Education Directorate of
Kesan, after determining 50 students who are at géaitbel7 secondary schools that prepare
for Placement Test and 50 students who are at dtadgetting ready for Undergraduate
Placement Test in 12 schools, their supplementexy ibooks were handed in with the
company of directors of schools. In March 28, 2®dth the support of the Directorate of
Kesan Public Education Center, a Placement Test cdarsgecondary school students was
opened with the participation of 78 students andJadergraduate Placement Test course for
26 students.
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A world knowledge quiz contest was held for soaméraction named “The Youth of
Kesan Compete” (Kganli Gengler Yasiyor) and gifts were given for the winners. Besjdes
poor kids who have the possibility to get involuactrime were determined by district police
department of Kgan in 19 elementary schools and they were encodragearticipate in Kite
Festival as a means of social entertainment. Wah@ultural and Social activities context, 80
students were taken to Ankara and Samsun in difféh@es. In order to raise physically and
mentally healthy individuals in the society and @amage poor kids for sports to fight against
crime, 36 football teams were formed and a foottmalinament was held in local level.

Finally, within the scope of “Vocational Training@Forming Vocational Curriculum,”
the kids and youths who are involved in the progeca number of 30 males and 30 females
who got involved in crime or have the possibilibyget involved in crime aged between 15-18
and poor 16 females and 9 males neither involvedniy crime nor have the chance to get
involved in crime were given Greenhouse Cultivatioourse to have a job and social
functionality Moreover, in order to provide emplognt to those, who completed their green
housing course, cooperation was held with the edldbundations and non-governmental
organizations. Short term taekwondo and basketmalises were opened in the district and
25 poor kids were circumcised. Activities will kegping until 2016 within the project. The
purpose is to raise the opportunities of poor ysuih look to the future with hope and

confidence.

4.CONCLUSION

It is more obvious for the countries that wish tavé economic development to
prioritize their local regional development thariksglobalization. In order to fight against
poverty which is a global problem, countries fornmegional and international economic
unions and this resulted in polarization among ¢bentries in terms of their development
level. The organizations, which we define as ecdnoumions that were formed by the
developed countries have the voice on the plangesgtam for sustainable development and
have carried it into local scal@oday, each country keeps their struggle on devetop
within the frame of their opportunities. Howevervelopmental differences among the

countries cause inequality in sustainable developipelicies of those countries.
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It is very important for developing countries swshTurkey to enable the development
via the donations and support by EU and other argéions. Ministry and Governmental
regional development agency supports and faciditater local sustainable development.
Thanks to the project within the scope of COGERegan, gypsy kids and young people who
are more likely to commit various crimes becausepoVerty and social discrimination
compared to their peers were saved from the feairgxclusion and brought to the society.
These kind of projects, especially aiming the katg, very important in order to provide local
development which is the primary step of the dgmelent and make it sustainable.
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