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The Historian Fuad Sezgin and his corrected concepts in the 
history of Islamic Civilization  

Abstract: Many historians from the east as well as a group of orientalists, 
have studied the history of Islamic civilization from its various aspects. 
Professor Fuad Sezgin stands as the most distinguished among them. He 
has made invaluable contribution which earned him a unique place 
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throughout the world. His outstanding accomplishments are mostly in 
Islamic sciences, which is in the core of the Islamic civilization. The deep 
knowledge, what Professor Sezgin has of both Muslim and Western 
civilizations, made him a unique scholar with outstanding achievements. 
He availed himself with the knowledge of many languages to tape on 
various resources in his studies. He made his mission to help in revival of 
the Islamic civilization and to show its tremendous impact on the 
development of humanity. His lifelong attachment, deep passion, tireless 
works throughout his long career enabled him to achieve the unique and 
invaluable contributions.  Not only did he write and publish books, he tried 
to exhibit the history of this civilization by establishing unique museums in 
Frankfurt and Istanbul.  
Sezgin’s studies also aimed to correct numerous misconceptions among 
both Muslims and Western history of Islamic civilization, and to change the 
existing under-estimation and appreciation which westerners have about 
Islamic civilization. This paper, therefore, first traces the existing 
misconceptions about the Islamic civilizations and combines them in two 
categories. Then, it presents and evaluates Sezgin's approach in 
addressing those misconceptions. Besides, the study necessity provides a 
short biography of Sezgin and a glimpse of his major works.  
Keywords: Fuad Sezgin, Islamic civilization, Orientalism, Islamic culture, 
codifidation of Hadish.  
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