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The Future of Iran’s Influence in The Middle East

Firas ELIAS**

Abstract

Iran has the potential to become a significant regional and international player. Iran
uses all its soft and military power in this regard. However, it is facing a problem
in exporting its theocratic model to regional countries. The Iranian strategy is one
of the most controversial strategies in the Middle East. Since the Cold War era, the
Iranian foreign policy has seen various political patterns in regional and international
levels. Iran’s geostrategic location, population weight, imperial legacy, and military
power make Tahran play significant role in the region. The article argues that despite
the Islamic aspirations, Iran's strategic approach to the region, beginning from 2003,
is focused on armed Shiite groups. Indeed, through these non-state agents, Iran has
extended its influence in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen.

Keywords: Iran, Middle East, Iran's strategic depth, Iranian strategic thinking, Iran's
strategic role, Iran's future status.
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Structured Abstract

As we all know, Iran is a country that has a profound historical and
geographic depth in the Middle East, this harnessed all its tangible and
intangible strengths on a large scale to achieve it is goals of supreme
strategy.

Iran's policy and strategy have proven to be present in many theaters
and political issues in the Middle East. Despite, the international
isolation challenges that associated with Western economic pressures,
Iran still holds it is position with a faith better than before. And This
faith relies on it is flexibility of foreign policy through a successful use
of an interconnected network of soft and solid elements.

The principle that guiding Iran's foreign policy in the Middle East
is “Shiite geopolitical”. This policy based on three stages: empowering
Shiites, politicizing Shiism and the employment of the Shiites, which
tells that Iranian regime's uses strategies to support the Shiite parties
and fighters in the region, like Soviet Union's communist movements
did towards the Third World during the Cold War. Thereby, Tehran has
used various proxy armies to curtail the influence of regional powers
that opposing it.

Iran have the potential and political resources to qualify the regional
and international initiatives of strategic importance, for example; Iran
has the political Features to manage the Middle East crisis and all the
solid and soft powers are successfully using for reaching to its supreme
goals.

In the end, sectarianism that characterizes Iran's foreign policy is
wrong and very inconvenient. Just because of the Shiites are a small
minority in the Muslim world will not take a long from Iran to create
foreign relations with Sunni majority countries like; Indonesia, Pakistan
and Malaysia. But it may lose it is influence among the Palestinians

The Iranian intervention in Iraq, Syria, Bahrain and Yemen made

some Sunni groups like -Hamas- to fight besides Sunni countries such
as; Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Qatar.
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On the domestic front, Iran has a problem in its national integration,
because it has a Sunni majority that are suffering from discrimination,
and if this group obtain any support from Iran's enemies, Iran's short-
term gains are unlikely to be sustainable.

The study reached the following conclusions:

The US war on terror contributed to Iran's status as a powerful
regional power. Washington provided Iran with an opportunity to gain
regional and international status. After the occupation of Iraq, which
was a direct threat to Tehran, Iran was rewarded with its hand in Iraq,
Lebanon, Syria, Yemen and Bahrain. It has influence in other important
areas, such as Central Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

1. This international and regional environment has opened up great
opportunities for Iran to move towards developing its nuclear
program. This nuclear program may gain the religious class holding
the government, which has helped it to continue and extend its
control inward in a way that is consistent with its perceptions,
Governance and the principles of the Khomeinist revolution.

2. The Iranian withstand the Americans regional legitimacy when
earning them some, earning them control of some countries and the
forces of opposition as (Syria and Shiite militias and Palestinian
factions), in line with perceptions of the Islamic Republic of Iran
for the region and revolve in its orbit.

3. managed to Iran extend its regional influence, and eventually
become a party to the formation of Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, and
Yemen's future, and influential in the political situation in Lebanon
and Palestine, which predicts that Iran may be a key player in the
formation of the new Middle East strategy and balances in it.

4. weakness of the Iranian foreign policy has become more
pronounced in these days because of poor perception and decision-
making circles of Iran's foreign policy and the size of the threat of
imminent danger facing Iran because of the US military build-up
operations and Israeli conspiracy aimed to strike Iran in the near
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future decision.

Wraps Iran's foreign policy is always a mystery, which is the
cause of the problem in dealing with it, both on the analytical
level theoretical, or at the operational level, and after the Western
American intervention in the 2003 war and occupation of Iraq, which
was a strong front worked to fend off Iran's ambitions to dominate
- taking influence Which is one of the problems that Iran has faced
in its foreign policy with its neighbors in the Gulf. This is one of the
problems that Iran has faced in its foreign policy with its neighbors
in the Gulf. War for the Arab world, with its varied between idealism
and realism, in word and deed.

In conclusion, it can be said that the foreign policy of the Republic
of Iran is the result of its own interests, namely, the protection of
Iranian Islamic rule from external threats. This policy may seem
offensive and pragmatic. But there is also a sectarian angle. Because
of its isolation from its neighbors since the 1979 revolution, is
based on weaving relations with non-state entities to help them
promote their strategic interests. Although they support Sunni
groups such as the Palestinian Jihad and Hamas, their support for
the Shiite organizations has aroused intense resentment among their
neighbors. This trend, with a non-declared policy on the export of
the revolution, Iran strategic gains, but it also resulted in deepening
perceptions about the sectarian.

Religion has been an inseparable factor in the Iranian decision-
making process since the 1979 revolution.

Also since the revolution, Iran's leaders have stressed their
commitment to the principle of Islamic unity, mitigated the Shiite
character of the Islamic Republic when they touched upon foreign
policy, and persistently put forward the Islamic teachings of
Ayatollah Khomeini, rather than Shiite centrism.

Despite its Islamic aspirations, Iran's strategic approach to the
Middle East, beginning in 2003, focused on armed Shiite groups.
Indeed, through these non-state agents, Iran has helped extend its
regional influence in Iraq, Lebanon, Syria and Yemen.
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