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Abstract:

Nusaybin (Latin: Nisibis) is an ancient city, in the province of Mardin, southeastern Turkey. It is known that
it was one of the important centres of the Christian religion, and many scholars of the Syriac language emerged
there. But its earliest history is not properly known.

The research relies on ancient written (cuneiform) sources to illuminate features of the city’s history during
the first millennium BC. It was initially the centre of an Aramaic kingdom founded by the Timanna tribe in the
tenth century BC, but it did not last long, because the Assyrian kings saw it as a threat to the western borders of
their kingdom and preventing it from achieving its ambitions to control northern Syria. Therefore, they launched
repeated military campaigns until they ended Aramaic rule there, in 896 BC, and made it the centre of a province
belonging to Assyria.

*Prof. Dr. Aleppo University (formerly), Department of Arabic Language (Semitics), Syria,
faroukism@hotmail.com, Orcid: 0009-0001-0062-9517
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The research presents the history of Nusaybin under Assyrian rule during the ninth and eighth centuries BC,
through its news mentioned in the Assyrian Royal Annals, which include news of their military campaigns and
victories in detail, as well as the official archive of the Assyrian Kingdom. It is clear, that the Assyrian royal palace
appointed the city’s rulers and received from them the taxes imposed on the residents. What is striking is that there
is no news about Nusaybin in the seventh century BC, except for a quick reference to it in a text from the year 612
BC, when describing the elimination of the Babylonian-Median alliance over the Kingdom of Assyria, and the
flight of a group of the ruling family to Harran.

Given the proprietary and official nature of historical sources; We do not find useful information in it about
the internal, social, religious, and public conditions in the city, and perhaps the discovery of its ancient location
will provide written sources useful in clarifying this.

Keywords: Nusaybin, Turkey, Cuneiform Sources, first millennium BC.

Ozet:

Nusaybin, Tiirkiye'nin giineydogusundaki Mardin ilinde yer alan antik bir kenttir. Hiristiyanligin 6nemli bir
merkezi oldugu ve Siiryani alimler yetistirdigi bilinmektedir. Ancak erken donem tarihi ¢ok az bilinmektedir .

Baslangigta M.O 10. yiizyi1lda Timana kabilesi tarafindan kurulan bir Arami kralliginin merkeziydi, ancak
Asur krallar1 buray kralliklarinin bati sinirlari igin bir tehdit olarak gordiikleri ve kuzey Suriye'yi kontrol etme
emellerine ulasmalarim engelledikleri igin bu durum uzun siirmemistir, bu yiizden M.O. 896'da Arami
egemenligine son verene kadar tekrarlanan askeri seferler diizenlediler ve buray1 Asur'un bir eyaletinin merkezi
haline getirdiler.

Bu arastirma, Nusaybin'in M.O. dokuzuncu ve sekizinci yiizyillardaki Asur egemenligi altindaki tarihini,
askeri seferler ve zaferlerin ayrmntili anlatimlarini iceren Asur kraliyet yilliklarinda ve Asur kralliginin resmi
arsivinde gecen bilgileri sunmaktadir. Asur kraliyet saraymin sehrin yoneticilerini atadigi ve halka vergiler
yiiklemistir. Tlging bir sekilde, M.O. yedinci yiizyi1lda Nusaybin hakkinda, Babil-Medya ittifakinin Asur kralligimi
yikmasini ve yonetici aileden bir grubun Harran'a kagisini anlatan M.O. 612 tarihli bir metinde Nusaybin'e yapilan
kisa bir atif disinda higbir bilgi yoktur .

Tarihi kaynaklarin resmi niteligi nedeniyle, kentin genel i¢ kosullar1 hakkinda yararli bilgiler bulamiyoruz
ve antik alaninin kesfi bunu agikliga kavusturmak icin yararli epigrafik kaynaklar saglayabilir .

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nusaybin, Tiirkiye, ¢ivi yazisi, M.O. birinci bin y1l.
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