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Nebevi Siinnet ve Yedinci Asirda Ehl-i Hadis ile Ehl-i Re’y Arasini Bulma Cabalari:
ibnii’s-Saati ve el-Menbici Ornegi

The rapprochement in the context of Sunnah between the schools of opinion and
hadith in the seventh century: Al-manbiji and Ibn assa‘ati as a model

Mohamad Anas SARMINI®
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Oz
Bu galisma, hicri yedinci yuzyilda, stinnetin hiicciyeti ve tegrifagisindan, ehl-i hadis ile ehl-i re’y arasindaki etkilesimin
zirveye ulastigini ve iki cihetten bu ekoller arasinda bir yakinlasmanin oldugunu iddia etmektedir;

-Birincisi ehl-i re’y icerisinde hadisgilere yakin bir yaklagim ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu yaklagim hadislerin tashih edilip onlarla
amel edilmesi hususunda muhaddislerin yontemi benimsenmistir. Tarihsel olarak ehl-i re’y igerisinde bu yontemi takip
eden ilk alim tespit edebildigimiz kadariyla el-Lubab kitabinin yazari el-Menbici’dir (6.686).

-ikinci olarak da usul-i fikih ilminde “mecz metodu” olarak adlandiran yeni bir metodun ortaya ¢ikmistir. Bu metot
mutekellimin ve fukaha usullerini cemetmistir. Tarihsel olarak bu yontemi takip eden ilk dlim tespit edebildigimiz kadariyla
Bediii’n-nizam kitabinin yazari ibni’s-Saati’dir (6.694).

Calisma timevar ve analitik yaklasima dayanmaktadir. Sonuglar ekoller arasinda goérilen yakinlasmanin aralarindaki
mesafeyi klictltlp ihtilafi azalttigini ve aralarindaki gedigi kuigulttiguint gostermistir. Ancak bu yakinlagsma tek tarafli olup,
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Hanefi alimlerin ehl-i hadise yaklasimi seklinde gergeklesmistir. Bu ugurda Hanefiler bazi ilke ve gorislerini
terk etmek durumunda kalmiglardir. Ancak, Hanefiler’in delillerinin hadisgilerin yontemiyle tamamen uyum
icerisinde olmasi seklinde ongoérilen amag¢ tam anlamiyla gergeklestiriimemistir. Calismanin sonucuna
bakildiginda, Hanefiler’in yénteminin hadisgilerin yontemiyle tamamen uyumlu olmadigi, aksine Hanefiler’in
hadislerin hiicciyeti ve tevsiki hususunda kendilerine 6zgti yontemlerinin varligini ortaya koymustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nebevi Siinnet, Re’y Ekolii, Hadis Ekolii, Ehl-i Eser, Yedinci Yiizyil, el-Menbici, ibnii’s-Saati

Abstract

This study claims that the seventh century A.H. was the peak of interaction between the school of hadith
and opinion regarding the issue of the Sunnah and its centrality in legislation and that it was the century of
convergence between the two schools, in the following ways:

-The emergence of Ahl al’atar within the school of opinion, who adopted the method of the mahadditiin in the
authentication Sunnah. The first of which is Al-manbiji (d.686) in his book “Al-lubab”.

-The emergence of a new approach to authorship in the principles of jurisprudence, which is the approach of
combining the methods of jurists and the theologians “mutakallimin”, The first of which is Ibn assa‘ati (d.694)
in “Badi‘'u Nidam”.

The study adopted the inductive and analytical approach and showed that this rapprochement reduced the
distance between the two schools. However, the Hanafi abandoned a number of their principles and usl. They
did not achieve the desired goal in its entirety, which is to authenticate their evidence according to the method
of the people of Hadith. In other words, the results did not fully agree with the method of the muhdditin; on
the contrary, it was a recognition of their equivalent methodology in dealing with Hadith.

Keywords: Sunnah, school of al-Ra’y, school al-Hadith, ahl al’atar, seventh century A.H, al-manbiji, Ibn assa‘ati

Extended Summary

This study claims that the seventh century A.H. was the peak of interaction between
the two schools of hadith and opinion regarding the issue of authority of the Sunnah and
its centrality in legislation and that it was the century of convergence between the two
schools. The study notes that traces of muhadditin statements in dealing with the Sunnah
gradually emerged in Hanafi books and that they incorporated into their texts expressions
of the muhadditin such as sahth hadith (authentic), da‘1f (weak), munqati‘ (disconnected),
and muttasil (connected), or hadith narrated by Bukari or hadith not authenticated by
Daraqutni.” They appended these rulings to their original statements such as “practise
is upon it or it contradicts practise and interpreted because it contradicts the apparent
meaning of the Holy Qur’an or presumptive such that it cannot abrogate the verse,” and
so on. However, the facts of the Hanafi books that appeared in the sixth century and later
confirmed these observations. The main claim is that the seventh century was the century
of rapprochement between the two schools, in the following two ways:

First: the emergence of Ahl al-Atar within the school of opinion, who adopted the
method of the muhadditin in authenticating the Sunnah, the first of which is al-Manbijt
in his book “al-Lubab”, followed by the Hanafi muhadditiin in Egypt and in India who
represented the gateway to the inclusion of the principles of the Hadith school concerning
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the authenticity of the Sunnah into the principles of the opinion school. The study focuses
on certain chapters from the book “al-Lubab” as a model to verify this claim.

Second: the emergence of anew approach to authorship in the principles of jurisprudence
“Ustl al-figh”, which is the approach of combining the methods of the jurists and the
theologians “mutakallimin”. The origins and connotations of this newfound approach
may be explained first and foremost by the aforementioned issue of convergence, meaning
that Ustl al-figh was a gateway for incorporating issues from the principles of the school
of hadith into the principles of the school of opinion. The study focuses on the chapter
on the Sunnah from Ibn Assa‘atr’s text”Badi‘u Nidam” and takes it as a model to verify
this claim.

The study adopts an inductive and analytical approach. It proves the validity of its
first claim, which is that the Ahl al-Atar movement that emerged from within the school
of opinion was the first methodological reconciliation and convergence between the
schools of opinion and hadith. Its scholars adopted the methods of the muhadditin in
authentication, and the first of them was al-ManbijT in his book “al-Lubab”. It also proves
the validity of the second claim, which is that the emergence of the method of combining
the two methods of the theologians and the jurists in Hanafi jurisprudence was the second
methodological convergence between the schools of opinion and hadith, such that it
ended up being the gateway to incorporating issues from the principles of theologians into
the principles of jurisprudence. With this newly developed methodology, the traditional
Hanafi method for authoring completely ended.

The study shows that this rapprochement reduced the distance between the two
schools, i.e., the school of opinion and the school of hadith, and bridged part of the gap
between them. However, it was a rapprochement from one side, from the side of the
Hanafis towards the people of hadith. It was a convergence on the level of principles, such
that hadith was given the same centrality that it possessed among the scholars of hadith,
a convergence in which the Hanafis abandoned several of their principles “usiil”. They
retracted a number of the statements of their predecessors, with the intention of defending
their Ustl, responding to the doubts constantly cast upon it, and winning the favour of
the muhadditin who succeeded in restricting the term “Ahl al-hadith” to themselves
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and perpetuating that the term “Ahl al-Ra’i” remains a thorny term containing a lot of
criticism and negativity. Accordingly, the more correct name for this shift in methodology
is the approach and abandonment that stems from one side, not the rapprochement and

reconciliation that is attributed to both sides.

The aforementioned convergence cannot be described as successful because, on one
hand, it involved abandoning some of the principles of the traditional Hanafi school
and, on the other hand, it seems that it did not achieve the desired goal in its entirety—
which is to authenticate the Hanafis’ evidence according to the method of the people
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of hadith, which contradicts the intended purpose in the first place. In other words, the
results of this approach did not fully agree with the method of the muhadditin. However,
it was a recognition of their equivalent methodology in dealing with the question of the
authenticity and authority of the hadith.

The study suggests that the most important reason behind the aforementioned
reconciliation methodology is an internal one emanating from within the madhab, reached
by scholars of the Hanafi madhab in the seventh century and after when they felt the need
for it, in order to ward off charges of abandoning Hadith evidence in their madhab and
to prove that their madhab is a madhab based on hadith and sunnah like other Sunni
madhabs.

This is due first to the impact of the criticism directed at them by the scholars of hadith
and second to the stability of the methodology of the muhaddifin and the sciences of
hadith in theory and in application, in addition to the breadth of the sciences that serve
hadith, such as the sciences of deficiencies in hadith “al-Ilal”, history “at-Tarik”, men
“ar-Rijal”, criticism and praise of narrators “al-Jarh wat-Ta‘d1l”, and even the prevalence
of the chain of transmission system “isnad” in areas other than hadith such as history,
Arabic, and other disciplines. However, such transformations had previously occurred in
the Hanafi school of thought, such as their shift from the Mu’tazila school of thought in
theology to the Maturidi school of thought, due to many factors that are not suitable to
mention here. There is no objection in interpreting the issue with other than the internal
reasons mentioned, that is, with external reasons that lie outside the madhab, such as the
sectarian scholarly tolerance that undoubtedly spread in the Mamluk era and the news we
have received from the imams of that era about ideological crossing between schools of
thought and moving through them.
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