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Altmislardaki toplumsal hareketlerin, seksenlerle birlikte yiikselise gecen neo-liberal politikalarin ve iletigim
teknolojilerindeki gelismelerin bir sonucu olarak doksanlarda yayginlagmaya baslayan internet ile toplumsal
yapilarda bir dizi koklii doniistimlerin meydana geldigi soylenebilir. Tiim gelismeler beraberinde kitle
kavramini ve kitle iletisim araglarini merkezine alarak kurumlasan Anglo-Amerikan iletigim arastirmalari
gelenegini de elestirilerin odagi haline getirmistir. Bu elestirilerin 6zii bir nevi “Yeni sarabin eski siseye
doldurulamayacagi”; yeni medya ve bu medyaya has kullanim aligkanliklarinin yarattigr medya
eko-sisteminin kitle iletisim aracglarini odagina alan kuram ve yontemlerle arastirlamayacagi yoniindeydi. Bu
onermeler, diinya 6lgeginde iletisim arastirmalarinin kokenlerine kadar varan bir disiplinlegsme tartigmasini
da tetiklemekteydi. Yine s6zii edilen bu tartismalar gtiniimiizde de yiikseliste olan ve alana 6zdiistiniimsel

bir perspektiften bakan giiglii bir literatiiriin arka planini olusturacakti.

Bu uluslararasi tartismalara bakildiginda baslangicindan beri iletisim alaninin kendi varolusunu devamli
sorgulayan, varolusu iizerine siiphelerle dolu bir alan oldugu rahatlkla soylenebilir. Anglo-Amerikan
geleneginin kurucu isimlerinden Wilbur Schramm 1950’lerin sonlarinda iletigim ¢alismalarini “pek goklarinin
gectigi ama gok az kisinin durdugu bir kavsak” olarak nitelemis (Schramm vd., 1959, s. 8), ayni yillarda yine
onemli bir figlir Bernard Berelson alanin canhligini yitirdigini ve “yok olmakta” oldugunu soylemisti (aktaran
Koivisto ve Thomas, 2010, s. 17). 80’lerde baslayan tartismalar iletisimin bir disiplin mi, interdisipliner bir
arastirma alani mi, bir kurum mu, yoksa bir meslek mi oldugunu sorgulamisti. En garpici ve glincelligini
koruyan yanitlardan bir tanesini veren John Durham Peters (1986), iletisimin diger disiplinlerden farkl olarak
entelektiiel olarak olgunlagmadan kurumsallastigini, “entelektiiel sefaleti”nin ise bu durumdan
kaynaklandigini iddia etmisti. Az cok biitiin sosyal ve beseri olgu ve fenomenler bir diizeyde “iletisimsel” bir
boyut tasidigi icin iletisim ¢alismalarinin kiiglik bir adacik olmasina ragmen, biitiin Cin'in kendisine ait

oldugunu iddia eden Tayvan gibi her seyi kendi akademik kapsamina aldigina dikkat ¢cekmisti.

Bununla birlikte zaman igerisinde iletisimin pargali, heterojen ve disiplinsiz yapisinin gittikge daha olumlu

degerlendirmeler aldigini sdylemeden gegemeyiz; Peters (2008) onceki goriislerini bir diizeyde degistirerek

......

(2019) iletisimin yine giincel kosullarda diger disiplinlerin de yavas yavas evrimlesmeye basladigi 6ncii bir
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“post-disiplin” oldugunu iddia eder. Bu tartigmalar igerisinden bir diger dikkat ceken - ve bizim de biiyiik
olgiide katildigimiz - bir yanit ise iletisim arastirmalari iizerine ¢ok iilkeli kapsamli bir proje gergeklestiren
Koivisto ve Thomas'tan (2010) geliyor. Yazarlara gore iletisim alani, “farkli toplumsal ve siyasi projelerin
uretildigi, elestirildigi, kurumsallastigi ve meydan okundugu bir miicadele alani” veya Gramsci'nin
terminolojisiyle “hegemonik bir aygittir” (s. 45). Alanin ulusal ve uluslararasi olgeklerde biitiinliikten ve
tutarliliktan yoksun goriiniimiiniin arkasinda farkli giiglerin alani farkli yonlere gekme miicadeleleri

yatmaktadir (s. 49).

Benzer seslerin doksanlarin sonu, iki binlerin basinda Tiirkiye'deki iletisim akademisinde kismen yiikselmeye
basladigi goriilse de alana yonelik kapsayici bir tartigmanin kurulamadigi soylenebilir. Boylesi bir kapsayici
tartigma icin gerekli akademik eko-sistemin olusturulmasinin oniindeki en biiyiik engellerden biri; Tirkiye'de
iletisim arastirmalarinin kurumsallagma tarihini, akademik arastirma geleneklerini ve egitiminin kokenlerini
ve dahasi tiim bunlarin giincel durumunu ortaya koyabilecek kapsayici ampirik verilerden yoksun olmamizdi.
S0z konusu verilerin bize ne gosterecegi ve nasil bir baglam iginde anlamli hale gelebilecedi sorusu bizi bu
alanda bir proje tasarlamaya tesvik etti. Hacettepe Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirmalar Merkezi destekli,
“Tiirkiye'de Iletisim ve Medya Arastirmalarini Haritalandirmak: Kurumsallasma, Arastirma ve Egitim

Faaliyetleri Uzerine Bir inceleme” baslikli projemiz tam da béylesi bir motivasyonun sonucu oldu.

Moment'in bu sayisi da s6z konusu projenin dert ettigi 6zdiigiinimsellik meselesinin Tirkiye'deki iletigim
akademisindeki karsiligini aramak igin tasarlandi. Derdimiz; Tiirkiye ve diinya 6lgeginde; farkl gelenekler,
yaklasimlar ve konular gergevesinde alanin bir fotografini gekmek oldu. Boylece Tiirkiye'de gorece zayif
kalan 6zdiisiinimsel ¢alismalari giiglendirmek, yeni ¢aligmalar igin bir baslangi¢ noktasi olusturmak ve
alanin diind, bugiini hakkinda konusarak, gelecegi hakkinda dngoriilerde bulunmak igin bir zemin sunmak
derdiyle yola ¢iktik. Tiirkiye ve diinya dlgeginde, iletisim arastirmalari iizerine birbirinden farkli
perspektiflerden ve konulardan beslenen bes aragtirma makalesi, bir makalenin, iki soylesi ve iki kitap
elestirisinin yer aldigi elinizdeki bu sayinin Tiirkiye'deki iletisim aragtirmalari alanindaki 6zdistintimsellik

tartigmalarina katkilar saglayacag dusintlmektedir.

Tirkiye'de basin tarihi, uzun yillardir belli isimlerin ve yayinlarin genel bir goriinimiini aktarmak veya yine
bunlara iligkin drnek vakalar iizerinden incelemeler yapmak suretiyle ele alinagelmistir. 0zan Comelekoglu;
“A Challenging Task for Journalism Historians: The Cultural Turn and the Historiography of the
Ottoman/Turkish Press” baslikli arastirma makalesi ile basin tarihi ¢calismalarinda yontem sorununu dert
edinmektedir. Kiiltiirel donemegle baslayip giinlimiize kadar canlihgini koruyan tartigmalari Osmanli ve
Tiirkiye orneklerini merkezine alarak ele alan bu c¢alisma ile Gomelekoglu, Tiirkiye'deki basin tarihi yazinina

farkl bir yaklasim getirmektedir.



Bu sayida yer verdigimiz Turkiye odakli bagka bir caligma ise, Vahdet Mesut Ayan'a ait ve iletigim
¢alismalarinin en koklii geleneklerinden birisi olan elestirel ekonomi politik yaklagimin Tiirkiye'deki
durumunu ele aliyor. Ayan, “Medya Galismalarinda Elestirel Ekonomi Politik Yaklagim: Tiirkiye Ornegi
(2013-2023)" bashkl galismasinda alanin Tiirkiye'deki portresini gikartarak, uluslararasi literatiire

kiyaslandiginda, Tiirkiye'deki ¢calismalarin teorik ve yontemsel zayiflik gosterdigini iddia etmektedir.

Yapay zekayla ilgili konular iletisim ¢aligmalarda son yillarda en fazla ilgi goren konulardandir ve Chat-GPT
gibi iretken yapay zeka uygulamalarinin gazetecilik gibi pratik alanlarda kokli doniigimler yaratacagi
ongoriilmektedir. irem Yeniceler Kortak, “iletisim ve Medya Galismalarinda Yeni Gelismeler: Yapay Zeka ve
Gazetecilik Aragtirmalarina Dair Bibliyometrik Bir Analiz” baslikli galismasinda, gazetecilik alaninda yapay
zeka kullamimi konusu lizerine bibliyometrik bir literatiir taramasi yaparak hem alanin genel bir haritasini
cikarmakta hem de alana yonelik degerlendirmelerde bulunmaktadir. Ozellikle konu iizerine en fazla
alintilanan calismalarin ge¢misle siireklilikler kurarak yeni kavram ve teoriler ortaya koyan calismalar

olduguna dikkat cekmektedir.

Bu sayida yer verdigimiz bir diger literatiir taramasi ise gegmisten giinimiize iletisim ¢alismalari igerisinde
en fazla tartigilan ve bazi gelenekler igerisinde merkeziyetini koruyan “medya etkileri” sorunsalina
odaklanmaktadir. Halid Bilal Tanrikulu, “Medya Etkilerine Yonelik Metodolojik Bir Tartisma: Konvansiyonel
Yontemler Ve Eeg” baslikli calismasinda norogoriintiileme tekniklerinden biri olan EEG’nin bu sorunsal
baglaminda iletisim g¢aligmalari igin olanaklarini tartigmakta, geleneksel yontemlere kiyasla artilarini ve

eksilerini degerlendirmektedir.

Erding Kaygusuz'un kaleme aldi§i “Tiirkiye'de Bilim iletisimi Galismalari (2010-2023): Hakemli Dergi
Makaleleri ve Lisansiistii Tezler Uzerine Bibliyometrik Analiz” baslikli arastirma makalesi, Tiirkiye'de bilim
iletisimini konu alan akademik yazini kapsayici bir bigcimde analiz etmektedir. Literatiirdeki temalari, konuya
metodolojik yaklasimlari, konunun zaman igerisindeki egilimlerini 6zdiisiinimsel bir yaklagimla inceleyen bu
calisma iletisim arastirmalari alanin gorece yeni bir konusu olan bilim iletisimine yonelik verileri kapsayici

bir bakis icinden sunmaktadir.

Tiirkiye'de elestirel teori ve Frankfurt Okulu iizerine yaptigi ¢aligmalarla alandaki en 6nemli isimlerden biri
olan D. Beybin Kejanloglu, “Tiirkiye'de Erken Donem iletisim Calismalarinda Unsal Oskay, Rasit Kaya, Erol
Mutlu’nun Elestirel Yaklagimlari” baslkli yazisinda, lilkemizde iletisim galigsmalarinda elestirel yaklagimlarin
gelisiminde biyiik emegi olan ii¢ degerli isim ve bu isimlerin beslendigi gelenekler iizerinden bir hat kurarak
alanin gelisimini degerlendiriyor. Kejanlioglu, literatiirde elestirel iletisim ¢caligsmalarinin neyi kapsadigini
acikladiktan sonra, 1970'li yillar itibariyle Tiirkiye'deki elestirel alanin gelisimine odaklaniyor. Unsal Oskay,

Rasit Kaya ve Erol Mutlu'nun aldiklar egitimin diistincelerinin gelisimine olan etkisini ve akademisyenlerin



yayinlarini aktariyor. Metin bizlere Tiirkiye'de elestirel ¢caligmalar ve kitle iletisiminin geligimi tizerine tarihi

bir izlek sunarken, glinlimiizii degerlendirmek igin de 6nemli pencereler agiyor.

Bu sayinin ilk soylesisini elestirel gelenegin iletisim ve medya ¢aligmalarindaki belki de en iretken temsilcisi
Christian Fuchs ile gerceklestirdik. Fuchs’un goriisleri bizim igin sadece onemli bir gelenegi temsil
etmesinden degil ayni zamanda The Journal of Communication’in (JoC) 1983 yilinda yayimlanan ¢i§ir agan
“Ferment in the Field” 6zel sayisinin takibi niteli§indeki 2018 tarihli “Ferments in the Field” 6zel sayisinin
editorliigiini yapmis olmasindan dolayi da dnemliydi. Soyleside Fuchs iletisim alaniyla ge¢cmis ve simdiki
iliskisini, JoC ozel sayisinin hikayesini, Kiiltirel Caligmalar ekoliine bakisini ve yapay zeka gibi yeni trendler

iizerine degerli goriglerini bize aktardi.

Loughborough Universitesi'nde karsilastirmali medya analizi alaninda profesorliik gérevine devam eden ve
ECREA baskani olan John Downey ile yaptigimiz sdyleside, Downey'ye iletisim ve medya calismalarinda
uzun yillardir tartisilan konulara yonelik sorular yonelttik. Downey kiiltiirel ¢aligmalar, Frankfurt Okulu ve
elestirel teorinin iletisim ve medya ¢alismalari agisindan 6nemini, 6zellikle ingiltere ve Almanya'da iletigim
alaninin beslendigi gelenekleri ve alandaki metodolojik yonelimleri, iletisim ¢alismalari tizerinden ilerleyen
disiplinlegsme ve disiplinlerarasilik tartismalarina yonelik goriiglerini bizlerle paylasti. Soylesimizde iletisim
ve medya ¢alismalarinin sosyal bilimler icerisindeki yerine, alandaki teorik, elestirel ve mesleki egitim
tartigmalarina, ECREA basta olmak uizere iletisim ve medya arastirmalari iizerine etkinlikler yiiriiten

uluslararasi kurum ve derneklerin alandaki roliine dair Downey'in degerlendirmelerini de okuyabilirsiniz.

Moment'in bu sayisinin kitap degerlendirme yazilarindan ilki Emre Erdogan tarafindan kaleme alindi.
Erdogan; Emre Toros tarafindan yazilan ve 2024 yilinda Edinburgh University Press’ten yayinlanan “Electoral
Integrity in Turkey” adli kitabr secim biittinliigu ve demokrasiler arasindaki ¢ok yonlii ve karmasik iliskiyi
merkezine alarak degerlendirdi. Kitap, se¢im biitlinligi kavramini sandik giivenliginden, segimlerdeki kotii
uygulamalara (malpractice), secim manipiilasyonuna ve secim siddetine varacak kadar kapsayici bir
bicimde ele alindigina dikkat cekmektedir. Tiim bu alt alanlari ve uygulamalari genis bir perspektiften ve
Tiirkiye orneginde ele alan bu galismanin Tiirkiye'de ozellikle siyasal iletisim ve segim giivenligi alanlarinda

kalem oynatan akademisyenler icin son derece onemli bir kaynak olma potansiyeline sahiptir.

Bu sayinin ikinci kitap degerlendirme yazisinda Burak Akbalik, Andrea Medrado ve Isabella Rega’'nin Media
Activism, Artivism and the Fight Against Marginalisation in the Global South adli kitabini inceliyor. Akbalik,
kitabin de-kolonyal caligmalar, topluluk medyasi, medya aktivizmi/artivizmi ve Kiiresel Giiney konularinda
arastirma yapan akademisyenler icin yararli bir kaynak olmasinin yaninda, iletisim ve medya ¢alismalarinda
hakim olan, medya merkezci ve Avrupa merkezci yaklagimlarin 6tesine gegmesiyle de deger ve 6nem

kazandigina dikkat cekiyor.



Farkli perspektiflerden ve gesitli konulari odagina alan bu metinlerin hem alan iizerine diislinmeye tesvik
etmesi hem de Tiirkiye 6lgceginde 6zdisiiniimsel ¢alismalardan olusan giiclii bir literatiirin viicut bulmasi

icin bir baslangi¢ olmasi dilegiyle.
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As a result of the social movements of the sixties, the rise of neo-liberal policies in the eighties, and the
transformations in social structures due to the widespread adoption of the internet in the nineties—fuelled
by advances in communication technologies—the Anglo-American communication research tradition, which
had been institutionalized with a focus on mass and mass media, became a focal point of criticism. Critics
argued that "new wine cannot be poured into old bottles," asserting that the emerging new media ecosystem
and its unique usage habits could not be adequately studied using theories and methods designed for mass
media. These criticisms also stimulated a disciplinary debate that went back to the origins of
communication studies on a global scale. Again, these debates would form the background of a strong

literature that is still on the rise today and that looks at the field from a self-reflexive perspective.

Examining these international debates reveals that, since its inception, the field of communication has
persistently questioned its own existence and harboured doubts about its identity. At the end of the 1950s,
Wilbur Schramm, one of the founding figures of the Anglo-American tradition, described communication
studies as a crossroad “where many pass but few tarry" (Schramm et al, 1959, p. 8). Around the same time,
Bernard Berelson, another significant figure, declared that the field had lost its vitality and was “withering
away” (as cited in Koivisto and Thomas, 2010, p. 17). The debates of the 1980s further questioned whether
communication was a discipline, an interdisciplinary research field, an institution, or a profession. John
Durham Peters (1986) provided one of the most striking and pertinent responses, arguing that
communication, unlike other disciplines, was institutionalized before it was intellectually mature, leading to
its "intellectual poverty." He highlighted that since nearly all social and human phenomena have a
‘communicative" dimension, communication studies has claimed everything within its academic scope,

much like Taiwan claims all of China despite being a small island.

However, it should be noted that over time, the fragmented, heterogeneous, and undisciplinary nature of
communication studies has received more and more positive assessments. Peters (2008) modified his
previous views to some extent and wrote that being "Taiwan" may not be "so bad" in the current academic
conjuncture, while Waisbord (2019) claims that communication is a pioneering "post-discipline” in which

other disciplines are slowly evolving. Another striking response to these debates - and one with which we
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largely agree - comes from Koivisto and Thomas (2010), who conducted a comprehensive and multi-country
project on communication research. According to the authors, the field of communication is "a terrain upon
which social and political projects and values are produced, criticised, institutionalised and challenged" or,
in Gramsci's terminology, "a hegemonic apparatus” (p. 45). Behind the field's lack of coherence on national

and international levels lies the struggle of different forces to pull the field in different directions (p. 49).

Although similar voices were partially heard in the communication academy in Turkey in the late 90s and
2000s, it can be said that an inclusive debate on the field could not be established. One of the biggest
obstacles to the creation of the academic conditions necessary for such an inclusive debate was the lack of
comprehensive empirical data that could reveal the history and current state of the institutionalization of
communication research in Turkey, academic research traditions, and education. The question of what such
data could show us and how it could become meaningful prompted us to design a project in this field.
Motivated by this need, and with support from the Hacettepe University Center for Scientific Research, we
designed a project titled "Mapping Communication and Media Research in Turkey: A Study on

Institutionalization, Research, and Education Activities."

This issue of Moment Journal is designed to revitalize and promote self-reflexivity, which was the starting
point of the aforementioned project, in the communication academy in Turkey. Our concern was to take a
picture of the field on a national and global scale in terms of different traditions, approaches, and issues.
Thus, we set out to strengthen the relatively weak self-reflexive studies in Turkey, to create a starting point
for new studies, and to provide a baseline to talk about the past and present of the field and to make
suggestions about its future. This issue, which includes five research articles, one article, two interviews,
and two book reviews on communication studies from different perspectives and topics in Turkey and
around the world, is expected to contribute to the debates on self-reflexivity in the field of communication

studies in Turkey.

For many years, the history of the press in Turkey has been dealt with by presenting a general view of
certain names and publications or by analysing them through case studies. In his article titled "A
Challenging Task for Journalism Historians: The Cultural Turn and the Historiography of the
Ottoman/Turkish Press", 0zan Gomelekoglu is concerned with the problem of methodology in the study of
the history of the press. With this study, he brings a different approach to the press history literature in
Turkey by focusing on the Ottoman and Turkish examples of the debates that started with the cultural turn

and have kept their vitality until today.

Another Turkey-focused study included in this issue is by Vahdet Mesut Ayan and deals with the situation of
the critical political economy approach, one of the most established traditions of communication studies, in

Turkey. In his article titled "The Critical Political Economy Perspective on Media Studies: A Case Study of



Turkey (2013-2023)", Ayan draws a portrait of the field in Turkey and argues that compared to the

international literature, studies in Turkey show theoretical and methodological weaknesses.

Artificial intelligence has become one of the most popular topics in communication studies recently, and it
is predicted that generative artificial intelligence applications such as Chat-GPT will create radical
transformations in practical fields such as journalism. irem Yeniceler Kortak's article, "New Developments in
Communication and Media Studies: A Bibliometric Analysis of Artificial Intelligence and Journalism
Research’, conducts a bibliometric literature review on the utilization of artificial intelligence in journalism.
The study maps out the field as well as providing assessments of current literature. In particular, she draws
attention to the fact that the most cited studies on the subject are those that establish continuities with the

past and put forward new concepts and theories.

Another literature review in this issue focuses on the problem of "media effects", which has been one of the
most debated problems in communication studies from past to present and has maintained its centrality
within some traditions. Halid Bilal Tanrikulu's article "A Methodological Discussion on Media Effects:
Conventional Methods and EEG", discusses the potentials of EEG, one of the neuroimaging techniques, for
communication studies in the context of this problem and evaluates its advantages and disadvantages

compared to conventional methods.

Erding Kaygusuz's research article titled "Science Communication Studies in Tiirkiye (2010-2023): "A
Bibliometric Analysis on Journal Articles and Postgraduate Theses" comprehensively analyses the
academic literature on science communication in Turkey. This study, which examines the themes in the
literature, methodological approaches to the subject, and the trends of the subject over time with a
self-reflexive approach, presents data on science communication, a relatively new topic in the field of

communication research, from a comprehensive perspective.

D. Beybin Kejanlioglu, one of the most important names in the field with her studies on critical theory and
the Frankfurt School in Turkey, in her article titled "The Critical Approaches of Unsal Oskay, Rasit Kaya, Erol
Mutlu in Early Communication Studies in Turkey", evaluates the development of the field by establishing a
line through three valuable names who have greatly contributed to the development of critical approaches in
communication studies in our country and the traditions that these names have drew on. After explaining
what critical communication studies encompass in the literature, Kejanlioglu focuses on the development of
the critical field in Turkey as of the 1970s. She describes the impact of the education received by Unsal
Oskay, Rasit Kaya, and Erol Mutlu on the development of their ideas and the publications of these
academics. The text provides us with a historical perspective on the development of critical studies and

mass communication in Turkey and offers important perspectives to evaluate the present.



The first interview of this issue was with Christian Fuchs, perhaps the most prolific representative of the
critical tradition in communication and media studies. Fuchs' insights were important to us not only
because he represents an important tradition, but also because he was the editor of The Journal of
Communication's (JoC) 2018 special issue "Ferments in the Field", a follow-up to the groundbreaking 1983
special issue "Ferment in the Field". In the interview, Fuchs shared his past and present relationship with the
field of communication, the story of the JoC special issue, his perspective on the Cultural Studies school,

and his valuable insights on new trends such as artificial intelligence.

In our interview with John Downey, who is a professor of comparative media analysis at Loughborough
University and the President of ECREA, we asked him questions about the issues that have been discussed
in communication and media studies for many years. Downey shared his views on the importance of
cultural studies, the Frankfurt School and critical theory for communication and media studies, the
traditions that the field of communication has been nurtured, especially in the UK and Germany, and the
methodological orientations in the field, and the debates on disciplinarity and inter-disciplinarity in
communication studies. In our interview, you can also read Downey's evaluations on the place of
communication and media studies in social sciences, the theoretical, critical, and vocational training
debates in the field, and the role of international institutions and associations that carry out activities on

communication and media studies, especially ECREA.

The first book review in this issue of Moment is written by Emre Erdogan. Erdogan reviewed the book
Electoral Integrity in Turkey written by Emre Toros and published by Edinburgh University Press in 2024,
focusing on the multifaceted and complex relationship between electoral integrity and democracies. The
book draws attention to the fact that the notion of electoral integrity is comprehensive, ranging from ballot
box security to electoral malpractice, electoral manipulation, and electoral violence. This study, which deals
with all these sub-fields and practices from a broad perspective and in the case of Turkey, has the potential
to be an extremely important resource for academics working in the field of political communication and

electoral integrity in Turkey.

In the second book review of this issue, Burak Akbalik reviews Andrea Medrado and Isabella Rega's Media
Activism, Artivism and the Fight Against Marginalisation in the Global South. Akbalik points out that the book
is not only a useful resource for scholars researching decolonial studies, community media, media
activism/artivism, and the Global South, but it also gains value and importance by going beyond the

media-centric and Eurocentric approaches dominant in communication and media studies.



We hope that these writings, which focus on a variety of issues from different perspectives, will both
encourage reflection on the field and be a start for the emergence of a robust literature of self-reflexive

studies in Turkey.
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