" ROLIK MAIIFAZALARI HAKK]N’DA BIR Ki’.[‘AP VE BU
MUNASEBETLE
ANADOLU’DAN BAZI ROLIK MAHFAZALARI

Semavi EYICE

Bundan dokuz yil énce yaymladigimiz bir yazida', gesitli miize-
lerde rasladifimiz ve ¢cogu Anadolu’da bulunmus olan Antik bir 13-
hit bicimindeki tastan rélik mahfazalarim tamtmaga  cahgmstik®.
Bu arada Avusturya’da H. Buschhausen tarafindan biiyiik bir kitap

1 Semavi Eyicek JAnadoly ve Istanbul’da 1dhit bigiminde rolik mahfaza-
lars -Reliquaires en forme de sarcophage en Amnatolie et a Istanbul, «Istanbul
Arkeoloji Miizeleri Yilligi», 15-16 (1969), s. 97-145, tiirkge ve fransizca, 32 re-
sim ile.

2 Yukandaki yazimzda 15 no.lu mermer rélik mahfazasi teknesinin
buluntu yerini bildirirken, bunun XKibris mengeli oldugunun soylenmesini siiphe’
ile kargilayarak, kesin olmayan bir ifade ile bunu kaydetmistik (ksl. yuk. ya-
zumaz, s. 106). Sonradan tesbit ettifimize gore, bu tekne 1921'de Istanbul'da
Giilhane'de Fransizlarin yaptiklari kazida Hagios Georgios kilisesi oldugu sa-
mlan yerde bulunmugtur, bkz. R. DemangelQE. Mamboury, Le quartier des
Manganes et la premiére région de Constantinople (Recherches Francaises en
Turquie, 2) Paris 1939, s. 119, no. 21, res. 148. Ik yazimizda 20 numaral ola-
rak gosterilen ve 2176 invanter sayih mahfaza Dofu Anadolwda Silvan (eski
adi: Meyyafarikin)'da bulunmustur. Burann evvelce cok 6nemli bir Hiristiyan
merkezi oldugu bilinir. Nitekim Silvann i¢inde yakin tarihlere kadar iki kilise
harabesi duruyordu, ksl: Gertrude L. Bell, Churches and Monasieries of the
Tiar Abdin and Neighbouring Districts (Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte. der Archi-
tektur, Beiheft 9) Heidelberg 1913, s.. 30 vd. Yerli bir sanat zevkine ve {islu-
buna igaret eden rdlik mahfazasinim, biri basilika digeri kubbeli olan bu iki
kiliseden birinde bulunmug olmasma ihtimal verilebilir. Bu yapilar artik or-
tadan ‘kalkm;gt,lr. Yine ilk yazimizda Zeyrek camiinde bulundugu bildirilen 12
numaralr rélik mahfazasi evvelce Ayasofya Miizesinde iken, 1971'de Arkeoloji
Miizesine devredilmigtir. Simdi burada 71/136 invanter sayis: ile kayithdir.




58 -

basildi. Diger taraftan degisik yerlerde aym gruba giren bir kac
rolik mahfazasi daha bulduk. Bu ikinei yazimizda Buschhausen’in
kitabim tamittiktan sonra, sonradan rasladigimz veya haklarinda
bilgi edindigimiz rélik mahfazalarimin bir katalogunu verecegiz.

I
H. Buschhausern’in rolik mahfazalan
hakkimdaki kitabi

1971 yilinda Avusturya Ilimler Akademisinin Bizantinistik ko-
misyonu ile Viyana Universitesi Bizans Aragtirmalar: Enstitiisiiniin
miigterek yaymi ve Viyana Bizans Aragtirmalar: dizisinin IX. cildi
olarak bilyiik bir kitap yaymnlandi. Helmut Buschhausen tarafindan
yazilan bu kitap aslinda iki cilt halinde tasarlanmig olup, «Ge¢ Roma
devri madenden scrinia’lar: ve erken Hiristiyvan rolik mahfazalari»
baghgmi tagimaktadir’. Basilan bu cilt ilk kismi tegkil etmekte ve

katalog boliimiinii okuyucuya sunmaktadir. Bu kitabin yaymlanma-~

smdan bir kac yil dnce, 1969’da biz de lstanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri
Yilligr'nda kiigiik bir arastirma yaymlamis, ve gerek Istanbul Ar-
keoloji Miizesinde gerek Anadolu miizelerinde karsilagtigimiz 13hit
bicimindeki rolik mahfazalarmin bu yazimizda bir katologunu der-
lemege ve buniar: degerlendirmege calismistik. Simdi Buschhausen’in
kitabi ile bu konu en genig bicimi ile toplanmig olmaktadir.

H. Buschhausen kitabimn ilk cildinde dagimk scrinia ile rolik
mahfazalarm toplu bir halde bir araya getirmektedir. Cikacak ikin-
ci ciltte ise bu konu ile ilgili problemler ele almacaktir. Kitabin ba-
sinda yer alan tanmmis Avusturya’lli Bizans Sanati uzman Prof. Dr.

Otto Demus'un yazdig1 6nsozde isaret edildigi gibi, gerek putperest

serinia’larm cogu, gerek Hiristiyan serinia’larin hepsi IV. yiizyila

3 H. Buschhausen, Die Spaetrimischen Metallscrinia und Friihchristlichen
Reliquiare, I. Teil: Kaialog (Wiener Byzantinische Studien, IX), Wien, Her-
mann Bohlaus Nachf. 1971, 334 sahife ve 14 - 199 levha. Bu kitap miinasebe-
tiyle hazirladignmmz yazi, Arkeoloji Miizeleri Yilligi'nda basilmak lizere- 1973'de
Miize miidiirliigiine teslim edilmigtir. Fakat aradan bes yil gibi uzun bir siire~
nin gec¢mesine ragmen, bir takim zorluklar yiizlinden Yillhik yaymlanamadi-
Zindan, makalemizi geri alarak Sanaft Tarihi Yilhigvnda yaymlamayl dogru
bulduk
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ait olduklarina goére bunlarin hiristiyan ikonografyasi bakimindan
tnemleri inkdr olunamaz. Yazar secrinia’lara hiristiyan rolik mah-
fazalarmi da katarak buyuk bir corpus meydana getirmege cals-
m1§t1r

Scrinium veya serinia terimi latince olup, Roma gaginda, mek-
tup, k&g1d hatta kiiciik baz1 egyanin bilhassa kadinlarm tuvalet eg-
yasimin konulmas: i¢in yapilmig kutular icin kullambyordu. Sonra-
lar1 bu tiirden kutular kiliselerde saklanan baz dini yazilarm igine
konuldugu kutu veya mahfazalar olarak yapilmigtir. Yani boylece
bunlar kutsal bir egya karakteri almistir. R6lik mahfazalar: ise (fr.
reliquaire) dogrudan dogruya bir aziz veya azizenin kutsal olarak
kabul edilen hatiralarinin icine konuldugu kutulardir. Bu mahfaza-
larda genellikle ait oldugu aziz veya azizenin kemiklerinden parga-
lar saklaniyor ve bunlara grekge rélik anlamina gelen leipsana teri-
minden lipsanothek deniliyordu. Ancak modern sanat tarihi bilimi
bu tiir esyay: roliker (reliquaire) olarak adlandirmag: ve lipsanothek

" terimini sadece belirli bazi mahfazalar icin kullanmagi tercih etmig-

tir. Nitekim meshur Brescia mahfazasi, bir lipsanothek olarak tani-
H. B. konunun cercevesini belirten kisa bir 6nsézden (s. 9-18).
sonra bu katalog boliimiinii iice aywrmaktadir. Bunlardan ilkinde
Gec Roma ve Erken Hiristiyan madenden serinia’lar (s. 21-172);
ikincisinde Erken Hiristiyan figiirlii rélik mahfazalar (s. 173 - 260)
ficiinciisiinde ise Erken Hiristivan sadece bezemeli veya tamamen
siissiiz rolik mahfazalarn (s. 261 - 326) tamtilmaktadir. Kitabmn so-
nunda ise 14 levha halinde 70 ¢izim resimden bagka, A grubuna ait
104, B grubuna ait 65 ve C grubuna ait 30 toplam 199 levha halin-
de sayilari 709'u bulan fotograf yer almaktadir. Resimler, metin
kisminda adi gegen biitiin &rnekleri tamitmakla beraber, bunlarmn
bir kisminin yeteri kadar temiz ve biiyiik olmayig1 bir eksikliktir.

Scrinia’lar genellikle agacdan yapilmig kutulardi. Bunlarm yiiz-
lerinde bronzdan levhaciklar cakili oluyordu. H.B. konusunu 4 - 6.
yiizyillar icine smirlamig ve bilhassa A ve B gruplarmi iglemigtir.
C grubunun ise tam olmadigim itiraf etmektedir ki, bu yazimizin
sonuna ekledigimiz yeni 6rnekler yazarin bu diigiincesini dogru-
lar. H. B. kitabimin ikinei cildinde bu C grubunu daha gemgletece—
gini de bildirmektedir.
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- H.B. nin iizerinde durdugu bir konu da Ge¢ Roma devri scrinia’-
lar ile Erken Hiristiyan devrinin bazi rolik mahfazalar: arasmdaki
baglantidir. Yazarin goriigiine gore, Giliney Anadolu’da Mut yaki-
ninda Cirga koylinde 1957 yilinda bulunarak Adana miizesine ko-
nulan ince giimiis levhalardan meydana gelmis rolik mahfazas: ile
onun c¢ok yakin bir benzeri olan Giiney Bulgaristan’da Hasksy
(= Haskovo) yakmminda Yablkovo’da 1962’de bulunan ikinci rélik
mahfazasi, sikke ikonografyasma baglantih olduklarmmdan, en- eski

- 6rneklerdir ve 4. ylizy1l eserleri olarak kabul edilmelidirler. Gergek-
ten ayni mahalli atolyelerin, biiyiik ihtimalle i¢ veya giiney Anadolu
bélgesinin eserleri olan bu kiiciik eserler, iizerlerinde repoussé tek-
nigindeki kabartma figiirleri ile yalmiz Roma degil ¢ok daha eski
bir kuyumeculuk sanatimn hiristiyanlagmig uygulamalarndir, Nitekim
Dogu Anadolu’da Urartu medeniyeti eserlerinde de bu teknikde fi-
giirlii kompozisyonlarin ince altm veya giimiig levhalara iglendik-
leri bilinir.

H. B. kisa 6nsoziinde bir kag sahifede, bu mahfazalarin kﬂlse
icindeki yerlerinden bahsetmektedir. Bu da hiristiyan arkeolojisi ile

ugraganlarin iizerinde durmalar: gereken Snemli bir konudur. Yazar

cesitli rolik yuvalar: hakkinda &zet olarak bilgi vermektedir. Bizans
diinyasinda, bunlarm hemen daima, bema’da altarm altinda bazen
biiytikce bir hiicre icinde (Studios, Khalkoprateia) bazen de gayet
kiiclik bir yuva veya cukur icinde olduklari sdylenebilir. Son ola-
rak Istanbul yakininda, Izmit yolu iistiinde Kurt kéyiindeki biiyiik
ve dbsemesi oldukea zengin surette siislii bir kilise kalintisinda da
béyle ufak bir yuva bulunmustur. . :

-H. B. bu katalogunun A, B, ve C bolumlermde etrafli surette
anlattigr anitlar: kiiclik monografyalar halinde tamtirken;

1. Eserin bugiin nerede muhafaza edildigini,
2. Nerede ve hangi tarihte bulundugunu,
‘3. Buluntu yerinin 6zellikleri ve eserin hangi gartlarla meyda-
na ciktigini,
4. Eserin beraberinde cikarilan bagka kahntilari,
5. Bu eser hakkindaki yaymlar:,

4 Yukarida belirtilen yazirmzda Sofya, Varna ve Kostendil rélik mah-
fazalarindan (ksl s. 111-112 ve fr. s. 142) bahsetmis, fakat bu miizeleri 1966'da
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bildirmektedir. Bu referanslardan sonra eserin tam ve etrafli bir ta-
rifi, iizerindeki siisleme ve figiirlerin tasviri ve eger varsa yazlarin
kopyalar1 ve transkripsiyonlar1 verilmektedir. Eserlerin iizerindeki
bezeme ve figiirlerin, biiyiik kompozisyonlarin ikonografya bakimm-
dan tahlilleri de burada 6nemle islenen bir konudur. Kitabin konu-
sunun ¢ok genig ve tanitilan 6rneklerin ¢oklugu burada genis bir tah-
lil yapabilmemize imkin vermemektedir. Ancak suna igaret edelim
ki, ince metal (coklukla giimiis) plikalar iizerine kabartma olarak
yapilan siisleme, yine &lii ile ilgili bir bagka amt tiiriinii, Istanbul
Arkeoloji Miizesinde zengin bir koleksiyon olan kursun ldhitleri ha-
tira getirmektedirs. '

. H. Buschhausen’in Ge¢c Roma madenden serinia’lar: ile Erken
Hiristiyan rélik mahfazalart hakkindaki kitabi, bu zengin konuyu

ilk defa olarak biitiinii ile ele almakta ve diinyanin cesitli kdgelerine .

dagilmig 6rnekleri bir araya getirmektedir. Muhakkak ki, kutularin
ve rolikerlerin 4.-6. yiizyillara ait olanlarmin hepsi bu cilde girenler
degildir. Bu yazimizla yaymladigimiz baz yeni érnekler, daha bag-
kalarmin da ortaya cgikabilecegini g&sterir. H. B. yukarida bahsi ge-
cen yazimizi gérmiis olmakla beraber, nedense 1966 da incelemek
imkAnini elde ettigimiz, ancak resmini gekemedigimiz fakat kisa
bir not halinde bahsettifimiz Kostendil rélik kutusunu ise tama-
men atlamigtir. Acaba onu ikinci cilde mi birakmistir? Fakat bu
takdirde buna neden liizum gordiigii sorulabilir. Sunu belirtelim ki
H.B.in kitab: gercekten iyi ve miikemmel bir repertuardir. Sanat
Tarihcilerine ¢ok bilyiilk yardim saglayacagl gibi ondan en genig 6l-
clide yardim gbérecek olanlar hic siiphesiz miizecilerdir. Bu elkitabr-
mn yardimi ile miizelerine gelecek pek ¢ok buluntuyu teghis etme ve
degerlendirme imkanmm saglayabileceklerdir. Kisacasr bu kitap her
muze kiitliphanesinin vazgecilmez bir yardlmc1s1 olacaktir.

ziyaretimizde, bahis konusu eserlerin fotograflarimin g¢ekilmesine izin verilme-
digini belirtmistik. Resimleri olmamakla beraber, ad: gegen miizelerde bu ce-
sit eserlerin varhifma acik surette isaret edilmis idi. H. B. bagka eserlerin bib-
liyografyalarinda en kisa notlar: bile referans olarak gosterirken bizim yazi-
miza isaret etmeyigini biraz hayretle karsiladik.

5 Arif Miifid Mansel, Istanbul Miizesindeki kursun ldhitler kollekszyonu,

«Tiirke Arkeologya ve Einografya Dergisi» 1L (1934), s. 194-218, 309-310; ay.
vazar;, Antikenmuseum =zu Istanbul Katalog der Bleisarkophage, <«Archaeo-
logischer Anzeiger> (1932) siit.. 387-446.
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1 1
‘ Anadolu’dan bazi rélik mahfazalari
ilk yazimzda yirmi tane tam veya yalmz tekne veyahut yalmz

kapaktan ibaret rolik mahfazasindan bahsetmistik. Sonradan ras-
ladlgmuz on kadar eseri de bu ikinci yazimizla tamtiyoruz®. Gergek-

ten rolik mahfazasi olmalari ¢ok siipheli iki eseri de ihtiyat kaydi

ile bu listemize ekliyoruz.
21. Silifke miizesinde rolik mahfazas: teknesi (Res. 1) :

137 inv. numarali bir tekneden ibarettir. Bunun bir rélik mah-
fazasi oldugu tahmin edilebilir. 0 m. 20 boyunda, 0 m. 13 eninde ve
0 m. 10 yiiksekliginde olan teknenin derinligi bir tarafda 0 m. 06 ol-
masma kargihik diger tarafda 0 m. 072 dir. Boylece dibi iki kademe
halinde hicimlendirilmistir. Kapag: olmadigmmdan tipini kesin olarak
teshit edemedigimiz bu teknenin sadece 6l¢iileri bir rélik mahfazasi
olmasi ihtimalini ortaya koymaktadir®. :

22. Silifke miizesinde rélik mahfazas1 (Res. 3, 4) :

3155 inv. numarali rélik mahfazas: i¢ ice iki kutudan meydana
gelmis olup, 1975°de Calt1 - Bozkir kdyiinde koyliillerden alinmistir.

6 Bu yazirmzi hazirlarken yardlmlarun esirgemiyen, Istanbul Arkeoloji
Miizeleri miidiirii Necati Dolunay, Dr. Nezih Firathh ve Dr. Nusin Asgari ile
Tokat Miizesi. miidiirii Birsel Ozcan, Adana Miizesi eski miidiirii Dr. 0. Aytug
Tagylirek ve Silifke Miizesi eski miidiirii (gimdi emekli) Mehmet Belen ile yeni
miidlir Orhan Glirman'a degerli yardimlarindan dolay: tegekkiir ederim.

7 Silifke miizesinde tagtan yontulmusg ve kilise bigiminde olan bagka bir
rélik mahfazasi daha vardir. Giimiigden kilise modeli bigimind:ki rélik mah-
fazalar dizisine giren fakat malzemesi bakimindan onlardan ayrilan bu kiiciik
eser ilgi cekici olmakla beraber, konumuz -diginda kaldigindan burada iistiinde
durulmamstir. Boyle tagtan kiiclik bir kilise biciminde rélik mahfazalar1 VII-
XVIIL. yilizyillarda Kafkasya'da yaygin olarak yapimistir. Bu hususda bkz.
P. Cuneo, Les modéles en pierre de Parchitecture arménienne, «Revue des Etu-
des Arméniennes» N.s. VI (1969), s. 233-281, lev. LXXVIII-CXVIIIL; ksl. B.
Schiitz, «Orientalistische Literaturzeitungs sayi 9-10 (1974) siit. 525. Uzerinde
grekce bir yazi da bulunan Silifke'deki kilise biciminde olan rélik mahfazasi
ayri bir arastirma olarak bu yilhikda islenmigtir. :
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a — Kapag ile tam bir halde olan rélik mahfazas: kiiciik bir 14-
hit biciminde olup, yumusak bir tastan islenmistir. Lihdin teknesi
intizdmsiz olup, uzunlugu 0 m. 157 ile 0 m. 155 dir. Dig yiikseklik
0 m. 065 dir. Teknenin i¢ genigligi 0 m. 083 ve derinligi ancak 0 m.
03 olup, kapag baglayan 0 m. 015 derinlifinde bir kenet delifi de
vardir. Bu tekneyi 6rten kapak ortasmda 0 m. 063 yiiksekliginde
olup, yukar: dogru genisler. Kége akroterlerinden sadece bir tanesi
kiriktir. Kapak alinhginda 0 m. 03 yiikseklik ve 0 m. 025 genisligin-
de bir hag iglenmistir. Kapagin tam ortasinda 0 m. 015 capmda bir
de delik acilmistir. Bu oldukca kaba iscilikli mahfazanin bir rolik
kutusu oldugu kesindir. Ciinkii kapag {istiinde, iyi sayilamayacak
bir yaz ile su ad kazmmistir :

OArioC
ZAXAPIAC

Boylece bunun bir aziz Zakharias rélikeri oldugu anlagilmakta-
dir. Bagta Vaftizei Ioannes’in babasi ile Tevrat Peygamberlerinden
Zekeriya olmak iizere Ortodoks kilisesi en azindan 10 - 11 aziz Zak-
harias tammaktadir.

b—Bu rolik mahfazasinin iginden kursundan yapilmis daha
ufak ikinei bir mahfaza gikmigtir. Dip kismu ciiriimiis ve yok olmus
durumda olan bu ufak kutu da kapaklhdir ve 0 m. 075 x 0 m. 055 6l-
cisiindedir. Bu kursun kutunun &zelligi kapagimn dort kosesinde
akroteri andiran dért kiiciik ¢ikintinin olugudur. Boylece kursun
mahfaza da kendi bagma 13hdi andiran bir kutu goériiniimiindedir.

Silifke miizesindeki r6lik mahfazas: genellikle ic ice iki kab ha-
lindeki bu tiir kutular geleneginin bir érnegi olarak da ayrica Snem-
lidir. Nitekim Cirga rolik mahfazasi da aslinda ilk bulundugunda
disinda bir tag kutuya sahipti. Ancak bu ortadan kaybolmusg, sadece
igindeki giimils kutu kurtulmustur.

23. Silifke miizesinde rilik mahfazasi tekne parcasi (Res. 2) :
Bu sadece mermer bir mahfazanin tekne kismimin bir parcasi-

dir. Dibi ile bir uzun kenar1 ve bir dar kenar: saglam bir halde olup
diger iki kenar1 eksiktir. Uzunlugu 0 m. 42, genigligi 0 m. 17 ve
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yiiksekligi ise 0 m. 18 iginde derinligi ise 0 m. 10’dur. Saglam par-
calar iizerinde hicbir isaret yoktur. Sadece dig yiizlerinde gepecevre
bir cerceve (moulure)nin uzandigr goriliir.

94. Adana miizesinde rolik mahfazas (Res. 5, 6) :

Bu kiigiik eser 1852 invanter sayihdir. Kirli boz renkte bir tas-
tan yontulmug bir tekne ile kapagindan meydana gelmistir. Tekne
icden 0 m. 12x0 m. 9 6l¢iisiinde, kenar kalmligi 0 m. 06 ve ic¢ de-

" rinligi ise 0 m. 10’dur. R6lik mahfazasmin digtan uzunlugu 0 m. 25,

genigligi 0 m. 22 ve yiiksekligi 0 m. 19'dur. Kapagin ortada yiik-
sekligi 0 m. 17°dir. Bir rélik mahfazas: oldugunu tahmin ettigimiz
bu kiiciik eser, 1dhit biciminde olup kapagm kd&gelerinde akroterleri
vardir. Fakat bunlar cok hafifce belirtilmistir. Uzerinde hicbir yaz
veya igaret bulunmamaktadir. Eski Adana miizesinde 1962'de g6-
riip Oleiilerini aldigimiz bu rilikeri, yeni miizede aradigimizda bul-
mak miimkiin olmamistir.

25. Adana miizesinde rolik mahfazasi teknesi (Res. 7, 8) :

Yeni Adana miizesinde, bahcede bir siitun baghgmin iizerinde
durmaktadir. Invanter sayis1 6-59, 973 olup, nerede bulundugu 6g-
renilememistir. Boyu 0 m. 44, genigligi 0 m. 27, yiiksekligi ise 0 m.
31’dir. Cok iyi kalitede bir mermerden iyi bir iscilikle yontulan bu
rolik mahfazasmin teknesi, kalin moulure’ler ile altta ve iistte yatay
cizgiler ile smirlanmistir. Biitiin yiizlerin ortalarmda birer celenk
iginde hagclar vardir. Celenklerin altinda, iki yana kivrimlar halinde
uzanan birer kurdela iglenmistir. Adana rélikeri, bu tip kiigilk eser-
ler arasinda, sanat bakimindan en iddial olamdwr. Ik yazimizda
bahsi gegen, Merzifon-Corum arasmnda bulunan r6lik mahfazasma
(ksl. no. 9) benzemekle beraber ona nazaran daha Klasik bir ifa-
deye sahiptir. Her cephesinin ortasmi siisleyen birer gelenk igine
alinmig hac kabartmalar ile bu rolik mahfazasi, Erken Hiristiyan
cagmimn cok kullanilan bir motifini tekrarlamakla beraber, biiyiik 14-
hitlerin kiiciiltiilmiis bir ornegini de tegkil etmektedir.

26. Fransa’da 6zel koleksiyonda rolik mahfazasi (Res. 9-12) :

Bilindigi kadar: ile bu kiiciik eser Anadolu’da bulunarak Fran-
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sa’dd bir 6zel koleksiyona girmistir. Buluntu yeri hakkinda acik bilgi
edinemedigimiz bu rolik mahfazasimnin ashm gdremedigimizden an-
cak elde edebildigimiz bazi resimlerinin yardimiyle kisa bir tarifini
yapabiliyoruz. Eserin kapagimmn bir tarafi kirik ve eksik olmakla
beraber bicimi hakkinda higbir sitiphe yoktur. Teknenin de dibi ve
bir genis yiizii eksiktir. Yan cepheler de parcalandiklarindan tamir
gormiistiir. Rélikerin dibi olmadigindan derinligi bilinmemektedir.
Uzunlugu 0 m: 255, yiiksekligi 0 m. 105, kapagn yiiksekligi ise 0 m.
085 kadardir. Iyi kalitede beyaz mermerden iglenmistir. Teknesinde
ve kapagmm dis yuzlermde bol sayida kabartma olarak islenmig
hagclar bir rolik mahfazast oldugunda hic bir giipheye meydan bi-
rakmamaktadir. Tekne kismi gimdiye kadar goérdiiklerimizden fark-
Ii olarak dip kisminda dar, yukar: dogru ise bombeleserek daha ge-
nigtir. Teknenin kenarlarinda ince bir kabartma serit her cepheyi
cepecevre smirlar. Teknenin cephesi ortasinda, yuvarlak bir cerceve
icinde bir Malta hagi kabartmasi vardir. Ayrica bunun iki yaninda
birer Léatin haci kabartmasi bulunmaktadir. Teknenin yiiziinde ve
iist kenarmnda ikiger olarak ac¢ilmig dort delik, kapaktaki dért delik
ile bu rélik mahfazasimn tekne ve kapaginin ashnda biribirine bagh
oldugunu belli eder. Hafifce tekneden digari tagan kapak koselerin-
de basik ve geriye dogru meyilli akroterlere sahiptir. Boylece bu
rolik mahfazasi da l4hit tipi kutular tiiriine girmektedir. Kapagin
iistiinde de kabartma olarak iglenmis iki 1atin haci vardir.

27. Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesinde -16lik mahfaza51 teknes1
(Res 13) ¢

Inv. numarasi 6255, Sehir icinde Koca Mustafa Paga seémtinde
bulunmug ve 20 Ekim 1969’da miizeye girmistir. Beyaz, iyi kalite
bir mermerden olan bu rélik mahfazasi yalmz tekneden ibarettir ve
bir kosesi noksandir. Genig tarafindaki bir catlak yapmstirildig1 gibi
bu eksik kése de algi ile tamamlanmigtir. Ust kenarinda iic taraf:
dolagan yiv, bunun bagka rélikerlerde de oldugu gibi ashnda siir-

giilii bir kapaga sahip oldugunu gosterir. Teknenin uzunlugu 0 m.

288, genisligi 0 m. 215, ve yiiksekligi 0 m. 136 &lciisiindedir. 0 m. 010
derinlik ve 0 m. 012 genigligindeki siirgii yivinden sonra teknenin
esas derinligi ise 0 m. 10 dur. Teknenin dig yiizlerinde hic bir siisleme
ve hiristiyanlik isareti yoktur. Sadece uzunlamasina alt ve iist ke-

Sanat Tarihi Yihgi-F.: 5
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narda moulure'ler uzZanmaktadir.. Bu bakimdan Koca Mustafa Paga
rolik ma,hfazas1 iznik’de Ayasofya’da. bulunam hatlrlatmaktadlr.;

28. Istanbul Arkeologl Miizesinde rollk mahfazasi kapagl |
(Res 14-16) '

. Mehmed Miizeci adlh antikacidan satin alinan bu rohk mahfa—
zasl kapagl 25 Subat 1965 tarihinde miizeye girmigtir. invanter nu-

.maras1 5749’dur. Beyaz mermerden olan bu kapak akroterli oldugu:

na-gore, kiiciik 1ahid bicimindeki tag rélik kutularmin tipik bir or-
negine aittir. Tepesinde tam ortada bulunan etrafi bir halka ile gev-
rili 0 m. 014 capindaki delik, bunun bir rélik mahfazas: oldugunda
hi¢ bir siiphe birakmaz. Zaten iki dar yiizii ortalarinda birer kenet
izi- de goriiliir. Boylece rolik- kutusunun kilitlenmis oldugu anlagil-
maktadir. Kapak ekseri hallerde oldugu gibi siirgiiliidiir. Uzunlugu
0 m. 141, genigligi alt kenarda 0 m. 102, iist kenarda (akroterler hi-
zasmda) 0 m. 095 ve tam ortada yiiksekligi 0 m. 052 ol¢iisiindedir.
Kapagmm dort kogesinde de kiiciik birer akroter vardir. Bunlardan

biri tamamen kopmus, 1km0151 yar: krik, dlger ikisinin ise sa.decev

sivri uclan noksandlr
. 29. Istanbul Arkeolqu ‘Miizesinde (Res 17) :

Istanbul’da antikaci Farag¢ Uziilmez tarafindan muzeye hedlye
edilen bu rdlik mahfazas1 21 Haziran 1973'de miizeye girmig ve 73 -
66 invanter numarasmm almistir. Bu koyu gri renkte bir tagtan ,ydn—
tulmus mahfaza tam olarak 14hid bigimli rélikerler grubuna girme-
mektedir. Uzunlugu 0 m. 49, geniglifi 0" m. 307, tekne yiiksekligi
0 m. 21 -ve i¢ derinligi 0 m. 13 dlciisiindedir. 0 m. 16 kadar yiiksek-
liginde olan kapagin i¢ tarafi oyulmamstir. Ayrica bu kapak siirgii-
lii-degil, tekne iist kenarmmdaki dislere oturtmadir. Dig1 ise, dort me-
yilli bir ev dam seklinde iglenmis, mahya hattinda 0 -m. 027 genis-
liginde bir gerit halinde diizlenmigtir. Bu . gerit ortada 0 m. 095 ca-

pinda yuvarlak bir diiz satihla kesilmektedir. ‘Bunun rélik mahfaza—\

smt ziyaret edenlerin dudaklarim veya parmaklarini' degdirmesi icin
yapildigina ibtimal verilir. Teknenin ici az oyuldugundan ve kapa-
& alt yiizli dolu birakildigindan bu rélik mahfazasi oldukea agir-
dir. Tip bakimindan ise, evvelce yaymladigimiz ve yine Istanbul Ar-
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keoloji Miizesinde olan, nereden geldigi bilinmeyen' rolik mahfazasi-
nin yakin bir. benzeridir (ksl. no. 14, res. 14). Boylece Anadolu’da
kapag1 ev dami biciminde olan bir tipin de mevcut oldugu anlagil-
maktad1r . :

‘ 30 ista.nbul Arkeoloji Muzesmde (Res. 18- 20)

Nerede bulundugu b1lmmeyen ve satin alinma suretlyle 28 Mart
1975’de miizeye giren bu rélik mahfazasi, 75 - 60 invanter numaral-
dir. Bizim esas konumuz olan kiiciik bir 14hit bicimindeki rélik- ku-
tular1 smnifina girmemekle beraber, icine bir rolik konulmak iizere
yapildigi muhakkaktir. Tekne ve kapak ayri cins taglardan ve ¢ok
kaba, olarak iglenmistir. Kapak siirgiilii degil, oturtmadir. 0 m. 183 x
0 m. 155 ol¢iisiinde ve 0 m. 032 kalinhgindadir. Bunun 0 m. 01'i, ka-
pagmn tekneye oturmasi icin yapilan dige aittir. Granit gibi bir go-
riintiisii olan gri renkli kapagm ic¢ yiiziinde yontma izleri vardir.
Kogelerinde hafif kiriklar bulunan kapagm dig yliziinde biri kare
ikisi yuvarlak, 0.m. 01 kadar derinlikte ii¢ gukur vardir. Bunlar her--
halde, kapag tekneye baglamak icin kullanilan madeni kenetlerin
yuvalari olmalidir. Tekne daha acik renkli bir tastan (andezit?)
cok kaba surette yontulmugtur. Uzunlugu 0 m. 181, genisligi 0 m.
152, yiiksekligi ise 0 m. 11 olciisiindedir. I¢ derinlik 0 m. 065 dir.
Boylece teknenin i¢ gukurunun az oldugu dikkati geker.- Teknenin
kenar kalnlig: da bu .6lgiide bir kutu icin fazla, 0 m. 032 dir. Uzun
yiizlerden : birinde iki, digerinde ise, 0 m. 04x0 m. 027 o&lciisiinde
dikdortgen bi¢imli ve 0 m. 019 derinliginde bir ¢ukur acilmigtir. Bun-
lar kapagin iistiindeki ii¢c yuvayr karsiladigina gore, kapagin bir ta-
raftan tekneye yarmn halka biciminde iki mentege ile baglandlgma
obiir tarafindan ise madenden bir kenetle kilitlendigine ihtimal ve-

rilebilir: Bu tag kutunun hicbir tarafinda bir Hiristiyan isareti yok-

tur B /

- ._31. Tokat miizesindé rolik mahfazas1 (Res. 21) :

Toka.t muzesmde de tam durumda iki rohk mahfazast bulun-
maktadlr Bunlardan birincisi, Erbaa (eski adi: Herek) ﬂgesmm
Kozlu bucagmndan gelmis olup, 2 Subat 1964’de 585/1 mvanter sa-
yist ile miizeye girmistir.:Tekne. ve kapag: tamam durumda olan bu
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tag rolik mahfazasimin tekne kismi, 0 m. 361 uzunlugunda, 0 m. 235
genigliginde ve 0 m. 14 yiiksekligindedir. Teknenin iist kenarinda ka-
pag: tutmaga yarayan dig vardir. Kégeleri akroterli, ¢ift meyilli dam
bicimindeki kapagn yiiksekligi 0 m. 125'dir. Bu pek itinali bir isciligi
olamayan kiiciik eserin bir rélik kutusu oldugunu isbatlayan igaret-
ler, teknenin ve kapagin iizerine islenmis bulunan haglardir. Tekne-
nin bir dar yiiziinde, kabartma olarak bir Latin ha¢i vardir. Kapa-
gin da alinhiginda oyma olarak yapilmis bagka bir ha¢ goriiliir. Boy-
lece bu rélik kutusunda, Antik lahitler geleneginin son derecede sa-
delestirilmis bir bicimde siirdiiriildiigii agikca belli olmaktadir.

32. Tokat miizesinde rolik mahfazasi (Res. 22)

Tokat miizesindeki ikinei rélik mahfazasi da yine Erbaa ﬂgesm—
den getirilerek, 9 Ocak 1974 tarihinde 74-34-7T4 invanter sayisi ile
ve satin alinmak suretiyle miizeye girmistir. Oldukga kaba bir igci-
ligi olan bu tastan oyulma mahfazanin da kapagi ve teknesi tamam-
dir. Cok ufak &lgiilerde olugu, bunun bir rélik kutusu oldugunda hig

bir giipheye yer vermemektedir. Tekne 0 m. 085 x0 m. 08 dlgiisiin-

de ve 0 m. 06 yiiksekligindedir. Pek muntazam olmayan bir bicimde
yontulan bu teknenin iistiinii 6rten kapak, hafifce tagmakta ve. &l-
ciileri 0 m. 09 x 0 m. 086’y1 bulmaktadir. Kapagimn yiiksekligi ise 0 m.
04’diir. Kapagin dort kosesinde rolik mahfazasmin Olgiilerine gore
nisbetleri biiyiik olan dért akroter bulunmaktadir. Bu gosterissiz ve
kaba kiiclik eserin minyatiir Slciide bir 1ahdi taklit ettigi goriiliiyor.

Rolik mahfazas: olmalari siipheli baz hiristiyan 1ahit teknéléi'i_ _
33. Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesinde tekne (Res. 23) :

Istanbul’da Aksaray - Capa arasinda yol yapimi sirasmda bulu-
narak E. Mamboury (1878-1953) tarafindan miizeye teslim edilen bu
“tekne 14 Agustos 1924’de, 4014 numara ile invantere gecirilmigtir.
Kisa bir not halinde vaktiyle Prof. Dr. Arif Miifid Mansel'in bir ya-
zisinda. anilan bu eserin rélik mahfazas: olabilecegi diisiiniilmekte
ise de, biz buna pek ihtimal veremiyoruz®. Pembe renkte bir bresten

8 A. Miifid Mansel, Erwerbungsbericht des Antikenmuseums 2u Istanbul
seit 1914, «Archaeologischer Amzeigers (1931) siit. 175, res. 3. K
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yontulan bu teknenin kayip kapag siirgiilii olmakla beraber, 6lgii-
leri bir rolik kutusu icin fazladir. Uzunluk 0 m. 893, genislik 0 m. 60
ve ylikseklik 0 m. 293, i¢c derinlik ise 0 m. 22 kadardir. Dort yiizii de
altta ve iistte moulure’ler ile smirlanmig, herbir yiiziin ortasina 0 m.
115 yiikseklik ve 0 m. 102 genigliginde birer Litin hagi kabartmas:
iglenmistir. Bu kiiciik 14hdin Istanbul’un gec antik ve erken hiris-
tiyan caginda nekropoluniin uzandigi bir bolgede bulunmasi, onun
gercekten bir rélik kutusu olmasi ihtimalini cok zayiflatir. Diger ta-
raftan rolik kutularmn &lciilerini ¢cok agan bir bilyiiklitkkte oldugu
da diisiiniilecek olursa, bunu, 18hit bigimli rélikerler gurubuna sok-
mammn zorlugu daha iyi anlagilir. Biz de burada bu orneg1 ihtiyat
kayd: ile tamtiyoruz.

34. Izmit miizesinde tekne (Res. 24) :

Izmit miizesindeki bu teknenin lgiilerini bir rélik mahfazasi icin
fazla buldugumuzdan, bu eseri de ihtiyatla bu listeye almak zorun-
dayiz. Gerede’nin Akecabay koyiinden getirilerek, 18 Eyliil 1973 ta-
rihinde, 825 invanter sayisi ile Izmit miizesine giren bu teknenin
dig 6lgiileri, 0 m. 86 x 0 m. 64 ve 0 m. 50 dir. I¢ élciileri ise 0 m. 69 x
0 m. 46 x 0 m. 36’dir. Kalinlik ise 0 m. 08'dir. Ug cephesi ¢iplak olan
teknenin sadece bir yuzune ii¢ rozet islenmis olup bunlardan &teki-
lerden biraz daha biiyiik olan ortadakinin icinde bir «Maltas hagl
1§lenm1§ bulunmaktadir. 26.7.1978.




Resim 1. Silifke miizesinde tekne (Inv. 137).-

Resim 2.

Silifke miizesinde tekne pargasi
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Resim 4. Silifke miizesinde réliker (Inv. 3155).
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Resim 7. Adana miizesinde tekne (Inv. 6-59, 973)
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Resim 9. Fransa'da 6zel koleksiyonda réliker..




Resim 10-11. Fransa'da 6zel koleksiyonda roliker.

Resim 13. Istanbul Arkeoloji

Miizesinde

tekne (Inv. 6255).
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Resim 14-15. Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizesinde kapak (Inv. 5749).

Resim 17. Istanbul

Arkeoloji Miizesinde (Inv. 78-66).
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A BOOK ON RELIQUARIES AND SOME
NEW RELIQUARIES FROM
ANATOLIA -

Semavi EYICE

We have pubhshed an article about 9 years ago! and tr1ed to
introduce stone reliquary in.the shape of an. antique Sarcophagus
most of Wthh were found in AnatoliaZ. Around the same tlme in

1 Semavi Eyice, Anadolu ve Istanbulda Lahit Bigiminde Rolik Mahfa-
zalars - Religuaires en forme de sarcophage en Anatolie et a Istanbul, «Istcm-
bul Arkeoloji Miizeleri Yalligry, 15-16 (1969), p. 19-145, Turklsh a.nd French
32 plates.

2 While dlscussmg in the above article the finding place of the chest
of the marble reliquary No. 15 we treated with some reserve the statements
made by those in the museum concering its Cypriot origin, and recorded ‘this
with reservations (p. 137). We were later able to establish that” this  chest
had been discovered during the excavations of the Church of St George carried
out by the French in Istanbul in 1921. See: R. Demangel - E. Mamboury, Le
Quartier des Manganes et la premiére région de Constantinople, (Recherches
Francaises en Turquie, 2) Paris (1939), p. 119, no. 21, pl. 148. The reliquary
Inv. No. 2176 described under No. 20 in our first article was found at Silvan
(formerly Meyyafarikin) in Hastern Anatolia. This is known to have been a
very important Christian centre. As a matter of fact the ruins of two large
churches were still standing in quite recent times, see: Gertrude L. Bell,

" Churches and Monasteries of the Tar Abdin and Neighbouring Districts,

(Zeitschrift fiir Geschichte der Architektur, Beiheft 9) Heidelberg, 1913 p. 30
ff. The reliquary displays provincial taste, and was very probably found in
one of these churches, one of which was domed, the other basilical. Both
structures have now completely disappeared. The reliquary No. 12 found in
Zeyrek Mosque and mentioned in our first article as being preserved in Aya-
gsofya Museum was transferred to the Archaeological Museum in 1971. It is
registered there under Inv. No. 71/136.
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Austria, a big book was published written by H. Buschhausen. On
the otherhand we have found in different places a few more reliquary
belonging to the same group. In this second article after presenting
Buschhausen’s book we give the catalogue of the new samples we
found or mformed about :

I

H. Buschhausen’s hook on. reliquaries‘v

In 1971 a large book, constituting volume IX of the Vienna
Research Series, was published jointly by the Byzantinistic Comms-
sion of the Austrian Academy of Sclences and the Byzantme Re-
Helmut Buschhausen, and was originally planned as a two-volume
work covering «Late Roman metal serinia» and «Early Cliristian
Reliquaries»®. The pubhshed volume consists of the first part, and
presents the reader with the catalogue section. In 1969, a few years
before the publication of this work, we ourselves published a short
article in the Annual of the Archaeological Museums of Ista;nbul,
in which we drew up a catalogue of the reliquaries in the form of
sarcophagi which we had encountered in the Istanbul Archaeologl-
cal Museums and in various museums in Anatoha, and’ attempted
an evaluation of these. This whole subject is now treated in the

fullest possible way in Buschhausen’s book. In the first part “of

this article we shall give a short descnptlon and analys1s of his
book, while in the second part we shall turn to some new., rehquanes
from Anatolia not included in our article of 1969. )

" The first volume of H. Buschhausen’s “work gathers together a
number of scattered examples of scrmla and. rehquames The se-

3 H. Buschhausen, Die Spaetriomischen Metallscrinia und ‘Fﬁéhohri{s'tlz‘che
Reliquiare, I. Teil: Katalog (Wiener Byzantinischér- Studien, 1x) Vienna,: 1971,
334 pages and 144199 plates. Our first: article on the same subject;: was
published in 1969 at «Istanbul Arkeoloji Miizeleri ¥Yilhgw» (look -footnote.2):
In connection with H. Buchhausen’s book we have prepared this second article
during 1973 and has given it to Istanbul Archaeolog1ca1 Museums dn'ectorate
But it hasn't been published for 5 years so-we have decided to- take’ it" back
and publish it in «Sanat Tarihi Yiligs.
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cond volume will treat of various problems connected with. these.
As Prof. Dr. Otto Demus, the well-known ‘Austrian expert on Byzan-
tine art, points out in his short introduction, the fact that most.of
the pagan scrinia .and all the Christian scrinia- belong to the 4th
century lends them an undeniable importance from the point . of
view of Christian iconography. The writer has attempted to compile
a very comprehensive corpus by adding Christian reliquaries to these
pagan and Christian scrinia.

Scrinium is a Latin term used in the Roman perlod to refer
to a box for holding letters, papers or small objects such as women’s
toilet requisites. This type of box was later used in churches for
the preservation of religious writings, thus takmg on a rehg'lous
character. Reliquaries, on the other hand, were used exclusively for
the sacred relics of a saint. These boxes usually contained the bones
of the saint and were known as hpsanotheques, from the Greek term
léipsana meaning reliquary. In the terminology used in modern art
history this type of object is referred to as a rehquary, the term
lipsanotheque being confined to a certam type of receptacle The
famous Brescia casket, for example is referred to as a hpsano-
theque.

After a short ‘introduction defmmg ‘the area covered by the
subject (p. 9-18) H. B. divides the catalogue sect1on into’ three
parts. The first part deals with metal scrinia of ‘the Late Romahn
and Early Christian period (p. 21- 172), the second with flgured
reliquaries of the Early Chr1st1an period (p. 173- 260), ‘and the third
with ornamented or plain reliquaries of the Early Christian ‘period
(p. 261-326). At the end of the hook, in addition to the 14 plates
containing 70 line drawings, there are 199 plates, of which’ 104 refer
to group A, 65 to group B and 30 to group C, contalmng a total
of 709 photographs. The plates illistrate all the examples ‘nentioned
in the text, but unfortunately a number of them are too small and
-rather indistinct. o . :

, Scrinia are normally made of Wood with small bronze plates
nailed -on to the sides. H. B. confines himself to the:4th-6th cen-
turies, and concentrates mainly on groups ‘A and B. The author
himself admits that group C is incomplete, and this is ‘confirmed By
the existence of the new examples we append to .this’ artlcle H.B.,
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however, promises a fuller treatment of group C in the second volu-
me of his book.

" Another point touched upon by H.B. is the link between the
serinia’ of the Late Roman period and some reliquaries of the Early
Christian period. According to the author the reliquary composed
of -thin silver plates found in the village of Cirga near Mut in
Southern Anatolia in 1957 and now preserved in the Adana Museum,
and a second reliquary found at Yablkovo near Haskdy (Haskovo)
in Southern. Bulgaria in 1962, can be accepted, on the basis of coin
iconography,. as the oldest specimens, and can be dated to the 4th
century. As a.matter of fact, these small objects, which would
appear to be from the same local workshop and are very probably
from ‘Central or Southern Anatolia, are Christianised examples of
an art of jewellery with embossed figures in repoussé: technique,
dating back not only as far as the Roman period but far beyond
it. Figured compositions in this technique on fine gold or silver plat-
es are well-known products of the Urartu civilisation in Eastern
Anatolia. : : ~ .

- H.B. devotes several pages of h1s short 1ntroduct1on to the
parts of the church in which these reliquaries were found, a very
important point for anyone engaged in Christian archaeology. The:
author gives a brief description of the various types of reliquary-
niches. In the Byzantine world these are almost always found ‘in
the bema under the altar, sometimes in quite a large cell (Studi‘o's,l

. Khalkoprateia), sometimes in a very small niche or cavity. A small

niche of this kind was found in the remains of a large church with
quite richly: decorated paving in the vﬂlage of Kurt. on'the Izm1t
road in the vicinity of Istanbul.

In the small monographs on the objects he treats in greater
detail in sections A, B and C of his catalogue, H.B. covers the
following points : . .

* 1. Where the object is now preserved;
2. where and when it was found; 4

3. distinctive features of its fmdlng place ‘and under what

conditions it was d1scovered

4. other remains unearthed together with the obJect in ques-
tion;
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5. publications concerning . the objet:. After these references
he gives a complete and detailed description of the object, together
with a depiction of the decoration and figures as well as copies and
transeriptions of any writings upon it. The most important subjects
treated here are the decoration and figures on the objects, and the
analysis of the iconography of the large compositions. The exten-
sive field covered by this book and the number of examples intro-
duced make a comprehensive analysis quite impossible here. I should
merely like to point out that the relief decoration on fine (usually
silver) plates is reminiscent of the lead sarcophagi, another type
of funeral object, of which there is a very rich collection in the
Istanbul Archaeological Museums?. :

'H. Buschhausen’s book on Late Roman metal scrinia and Edrly

Christian reliquaries is the first to offer a comprehensive survey

of .this wide field, and together specimens that are scattered
over various parts of the world. On' the other hand there are
a number of boxes and reliquaries of the 4th-6th centuries that
have not been included in this volume. The new specimens published

in ‘this paper show that others may well be discovered. Yet although

H. B. has seen the previous article mentioned above he has omitted
to iention the Kostendil reliquary we had the opportunity of
examining in 1966, and which, although we were unable to take any
photographs, we mentioned in a short note. Has he left it to the
second -volume? In that case it would be interesting -to know the
reason. H. B.’s book is, however, -an excellent catalogue which will
be of the greatest assistance to art historians and to workers in
museums. This hand-book will undoubtedly facilitate the identifica-
tion and evaluation of a large number of finds acquired by the

4 TIn the article referred to above we discussed the Sophia,- Vafna. ‘and

Kostendil reliquaries (see p. 111-112 and p. 142), and mentioned that during
our visit to these museums in 1966 we had not been allowed to take photographs
of these objects. We were rather "surprise'd that H.B. makes no reference
whatever to our-article while giving extensive references from other works.

5 Arif Mifid Mansel, Istanbul Miizesindeki Kursun Ldhitler Kolleksiyonu,
«Tiirk Arkeologya ve Etnodrafya Dergisiv, 2 (1934), p. 194-218 309-310; An-
tikenmuseum zu Istanbul. Eatalog der Bleisarkophage, «Archaeologzschen An-
zeiger» (1932), col. 387-446.

87

mﬁseﬁms,“ and, in short, will form an indispensable item in every
museum’s library.

1

Some new reliquaries from Anatolia

~Inour first article there were 20 reliquary samples, some of
them were complate some were only chests or lids. In this second
article we are introducing 10 more reliquaries which we met in later
days and addmg to this lists, Just in case, 2 more artworks
eventhough We doubt that they are rehquary

oot "Reliquary chest in ‘the Silifke'Museum_ (fig. 1) :

This consists of chest Inv. No. 137. Probably a reliquary. It is
20 cm. long, 13 cm. wide and 10 cm. high. The depth ranges from
6 cm. on one side to 7.2 em. on the other. The base is thus in the
form of two steps. As the lid is missing it is impossible to 1dent1fy
the type but the dlmensmns suggest that it isa rehquary

' 22. Reliquary in Silifke Museum (fig. 3, 4) :

Rﬁﬁdﬁary Inv. No. 3155 consists ‘of two boxes Aone‘inside fhe

6 I should like to thank all those connected with the Directorate of the
Ista_nbul Archaeologlcal Museums, and Mr Necati Dolunay, Dr. Nezih F1rath
and Dr. NU§111 Asgarl, Tokat Museum Director Birsel- Ozcan, Adana Museum.
ex. director Dr. O. Aytug Tagyiirek and Silifke Museum ex. director Mehmet
Belen .and-the actual director Orhan Giirman in’ particular for their unfailing
help and assistance. .

_ 7 In Silifke Museum there is another religuary in the form. of a church
but made of stone. Although this small object, which enters into the category
of rehquanes in the shape of a- church as far as form is concerned but differs
from the others in material, is of considerable interest, it lies outside the
scope of the present enquiry and has not been dwelt on here. Stone reliquaries
in f:}}e form of churches were very commonly made in Caucasia in the 7th-18th
centuries. See; P. Cuneo, Les modéles en pierre de Varchitecture arméniénne,
«Revue des Ftudes Arméniennes», N.S. VI, (1969), p. 233-281, pl. LXXVIIT -
CXVI]I cp E. Schutz Orzentalzstzsche theraturzeztung No. 9 10 (1974), col
525, . . . . .
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other, and was acquired in 1975 from inhabitants of galtl-Bozku:
village.

a — This reliquary is complete with lid, and is in the form of a
small sarcophagus made from soft stone. The chest of the reliquary
is irregular in form, its length ranging from 15.7 to 15.5 cm. The
height on the exterior is 6.5 cm. The inside of the chest is 8.3 cm.
wide and only 3 cm. deep, with a clamp 1. 5 cm. deep holding the
lid. The lid covering the chest is 6.3 em. high in the centre and
widens out towards the top. Only one of the acroteria is broken.
The pediment of the lid has a cross 3 cm. high and 2.5 cm. wide.
There is a hole 1.5 cm. in diameter exactly in the centre of the lid.
The receptacle is of rather poor workmanship, but the name car-
ved in rather crude lettering on the lid shows quite clearly that
this was a reliquary : '

OArloC
ZAXAPIAC

It would. thus appear to have been the reliquary of a Saint

Zacharias. There are ten or eleven saints of this name in the Ortho-
dox Church, from the father of John the Baptist to one of the
Prophets of the Old Testament.

b — This reliquary was found to contam a second, smaller re-
ceptacle, the base of which had completely eroded away. The lid
measures 7.5x5.5 cm. A distinctive feature of this lead box was

the presence of four small projections resembhng acroteria at each

of the four corners, lending the small box the appearance of a
sa.rcophagus R : -
- This reliquary in Silifke Museum is of a specnal mlportance as
an example of the type of box containing two receptacles one within
the other. When the (}u'ga reliquary was first found it had an

-~outside container of stone, but this has been lost and only the

inner,. silver box has been. preserved.
© 23. A piece of a reliquary chest in the Silifke Museum (fig.' 2) r

This is a part of a chest of a marble reliqué.ry. The bottom of
it and one long and one short arms are preserved, the other parts
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are missing. Length 42 cm. width 17 cm, and height 18 cm., the
depth of the inside is 10 cm. There is no sign or design on the
existing pieces. Only a moulure is seen framing the outer faces.

24. The Reliquary in the Adana Museum (fig. 5-6) :

This small object has an inventory number 1852. It is made
of a buff colored stone consisting a chest and a lid. The chest is
measuring 12x9 cm. from the inside, the thickness of the Side
is 6 cm. the depth of the inside is 10 cm. The length of the
reliquary from the outer face is 25 cm. its width 22 em. and height
19 cm. The height of the lid at the centre is 17 em. This small
object which we believe that it is a reliquary., is in the shape
of a sarcophagus with a lid consisting acroteria at the corners,
shown very slightly. There is no sign or inscription on it. We had
seen this object in the old Adana Museum in 1962 but we couldn’t
find it in the new Adana Museum when we looked for it.

25. Reliquary chest in Adana Museum (fig. 7-8) :

This stands on a column capital in the garden of the New Adana
Museum. It is registered under Inv. No. 6-59, 973. The reliquary is
44 cm. long, 27 cm. wide and 31 cm. high. No information could be
obtained regarding its finding place. This reliquary chest is carved
from fine quality marble, and is surrounded by thick mouldings
with horizontal lines above and below. On each face there is wreath
containing a cross, with ribbons curling in both directions under
each wreath. This Adana reliquary is the most outstanding of all
these small objects from the artistic point of view. Although it
closely resembles the reliquary found between Merzifon and Corum
which we discussed in our first article (see no. 9), it is much more
classical in expression. The relief cross set within a wreath which
decorates each face is a very common.motif of the Harly Christian
period, and the reliquary constitutes a small. rephca of a common
type of large sarcophagus. v
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26. Reliquary in a private collection in France (figr 9-12)::: -

‘This small object was, as far as we know, discovered in Ana-
tolia and acquired by a private collection in France. We have not
been able to obtain' any definite information as to its provenance,
and as we have not seen the object itself we can give only a short
description based on a few pictures. Although one side of the lid is
broken and missing there is no doubt concerning " the form. The
base and one wide face are also missing. The sides have béen. res-
tored by joining the fragments. As the base is missing” the dépth
cannot be measured. The length is 25.5 cm., the height:10.5 cm.,
and the height of the lid as much as 85 cm. It is made from good
quality marble. The large number of relief crosses. carved on it leaves
no doubt that it was a reliquary. The chest differs from those which
we have already seen in.being narrow at the base and widening -out
in- a convex curve towards the top. On the sides of the chest, each
face is surrounded by a thin relief strip, while .the centre of.the face
of the chest is occupied by a Maltese cross in a circular frame,
with a Latin ‘cross in relief on each side of it. The four holes in
the lid show that the chest and the lid of this reliquary were ori-
ginally joined together. On the corners of the lid ‘there are rather
squat acroteria, projecting slightly outwards from the. ¢hest .and
sloping towards the rear.  Thus this reliquary belongs. to .the ca-
tegory of réceptacles in the form of sarcophagus. There are also two
Latin crosses carved in relief on the lid. ST e

- 27. Chest of a reliquary in the Istanbul Archaeological Museum
(fig. 13) : : i : R Ly

- Inv. No. 6255. This was found in the Koeca Mustafa Pasa district
of Istanbul and acquired by the Museum on 20 October 1969. It is
made from good quality white marble. ‘Only the chest has been pre-
served, and one corner. is missing. This missing corner has been res-
tored with plaster, and a crack on the wider side has been similarly
repaired. The groove surrounding three sides of the upper: edge
shows that this reliquary, like others of its kind, had been provided
with a lid with a sliding bar. The chest is 28.8 cm. long, 21.5.cm.
wide and 13.6 cm. high. The actual depth of the chest is 10 cm.,
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with a groove for the sliding bar 1 cm. in depth agd 1.2’cm.’1g
width. The exterior is quite devoid of Christian symbols, or of»an’y
decoration apart from the mouldings running the length: of “the
upper and lower edges. From this point, of view 1Ehe Koc-a Mus‘,tafa
Pasa reliquary closely resembles the Ayasofya reliquary in Izmk |

28. Lid of a reliquary in the Istanbul Archaeological Museum
(fig. 14-16) :

This reliquary lid was purchased from an antique dealer named
Mehmed Miizeci, and acquired by the Museum on 25 .February 1965.
It is registered under Inv. No. 5749. The lid is of white max:ble, and
the presence of actroteria indicates that it belongs to a typ;qal qf.a,
reliquary in the form of a small sarcophagus.’ The hole 1.4 cm. in
diameter surrounded by a ring in the centre of the top leaves no
déubt Whé.tever that this was the case. Moreover, there are two me:
tal clamps in the centre of the narrow sides, sho.vv‘:'lng‘fc_hat the. r.e_ly
guary could be locked. As usual, the lid is provided Wlth a kshdm.g,
bar. Its length is 14.1 cm., its width 10.2 cm. on thc? lower _edge 'and
9.5 cm. on the upper edge at the level of the acrqtena, and its helght,
in the centre 5.2 cm. There is a small acroterium at each qf the four
corners. One of these is completely broken off, another rhalf broken,
while in the other two only the pointed ends are missing.

" 29, In the Istanbul Archaeological Museum (fig. 17) :

This reliquary was presented to the Museum".by  the Istanbul
antique dealer Farac Uziilmez and registered under Inv. No. 73-66.
on 21 June 1973. This reliquary is carved from dale; grey stone, and.
does not entirely belong to the group of .reliquaries in,,fv;he. for'm of a
sarcophagus. Its length is 49 cm., the width 30.7 cm., the I}elght of
the chest 21 em. and the depth inside 13 em. Its height attains to 16
cm. with no groove on the inside. The lid"rests.o;n dentitions on '%heA
upper edge of the chest, and is without a slidmg_bar. TI‘:l__(_?‘.HQu?S.lde‘
is in the form of a gabled roof with four sloping sides 2:7 cm. wide.
This strip is interrupted by a flat round surface 9.;5 cm. in diameter.
This was probably made so that visitors to the reliquary coul? press
their lips or fingers against it.. As the inside of the chest is only
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slightly hollowed out, and the loower surface of the lid -has been
left solid, this reliquary is comparatively heavy. As for type, it
closely resembles the reliquary of unknown provenance now: in: the
Istanbul Archaeological Museum which we described in our previous:

article (cp. No. 14, pl. 14). It would thus appear that a type of reliz
quary with the lid in the form of a sloping house roof emsted in
Anatolia.

30. In the Istanbul Archaeological Museum (fig. 18-20) :

This reliquary, of unknown provenance, was purchased by the
Museum on 28 March 1975 and registered under Inv. No. 75-60.
Although it does not belong to the category of reliquaries in the
form of a small sarcophagus, which forms the real subject of this pa—
per, there can be no doubt that it was made to house a holy relic.
The chest and lid are of different types of stone, and are of very
coarse workmanship. The lid rests on the chest without any shdmg
bar. It measures 18.3 x 15.5 cm., and has a thickness of 3.2 em. Of
this thickness 1 cm. belongs to the dentations made to receive the

lid. The lid itself is of a grey stone resembhng granite and has tra-

ces of chipping on the inside. The lid is slightly broken at the cor-
ners, and has th’reev hollows 1 em. deep, one square and two round.
These must have been the sockets for the metal clamps used to fas-
ten the lid to the chest. The chest is of a lighter stone (andesite?),
and is of very coarse workmanship. It is 18.1 e¢m. long, 15.2 cm.
wide and 11 em. high. The inside is 6.5 em. deep The inner cavity
is thus remarkably shallow, while the thickness of the side of the
chest (3.2 cm.) is very great for a box of this size. On one of the
long sides there is one, and on the other two rectangular hollows
measuring 4 x 2.7 cm., with a depth of 1.9 cm. As these coincide
with the three sockets on the top of the lid this would seem to
méhcate that the lid was fastened to the chest by means of two.

hinges in the form of a semi-circular ring on the one snie and a
metal clamp on the other There are no Chrlstlan symbols on thlS
stone box.

31. A Reliquary in the Tokat Museum (fig. 21) :

_There are two intact reliquary in the Tokat Museum: The first.
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oneis found in the Village of Kozlu in the district of ‘Erbaa (old
Herek) and recorded in the museum with the inventory number
585/1 and .the date .of 2. February 1964. The chest of this stone
reliqguary measures 36.1 cm. in length and 23.5 cm. in width and
14 cm. in height. On the upper part of the chest there is a sochle for
the lid. The 1id with acroteria on the corners and in the shape of a
gabled roof is 12.5 cm. tall. This small object showing interior
craftsmanship, has crosses on ‘its lid and chest which prove that it
is a reliquary. On the narrow side of the chest, there is a Latin cross
in relief. On the frontal of the lid ‘there is another ecross made Dby
growing. So this reliquary shows that the tradition of Antique
sarcophagus is still continue in very simplified made. -

32. Reliquary in Tokat Museum (fig. 22) :

The second rehquary in the Tokat Museum is agam brought
from the town of Erbaa and acquriet by the museum in 9 January
1974 and recorded with the inventory number 74-34-74. This reli-
quary showing rude work, is intact, with its chest and lid. The
small nees of its size, leaves no doubt that it is a rehquary The
chest measures 8.5.x 8 cm. and 6 cm. in helght The chest is wor-
ked irregulary and lid the covering it, is a little bit blgger and
measures 9 x 8.6 cm. The height of the lid is 4 ¢m. The four acro-
teria. on the four corners of the lid are quite big according to the
proportion of its dimensions. This simple and rude small object is
a miniature copy of a sarcophagus.

Two doubtiul chest
33. In the Istanbul Archaeological Museum (fig 23) :

This chest was found during roadworks between Aksaray and
Capa in Istanbul, and handed over to the Museum by. E. Mamboury
(1878-1953) on 14 August 1924. It was registered under Inv. No.
4014. This object was mentioned some time ago by Prof. Dr. Arif
Miifid Mansel in a short note to one of his articles®. The chest is

8 A. Miifid Mansel, Erwerbungsbericht des Antikenmuseums zu Istanbul
seit 1914, «Archaeologischer Anzeigers (1931) col. 175, fig. 3.
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carved from pink breccia, and although the missing lid must have
been fastened by means of a metal bar the whole is much too large
for a. reliquary. Tt is 89.3 c¢m. long, 60 cm. wide and 29.3 cm. high,
with an inside depth of up fo 22 cm. All four faces have upper and
lower mouldings, and in the middle of each side there is a Latin
cross 11.5 cm. high and 10.2 cm. across. The very large dimensions
make it most unlikely that this was a reliquary, a view that is

confirmed by the fact that this small sarcophagus was found in a
- part of the city occupied by a necropolis in the Late Antique and
Early Christian periods. We have included it here with reservations.

34. A chest in the Izmit Museum (fig. 24) :

The dimensions of this chest is too large for a reliquary we
added it to our list with precauition. It is brought to museum from
the village Akcabay town of Gerede. It is recorded to the museum
with a date 18 september 1973 and inventory number 825. The outer
dimensions of this chest are 86 x64 em. and 50 cm. and its inner
dimensions are 69 x46 x 36 cm. The three faces of this chest are
bare, and on only one face there are three rozettes and a Maltese
eross in the middle rozette Whlch is a little larger than the others
26 7. 1978 :

SILIFKE MUZESINDE KILISE BIQIMINDE
ROLIK MAHFAZASI L

Miinevver KESOGLU

Kursumuzun Slhfke ve gevresinde 1972 yﬂmdanben yapﬂmak-v

ta olan aragtlrma ve incelemeleri suasmda, sehrin miizesinde bulu-
nan eserler iizerinde de caligilmistir. Bunlar arasinda, simdi miize-
nin 6n bahgesmde duran tagtan yontulmus bir rélik mahfazasm
deg1§1k bir eser oldugu icin ilgi cekici bulduk. Bu yaz1m1zla Ana-
dolu’da pek benzerl gorulmeyen ‘bu kuguk eseri tam‘cmak 1st1yoruz

I
" Eserin tarifi

. silifke miizesine 14.45 envanter iiumai'as1yla kayithh olan kili-

se biciminde rélik mahfazasi, bir yunan hagi planh yapmmn disa akse-
den biitiin ozelliklerini gbstermektedir'. Miizeye, Aya Thekla yaki-
nindaki simdi ad1 Ulug6z olan Muhacir Ciftligi kSyiinden getirildigi
kayltlardan anlagﬂmaktadn' Ancak mahfazanm koyde icinde bulun-
dugu kilise hakkinda bir bilgi -edinilememistir. Fakat burasmm
1923’e kadar bir hiristiyan koyii oldugu bilindigine gore, bu.tas ro-

* 1 - Cahgmalarimiz ‘sirasmnda bize yardimci olan miize miidiirii saym Or-
han Giirman ve diger miize ilgililerine, Rolikerin cizimlerini yapan arkadagim
kiirsiimiiz asistani Mim. I. Birol Alpay'a ve bize Fransa’dan P. Cuneo’nun
makalesinin fotokopisini génderen Bayan Iréne- Beldlceanu Stemherre tesek-
kiirli bir borc bilirim. e






