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The Second Constitutional Monarchy period (1908-1918), which began with the
re-proclamation of the Constitution on 23 July 1908, after 29 years of suspension, was
a period in which political life and intellectual movements were very lively in the
Ottoman Empire. As this period saw the emergence of a relatively more liberal
environment compared to the period of Abdulhamid II, when political thought was
suppressed, intellectuals who had previously left the country for various reasons and
pressures returned, bringing with them the ideas and thoughts they had learnt in the
West. In addition to these, the Balkan wars and the subsequent migrations back to the
country allowed many ideas to emerge, develop and be discussed in public area (Sahin
and Tokdemir, 2011: 852). So much so that Bernard Lewis (1998: 230) stated that the
most important and interesting aspect of this period was the vitality of intellectual and
cultural life.

Various intellectual movements and paradigms that began to emerge during the
Tanzimat years produced their most productive cultural and scientific output in this
period (Giindiiz, 2007: 17-23). In addition to the experience of parliamentary
democracy, this short period of ten years, during which important events such as two
great wars, Balkan Wars and World War I, and the disintegration of the empire took
place (Y1ldiz, 2021:43), is summarised by Berkes (2008:377) as "all the problems to
be solved in the modernisation crisis that started in the 1700s were compressed into
this decade between 1908 and 1918". As a matter of fact, in this period, ideas and
initiatives towards the salvation of the state, especially by the intellectuals of the
period, began to gain more importance in the effort to save the empire, whose
disintegration and collapse process was accelerating (Tamir and Aytag, 2022:6).

Within the dynamic political life brought about by these developments,
educational problems took an important place; strategy problems related to education
and educational philosophies were among the most discussed issues ($ahin and
Tokdemir, 2011: 852). In this period, when the most publications on education were
published in the history of Turkey, the most attention was paid to educational
problems and experiences were gained, the efforts to form public opinion accelerated
with the development of the press and the activities of associations increased rapidly
(Ergiin, 1996: 40). Many associations/societies were established, and all kinds of ideas
and thoughts were discussed and shared with the society through newspapers and
journals.

Yildiz (2021: 29) states that these developments and revivals in social and
political life as well as in education also affected the study of public education, and
that the idea of 'public education', which today means the education of segments of
society outside the school age, emerged at the beginning of the 20th century, and that
although the discourse of public education was evident in Tanzimat, the discourse
here was not about 'public education' but about the education of the whole 'public and
he expresses these by saying'":

"It will be necessary to wait for the Second Constitutional Monarchy period for
the concept of 'public education’ to acquire its current content. In the practices
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carried out until this period, 'public education' was not seen as an umbrella
concept in the sense of out-of-school education. As a matter of fact, it was only
after the Second Constitutional Monarchy that public education was recognised
as a conscious activity and an independent field. The concept predominantly

rnm

used was 'public decency'.

In this period, as a result of the rapid organisation of the Committee of Union
and Progress throughout the country and the spread of various social and political
organisations, associations, societies, newspapers and magazines, modern public
education practices such as education for women, literacy studies, apprenticeship
training, rural/agricultural training became widespread (Ergiin, 1996). The idea of
'populism’, which the intellectuals of the Constitutional Monarchy II saw as the
solution to the salvation of the state, also determined the direction of public education
practices (Yildiz, 2021:46). Indeed, the Turkist intellectuals of the period, who
gathered around the Tiirk Yurdu Society founded in 1911 and the Tiirk Yurdu Journal,
acted with the concern and responsibility they felt in the face of the political, economic
and social situation the country was in, and tended to turn towards the people and go
towards the people (Tamir and Aytag, 2022:7). Toprak (2013:163) states that Ottoman
populism was fed by two sources: One of these is the Russian Narodnik movement,
which was shaped around the idea of 'towards the people' and its extension in the
Balkans, populism and peasantism; the other is French solidarism, which is the
product of a political formation process in solidarity and harmony within society.
Russian Narodnik ideas reached the Ottoman intelligentsia through Turks fleeing
from the Russian Tsarism and the revolutionary intellectuals in the Balkans, and
mostly found a place in the Committee of Union and Progress; similarly, populist and
socialist movements in the Balkans reached Turkish intellectuals (Berkes, 2002).
However, although the aim of Russian intellectuals is to move from a feudal society
to a socialist society by appealing to the villagers and resorting to violence, without
ever being affected by capitalism, the aim of the populism in the thought of Turkish
intellectuals is to ensure the participation of Turks in this system and the liberation of
the people through ways like education, propaganda, etc. in Turkey (Georgeon, 2020).

Although not as much as Russian Narodism and French solidarism, many
intellectuals who went to Europe, especially France, in this period also contributed to
the development of populism in the Ottoman Empire, because these intellectuals met
with politicians and thinkers in their places, exchanged information, and influenced
the nationalism and movements of that period. They both had the opportunity to
examine nationalization movements and were influenced by them (Yildirim, 1998).
Turkish intellectuals, such as Yusuf Akgura, Ziya Gokalp, Ahmet Agayef, Tevfik
Nureddin, Celal Sahir, Hiiseyinzade Ali, Hamdullah Suphi, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, Ali
Canip, Ali Ulvi, Galip Bahtiyar, Kazim Nami, Kopriiliizade Mehmed Fuad, Mehmet
Emin, Mehmet Ali Tevfik, Mehduh Sevket , who were influenced both by the Russian
Narodniks and thus the movement towards the people and the nationalism movements
developing in the West, turned towards the concept of populism in their quest to
protect the last remaining lands of the Ottoman Empire as a result of the defeats in the
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Balkan Wars and the activities of Bulgarians, Serbs, Greeks, etc. to establish their own
states. What this orientation aimed to achieve with the slogan 'towards the people' was
to educate the villagers, transform the countryside and villages, spread national
consciousness, that is, save the Anatolian people from ignorance through education
and awaken them to national consciousness (Odabasi, 2015). For these purposes,
many newspapers and journals were published, associations organised public
education activities, and the organisations under the name of "villager branch" of the
Committee of Union and Progress clubs established all over the country carried out
activities in this direction (Y1ldiz, 2021).

"Halka Dogru" journal, which was published by the Turk Yurdu Society in order
to reach the people, especially the Anatolian peasants, and to spread the idea of
populism, is one of the most important publications of populism in the period of the
Second Constitutional Monarchy. The available studies on Halka Dogru have been
conducted in the fields of history, literature and economics. In these studies, Giirsoy
(1999) analysed the journal in terms of form and content; Ozden (2011) examined the
economic dimension of the journal; similarly, Ocak (2002) examined the place of the
journal in Turkish economic thought; Giidek (2007) studied the index, analysis and
selected texts of the journal. Apart from these, Yigitbas and Ozdemir (2012) analysed
the poems of the journal, Ozpay (2016) examined the social life of the period
presented in the journal. As can be seen from the available studies, there are no studies
that deal with the 'Halka Dogru' journal and its contents in terms of education and
public education. However, the aim of the 'Halka Dogru' journal was to awaken the
people and save them from ignorance through public education, to transform the
countryside and villages, and to build a national consciousness in Anatolia (Odabast,
2015). Almost all the articles in “Halka Dogru” were written with a populist approach
and aimed, directly or indirectly, at awakening and raising the consciousness of the
people, educating them to build a healthy nation, giving them a sense of Turkishness,
and providing them with information to enable them to live in better and modern
conditions. From this point of view, “Halka Dogru” is itself an instrument of public
education. Therefore, it becomes vital to analyse it in terms of public education. Tekeli
(1985: 473) states that when some of the ideas defended and discussed during the
Second Constitutional Monarchy period (Village Institutes, the alphabet issue, etc.)
and actions taken are taken into consideration, this period can be seen as a preparatory
stage in which the ideas related to the educational breakthrough in the Republican
period were tested.

Accordingly the articles on education in “Halka Dogru” journal, one of the
important publications of the Second Constitutional Monarchy period, are important
in terms of understanding the perspective of the intellectuals of the period on
education and the legacy they left to the Republic. In this context, the aim of this study
is to analyze the content of the articles in the “Halka Dogru” Journal on public
education.
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"Halka Dogru" Journal

"Halka Dogru" journal began publication on 24 April 1913 under the direction
of Cemal Tahir Erozan and published a total of 52 weekly issues. The last issue was
published on 20 April 1914. The editorial staff of Halka Dogru consisted of important
intellectuals and writers of the time. These writers and intellectuals were either
members of the Committee of Union and Progress (CUP) or those who ar close to it.
In this respect, Halka Dogru can be considered as one of the publications supported
by the CUP. In this respect, Halka Dogru can be considered as one of the publications
supported by the CUP. It can be said that the journal tried to raise public awareness
about the policies of the CUP, to spread these policies to the public and to win over
the ordinary people (Odabasi, 2011)

The authorship cadre of the "Halka Dogru" Journal also reveals that we are faced
with one of the most qualified periodicals of the period, Yusuf Ak¢ura, Hiiseyinzade
Ali Bey and Samet Agaoglu, were the leading representatives of the narodnik ideas
mentioned earlier, were among its main authors. Ziya Gokalp, who came to Istanbul
after the closure of his journals as a result of the loss of Thessaloniki in the Balkan
War and who used the word "populism" for the first time during the Second
Constitutional Monarchy period, is also among the important authors. In addition to
Gokalp, Omer Seyfettin, Ali Canip Ydntem, Aka Giindiiz, Kazim Nami (Duru),
Mehmet Ali Tevfik (Yiikselen) from the “Geng¢ Kalemler” (Young Pens) team, which
was closed down in Thessaloniki, were also among the writers of "Halka Dogru"
Journal. Halide Edip (Adivar), Mehmet Fuat (Kopriilii), Mehmet Emin (Yurdakul),
Memduh Sevket (Esendal) and Hamdullah Suphi (Tanridver) were also among the
writers of "Halka Dogru" Journal.

In the first issue of "Halka Dogru" Journal, the reason for the publication of the
journal is explained under the title "Halkin Dedikleri" (What the People Say). In the
article, eight to ten writers have a dream together. These eight or ten people who have
the dream are the intellectuals of the period. In the dream, eight to ten intellectuals
find themselves in a green plain, where they come across a weak old woman dressed
in patched clothes. The woman is collecting spike in the field with her big and young
offspring. Seeing the intellectuals, the woman comes to them and asks if they
recognise her. The intellectuals are ashamed of the woman because they do not
recognise her. The woman is the public, the nation, the people, in other words she is
Anatolia.

The old woman is not surprised that the intellectuals recognise her, since they
have not called her or asked about her for a long time, for hundreds of years. She
introduces herself as “I am the people on whom you blame all the crimes when the
time comes. [ am my people, my nation, in whose name you rule and in whose name
you appear as the representatives of your sovereignty." Her words also reveal the
disconnection between the intellectuals and the nation, and a reproach against the
intellectuals for neglecting Anatolia.
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According to the dream, the woman, that is, the nation, has given up hope on the
intellectuals because of their indifference towards her, and has made her decision, and
she asks them:

"I will educate myself, I will reform myself, I will go to progress with my own
steps. First of all, I need a language, a literature. I need religious, moral,
economic and social knowledge. I will acquire these on my own. I will discard
my old worn-out tools and use new machines. 1 will learn to plough the soil, feed
animals, manage villages, build roads, open schools. I intend to work with my
hungry, naked, malarial sons and poor daughters to do this work. Are you not
my sons too? Will you also leave your wishful thinking, your false knowledge,
your empty and useless pride and come to me and work with me?" (Sever, 2022,
p. 24).

Upon this question, the intellectuals who woke up from sleep interpreted the
dream: the woman, that is, the nation, is right. She should be helped. As a sign of this
help, they decided to publish the Journal "Halka Dogru" on weekly basis.

In the second issue of the journal, a letter signed by Bekg¢i (guard) Mustafa Baba
was sent to the "Halka Dogru" Journal, that is, to those who had the dream. In this
letter, Bek¢i Mustafa Baba wrote: "You saw the dream on time and interpreted it
correctly... It should be known that the root, the mother, the foundation of the nation
is the people. If you do not improve the people, the feelings of the people, if you do
not give the people the right feelings, this ruined country will not flourish" (Issue: 2,
p-11). In his letter, Bek¢i Mustafa Baba also gives guidance to intellectuals. He states
that those who have studied a little bit at school and madrasah separate themselves
from the people, they feel superior, they distance themselves from the people, and for
this reason the people have difficulty in understanding them. With this letter, the
intellectuals pointed out that they understood what the feelings and expectations of
the people were and that their own attitude would be to respond to these expectations.
In the first issue, the intellectuals explain their purpose of publishing the Journal
"Halka Dogru" in the form of a dream, and in the second issue, in a letter written to
them by Bek¢i Mustafa Baba, they reveal that they have taken action with the aim of
closing the distance between the intellectual class and the nation, eliminating the
disconnection, ensuring unity with the people in language and culture, and building
Anatolia. For this purpose, they included poems, stories, travelogues, history, health,
education, religion, science, economics, etc. in "Halka Dogru" Journal and expressed
their thoughts to educate the public.

Method

In the research, document analysis, a qualitative research method, was used.
Document analysis is used to meticulously and systematically analyse the content of
written documents (Wach, 2013). Document analysis is a systematic method used to
analyse and evaluate all documents, including printed and electronic materials.
Document analysis, like other methods used in qualitative research, requires the
examination and interpretation of data in order to develop empirical knowledge to
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create an understanding of the subject matter related to making sense (Corbin
&Strauss, 2008). Document analysis consists of a series of stages as in other
qualitative research methods. These stages have been handled in different ways by
different researchers. For example, O'Leary (2017) lists these stages as (1) planning
for all contingencies; (2) collecting documents, (3) reviewing the reliability of
documents and questioning their intentional and unintentional evidence, and (4)
analysing data. Forster (1994) lists these stages as the following: (1) accessing
documents, (2) checking the authenticity of documents, (3) adopting a system for
coding and categorising, (4) analysing data and (5) using data. Similarly, Merriam
(2009) states that document analysis can be done in four stages: (1) finding
appropriate documents, (2) checking the authenticity of documents, (3) creating a
systematic for coding and cataloguing, and (4) data analysis. Considering these
different stages, it is possible to say that document analysis should be carried out in
accordance with a specific plan, the documents should be suitable for the purpose, the
documents obtained should be checked and analysed with appropriate methods. This
study followed Merriam's method of finding appropriate documents, checking the
authenticity of documents from different sources, coding to form themes and
analysing data according to these themes.

Data Collection

In the research, two publications, which were reprinted in the new Turkish
alphabet of all issues of “Halka Dogru” Journal, were used as sources. The first of
these publications is the book "Halka Dogru", which was prepared in 2022 under the
editorship of Dr Mustafa Sever and published by Baris Kitap, containing 52 issues of
“Halka Dogru” Journal. The second one was prepared under the editorship of
Abdullah Giindogdu and Cagfer Giiler and was published by Tiirk Ocag1 Publications
in 2023 under the title "Halka Dogru Mecmuasi ve Halkeilik Diisiincesi". In both
books, after giving information about “Halka Dogru” Journal and the idea of populism
in the introduction part, the edited version of all issues of “Halka Dogru” Journal in
new Turkish letters is included. The journals in the two books were read
comparatively and it was seen that there were no differences in terms of content, but
there were differences in form (page structure, page number, etc.). In the book "Halka
Dogru Mecmuasi ve Halk¢ilik Diisiincesi”, the page numbers of “Halka Dogru”
Journal are also included. Although the research was carried out by analysing and
comparing both books together, the "Halka Dogru" book was taken as a basis in terms
of reference, source and issues. All references to the journal in the research findings
are from the book "Halka Dogru" prepared under the editorship of Dr Mustafa Sever.



140 Nurcan Korkmaz

Table 1

Subject and Genre Classification of the Articles in “Halka Dogru”Journal
Subject/Genre Number
Literature 125
History 15
Religion 8
Health
Education 14
Science 3
Economy 29
Essay-Thought 20
News 29
Broadcast Promotion 26
Diverse Writings 34
Picture-Visual 14
Total 323

As seen in Table 1, 309 articles (and 14 visuals) were included in "Halka Dogru"
Journal. The majority of these articles are poems, stories and other literary products.
There were 14 articles under the title of direct education. After reading and evaluating
all issues of "Halka Dogru" Journal, articles whose content and/or purpose was
directly or indirectly education were separated and analysed for the research.

Ethical Committee Approval

Since this research was not conducted on individuals, it didn’t require an ethics
committee decision.

Data Analysis

In order to analyse the articles on public education in “Halka Dogru”, all 309
articles in 52 issues were read by the researcher and first classified the articles
according to their type. There are 14 articles with direct educational content, but a
total of 40 articles on public education on topics such as agriculture, economy,
organisation, etc. were included in the study, although not directly under the title of
education. The content of the articles were coded and themes were formed, taking into
account the themes of public education both at the time of the journal's publication
and today. The themes identified from the content of the articles are as follows: (1)
awareness and organisation for social development, (2) learning to read and write and
the importance of literacy, (3) the need for schools, the opening of schools, (4)
vocational education, (5) child rearing, (6) women's education, (7) public health
education. After obtaining expert opinion on the suitability of these themes for public
education, all the articles in the 52 issues of the journal were reread and the articles
and sections relating to these themes were grouped under the themes, and the relevant
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sections of articles relating to more than one theme were grouped under the
appropriate themes.

Results
Awareness and Organisation for Social Development

The main aim of the "Halka Dogru" Journal (HDJ) is to awaken the sense of
unity, Turkishness and national consciousness in Anatolian villagers, to explain and
adopt the modern against the traditional, to organise and bring the people together
(Sever, 2022, p. 24). Raising awareness and transformation of rural areas is essential
for social development. For this reason, in addition to the many articles in the journal,
stories, tales and news, there are many mentions of coming together in various
structures such as associations, societies, unions, hearths, partnerships, solidarity
funds and the benefits of acting together and being an organised society. According
to the intellectuals gathered around HDJ, non-Muslims have remained strong and
alive both economically and socially during the current period because they are
organized in accordance with the requirements of the age. However, although Turks
have their traditions, they do not benefit from the organizational experience, they
remain passive in the face of events and situations and display lazy attitudes. For this
reason, they published stories, poems, news, and articles providing scientific and
historical evidence to encourage the people to organize, come together, unite, and
ultimately act as a nation. In this way, they aimed for the people to organize and act
together around common values, because only in this way the people will be saved
from being oppressed and will be able to receive the reward of their labor:

“How can we take revenge on the evil-doers who oppress us today, on the soup
sellers who swell their bellies by sucking us like leeches? By becoming no longer
in need of them.

We earn more or less whatever God gives us. We all separate something from
our wheat, barley and rye according to our ability. We sell it to a partnership,
and we keep the money in a mutual fund. We see that this money increases as a
family in a short time.

We don't stop there, we do collective work. We cultivate the village's empty
fields, which do not belong to anyone, in common. We sell the wood we cut from
the forest to partners in the town. If there is a swamp, we dry it and preserve it
as a common field. If we work like this, we will soon get rid of selling our oxen
to pay our taxes and taking money from the soup seller with 100 percent interest.
The evil forces can no longer trample us by relying on their money, then we will
all become Kéroglu” -HDJ. Issue: 5. Koroglu /Marashoglu,- (Sever, 2022, p.
77).

According to the authors, the biggest deficiency of the Turks is that the Turks do
not have crafts and trade and the tradesmen who deal with them; they should work to
raise this class, Turks should also engage in crafts and trade and those who work in
this field should be protected as a nation, but this is not something one person or five
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people can do. It is difficult, it requires money, it needs good manners and help. For
this reason, in their writings, the writers emphasized that this great work should be
done and dealt with in unity, by working together, just like every day in Anatolia.
Muhiddin explains in detail and guides how and with whom this work will be done,
in his articles titled "Iktisad-1 Hasbihal", published as a series:

“Here is what is called a collective work company; for example, the people of a
town, a village, a neighborhood, tradesmen who practice the same craft, and
farmers in a place bring together their goods, money, and land to work together
to trade in any commodity or business. they call companies.

In fact, these companies do not only deal with trade but also do much more
beneficial and beneficial things. For this reason, there are two types of these
companies.:

To open factories to produce things such as soap, fabric, blankets, cloth,
undershirts, socks, etc.;

To build farmer's funds that will save and protect farmers and villagers from the
hands of fraudsters by lending money easily and cheaply whenever they want;

Buying farm equipment, putting the crops together and selling them wholesale
and not leaving the farmers to be deceived by brokers;

There are groceries, bakers, shoemakers, pharmacists... There are collective
work companies that strive to open shops to sell our food, drink and clothing,
each bearing a different name.

All of these companies have many benefits. We need to do these things without
stopping to revive our art and trade and advance our agriculture.

..We all give half a lira each to establish a “consumption cooperation
company”. We single out those among us who are literate and knowledgeable.
They open a grocery store; They put a salaried person in it who knows how to
keep notebooks and write accounts; they always keep it under surveillance,
everyone in the neighborhood and village shop from that store. -HDJ. Issue: 9.
Iktisadi Hasbihal-3/Imece Sirketleri, Muhiddin- (Sever, 2022, p. 118-119).

As can be seen in these excerpts, the public is informed about the benefits of
living together, establishing commercial partnerships and companies, acting together
and producing together, and the public is educated through the journal. The author
guides the people on how they can act together, how they can organise imece
companies, art and commerce, what are the steps they should take in doing so, and
who they can work with. According to Muhiddin, the main problems of those who
produce or work are poverty, lack of savings, not knowing the technology and
therefore not benefiting from it sufficiently, and being unorganised. If production
cooperatives were established in agriculture and hearths were established in cities
according to professions, the peasant would sell the products he produces at their
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value, and buy the agricultural tools, animals, seeds and fertilisers he needs without
any problems and at a more affordable price with the help of the cooperative to which
he belongs.

Similarly, it was stated that the tradesmen would not have any difficulty in
buying machines, tools, materials and selling their products and services with the
power of the professional ‘Ocak’, which is a kind of economic organization. With
these ideas in mind, in some articles in HDJ, there is a special effort to organise in the
form of ‘Ocak’, to develop relations with peasants and tradesmen, and to establish
cooperatives. Indeed, as can be seen in the excerpts below, there are articles that
emphasise the benefits and necessity of unity and organisation. In the article titled
‘Diigiince Yarist” (The Race of Thought), in which the characteristics of Ocak and
Ocakism are discussed, tradition, traditional values, unity and cooperation are pointed
out:

“According to them, it is harmful for tradesmen who are engaged in an art-
profession to create competition among themselves and further inflame it, or to
turn a blind eye to the injustices suffered by some of their friends and comrades.
This competition and failure to protect each other's rights harms some of them
today, others tomorrow, and finally all of them in turn. There is a famous
proverb: One day is for me, tomorrow is for you. The tradesman who is young
and vigorous today and thus earns more money than his friends will not remain
that way tomorrow. Then he will be treated as he treated others yesterday. They
say people are always weak alone. As they unite and add their forces, their
power increases. Especially those like us who are faced with the difficult
competition of those who are ahead of us in every field, we should not seek good
in any way other than thinking like the furnaces” -HD. Issue: 33- (Sever, 2022,
p. 377).

Yusuf Akgura similarly stated that Small Debt Societies should be established
among small tradesmen, farmers and labourers. In order to better understand the Small
Debt Societies and their benefits, and in order to set an example for others, Akgura
also gives information about the society established in [zmir:

"Our villagers are poor, none of them can buy new agricultural implements with
their own money. Because ploughs, harrows, especially threshing machines and
fire engines to turn them are very expensive. But as they say, a drop of water
becomes a lake. If the inhabitants of a village come together, collect money and
form a Society for the Purchase of New Agricultural Equipment, it may be
possible to buy at least a few new farm implements with that money, and then
use them on a rotational basis. The collected money of a village may not be
enough to buy very expensive farm implements, but if the New Farm Implements
Purchasing Society of several villages comes together and works in alliance,
agricultural implements that will grow in size, such as machine threshing and
moulding tools, can be bought for a few nearby villages, and these can be walked
and used from village to village, just like breeding stallions and bulls.
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One of the Societies for the Direct Sale of Crops or Products is about to be
organised in Izmir. Recently, the newspapers were writing that the figs of Izmir
had always been sold to foreigners, Greeks and Italians, but now they had had
enough, and they began to think of ways to prevent others from enriching
themselves with their own means, and for this purpose they decided to organise
a Fig Syndicate. This Fig Syndicate is an organisation, it is an organisation to
prevent the merchants from mixing up and losing the resources to someone else.
Until now, when there was no money, the figs were borrowed from Greek,
Italian, English merchants and in return they undertook to give figs at the time
of harvest. Since the farmers were in distress when they borrowed the money,
the merchant would set the price of the figs very cheaply at that time of distress
and end the earnings of the farmers. What should the labourer do to the poor
people? If he does not give his consent, he will go hungry. (...) Now, a society, a
syndicate in French terms, is being formed to sell the fig crop directly, in order
to prevent this. As much as such associations are necessary for Aydin figs, they
are also necessary for other farmers. Not only for the cultivators, but also for
the artisans (...) We need societies to sell the products directly” -HDJ. Issue: 25.
Ogiit/Halka 3, Ak¢uraoglu, (Sever, 2022, p. 285-287.).

As can be seen from the quotes, Akgura educates the public about small debt
societies through informative explanations and examples. He argues that these
societies would, to some extent, save workers, peasants and small traders from lack
of money, seeds and capital, and thus protect the poor from falling under the yoke of
foreign merchants and capitalists. Ak¢ura explains step by step how this can be done:
First, the peasant, tradesman or labourer, if he has money, should collect some of his
money and make a chest; then he should use this money by capitalising it in various
ways, for example by opening a bank account or becoming a shareholder in land, and
increase his capital. After that, the men who have joined the Small Debt Society will
be able to lend money from the chest when they are in need. In his article, Akgura
explains that Small Loan Societies can be established by the people of a village
coming together, as well as by those who are engaged in an art. Akgura then educates
the public about getting together and organising by explaining that several villages or
craftsmen from different fields can increase their capital and expand their businesses
by joining together and helping each other in Small Loan Societies.

Since the Ahilik and Guild culture are highly developed in the Turks, as well as
the hearth organization, the benefits of guilds are also included in HDJ. It was
explained that it would be to the benefit of tradesmen and workers to organize
themselves in guilds:

"In order to increase wages, a guild is needed.

If there is a guild, it will announce why the wages are increased through
newspapers and other means. There is more certainty in that. Hunger does not
scare the labourer. Because the guild distributes something to them for the days
they remain idle.
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A guild first consoles the labourers against possible disasters. It sends those who
are unwell to the doctor. It sends the seriously ill to the sick house. If he is
orphaned, he takes care of his family. If he falls from somewhere, if an accident
happens, if he becomes unable to work, he is given something to earn a living.
If he needs a change of air, he sends him to his hometown.

A guild opens schools to give knowledge to labourers and to advance them
mentally. They give lectures and conferences. It sends unemployed labourers to
places where jobs are available.

A guild gives cash to a labourer who gets married as a gift from his friends. In
this way, labourers become interested in each other's happiness. And a big
family of labourers is formed above the small families, which is a very desirable
thing in the government." -HDJ. Issue 34. Faydali Diisiinceler/ Esnaf Icin
Terakki Yollari-3, F.- (Sever, 2022, p. 382).

As can be seen, the journal contained articles with the aim of educating the public
in the field of public organisation. In these articles, the problems related to the
organisation of small tradesmen and farmers, which are still not solved today, were
one of the important topics in the HDJ articles. In order to create an organised society,
it is necessary to develop the consciousness of organisation. As stated in the
introductory letter of the first issue, the target group of HDJ was the poor Anatolian
peasantry. Without organisation, the poor Anatolian villagers, will not be able to
compete with non-Muslims, who are quite successful in this regard. Perhaps the most
important way for the people to profit from what they produce, to secure their own
health and future, to continue to produce, to find solutions to their problems when
they get into trouble, and above all, to survive, to protect their land and to have their
own national consciousness, is to unite with others like themselves and to struggle
together. For this reason, the organisation of the people will benefit both themselves
and the nation.

Learning to read and write and the importance of literacy

Learning to read and write is one of the main subjects of public education. It
was also handled in HDJ articles and the importance of learning to read and write was
emphasised. HDJ published articles on the importance of learning to read and write
and the benefits of being literate for a person, people and a nation, and in these articles,
the public was advised to teach their children to read and write and to learn it
themselves. So much so that learning to read and write was placed at the top of the
"list of things an Ottoman should do from the cradle to the grave" and it was said "To
fight to learn to read and write in childhood and to learn an art that suits our minds."
-HD. Issue: 7. Baba Ogiidii -5- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever, 2022, p. 94).

Moreover, the importance that religion attaches to learning to read and write was
also mentioned and people were encouraged to become literate:
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"For example, our religion tells us: 'To learn knowledge, to learn to read and
write is obligatory for every Muslim, man and woman. Think about it, think with
your head bowed a little: What have we done for knowledge for years? Where
are the excellent schools in every village and town? How many of our people
know how to read books about their religion and nation? Does anyone even
know how to read?" -HDJ. Issue:6. Iktisadi Hasbihal:1 En Biiviik Eksigimiz,
Muhiddin- (Sever: 2022:89).

1t is obligatory for Muslims to learn to read and write, to understand what is
going on in the world, and to learn what kind of tools and equipment our
enemies, the Franks, are making” -HDJ. Issue: 18. Kizlarimizi Okutalim-
(Sever, 2022, p. 214).

As can be seen, religious elements were also used to encourage the public to
learn to read and write, and it was stated that Islam made it obligatory for Muslims to
acquire knowledge and learn to read and write. Thus, the public was encouraged to
learn to read and write. At the same time, it was explained that by learning to read and
write, it was possible to understand the world and to make tools and equipment made
by foreigners.

It has been stated in several articles that it is the duty of the family to educated
children and to ensure that they learn to read and write. So much so that one of the
criteria of being a human being is to have children educated. For example, the
statement "In my opinion, a person who does not educate his children, who does not
work, who does not think about his homeland and nation is not a human being." (HD.
Issue: 22. Taksimi Bir Altinin Taksimi, Ali Suad, p. 259) is a striking example of this.

The importance of literacy and learning to read and write was emphasised not
only in educational articles but also in stories and poems. For example, in the story
titled "A Tale of Two Villages" in HDJ Issue 11, it is described how the village with
a school flourished and developed, while the village without a school became a ruin
and disappeared (Sever, 2022, p. 140). In this way, the importance of literacy was
tried to be explained to the public through their own lives and the public was
encouraged to learn how to read and write.

"Need for a school'/ opening a school

The importance of villagers coming together to build schools was mentioned
several times in Halka Dogru Journal, and people were encouraged to build schools
for their own children. Religious beliefs were also referred to when necessary. The
following statements in the Journal are important in this regard:

"After a Muslim works and earns money and becomes rich, (...) the money of a
man who does not build a school in his town (...) is malevolent; in other words,
it means that the devil has taken possession of that property, and it will lead its
owner to hell, not to heaven." -HDJ. Issue 19. Kéyliilere Vaazlar: 3 Calismak
Miisliimanlara Farzdwr!- (Sever, 2022, p. 224).
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Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, in his articles titled "Baba Ogiidii” (Father's Advice),
frequently expressed the need for different and modern types of schools and the
benefits they would bring to the public. In these articles, the necessity of opening
modern schools instead of the traditional ones and popularisation of modern
professions among the people were expressed:

"As in every nation, we should have some great scholars, architects, painters,
but most of us need (Iptidaiye) schools that teach us how to read, write and
calculate properly, that teach agriculture to the children of farmers and industry
to the children of crafismen." -HDJ Issue: 3. Baba Ogiidii, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik-
(Sever, 2022, p. 51).

"We must equip every part of our country with schools and looms, which are the
fortifications of civilisation." -HDJ. Issue: 6. Baba Ogiidii 4, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik-
(Sever, 2022, p. 85).

While stressing the importance of opening schools in Anatolian villages, writers
such as Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, Nazim, Ali Suat and Yusuf Akgura also took into
account the condition of the country. For example, it was pointed out that there were
no schools even in the villages closest to Istanbul, and the benefits that a school would
bring to the environment and the people living there were emphasised. The following
statements are important in explaining the situation of schools in the country:

"A Turkish village of 200 households close to Istanbul has been without a school
for centuries! Is this fact something to be believed? I wish there were two schools
there, one for girls and one for boys, each with 150 children, and even the 60-
year-old fathers could be trained by that school!...

If there were schools, children would be educated accordingly, they would have
a sense of homeland and nation, if we had a language, they would read, they
would understand; as they read, they would wonder, and as they wondered, they
would read.” -HDJ. Issue 8. Acikli Bir Sohbet, Nazim- (Sever, 2022, p. 105-106).

As seen in these statements, the state could not build schools even in villages
very close to Istanbul. For this reason, the people were asked not to wait for the state
to build schools in their neighbourhoods, but to find schools for their children and, if
necessary, to build schools with their own means. In different articles, the self-power
of the people was emphasised, and it was explained what they could do with solidarity
on their own and without any help from the state:

"In villages and neighbourhoods of towns, if there are no schools for children in
the village or in the neighbourhood, villagers and neighbourhoods can open
schools; the cost of these schools is very little. And that expense is like a seed
sown in a good field; after three or four years it will yield eight to ten times the
crop. When the villagers build a house together and put a teacher who knows
his art in it, the village school is finished. As long as the crops are good and the
villagers have some money in their hands, the shortcomings of that school are
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patched and filled. For example, desks are made for the children to sit on, a desk
and a couch are provided for the teacher, then chalk and blackboards are bought
for ease of writing, books are bought, and if more money is available, maps and
so on are brought in" -HDJ. Issue 27 Ogiit/Halka 4- Ak¢uraoglu, (Sever, 2022,
p. 307).

“Now, in order not to be a burden on the government, or to wait for the
government to do what the government will do, or to do something better and
more than what the government is doing, we should not think at all, but we
should immediately find and open small schools with good and understanding
teachers, and we should work day and night to educate our children.” -HDJ.
Issue: 22. Bir Altimin Taksimi, Ali Suad. (Sever, 2022, p. 258).

"The most obvious things that farmers and craftsmen can do themselves are the

following Small credit societies, societies for the purchase of agricultural tools,
agricultural tools, societies for the direct sale of crops or products, children's
schools, rengcber schools, apprentice schools... This is as much as we can do at
the moment". — HDJ. Issue:25 Ogiit/Halka 3 Akguraoglu, (Sever,2022, p. 285).

Similarly, guidelines were published on how villagers should not be forced to
build schools and how they should behave when building their own schools.
Information was provided on how people could complete the schools in stages and
how they could use their own resources to do so:

"In villages and neighbourhoods of cities, if there are no schools for children in the
village or in the neighbourhood, villagers and neighbourhoods can open schools,
the cost of these schools is very small. And that cost is like a seed sown in a good
field; after three or four years it will yield eight to ten times the crop. If the villagers
build a house together and put in it a teacher who knows his art, the village school
is ready. As long as the harvest is good and the villagers have some money, the
school's deficiencies are repaired and filled. For example, desks are made for the
children to sit on, a desk and couch are provided for the teacher, then chalk and
blackboards are bought to make writing easier, books are bought, and if there is
more money, maps and so on are brought in" --HDJ. Issue: 27 Ogiit/Halka 4-
Akguraoglu- (Sever,2022, p. 307).

The intellectuals, who were aware of the conditions the country was in and the
state of education, in their articles in HDJ, gave importance to the idea that there
should be schools in rural areas and villages, and if there no school, the people should
build a school with their own means. Because a school would transform the village
and its people, enlighten and develop the villagers in every sense. This would
contribute to development because a literate villager would be able to farm better, use
modern agricultural machinery, get more yield, and learn how to calculate and plan.
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Vocational Training

HDJ includes articles about helping people learn a profession as well as being
literate, sending their children to vocational schools, and thus creating opportunities
for them to do their own professions better. For example, in the story "Akill1 Baba”
(Smart Father) in HDJ Issue 20, Ali Suad explains the importance of education, going
to school, and learning to read and write in order to have a craft and profession in the
conversation between a father and his son who travel from the village to the city to
meet their needs. In his another article, he underlines the need to teach all kinds of arts
and crafts to children and that the child who learns science and art will earn more with
the following lines:

“In order to educate our children, we should look for vocational schools and
teach them all kinds of professions there. We should always teach money works
such as tailoring, shoemaking, carpentry, blacksmithing, veterinarian, hawker,
bread making, oil, cheese, salting fish, meat, pastrami, cooking, grocery store,
confectionery, raising chickens, money changer, banker. If we spend five or ten
of our eighty cents for these, this money will not be considered lost, it will be
considered increased, because if our child comes back after learning science
and a profession with this money, he will earn more money.” -HD. Issue: 22. Bir
Altimin Taksimi, Ali Suad- (Sever, 2022, p. 258).

Similarly, in HDJ Issue 26, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, in his article titled "Baba
Ogiidii (Father's Advice)-13", touches upon the importance of apprenticeship training
in the upbringing of children and the importance of raising them from the core. He
states that good will is not enough on its own, that there will be no benefit in working
improperly and without knowledge, and for this reason, children should learn trade
and art from an early age under skilled masters (Sever, 2022, p. 297-298).

Akgura explains the ways to implement apprenticeship training both
theoretically and practically on the job through tradesmen:

“Apprentice schools should be built in towns and cities. Tradesmen collect
money among themselves and open a school for their apprentices. After being
taught how to read and write in these schools, sciences that will benefit their
crafts, such as calculus, drawing lines, and painting, are briefly shown only.
Apprentices come to the shops to work after being at school for 2-3 hours in
the morning, what they study at school makes their work easier, and they may
be able to help the talented among them take their arts forward by taking
advantage of what they studied at school.” -HDJ Issue 27 Ogiit/Halka 4-
Akguraoglu- (Sever, 2022, p. 308).

Similarly, in the article titled " Esnaf i¢in Terakki Yollar1 / Cirak Mektepleri”
(Ways of Progress for Tradesmen / Apprentice Schools) by F.... (name is not given),
he gives information about apprenticeship training in Europe and emphasises the
importance of vocational training in schools, so that children, adults and workers have
the chance to attend school in the evenings and work during the day. He draws
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attention to the fact that in order to realise this practice in Turkey, these schools should
be opened by tradesmen, that ignorance can only be overcome in this way, and that
the chain of ignorance passed down from father to son can be broken:

"...the Franks, who realised that simple apprenticeship could not give a sense
of art in this century, opened schools. Such schools are very useful. Here, the
basics of all arts are taught along with general knowledge. A young person
who attends here enters an art that best suits his/her nature and inclination.
And he becomes more successful. Knowing what is being done in other arts is
the most powerful factor for taking firm and swift steps. In these schools,
lessons are given at night. In all electricity factories in Europe, labourers work
at the machine during the day and on the bench at night. During the day he
learns the operation, i.e. how it is done, and at night he learns the theory, i.e.
how it is done. In this way, a deep attachment to art is born. When he becomes
a labourer, he knows what he is doing from the beginning to the end. He works
more carefully. If such a school is opened in our country, not only apprentices
but even masters should attend it. Moreover, this school should be opened by
the tradesmen themselves. Because in our country, art, like ignorance, is
inherited from the father. A child enters the art of his father. -HD.46. Esnaf
I¢in Terakki Yollar: / Cirak Mektepleri.. F....- (Sever, 2022:510)

One of the prominent issues in public education in the HDJ was the villagers'
learning of modern agriculture and farming methods. For this reason, Agriculture
schools were described in detail in HDJ. Considering that the majority of the
population at that time was villagers and the concept of populism was also peasantism,
the importance of farmer schools becomes even more understandable. It was
emphasised that Agriculture Schools would be useful for both children and adults, and
that children could attend these schools during the day and adults could attend them
in the evenings. As a matter of fact, Yusuf Akcura writes the following about how to
use new agricultural tools and the benefits to be derived from them through farmer
schools:

“Some of the villages and towns that have children's schools should get
together and try to build farmers schools with the money they can raise from
their own pockets. Farmer schools cost a little more, but if they are built
properly, they will be of great benefit.

In these schools, new farm implements are shown to children, even to young
people with evening classes, and even to old people who wish to use them, how
to use these implements are explained and the benefits that will come from
using them are told; they go out to the fields and work with new implements”.
-HDJ.27 Ogiit/Halka 4- Ak¢uraoglu- (Sever, 2022:308).

As can be seen, the intellectuals of the Second Constitutional Monarchy period
aimed to plan vocational education in a way that would move the people forward and
improve themselves, improve the quality of their daily lives and directly apply the
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education they received to their lives. Instead of traditional methods of learning and
practising agriculture, arts and crafts, modern schools were opened and both children
and adults could attend these schools. However, due to reasons such as the conditions
of the state and wars, the responsibility for vocational education, as in other fields of
education, is left to the people themselves. Considering the discourses on vocational
education in HDJ, it is understood that although some innovations and improvements
were made in vocational education in the Ottoman Empire starting from the Tanzimat
period, these were mostly limited to urban centres. In fact, in the articles in HDJ, the
importance of vocational education for the people is explained and both the peasants
and tradesmen are advised to open their own schools, educate themselves with their
own means and overcome ignorance.

Child Upbringing / Modern Child Raising Methods

In HDJ, child upbringing is one of the most emphasised issues, since the proper
upbringing and proper discipline of the children who will constitute the society of the
future is of utmost importance in nation building. In this context, articles on the
necessity of abandoning old and outdated customs and practices in child upbringing,
the role of mothers, updating traditional methods in accordance with the requirements
of the age, and the need to adopt modern child rearing methods were included. The
subject of the upbringing of the future generations was particularly emphasised by
Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik. In most of the articles he wrote under the title "Baba Ogiidii"
(Father's Advice), he touches upon the upbringing of children. According to him, "The
salvation of a nation depends on the upbringing of its women and children".

Tevfik emphasises that the upbringing of a child begins in the family and
continues in schools, and that upbringing is a duty and responsibility, even a debt, for
families towards their children, because the main factor in the rise of a society is
upbringing, and that the Ottoman Empire also rose with upbringing, but as a result of
the neglect of upbringing, it deteriorated and began to collapse:

“...mothers, fathers, brothers and sisters, this horrible claw that has been
wrapped around the Ottoman throat for two hundred years and squeezing it
tighter and tighter will be broken with your vigilance, and you must crush and
crush the disgusting upbringing that is dragging your children into idleness and
embarrassment... If you realise this and start raising children with a new liberal
upbringing, then you will have saved the homeland... Those who see this hard-
working, vigorous generation that we hope to see raised will be blessed, because
they will be able to close their eyes, entrusting the Ottoman property and the
Ottoman banner to such firm hands." -HD. Issue: 28. Baba Ogiidii-14-
Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfi- (Sever, 2022, p. 320 ).

According to Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, upbringing has moral foundations such as
honour, chivalry, sacrifice and truthfulness, and just as there is nothing without roots
and foundations, there is no upbringing without foundations. For this reason, he
emphasises that traditional values should be taken into account in the upbringing of
children, but that they should be updated where necessary in a way that does not shake
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the roots. According to the author, just as a sapling needs to be pruned in order to
become more lush and strong, in the upbringing of the child, useful and harmful
sprouts, i.e. procedures and traditions, should be identified and harmful procedures
should be abandoned and replaced with new ones:

"Children's upbringing should change according to the times, but the part that
we say should change according to the times are the ways and branches of
upbringing, and changing upbringing does not mean destroying the whole
foundation" -HDJ. Issue: 8. Baba Ogiidii -6- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever, 2022,
p- 102).

While disciplining children, it is necessary not to frighten them or deprive them
of their needs (HD. 14. Baba Ogiidii-11- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, p.175-176). According
to Tevfik, while children are being disciplined, their health, sleep and regular habits
should also be taken care of:

"Being a parent is not easy. The duty does not end with bringing them into the
world: that is when it really begins: it increases its importance day by day. As
the children grow up, they should be treated as men, they should talk to them,
they should not be bored by the things they ask as a matter of course, on the
contrary, they should be pleased and give very correct answers, they should take
them out together whenever possible, they should get them used to seeing and
thinking about everything, and they should not interfere with them laughing and
playing, running and jumping with their peers and peers." HDJ. Issue: 28. Baba
Ogiidii-14- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever, 2022, p. 320).

In another article in the series, Tevfik states that in the upbringing of children,
it is important not to discourage them at all costs and to give them the idea that they
can earn their bread wherever they are in the world thanks to their intellect. According
to the author, parents should always talk to children; they should say words that will
strengthen their courage and manners, they should make them do small jobs to
accustom them to the functioning and style of the house, they should involve them in
the larger affairs of the family, children should be taken with the elders of the family
when going to institutions such as safety chests and banks, and they should try to open
their eyes. In the article, it is explained that after the children are a little older, the
work outside the household should be left to them, so that children who are
accustomed to life at a young age will not be surprised when they grow up and family
affairs are left to them. The author explains that children who have had experience
can handle their work easily and completely -HDJ. Issue: 34. Baba Ogiidii 15-
Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever, 2022, p. 380).

Women's Education

In “Halka Dogru” journal, women's education was mostly defined in terms of
motherhood and being a good housewife. For example, according to Abdiilfeyyaz
Tevfik, mothers were responsible for raising and educating the children who would
build the nation. For this reason, the following statements emphasising the need to
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educate women first in order to educate the nation, and the importance of educating
girls at least as much as boys, are important:

“Nothing useful can be done unless the upbringing of a nation begins with
women, unless reforms are initiated from the root, from the foundation, from the
household. Teachers can no longer correct the shoots planted incorrectly by
mothers and fathers; especially if the teachers are no different from the mothers
and fathers, woe to that nation...

Yea citizen, now you understand. If you have love for your country, if you do not
want to lose it to enemies, try to educate and train your daughters at least as
much as your sons. Your Fatma will raise the first flag of salvation before your
Memis” -HDJ. Issue: 12. Baba Ogiidii-9- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022, p.
155-156).

In the eighteenth issue, an unsigned article titled "Kizlarimizt Okutalim” (Lets
Have Our Girls Educate) explains why girls should be educated, after stating that girls'
education was not thought of because of the bad and wrong ideas inherited from the
ancestors, but that this was an old-fashioned idea. According to the article, girls should
be educated for many reasons such as the fact that women should know how to
calculate, that they should be wise and not be dependent on anyone, that they should
be conscious mothers who will give their children the right upbringing, that they
should raise children who will be good for the country and the nation, that they should
be able to take care of themselves when there is no man at the helm, and that they
should be able to take care of themselves without being dependent on anyone when
they have a job at the door of the government. In the same article, it is also stated that
it is a sin to leave girls ignorant and that Muslim women were always literate in the
heyday of Islam (Sever, 2022, p. 214-215).

In HDJ, women's education was discussed from a progressive perspective in
terms of the conditions of the period and it was explained that the traditional
perspective on women's education should be abandoned. According to the authors, the
education of women, who would raise children, the future of the nation, was as
important as the education of men. For this reason, women's right to education was
emphasised and concrete suggestions were presented.

Public Health Training

It is observed that one of the important issues covered in the articles in HDJ is
public health. As a matter of fact, considering the fact that health services are not
widespread enough in villages even today, it is possible to think that it was quite
challenging for the people to protect their health due to reasons such as wars, poverty,
epidemics, lack of infrastructure, and lack of clean drinking water in Anatolia of the
period. For this reason, while informing the public about infectious diseases such as
tuberculosis, transmission routes, prevention methods and what was being done
abroad to fight tuberculosis, HDJ articles also suggest health-protective measures such
as the importance of a healthy diet.
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The article 'Veremle Giires’ (Wrestling with Tuberculosis) in the 33rd issue of
the journal, signed by A.Y ., describes how tuberculosis is a disease, and that although
it is the most deadly disease in the world, while quarantines are carried out against
cholera and plague, people do not attach as much importance to tuberculosis and do
not seek remedies and measures to protect themselves against it. It is explained that
in Europe, efforts were made to raise public awareness in order to fight tuberculosis,
"Tuberculosis Day" was organised in Russia, doctors made speeches informing the
public about tuberculosis on that day, that day was called "Akgigek" (White Flower)
day and daisies were sold and the money was put into the chest of the Tuberculosis
Society. On that day, all newspapers carried information about tuberculosis, articles
explaining that tuberculosis was an surmountable disease; in some cities, large
pictures and writings were hung on walls, trams and buses to show what tuberculosis
was, how it was transmitted, and how it could be prevented; plays about tuberculosis
were performed in theatres in the evening; and a tuberculosis exhibition was opened
in the city, where male and female physicians gave many information to the visitors
and distributed pamphlets and declarations. In this way, it is emphasised that there
was no one in the city who had not heard of tuberculosis and that this was the way the
fight against tuberculosis should be fought. This article tells the readers how the fight
against tuberculosis should be on the one hand, and on the other hand, it states that
tuberculosis can be prevented by paying attention to cleanliness and nutrition, and
avoiding sick people.

The article entitled 'Verem’ (Tuberculosis) in the 33rd issue of the journal was
devoted entirely to providing information on tuberculosis. It was stated that
tuberculosis was a fatal disease and that one hundred thousand to one hundred and
twenty thousand people died of tuberculosis in the Ottoman Empire every year. The
article mentions the microbes that cause tuberculosis, the ways of transmission, the
necessity of quarantining patients with tuberculosis, the importance of cleanliness, the
types of tuberculosis, the symptoms of the disease, the ways of protection against
tuberculosis and its treatment. The article is written in a simple and explanatory
manner that an ordinary person can understand. Thus, it was aimed to help the public,
whose access to health services was quite limited, to take their own precautions and
to inform the public about one of the most important epidemic diseases of the age.

In the articles titled "Bilinecek Seyler” (Things to Know) in three different issues
(48th, 50th, 52nd) of HDJ under the signature of Uyanik, he provided information on
different areas of public health. The first of these is the article in issue 48 (Sever, 2022,
p. 529) with the subtitle "Saglik Igin... Cigerlerimiz Nasil Kabartyor?” (For Health...
How Do Our Lungs Swell?). Here, after describing the systems in the human body
such as respiratory, circulatory and skeletal systems and their functions, and the
functions of these systems for human survival, the author gives detailed information
about the functioning of the lungs and respiration. He mentions the benefits of clean
breathing air for human health and concludes his first article as follows:
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“Now, from all these explanations, we understand two things: To continue our
life without getting sick: Firstly, we need things to eat and drink, and secondly,
we need air that will revitalise us in a way that will make these things useful for
us. If we learn how to eat and drink these things, of course, we will be able to
use this most beautiful machine of Allah in a good way without spoiling it, and
we will save us from illness. After this beginning, we will try to learn about these
and diseases in our articles “(Sever, 2022, p. 530-531).

In his second article with the subtitle "Sagligi Korumak I¢in Bir insana Ne Kadar
Hava Lazimdir” (How Much Air is Necessary for a Human Being to Protect Health),
Uyanik (Issue: 50, p. 549-551) explains the reasons for people's need for clean air and
the threat of poisoning when exposed to polluted air for a long time. For this reason,
he emphasises the importance of keeping the air of the areas we live in clean and
ventilating them sufficiently and emphasises this situation with the following
statements (Sever, 2022, p. 551):

"Men who do not change their air commit suicide. It is as sinful to break a
machine made by God as it is to kill oneself with a bullet, and as bad to be
poisoned by dirty air. Everyone should open a hole in the upper glass of his
window for air to enter. Doors and frames should not be closed during the day.
Let the sun come, sweep all around, give life. You are disgusted to bathe in filthy
water, and everyone is afraid to eat rancid meat. Poisoned air is more harmful
than all of these. Because it enters your lungs through a thin instrument. Within
a second it spreads to your finest veins and poisons you. Let fresh air be your
first thought. Put your windows up every day. Don't drink dirty coffee. You are
poisoning yourself. If you are sick, this need increases even more. Why do they
blow out a dying fire? You too are obliged to fill the flame of your life with fresh
air and wash it in order to make it shine again. Otherwise, you will see how the
crimson coals on which you have covered a jar darken. Do not have many men
at the bedside. Because as you have seen above, their breath fills the air with
poison. Be careful that visiting the sick does not betray the sick.”

In the article titled "Korunacak Seyler” (Things to Protect) in the last issue of
HDJ (Sever,2022:571-573), Uyanik discussed the harms of alcohol to the body and
human health. He gives information about the active ingredients and raw materials of
drinks such as wine and raki, explains their effects on the body, explains the external
and invisible damages of alcohol on the internal organs such as the liver and stomach,
and states that alcohol should be avoided for a healthy life. He states that liquor
poisons not only a single person but also a whole lineage and that this is unbecoming
of a people working for the revolution.

Discussion, Conclusion and Suggestions

During the Second Constitutional Monarchy period, when political life and
intellectual movements were very lively in the Ottoman Empire, many intellectual
movements emerged under the influence of the liberal social and political
environment. Especially after the Balkan Wars and the great territorial losses, the
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intellectuals who returned home in the environment of freedom created by the Second
Constitutional Monarchy they sought to protect the last piece of land and to awaken a
national consciousness in the people. One of the strong intellectual movements that
emerged as a result of these searches was the concept of populism, which was
influenced by Russian Narodnism and French solidarism.

The intellectuals who advocated the understanding of populism and aimed to
raise the awareness of Anatolian villagers and the people and to build a national
consciousness in them, resorted to various publications, associations and journals to
reach and educate the people. One of these publications was the "Halka Dogru
Journal". Through HDJ, the authors aimed to reach the Turkish people in Anatolia,
who had been abandoned to their own fate for centuries, through the Turkish language
they used, to awaken them and to bring national consciousness to them. The articles
in HDJ dealt with issues from all areas of life, and aimed to educate the public to meet
the new and modern against the traditional, and to construct the flow of life according
to the modern.

One of the issues that HDJ prioritised in terms of public education during the
year it was published was organisation and social organisation. The articles drew
attention to the social and economic benefits of organising, coming together and
acting together under structures such as hearths, associations, unions, trade unions,
chests, cooperatives, companies and guilds. In this way, it would be ensured that Turks
would come together and create a national consciousness, and the people, who had to
struggle with economic difficulties and oppression for centuries, would be rewarded
for their labour, would not be oppressed and would be able to develop.

Although many new schools were opened during the Second Constitutional
Monarchy and old schools were significantly reformed, these were mostly schools
opened in urban centres (Hayta and Unal, 2003: 208). In rural areas, on the other hand,
there are traditional sibyan/neighbourhood schools, where the village imam or a lower
religious scholar teaches reading and memorisation of the Qur'an in a room attached
to a mosque. Neighbourhood schools were generally established by wealthy Muslims,
and their costs were covered by religious endowments and the weekly salaries given
to the teachers by the students' families (Somel, 2019). The opening of schools was
also encouraged by the ITC; in fact, Article 3 of the Turkish Quarry's statutes states
that 'in order to achieve its aim, the Society will open clubs called Turkish Quarry,
organise lectures, conferences and competitions, publish books and pamphlets, and
try to open schools'. In other words, opening schools was also included in the
objectives of the Turkish Quarry for public education (Sarinay, 2004).

The opening of schools/building of schools is one of the issues also mentioned
in the articles in HDJ. The articles in HDJ advise the public to build their own schools
and give concrete suggestions on how to do so. In this context, people are advised to
first build a classroom building or repair existing buildings, then expand these school
buildings with extensions and buy the necessary teaching materials. At the same time,
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it is explained that they can also contribute to the construction of schools through
community funds, companies and associations to be set up.

Literacy and literacy rates have always been one of the main topics of modern
public education. Attempts and efforts to increase literacy and to make the entire
population literate, which continue today, occupied an important place in public
education activities during the period of the Second Constitutional Monarchy. Akyiiz
(2001) describes the situation as follows:

“After the re-proclamation of the Constitutional Monarchy on 23 July 1908, an
intensive public education campaign was launched throughout the country. This
work was mainly carried out by political parties, associations and schools, and
the press encouraged the public. This public education work was mostly carried

’

out in the form of evening classes, conferences and course”".

During this period, the elderly, poor children and prisoners who could not find
an opportunity to read were taught to read and write and even some vocational
knowledge (Y1ldiz, 2021). Cavdar (1985) states that in 1923 there were 11-12 million
inhabitants in Turkey, according to estimates based on provincial surnames, and 13.6
million according to the 1927 census, and that the majority of this population lived in
rural areas. In the early years of the Republic, the literacy rate of the population was
quite low. In fact, in the early 1920s, 10 per cent of the Muslim population over the
age of six were illiterate. According to the 1927 census, only 11 per cent of the
population was literate (Cavdar, 1985; Tezel, 1986; Ziircher, 2006).

The articles in the HDJ also stressed the importance of literacy and the building
of schools in public education. It was stressed that literacy is essential for people to
express themselves, claim their rights, engage in modern agriculture and production,
have access to arts, crafts and health services, and manage their own budgets. In this
context, religious discourse and elements were also included in the articles to
encourage learning to read and write.

Similarly, it was emphasised that traditional negative beliefs and understandings
about the education of women and girls should be abandoned and women should be
educated and learn to read and write. It is important for women to learn to read and
write in order to participate in social life and not to be dependent on anyone.
Moreover, women raise children who will be the founders of the future and build the
nation. Therefore, modern educated mothers will be better able to educate and raise
their children. Sahin and Tokdemir (2011) also state that women's education began to
be organised at all levels in parallel with the women's movements that developed in
the world during the period of the Second Constitutional Monarchy. The conditions
of the First World War in this period had an accelerated effect on women's
participation in social life, the fact that the male population of society was at war made
it compulsory for women to work, and the development of women's education was
given importance (Ergiin, 1996). Similarly, Alkan, Yiicekok and Turan (1988:88)
show in their studies that the educational opportunities provided to Turkish women
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by the Second Constitutional Monarchy enabled them to participate in social life and
to fight for their place in the economic sphere, and that the process of women's
participation in social and economic life also led to the establishment of women's
associations. Hanimlara Mahsus Gazete, Kadinlar Diinyasi, Tiirk Kadini, Tedrisat
Mecmuasi, Muallim Mecmuasi, Yeni Fikir and Muallimler Birligi Mecmuas: were
analysed and it was also seen that many journals such as Yeni Turan, Demet, Mehasin,
Sirat-1 Miistakimde, Sebilurresat, Tiirk Yurdu, Yeni Felsefe, Styanet, and Bilgi Yurdu
Is1g1 published articles by women highlighting the importance of women's education
(Karagdz and Sanal, 2015: 679).

Child upbringing is one of the public education subjects emphasised in the HDJ.
One of the most important elements in building a new society and a new nation was
seen as the upbringing of children. As in all areas of life, it was suggested that old and
traditional methods in child rearing should be abandoned and modern methods should
be adopted. Because the way to become a modern nation is to raise the children of
that nation well. In fact, according to Sat1 Bey, one of the most important educators
of the Second Constitutional Monarchy period, childhood is the time for direct
education; emotions and habits are formed here (Ergiin, 1996). Sat1 Bey defined child
education as increasing one's strengths and abilities as much as possible in a way that
is beneficial for oneself and for all of humanity (Sat1 Bey, 2002: 3).

In HDJ, vocational education is one of the most prominent topics in public
education. Because the Anatolian peasantry, which had been backward and forgotten
for centuries, could not get the rewards of their labour as they depended on traditional
methods in modern agriculture, arts and crafts. For this reason, the articles frequently
included suggestions that directed the public towards vocational training. Thus, the
public would both get to know new occupational fields and learn how to perform their
current occupations with more modern methods. The fields in which these schools
should be located, how they could be opened and who would attend these schools
were explained in detail. The importance of the application of modern knowledge in
their own lives and in the society they live in, and thus the importance of
modernisation was emphasised. schools were explained in detail. The importance of
the application of modern knowledge in their own lives and in the society in which
they live and the importance of modernisation through these schools was emphasised.
Studies on vocational education during the period of the Second Constitutional
Monarchy (cf. Erkek, 2018; Ergiin, 2009; Asc1, 2020) claim that with the excitement
of the Second Constitutional Monarchy, vocational education was attempted to be
brought to the forefront along with general education during this period and that
innovation and revival began to be experienced in these schools. One of the public
education topics covered in HDD is public health. In addition to informative articles
on infectious diseases of the period, there are also articles on what to do to stay
healthy.
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Anayasanin, 29 yil askida kaldiktan sonra, 23 Temmuz 1908'de yeniden ilan
edilmesiyle baslayan II. Mesrutiyet donemi (1908-1918) Osmanli’da siyasi hayatin
ve fikir hareketlerinin olduk¢a canli oldugu bir donemdir. Zira bu dénemde, siyasal
diistincenin baski altinda tutuldugu II. Abdiilhamid donemine kiyasla gorece daha
ozgiirliik¢ii bir ortamin olugmasi, daha once ¢esitli nedenler ve baskilar sebebiyle
iilkeden ayrilan aydinlarin geri gelmesi ve iilkeye dondiiklerinde iilkeye Bati’da
o0grenmis olduklar fikir ve diislince akimlarini da beraberlerinde getirmeleri, Balkan
savaglar1 ve sonrasinda yasanan gdcler toplumsal alanda birgok diisiincenin ortaya
¢tkmasina, gelismesine ve tartisilmasina olanak saglamistir (Sahin ve Tokdemir,
2011: 852). Oyle ki Bernard Lewis (1998: 230) bu dénemin en dnemli ve ilging
yoniiniin entelektiiel ve kiiltiirel hayattaki canlilik oldugunu ifade etmistir.

Tanzimat yillarinda olugmaya baglayan cesitli fikir akimlar1 ve paradigmalar da
en verimli kiiltiirel ve bilimsel tiretimlerini bu dénemde olusturmustur (Giindiiz, 2007:
17-23). Parlamenter demokrasi deneyiminin yanisira Balkan Savaglar1 ve 1. Diinya
Savas1 gibi iki biiylik savas ve imparatorlugun dagilmasi gibi 6nemli olaylarin
yasandig1 bu on yillik kisa siireli donemi (Yildiz, 2021: 43), Berkes (2008: 377)
“1700’lerde baslamis olan ¢agdaslagsma bunaliminin ¢éziimlenecek biitiin sorunlart
sanki bu 1908 ile 1918 arasindaki on yilin igine  sikistirlmigtic’ seklinde
ozetlemektedir. Nitekim bu donemde ¢o6ziilme ve ¢Okme siireci hizlanan
imparatorlugu kurtarmak c¢abasiyla Ozellikle devrin aydinlart ve fikir adamlar
tarafindan devletin kurtulusuna yonelik fikir ve girisimler daha ¢ok 6nem kazanmaya
baslamistir (Tamir ve Aytag, 2022: 6).

Yasanan bu gelismelerin getirdigi hareketli siyasi yasant1 icinde egitim sorunlari
onemli yer tutmus; egitime iliskin strateji sorunlari, egitim felsefeleri, en ¢ok tartigilan
konular arasinda yer almistir (Sahin ve Tokdemir, 2011: 852). Tiirkiye tarihinde
egitim hakkinda en ¢ok yaymnin yapildigi, egitim sorunlar ile en cok ilgilenilen ve
deneyimler kazanilan bu donemde basin yayimnin gelismesi ile kamuoyu olusturma
caligmalart hizlanmis, derneklesme faaliyetleri hizla artmistir (Ergiin,1996). Birgok
dernek/cemiyet kurulmus, gazete ve dergiler yolu ile her tiirlii fikir ve diisiince
tartigilarak toplumla paylasiimustir.

Yildiz (2021: 29) hem toplumsal ve siyasal yasamdaki hem de egitimdeki bu
gelismelerle canlanmanin halk egitimi ¢alismalarini da etkiledigini ve bugiin okul ¢ag1
disinda kalan toplum kesimlerinin egitimi anlamina gelen ‘halk egitimi® fikrinin 20.
ylizyilin baglarinda ortaya ¢iktigini, Tanzimat’ta halki egitme sdyleminin
belirginlesmis olmasina ragmen buradaki sdylemin, “halk egitimi” degil, tiim “halkin
egitimi” izerine oldugunu belirtir ve bu durumu sdyle ifade eder:

“Halk egitimi kavranminmin giiniimiizdeki icerigini kazanmasi icin II. Megrutiyet
donemini beklemek gerekecektir. Bu doneme kadar yapian uygulamalarda,
‘halk egitimi’ okul dis1 egitim anlaminda bir semsiye kavram olarak
goriilmemigtir. Nitekim halk egitiminin bilingli bir faaliyet ve miistakil bir alan
olarak kabul edilisi Il. Megrutiyet sonrasina rastlamaktadir. Agirlikly olarak
kullanilan kavram ise ‘halk terbiyesi’dir.”
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Bu dénemde Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti’nin tiim yurtta hizla teskilatlanmasi ve
onunla birlikte ¢esitli sosyal ve siyasi kuruluslarin, derneklerin, cemiyetlerin, gazete
ve dergilerin yayginlasmasi sonucunda kadinlara yonelik egitimler, okuma-yazmaya
yonelik ¢alismalar, ¢iraklik egitimleri, kirsal/tarimsal egitimler gibi modern halk
egitimi uygulamalar1 yayginlasmaya baglamistir (Erglin, 1996). II. Mesrutiyet
aydmlarinin devletin kurtuluguna yonelik ¢oziim olarak gordiikleri “halk¢ilik”
diistincesi halk egitimi uygulamalarinin da yoniinii belirlemistir (Yildiz, 2021:46).
Zira 1911°de kurulan Tiirk Yurdu Cemiyeti ve Tiirk Yurdu Dergisi etrafinda toplanan
donemin Tiirk¢ii aydinlari, {ilkenin ig¢inde bulundugu siyasi, ekonomik, toplumsal
durum karsisinda duyduklari kaygi ve sorumlulukla hareket ederek halka yonelme,
halka dogru gitme yonelimindedirler (Tamir ve Aytag, 2022: 7). Toprak (2013: 163)
Osmanli halk¢iligmin iki kaynaktan beslendigini belirtir: Bunlardan biri ‘Halka
dogru’ diisiincesi etrafinda sekillenen Rus Narodnik hareketi ve Balkanlardaki
uzantis1 olan halk¢ilik ve kdyeciiliik; digeri ise toplum iginde dayanisma ve uyum
icinde bir siyasal bigimlenme siirecinin {iriinii olan Fransiz solidarizmidir. Rus
Narodnik fikirleri, Osmanli aydinlarina Rusya’dan istibdattan kagan Tiirkler ve
Balkanlardaki ihtilalci aydinlar araciligiyla ulasmis ve daha gok Ittihat ve Terakki
icerisinde kendisine yer bulmus, benzer sekilde Balkanlardaki halk¢i ve sosyalist
akimlar da Tiirk aydmlarina ulasmistir (Berkes, 2002). Ancak Rusya aydmlarinin
hedefi kapitalizme hi¢ ugramadan, koyliilere seslenerek ve siddete bagvurarak feodal
bir toplumdan sosyalist bir topluma ge¢gmek olsa da Tiirk aydinlarinin diisiincesindeki
halk¢ilik anlayisinda hedef Tiirkiye’de egitim, propaganda, vb. yollarla Tiirklerin bu
sisteme katilmasini ve devletin kurtulugunu saglamaktir (Georgeon, 2020).

Rus Narodnizmi ve Fransiz solidarizmi kadar olmasa da bu donemde basta
Fransa olmak {iizere Avrupa’ya giden pek ¢ok aydin da Osmanli’da halkgilik
diisiincesinin gelisimine katkida bulunmusglardir. Zira bu aydmnlar bulunduklari
yerlerdeki siyasetgilerle, diisiince adamlariyla goriiserek, bilgi-aligverisi yapmis ve o
donemdeki milliyetgilik ve uluslagsma hareketlerini hem inceleme firsati bulmus hem
de onlardan etkilenmiglerdir (Yildirim, 1998). Gerek Rus Narodniklerinden ve
dolayisiyla halka yonelis hareketlerinden gerekse Bati’da gelisen milliyetgilik
akimlarindan etkilenen Yusuf Akgura, Ziya Gokalp, Ahmet Agayef, Tevfik Nureddin,
Celal Sahir, Hiiseyinzade Ali, Hamdullah Suphi, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, Ali Canip, Ali
Ulvi, Galip Bahtiyar, Kazim Nami, Kopriiliizade Mehmed Fuad, Mehmet Emin,
Mehmet Ali Tevfik, Mehduh Sevket gibi Tiirk aydinlari, Balkan Savaslari’nda alinan
yenilgilere ve Bulgarlarin, Sirplari, Rumlarin vd. milletlerin kendi devletlerini kurma
yoniindeki faaliyetleri sonucunda Osmanli Devleti’nin elinde kalan son topraklari
korumak amaciyla giristikleri arayista halke¢ilik anlayisina yonelmislerdir. Bu
yonelimin ‘halka dogru’ sloganiyla varmak istedigi sey, koyliiniin egitilmesi,
kirsaliin ve kdyiin doniistiiriilmesi, ulusal bilincin yayginlastirilmasi yani Anadolu
halkinin egitim sayesinde cehaletten kurtulmasi, milli bilingle uyandirilmasidir
(Odabasgi, 2015). Bu amaglarla o donemde ¢ok sayida gazete ve dergi yayimlanmus,
cemiyetler halk egitimi faaliyetleri diizenlemis; iilkenin her tarafinda kurulan Ittihat
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ve Terakki kuliiplerinin “kdyciiliik subesi” adi altindaki teskilatlanmalari du
dogrultuda ¢aligmalar yiiriitmiislerdir (Yildiz, 2021).

Halka yani Anadolu koyliisiine ulasmak ve halk¢ilik diigiincesini yaymak
amaciyla Tiirk Yurdu Cemiyeti bilinyesinde ¢ikarilan “Halka Dogru” dergisi II.
Mesrutiyet donemi halk¢iliginin en 6nemli yaymn organlarindan biridir. “Halka
Dogru” dergisi iizerine ulasilabilen ¢aligmalar tarih, edebiyat ve iktisat alanlarinda
yapildig1 goriilmistiir. Bu c¢alismalarda, Giirsoy (1999) dergiyi bigim ve igerik
bakimindan incelemis; Ozden (2011) derginin iktisadi boyutunu incelemis; benzer
sekilde Ocak (2002) da derginin Tiirk iktisadi diigiincesindeki yerini ele almis; Giidek
(2007) derginin dizini, tahlilini ve se¢gme metinlerini {izerine galigmistir. Bunlarin
diginda Yigitbas ve Ozdemir (2012) dergide yer alan siirleri incelemis; Ozpay (2016)
dergide ortaya konulan donemin sosyal hayatin1 ele almistir.. Ulagilabilen
calismalarda da goriildiigii gibi “Halka Dogru” dergisini ve igerigini egitim ve halk
egitimi agigindan ele alan ¢aligma bulunmamaktadir. Oysa “Halka Dogru” dergisinin
¢ikarilma amaci halki egitimi yoluyla halki uyandirmak ve cehaletten kurtarmak,
kirsali ve kdyii doniistirmek, Anadolu’da bir ulus bilinci inga etmektir (Odabas,
2015). “Halka Dogru” dergisinde yer alan yazilarin neredeyse tamami halkg¢i bir
anlayisla ve dogrudan veya dolayli olarak halki uyandirmaya, bilinglendirmeye,
saglikli bir ulus insa etmek ve halka Tiirklik suuru vermek iizere egitmeye ve daha
iyi ve ¢agdas kosullarda yasamalarini saglamak iizere bilgi vermeye yoneliktir. Bu
acidan bakildiginda “Halka Dogru” dergisinin kendisi bir halk egitimi aracidir. O
nedenle de halk egitimi agisindan ele alinmasi daha biiyiik 6nem kazanmaktadir.
Tekeli (1985: 473) II. Mesrutiyet doneminde savunulan ve tartisilan bazi diisiincelerin
(Koy Enstitiileri, alfabe meselesi vb.) yapilan uygulamalar ele alindiginda bu
donemin, Cumbhuriyet doneminde gergeklestirilen egitim atilimma iliskin
diistincelerin denendigi bir hazirlik asamasi olarak goriilebilecegini belirtmektedir. II.
Mesrutiyet doneminin 6nemli yayin organlarindan biri olan “Halka Dogru” dergisinde
egitime iliskin yazilar donemin aydinlarinin egitime bakis agisini ve Cumhuriyete
biraktigi miras1 anlamak agisindan 6nemlidir. Bu baglamda bu ¢aligmanin amact
“Halka Dogru” dergisinde yer alan yazilarda halkin egitimine yonelik i¢eriklerin neler
oldugunu analiz etmektir.

“Halka Dogru” Dergisi

“Halka Dogru” dergisi yayim hayatina 24 Nisan 1913 tarihinde Cemal Tahir
Erozan yonetiminde baslamis ve haftalik olarak toplam 52 sayi ¢ikmugtir. Son
sayisinin yayim tarihi ise 20 Nisan 1914'tlir. “Halka Dogru” dergisinin yazar
kadrosunu donemin 6nemli fikir insanlar1 ve yazarlari olugturmustur. Bu yazar ve
aydinlar ya Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti (ITC) iiyesidirler ya da cemiyete yakin
isimlerdir. Bu agidan “Halka Dogru” dergisini ITC nin destekledigi yayim organlart
arasinda saymak miimkiindiir. Dergi, halki cemiyetin politikalar1 konusunda
bilinglendirmeye, bu politikalar1 halka yaymaya ve siradan halki kazanmaya
calismistir denilebilir (Odabasi, 2011).
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“Halka Dogru” dergisinin yazar kadrosu donemin en nitelikli siireli
yaymnlarindan biriyle karsi karsiya bulundugumuzu da ortaya koyar, zira daha once
sozii edilen narodnik fikirlerin basta gelen temsilcilerinden Yusuf Akgura,
Hiiseyinzade Ali Bey ve Samet Agaoglu basyazarlarindandir. Yine Selanik'in Balkan
Savasi'nda kaybedilisi sonucu dergilerinin kapanmasiyla Istanbul'a gelen ve II.
Mesrutiyet doneminde, halkgilik sdzciigiinii ilk kez kullanan Ziya Gokalp de 6nemli
yazarlar1 arasinda yer almaktadir. Gokalp’in yani sira Selanik’te kapanan Geng
Kalemler ekibinden Omer Seyfettin, Ali Canip Yéntem, Aka Giindiiz, Kazim Nami
(Duru), Mehmet Ali Tevfik (Yiikselen) “Halka Dogru” dergisi kadrosu arasinda yer
almaktadir. “Halka Dogru” dergisinin yazar kadrosunda Halife Edip (Adivar),
Mehmet Fuat (Kopriilii), Mehmet Emin (Yurdakul), Memduh Sevket (Esendal) ve
Hamdullah Suphi (Tanriover) de bulunmaktadir.

“Halka Dogru” dergisinin ilk sayisinda derginin ¢ikarilma gerekcesi “Halkin
Dedikleri” baghigi altinda agiklanir. Yazida kendilerinin tabiriyle sekiz-on yazici
birlikte bir riiya goriirler. Riiyay1 géren bu sekiz-on kisi devrin aydinlaridir. Riiyada
yesil bir ova ic¢inde kendilerini bulan sekiz-on aydin, burada yamali kiyafetler
giyinmis zay1f bir ihtiyar kadina rastlarlar. Kadmn irili ufakli yavrulariyla tarlada basak
toplamaktadir. Aydinlar1 goren kadin onlarin yanina gelir ve kendisini taniyip
tanimadiklarini sorar. Aydinlar tanimadiklari i¢in kadindan utanirlar. Kadin halktir,
millettir, ahalidir yani Anadolu'dur. Yaglh kadin uzun zamanlardan, yiizlerce seneden
beri kendisini aramamig, hatirint sormamis olduklari i¢in aydmnlarin kendisini
tanimalarina sasirmaz ve kendisini “Ben siras1 geldikge biitiin suglari {izerine attiginiz
halkim. Kendi namina hiikiim siirdiigliniiz, hakimiyetinin vekilleri olarak meydana
¢iktiginiz, ahaliyim, milletim” seklinde tanitir. SOyledigi sézler ayn1 zamanda aydin
ile millet arasindaki kopuklugu, aydinlara Anadolu’yu ihmal etmis olmalarina karsi
bir sitemi ortaya koymaktadir. Rilyaya gore kadin yani millet kendisine kars1 olan
aydinlarin bu ilgisizliginden dolay1 onlardan iimidini kesmistir ve kararini vermistir
aydinlara:

"Ben kendi kendimi okutacagim, kendi kendimi 1slah edecegim, terakkiye kendi
adimlarimla gidecegim. Ibtida bana bir dil, bir edebiyat lazim. Dini, ahlaki,
iktisadi, ictimai malumat lazim. Bunlari kendi kendime edinecegim. Eski
yipranmis aletlerimi atarak yeni makineler kullanacagim. Toprak siirmegi,
hayvan beslemegi, kéy idare etmegi, yol yapmagi, mektep agmagi 6grenecegim.
Gizli  duygularimi, suursuz mefkiirelerimi  kalbimden c¢ikararak ortaya
koyacagim. Dinimin esaslarini bularak gercekten Islam iimmeti olacagim. Bu isi
yapmak i¢in bu gordiigiiniiz a¢, ¢iplak, sumali ogullarimla, zavalli yoksul
kizlarimla ¢alismaga niyet ettim. Siz de benim evlatlarim degil misiniz? Siz de
yapma dileginizi, yalanci bilgilerinizi, bos ve faydasiz gururlarmmizi birakarak
bana gelir, benimle ¢calisir misiniz?” (Sever, 2022, s. 24).

diye sorar bu soru iizerine uykudan uyanan aydinlar rityayi tabir ederler, kadin
yani millet haklidir. Kendisine yardim edilmelidir. Bu yardimin bir isareti olarak da
haftada bir “Halka Dogru” dergisini ¢ikarmaya karar verirler.
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Derginin ikinci sayisinda bu riiya ile ilgili olarak, “Halka Dogru” dergisine yani
riiyayr gorenlere bek¢i Mustafa Baba imzali bir mektup gelir. Bu mektupta bekgi
Mustafa Baba "Riiyayr zamaminda gérmiis, pek de yolunda, dogru yormugsunuz...
Bilinmelidir ki milletin kokii, anasi, temeli halktir. Halki, hallkin duygularin
diizeltmezseniz, halka dogru duygular vermezseniz su harap memleket senlenmez”
(Sever, 2022, s. 37) demektedir.

Bek¢i Mustafa Baba mektubunda ayni1 zamanda aydinlara yol da gostermektedir.
Zira biraz mektep medrese gorenlerin, okuyanlarin kendilerini halktan ayirdiklarini,
iistiinliik tasladiklarini, halktan uzaklastiklarini, bu nedenle de halkin onlar1 anlamakta
zorluk ¢ektiklerini ifade etmektedir. Aydinlar bu mektupla halkin duygularinin ve
beklentilerinin ne oldugunu anladiklarina ve kendi tavirlarinin da bu beklentilere
cevap vermek olacagina isaret ederler. “Halka Dogru” dergisini ¢ikarma amaglarini
ilk sayida riiya seklinde bir yaziyla ele alan aydinlar, ikinci sayida da Bekg¢i Mustafa
Baba agzindan kendilerine yazilmis bir mektup ile agiklayarak, basta aydin ztimre ile
millet arasindaki uzun bir siiregte olugsmus mesafenin kapatilmasi, kopuklugun
giderilmesi, dilde ve kiiltiirde halkla birlikteligin saglanmasi, Anadolu'nun imar
edilmesi gibi amagclarla harekete gectiklerini ortaya koyarlar. “Halka Dogru”
dergisinde bu amagla siirler, hikayeler, gezi yazilari, tarih, saglik, egitim, din, bilim,
iktisat gibi bir¢ok farkli alanda yazilara yer verirler ve halki egitmek iizere
diistincelerini yazilarinda dile getirirler.

Yontem

Arastirmada nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman analizi kullanilmigtir.
Dokiiman analizi yazili belgelerin icerigini titizlikle ve sistematik olarak analiz etmek
icin kullanilan bir nitel arastirma yontemidir (Wach, 2013). Dokiiman analizi basili
ve elektronik materyaller olmak tizere tiim belgeleri incelemek ve degerlendirmek i¢in
kullanilan sistemli bir yontemdir. Bu nedenle ¢alismanin amacina uygun olarak nitel
arastirmada kullanilan diger yontemler gibi dokiiman analizi de anlam g¢ikarmak ile
ilgili konu hakkinda bir anlayis olusturmak ampirik bilgi gelistirmek i¢in verilerin
incelenmesi ve yorumlanmasini gerektirmektedir (Corbin &Strauss, 2008). Dokiiman
analizi, diger nitel arastirma yontemlerinde oldugu gibi bir dizi asamadan
olugmaktadir. Bu agamalar farkli arastirmacilar tarafindan farkli b¢imlerde ele
alinmislardir. Ornegin O’Leary (2017) tarafindan bu agamalar (1) biitiin beklenmedik
durumlar i¢in plan yapma; (2) dokiimanlar1 toplama, (3) dokiimanlarin
giivenilirliklerini gdzden gecirme ve onlarin kasitli ve kasitsiz kanitlarini sorgulama
ve (4) verileri analiz etme seklinde siralanmistir. Forster (1994) ise bu agamalar1 su
sekilde siralamistir: (1) dokiimanlara ulagma, (2) dokiimanlarin orijinalligini kontrol
etme, (3) kodlama ve kategorilendirme i¢in bir sistem benimseme, (4) veriyi analiz
etme ve (5) veriyi kullanma. Benzer bir sekilde Merriam (2009) da dokiiman
analizinin dort asamada yapilabilecegini belirtmektedir: (1) uygun dokiimanlar
bulma, (2) dokiimanlarin orijinalligini kontrol etme, (3) kodlama ve kataloglama
konusunda bir sistematik olusturma ve (4) veri analizi yapma. Bu farkh
asamalandirmalara bakildiginda dokiiman analizinin belirli bir plana uygun olarak
gergeklestirilmesi, dokiimanlarin amaca uygun olmasi, ulasilan dokiimanlarin kontrol
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edilmesi ve uygun yontemlerle analiz edilmesi gerektigini sdylemek miimkiindiir. Bu
calismada Merriam tarafindan belirtilen yontem takip edilmis; uygun dokiimanlari
bulunmus, dokiimanlarin orijinalligi farkli kaynaklardan control edilmis, temalarin
olusturulmasi i¢in kodlama yapilmis ve bu temalara gore veriler analiz edilmistir.

Veri Toplama

Aragtirmada “Halka Dogru” dergisinin tiim sayilarinin yeni Tiirk alfabesi ile
tipk1 basimi kitap haline getirilmis iki kaynak dokiiman olarak kullanilmistir. Bu
yaynlardan ilki Dr.Mustafa Sever editorliiginde 2022 yilinda hazirlanmis ve Barig
Kitap tarafindan basilmis i¢cinde “Halka Dogru” dergisinin 52 sayisinin yer aldigi
“Halka Dogru” kitabidir. Ikincisi ise Abdullah Giindogdu ve Cagfer Giiler
editorliigiinde hazirlanmistir ve “Halka Dogru Mecmuasi ve Halkgilik Diigiincesi” ad1
altinda Tiirk Ocag1 Yayinlar tarafindan 2023 yilinda basilmistir. Her iki kitapta da
giris kisminda “Halka Dogru” dergisi ve halk¢ilik diisiincesi ile ilgili bilgiler
verildikten sonra “Halka Dogru” dergisinin tiim sayilarinin yeni Tiirk harfleri ile
diizenlenmis haline yer verilmistir. Iki kitapta yer alan dergiler karsilastirmali olarak
okunmus ve aralarinda igerik agisindan bir farklilik olmadigy, bigimsel (sayfa yapisi,
sayfa numarasi, vb) farkliliklar oldugu goriilmiistiir. “Halka Dogru Mecmuast ve
Halkgilik Diisiincesi” kitabinda “Halka Dogru” dergisinin kendi sayfa numaralarina
da yer verilmistir. Aragtirma her iki kitap birlikte incelenerek ve karsilastirilarak
gerceklestirilmis olsa da referans, kaynak ve dergi sayilarini gostermek agisindan
“Halka Dogru” kitab1 temel alinmistir. Arastirma bulgularinda dergiye yapilan tiim
atiflar Dr. Mustafa Sever editorliigiinde hazirlanan “Halka Dogru” kitabindandir.

Tablol.
Halka Dogru Dergisinde Yer Alan Yazilarin Konu ve Tiir Tasnifi

Konu/Tiir Say1
Edebiyat 125
Tarih 15
Din 8
Saglik

Egitim 14
Bilim 3
Iktisat 29
Makale/Diisiince 20
Haber/Havadis 29
Yaym Tanitimi 26
Cesitli Yazilar 34
Resim-Gorsel 14

Toplam 323
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Tablo 1’de goriildiigii iizere “Halka Dogru” dergisinde 309 yaziya (ve 14 gorsel)
yer verilmistir. Bu yazilarin g¢ogunlugunu siir, hikaye tiirli edebi iiriinler
olusturmaktadir. Dogrudan egitim baslig1 altinda 14 yaziya yer verilmistir. "Halka
Dogru" dergisinin tiim sayilari okunup degerlendirildikten sonra, igerigi ve/veya
amaci dogrudan veya dolayli olarak egitim olan makaleler arastirma i¢in ayrilmis ve
analiz edilmistir.

Etik Kurul Karari

Bu arastirma bireyler iizerinde gergeklestirilmediginden etik kurul karart
gerektirmemektedir.

Verilerin Analizi

“Halka Dogru” dergisinde halkin egitimine yonelik yazilarin analizini yapmak
amaciyla 52 sayida yer alan 309 yazinin tamami arastirmact tarafindan okunmus ve
oncelikle yazilar kendi iglerinde tiirleri agisindan tasnif edilmistir. Dogrudan egitim
icerikli 14 yaz1 yer almaktadir ancak dogrudan egitim baglig1 altinda olmasa da tarim,
iktisat, orgilitlenme vb. konularda halkin egitimine iliskin yazilarin yer aldig1 toplam
40 makale arastirmaya dahil edilmistir. Halk egitiminin hem derginin yayimlandigi
donemde hem de giiniimiizdeki konulart géz oOniinde bulundurularak yazilarin
igeriklerinden kodlamalar yapilmig ve temalar olusturulmustur. Yazi igeriklerine gore
tespit edilen temalar sunlardir: (1) toplumsal kalkinma igin bilinglenme ve
orgiitlenme, (2) okuma-yazma 6grenme ve okuryazarligi 6nemi (3) mektep ihtiyaci,
okul agma, (4) meslek egitimi, (5) evlat terbiyesi, (6) kadimnlarin egitimi (7) halk
saglig1 egitimidir. Olusturulan bu temalarin halk egitimine uygunluguna dair uzman
goriisli alindiktan sonra, 52 sayilik dergide yer alan tiim yazilar tekrar okunarak bu
temalarla iligkili olan yazi ve boliimler temalarin altinda gruplandirilmis, birden fazla
tema ile ilgili olan yazilarin ilgili boliimleri uygun olan temalar altinda toplanmustir.

Bulgular
Toplumsal Kalkinma i¢in Bilinglenme ve Orgiitlenme

“Halka Dogru” dergisi (HDD) nin temel amaci Anadolu koyliisiinde birlik
beraberlik duygusunu, Tiirkliik ve ulus bilincini uyandirmak, geleneksel olana kars1
modern olan1 anlatmak ve benimsetmek, halki orgiitlemek ve bir araya getirmektir
(Sever, 2022, s. 24). Toplumsal kalkinma i¢in kirsalin bilinglendirilmesi ve doniigiimii
sarttir. Bu nedenle dergide yer alan c¢ok sayida yazinin yanisira Oykiilerde ve
masallarda, haberlerde sik¢a dernek, cemiyet, sendika, ocak, ortaklik, dayanigma
sand181 gibi cesitli yapilar altinda bir araya gelmekten ve birlikte hareket etmenin ve
orgiitlii bir toplum olmanin faydalarindan s6z edilmektedir. HDD ¢evresinde toplanan
aydinlara gore, i¢inden gecilmekte olan siirecte gayr-i Miislimler ¢agin gereklerine
uygun teskilatlandiklar i¢in hem ekonomik hem de sosyal bakimdan gii¢lii ve canlt
kalmiglardir. Oysa Tiirkler geleneklerinde var olmasmna ragmen teskilatlanma
tecriibesinden faydalanmamakta, yasanan olay ve durumlar karsisindan edilgen
kalmakta ve tembel tavirlar sergilemektedirler. Bu nedenle de halki teskilatlanmaya,
bir araya gelmeye, birlik olmaya ve sonugta bir ulus olarak hareket etmeye tesvik
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etmek icin hikayeler, siirler, haberler, ilmi ve tarihi bilgiler veren yazilar
yayimlamislardir. Boylelikle, halkin organize olmasini, bir araya gelip ortak degerler
etrafinda birlikte hareket etmesini amaglamiglardir zira ancak bu yolla halk
ezilmekten kurtulacak, emeginin karsiligin1 alabilecektir:

“Bugtin bizi ezen miitegalibelerden, bizi siiliik gibi emerek karmmlarini sigiren
corbacilardan nasil 6¢ alabiliriz? Onlara hi¢ muhta¢ olmayacak bir hale
gelmekle.

Calisanlarimiz, az ¢ok Allah ne verirse kazaniyoruz. Bugdayimizdan,
arpamizdan, ¢avdarimizdan, hepimiz kudretimiz nispetinde bir sey aywririz.
Bunu ortaklama satariz, parasint ortaklama bir sandiga koruz. Gériiriiz ki bu
para az zamanda ailece artar.

Hem bu kadarla kalmayiz, meci yapariz. Kéyiin kimseye aid olmayan bog
tarlalarimi ortaklama ekeriz. Ormanindan kesecegimiz odunlari kasabada
ortaklama satariz. Bataklik varsa kurutur, ortaklama tarla halini koruz. Biz
boyle ¢alisacak olursak, vergilerimizi vermek icin oOkiizlerimizi satmaktan,
corbacidan yiizde yiiz faizle para almaktan pek az zamanda kurtuluruz. Artik
miitegalibe parasina giivenerek bize ¢igneyemez o vakit hepimiz bir Kéroglu
oluruz” -HD. Say1: 5. Koroglu /Marashoglu- (Sever,2022, s. 77).

Yazarlara gore Tiirklerin en biiyiik eksigi san’at ve ticaretin, bunlarla ugrasan
esnafin Tiirklerde olmamasidir; bu sinifi yetistirmek i¢in ¢aligsmali, Tiirkler de san’at
ile, ticaret ile ugragmali ve bu yolda ¢aliganlart milletce korumalidir; ancak bu bir
kisinin, bes kisinin yapacagi bir sey degildir. Zordur, para ister, gorgiiye, yardima
muhtactir. Onun igin, yazilarinda bu biiyiik isi de hep birlik olarak Anadolu'da her giin
oldugu gibi imece ile yapip basa ¢gikmak gerektigini vurgulamislardir. Bu isin kimlerle
nasil yapilacagim Muhiddin dizi olarak yayimlanan “iktisad-1 Hasbihal” baglikli
yazilarinda detayli olarak agiklamakta, yol gdstermektedir:

“Iste imece girketi denilen sey; mesela herhangi bir mal bir iste ticaret yapmak
icin bir kasaba, bir koy, bir mahalle halkinin, ayni san’ati géren esnafin, bir
yerdeki cift¢ilerin mallarim, paralarimi, topraklarint bir araya getirerek el
birligi ile calismak iizere yaptiklar: sirketlere derler.

Su kadar ki bu sirketler yalniz ticaret ile ugrasmaz pek daha hayirly ve faydal
islerde yapar. Bu sebeple bu sirketlerin iki tiirliisii vardir:

Sabun, kumas, ¢ulha, bez, fanila, corap... gibi seyleri yapip ¢ikaracak fabrikalar
agcmak;

Ciftciye, rengbere her istedigi zaman kolayca ve ucuza odiing para vererek onu
dolandwricilarin elinden kurtaracak ve koruyacak ¢ifici sandiklar: yapmak;

Ciftlik aletleri almak, mahsulati hep bir araya koyup toptan satarak cificiye
simsarlarin aldatmasina birakmamak;
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Yiyecegimizi, icecegimizi, giyecegimizi satmak igin bakkal, ekmekgi, kunduract,
eczact... Diikkanlart agmak i¢in gayret eden ve ayri ayri her biri bir ad tasiyan
imece sirketleri vardir.

Bu sirketlerden hepsinin bir¢ok faydalari vardir. San’atimizi ticaretimizi
canlandirmak, zira’atimizi ilerletmek icin hi¢c durmayyp bunlari yapmamiz
lazimdr.

...Hepimiz yarimsar lira vererek “bir istihlak imece sirketi” kurariz. Igimizden
okur yazar, isi bilir olanlart ayiririz. Bunlar bir bakkal diikkant acarlar, igine
defter tutmaswni, hesap yazmasint bilir aylikli birini koyarlar; onu daima goz
altinda bulundururlar, herkes tekmil mahalle koy halki o diikkandan alisveris
eder. -HD. Say1: 9. Iktisadi Hasbihal-3/Imece Sirketleri, Muhiddin- (Sever,2022,
s. 118-119).

Bu alintilarda goriildiigii gibi, halk ortak yasama, ticari ortakliklar ve sirketler
kurmalarinin, birlikte hareket etmelerinin, birlikte tiretmelerinin kendilerine ve
cevrelerine saglayacagl faydalar konusunda bilgilendirilmekte, dergi yoluyla halka
egitim verilmektedir. Yazar halka nasil birlikte hareket edebilecekleri; imece
sirketlerini, sanat ve ticareti nasil orgiitleyecekleri, bunlar1 yaparken atmalar1 gereken
adimlarin neler oldugu, kimlerle c¢aligabilecekleri konusunda yol gdstermektedir.
Muhiddin’e gore iireten ya da calisan kesimlerin temel problemleri yoksulluk,
birikmis paralarinin olmamasi, teknolojiyi tanimamalar1 dolayistyla ondan yeterince
faydalanilmamalar1 ve teskilatsiz olmalaridir ve tarimda iiretim kooperatifleri,
sehirlerde mesleklere gore ocaklar kurulsa, koylii tirettigi iirtinleri degerinde satacak,
ihtiyact olan tarim aletini, hayvani, tohumu, giibreyi bagli oldugu kooperatifin
yardimiyla sikint1 yasamadan ve daha uygun fiyata alacaktir.

Benzer sekilde esnafin da mesleki ocagin giiciiyle makinesini, aletini,
malzemesini alirken, {irliniinii, hizmetini satarken zorluk ¢ekmeyecegi belirtilmistir.
Bu diisiincelerle HDD’de yer alan bazi yazilarda eski Tiirk geleneklerinde yer alan
“Ocak” seklinde teskilatlanma, koylii ve esnafla iligkilerin gelistirilmesi,
kooperatiflerin kurulmasi yoniinde 6zel bir gayret goriilmektedir. Nitekim asagidaki
alintilarda da goriilecegi iizere birlik olmanin, teskilatlanmanin faydalar1 ve gerekliligi
iizerinde durulan yazilara yer verilmistir. Ocak ve ocake¢iligin ozelliklerinin ele
alindig1 “Diigiince Yarig1” baslikli yazida gelenege, geleneksel degerlere, birlige ve
yardimlagmaya isaret edilmektedir:

“Ocakgilara gore ise bir hirfetle (sanat-meslek) mesgul olan esnafin aralarina
rekabet sokmalart ve bunu gittikce aleviendirmeleri yahut bazi arkadaslarinin,
yoldaslarimin ugramis olduklart haksizliklara goz yummalar: zarardwr. Bu
rekabet ve birbirinin hakkini koruyamayis onlarin bugiin bir kismini, yarin diger
kismint, nihayet sira ile hepsini zararlandirir. Meshur meseldir bir giin bana ise
yarn sana derler. Bugiin geng ve ding olan ve bu sayede arkadagslarindan daha
¢ok para kazanan esnaf, yarm o halde kalmayacaktir. O zaman kendisine de diin
baskalarina yaptigi muamele yapilacaktir. Insanlar tek basina daima zayiftir
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derler. Birlesip kuvvetlerini ekledikce iktidarlar: cogalr. Ozellikle bizim gibi her
iste kendinizden daha ileride olanlarin giic basa ¢ikilir rekabeti karsisinda
bulunanlar, ocak¢ilar gibi diisiinmekten baska yolda hayw aramamaliyiz” -HD.
Sayi:33- (Sever,2022, s. 377).

Yusuf Akgura da benzer bir sekilde Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetlerinin kiigiik esnaf, ¢iftci
ve amele arasinda kurulmasi gerektigi belirtir. Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetlerinin ve
yararlarinin daha iyi anlagilabilmesi ve Anadolu’nun bir kdsesinde gergeklestirilen
basarili bir calismanin bagka yerlere de 6rnek olmasi amaciyla Akcura izmir’de
kurulan cemiyet hakkinda da bilgi verir:

“Bizim koyliiler fakirdir, hi¢cbirisi sirf kendi parasiyla yeni ziraat aletlerini satin
alamaziar. Ciinkii pulluklar, trmiklar, hele harman makineleri ile onlart
cevirecek atesli makineler hayli pahalidr. Ama damlaya damlaya gol olur,
derler. Eger bir kéyiin ahalisi bir araya gelip, para toplayip, Yeni Ziraat Aletleri
Satin Alma Cemiyeti yaparlarsa, o parayla hi¢ olmazsa birkag yeni c¢ift
avadanligr almak, sonra bunlart nobetle kullanmak kabil olabilir. Aletlerin pek
pahalilarint almaya bir kéyiin de toplanmis parast kifayet etmez, fakat birkag
kéyiin Yeni Cift Avadanligi Satin Alma Cemiyeti bir araya gelip, ittifakta is
gortirse birkag yakin koye biiyiiyecek ziraat aletleri, mesela makineli harman ve
dogen aletleri alinabilir ve bunlar da tipki damizlik aygwrlar, bogalar gibi
kéyden koye yiiriitiiliip kullanilr.

Mahsulati yahut Mamulati Dogrudan Dogruya Satmak Cemiyetlerinin bir tanesi
Lzmir'de yapilmak iizeredir. Gegenlerde gazeteler yaziyordu; Izmir'in incirleri,
simdiye kadar hep Oteden beriden, Yunan'dan, Italyan’dan gelme yabanci
heriflere kazandirmak iizere ¢alistiklarindan artik bakip usanmugslar, kendi
imkanlariyla baskalarimin zenginlesmesinin éniine almak yollarin diigiinmeye
baslamiglar ve bunun icin Incir Sendikast yapmaya karar vermisler. Iste bu Incir
Sendikasi denen gey bir cemiyettir, tiiccarlart karigtirip kaynagi baskasina
kaptirmamak i¢in yapilan bir cemiyettir. Simdiye kadar incirler, parasiz
zamanda Yunanh, Italyan, Ingiliz tiiccardan édiing para aliyor ve ona mukabil
mahsul vaktinde incir vermeyi taahhiit ediyordu. Odiing para aldigi zaman
rengber sikintida oldugundan tiiccar incirin fiyatini o stkintili zamanda gayet
ucuz tayin ettirip rengberin kazancimi bitiriyordu. Zavallilara rengper ne
yapsin? Razi olmazsa biisbiitiin a¢ kalacak. (...) Iste simdi incir mahsuliinii
dogrudan dogruya satmak icin bir cemiyet, Frenkge tabiri ile bir sendika
yapilarak bunun énii alinmak isteniyor. Aydn incirlerine béyle cemiyetler lazim
oldugu kadar baska rengperlere de lazimdwr. Yalnmiz rengperlere degil,
sanatkarlara da (...) Mamulati Dogrudan Dogruya Satmak Cemiyetleri
lazimdwr” -HD. Sayi: 25. Ogiit/Halka 3, Ak¢uraoglu- (Sever,2022, s. 285-287.).

Alintilarda goriildiigii iizere, Akcura, Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetleri konusunda halka
bilgilendirici agiklamalar yaparak ve drnekler vererek halki bu konuda egitmektedir.
Bu cemiyetlerin is¢iyi, ciftciyi, kiiglik esnafi parasizliktan, tohumsuzluktan,
sermayesizlikten bir dereceye kadar kurtaracagini, boylelikle yoksul halki yabanci
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tliccar ve sermayedarlarin boyundurugu altina girmekten koruyacagini One
siirmektedir. Akgura bunun nasil yapilacagini da adim adim anlatir: Oncelikle ¢iftgi,
esnaf veya is¢i paralarinin oldugu zamanlarda bir miktar parasini bir araya toplayip
bir sandik yapmalidir, sonra da o paray1 sermaye yaparak, ¢esitli araglarla, drnegin
bankaya hesap actirarak ya da topraga hissedar olarak, degerlendirmeli ve sermayesini
artirmalidir. Bundan sonra bu Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetine girmis adamlara sikintrya
diistiikleri zaman sandiktan 6diing para verebileceklerdir. Akgura yazisinda Ufak Borg
Cemiyetlerinin bir kdy halkinin bir araya gelerek kurabilecegi gibi, bir sanatla
ugrasanlarin da bir araya gelip yapabilecegini anlatir. Akgura, sonra birkag kdyiin
veya da birkag farkli alandan esnafin, Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetlerinin kendi aralarinda
ittifak yapip, birbiriyle yardimlasarak, sermayelerini arttirabiliceklerini, islerini
biiyiitebileceklerini anlatarak halki bir araya gelme ve orgiitlenme konusunda
egitmektedir.

Tiirklerde ocak teskilatlanmasi gibi Ahilik ve Lonca kiiltiirii de oldukga gelismis
oldugundan HDD’de loncalarin faydalarina da yer verilmistir. Esnafin ve is¢ilerin
loncalarda teskilatlanmasinin kendi yararlarina olacagi anlatilmistir:

“Yevmiyeleri arttirabilmek icin loncaya ihtiyag vardur.

Lonca olursa yevmiyelerin nigin artirildigint gazetelerle, sair vasitalarla ilan
eder. Onda daha fazla bir katiyet bulunur. Ameleyi a¢lik korkutmaz. Ciinkii bos
kaldig: giinler icin lonca onlara bir sey dagitir.

Bir lonca once ameleyi adeta muhtemel felaketlere karsi teselli eder. Rahatsiz
bulunanlart doktora génderir. Agir hastalart hasta haneye savar. Kimsesiz
kalmissa ailesine bakar. Bir yerden diiser, bir kaza olur, islemeyecek bir hale
gelirse ekmek parasi edecek bir sey verir. Tebdil-i hava lazimsa memleketine
gonderir.

Bir lonca ameleye sanat bilgisi vermek, zihnen terakki ettirmek icin mektepler
agar. Dersler, konferanslar verdirir. Igsiz kalan ameleyi is bulunan yerlere sevk
eder.

Bir lonca evlenen ameleye arkadaslarinin hediyesi makaminda bir nakid verir.
Bu suretle de amele yekdigerinin saadetine alakadar edilmis olur. Ve kiigiik
ailelerin fevkinde biiyiik bir say familyasi tesekkiil etmis bulunur ki hiikiimet
icinde pek arz olunur bir seydir.” -HD. 34. Faydali Diisiinceler/ Esnaf I¢in
Terakki Yollari-3, F.- (Sever, 2022, s. 382)

Gorildigl gibi, dergide halkin orgiitlenmesi anlaminda halk egitimi amaci
tasiyan yazilara yer verimistir. Bu yazilarda kiigiik esnaf ve ¢ift¢inin tegkilatlanmasina
iliskin giliniimiizde de heniiz ¢ozlilmemis olan sorunlar HDD yazilarinda 6nemli
konulardan biri olmustur. Orgiitlii bir toplum yaratabilmek i¢in érgiitlenme bilincinin
gelistirilmesi gerekmektedir. Derginin ilk sayisinda yer alan ¢ikis mektubunda da dile
getirildigi tizere HDD’nin hedef kitlesi olan yoksul Anadolu koylistidiir. Halkin
teskilatlanmadan bu konuda oldukga basarili olan gayr-i Miislimlerle rekabet etmeleri
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miimkiin olmayacaktir. Halkin kendi iirettikleri iizerinden kazang saglamasinin, kendi
sagligini ve gelecegini giivenceye almasinin, iiretim yapmaya devam edebilmesinin,
basi1 derde girdiginde sorunlarina ¢6ziim bulabilmesinin ve hepsinden 6énemlisi ayakta
kalip topraklarina sahip ¢ikabilmesinin, kendi ulus bilincine sahip olmasinin
yollarindan belki de en dénemlisi kendisi gibi olanlarla birlik olup birlikte miicadele
etmesidir. Bu nedenle halkin teskilatlanmasi hem kendi hem de ulus yararina
olacaktir.

Okuma-yazma Ogrenme ve Okuryazarhgn Onemi

Okuma-yazma 6grenimi halk egitiminin baslica konularindan biridir. “Halka
Dogru” dergisinde okuma-yazma 6grenmenin 6nemine iliskin yazilara yer verilmistir.
HDD de okuma yazma 6grenmenin 6nemi ve okuryazar olmanin kisiye, bir halka ve
bir ulusa yararlar iizerine yazilar yayimlanmis, bu yazilarda halkin ¢ocuklaria
mutlaka okuma yazma dgretmesi, kendilerinin de dgrenmesi salik verilmistir. Oyle ki
“bir Osmanli'nin besikten mezara kadar yapmasi lazim gelenler listesinin” bagina
okuma-yazma 6grenmek konulmus ve ¢ocuklukta okuyup yazmay1 ve aklimiza uygun
gelen bir sanat1 6grenmege savagsmanin gerekliligi ifade edilmistir. -HD. Say1: 7. Baba
Ogiidii -5- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022, s. 94).

Ote yandan dinin okuma-yazma 6grenmeye verdigi dnemden de sz edilerek
halk okuryazar olmaya tesvik edilmistir:

“Mesela dinimiz bize diyor ki: ‘ilim 6grenmek, okuyup yazma 6grenmek, kadin
erkek her miisliimana farzdwr. Diisiiniiniiz, biraz basinizi Oniiniize egerek
diigiintiniiz: Senelerden beri ma’arif igin ne yaptik? Hani her koyde, her
kasabada miikemmel mekteplerimiz?.. Ahalimizin ka¢i dinine, milletine aid
kitaplar1 okumak biliyor? Hele okutmayt bilen var mi?” (HD. Sayi: 6. Iktisad:
Hasbihal: 1 En Biiyiik Eksigimiz, Muhiddin, s. 89).

“Miisliimanlar igin okuyup yazma égrenmek diinya yiiziinde olan biten seylere
akil erdirmek diismamimiz olan frenkler ne gibi isler aletler edevatlar
yapiyorlarsa hemen onlart alp ogrenmek farzi aymdwr” -HD. Sayi: 18.
Kizlarimizi Okutalim- (Sever, 2022, s. 214).

Goriildiigi gibi halki okuma-yazma 6grenmeye tesvik etmek icin, dini 6gelerden
de yararlanilmis, mislimanhigm ilim O6grenmeyi, okuma yazma Ogrenmeyi
Miisliimanlara farz kildig: ifade edilmistir. Boylelikle halk okuma yazma 6grenmeye
tesvik edilmeye calisilmistir. Ayni zamanda diinyayr anlamanin okuma yazma
ogrenerek miimkiin olacagi, bu yolla yabancilarin iirettigi alet ve edavatlarin da
yapilabilecegi anlatilmistir.

Cocuklar1 okutmanin ve onlarin okuma-yazma 6grenmesini saglamanin ailenin
gdrevi oldugu bir¢ok yazida dile getirilmistir. Oyle ki insan olmanin kriterlerinden
biri olarak da gocuklarni okutmak gosterilmistir. Ornegin “Bence evladini
okutmayan, ¢alismayan, vatanini, milletini diislinmeyen, insan degildir.” (HD. Say1:
22. Bir Altinin Taksimi, Ali Suad, s. 259) ifadesi bunun g¢arpici bir 6rnegidir.
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Okuryazarligin ve okuma yazma 6grenmenin dnemine sadece egitici yazilarda
degil, hikaye ve siirlerde de yer verilmistir. Ornegin HDD 11. Sayida “iki Koy
Hikayesi” adli hikayede mektebi olan kdyiin kalkinip gelisirken, mektebi olmayan
kdyiin virane haline gelisi ve yok olusu anlatilmaktadir (Sever, 2022, s. 140). Bu yolla
halka okuryazarligin 6nemi kendi yasamlar: {izerinden anlatilmaya ve halk okuma
yazma dgrenmeye tesvik edilmeye ¢aligiimistir.

“Mektep ihtiyac1”/ okul agma

“Halka Dogru” dergisinde koyliiniin bir araya gelip okul yaptirmasinin énemine
cesitli kez deginilmis, halk kendi ¢ocuklarmin okulunu yapmaya tesvik edilmistir.
Bunun i¢in yeri geldiginde dini inanglara da gonderme yapilmistir. Bu konuda dergide
yer alan asagidaki ifadeler 6nemlidir:

“Bir miisliiman ¢alisip para kazanip zengin olduktan sonra (...) kasabasinda
mektep yaptirmayan adamlarin parasi mali mal-i habistir; yani o mali artik
seytan zapt etmig demektir ki sahibini cennete degil cehenneme gotiiriir.” -HD.
Sayi: 19. Koyliilere Vaazlar: 3 Calismak Miisliimanlara Farzdwr!- (Sever,2022,
s. 224)

Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik “Baba Ogiidii” bashikl1 yazilarinda sik sik farkli ve modern
okul tiirlerine duyulan ihtiyaci ve bunlardan halkin saglayacagi faydayr dile
getirmistir. Bu yazilarda geleneksel olan yerine modern okullarin agilmasinin, ¢agdas
mesleklerin halk arasinda yayginlagmasinin gerekliligi ifade edilmistir:

“Her millette oldugu gibi bizde de bir miktar biiyiik bilgicler, mimarlar,
ressamlar, bulunsun, yetigsin, fakat ¢ogumuza adamakilli okuyup yazmagi,
hesabt belletir, ¢ifici evlatlarina ziraat, sanatkar yavrularina sanayi ogretir
(Iptidaiye) mektepleri lazim.” (HD.Sayi: 3. Baba Ogiidii, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik,
s.51,)

“Yurdumuzun her tarafini medeniyet istihkami olan mekteplerle, tezgahlarla
donatmalynz.” -HD. Sayi: 6. Baba Ogiidii 4, Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022,
s. 85).

Anadolu’da koylerde okul agilmasinin 6nemine deginirken Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik,
Nazim, Ali Suat, Yusuf Akgura gibi yazarlar iilkenin i¢inde bulundugu durumu da goz
oniine ¢ikarmuslardir. Ornegin Istanbul’a ok yakin kdylerde bile okul bulunmadigia
dikkat ¢ekilmis ve okulun bulundugu ¢evreye ve o ¢cevrede yasayan halka saglayacagi
faydalar vurgulanmigstir. Asagida yer verilen ifadeler iilkedeki okullarin durumunu
anlatmasi agisindan 6nemlidir:

“Istanbul'un burnunun dibinde sayilan 200 hanelik bir Tiirk kdyii ‘aswrlardan
beri mektepsiz kalsin! Bu hakikat inanilacak sey midir? Goniil isterdi ki orada
biri kizlara, digeri erkeklere mahsus olmak tizere yiizer 150'er ¢ocukluk iki
mektep olsun hatta 60'lik babaliklar da o mektepten yetisme bulunsun!..
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Mektep olsaydi ¢ocuklar ona gore terbiye goriir, vatan, millet duygusu alirlardi,
lisamimiz olsa idi, okurlard:, anlarlardi, okudukca merak eder merak ettikce
okurlardi.” HD.Say1: 8. Acikli Bir Sohbet, Nazim- (Sever,2022, s. 105-106)

Bu ifadelerde goriildiigii gibi devlet Istanbul’a gok yakin kdylere bile okul
yaptiramamaktadir. Bu nedenle de halktan yasadiklar1 yerlerde okul yapilmasim
devletten beklememeleri, ¢ocuklarini okutmak i¢in okul bulmalari, gerektigi hallerde
kendi imkanlari ile okul yaptirmalar istenmistir. Farkli yazilarda halkin 6z giicline
vurgu yapilmis, dayanigma ile neleri kendi baslarina ve devletten yardim almaksizin
yapabilecekleri anlatilmistir:

“Biz simdi c¢ocuklarimiz kiiciik iken okuyacaklar: seylerde hiikiimete yiik
olmamak yahut hiikiimetin yapacagint bekleyip durmamak veyahut onun
yaptigindan daha iyi ve daha ¢ok bir is gormek igin hi¢ diisiinmeyip eviatlarimiz
hemen iyi ve anlayisli hocalarla, nizamli kiigiik mektepler bularak, agarak
okutmaga gece giindiiz ¢alismalyiz”. (HD. 22. Bir Altimin Taksimi, Ali Suad, s.
258).

“Koéyliilerin, esnaflarin kendi kendilerine yapabildikleri seylerin en ¢cabuk hatira
gelenleri sunlardir: Ufak Bor¢ Cemiyetleri, Cift Avadanliklar: Ziraat Aletleri
Satin Alma Cemiyetleri, Mahsulati yahut Mamulati Dogrudan Dogruya Satmak
Cemiyetleri, Cocuk Mektepleri, Ren¢ber Mektepleri, Cirak Mektepleri...
Simdilik bu kadar da yetisir” -HD. Sayi: 25 Ogiit/Halka 3 Ak¢uraoglu-
(Sever,2022, 5. 285).

Benzer sekilde okul yapiminda koéylilerin zorlanmamasi, kendi okullarini
yapma konusunda nasil davranmalar1 gerektigi konusunda yol gosterici yazilar da
yayimlanmistir. Halkin okullar1 asama asama nasil tamamlayabilecegi, bunun igin
kendi imkanlarini nasil kullanabilecegine dair bilgi verilmistir:

“Koylerde, kasabalarin mahallelerinde, ¢ocuklar icin evkafin yahut hiikiimetin
mektebi yoksa kéyliiler, mahalleliler mektep acabilirler; bunlarin masrafi pek az
bir seydir. Hem o masraf tipki iyi tarlaya atilan tohuma benzer, ii¢ dort y1l sonra
sekiz on misli mahsiil verir. Koyliiler elbirligi ile bir ev yapivererek igine sanatini
bilen bir hoca oturttular mi, koy mektebi oldu bitti demektir. Mahsiiller iyi olup
kéyliiniin eline avucuna birkag para girdikce o mektebin eksigi gedigi yamanir,
doldurulur. Mesela ¢ocuklarin oturmasi igin swralar yaptirilir, hocaya bir sedirle
masa tedarik olunur, sonra yazi yazmakta kolaylik icin tebesir ve yazi tahtasi
alwir, kitaplar alimir, daha da para bulunabilirse harita filan da getirtilir”. -
HD. Sayi: 27 Ogiit/Halka 4- Ak¢uraoglu- (Sever,2022, s. 307).

Ulkenin iginde bulundugu kosullarm ve egitimin durumunun farkinda olan
aydinlar, HDD’de yazdiklar1 yazilarda kirsalda ve kdylerde okul bulunmasina, eger
okul yoksa halkin kendi imkanlar1 ile bir okul yaptirmas: gerektigi fikrini halka
astlamaya Onem verilmistir. Zira okul bulundugu koéylii ve o kdyiin ahalisini
doniistiirecek, koyliiyii her anlamda aydinlatacak ve gelistirecektir. Bu da kalkinmaya
katki saglayacaktir ¢linkii okuma yazma bilen kdylii daha iyi tarim yapacaktir, modern
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tarim makinelerini kullanabilecektir, daha ¢ok verim alacaktir, hesap ve planlama
yapmasini 6grenecektir. Ancak giliniimiizde koy okullarmin kapatildigini diistinecek
olursak, ozellikle kirsalda okulun ve Ogretmenin bulunmasimin halki egitme ve
aydinlatma amaci agisindan I1. Mesrutiyette hedeflenen, istenen noktadan daha geriye
diistiigiinii soylemek miimkiindiir.

Meslek Egitimi

HDD’de halkin okuma yazma bilmesi kadar meslek 6grenmesine, mesleki
okullara gocuklarini géndermesine ve bu yolla kendi islerini daha iyi yapabilmelerine
olanak yaratmalarina yonelik ¢ok sayida yaziya yer verilmistir. Ornegin HDD 20.
Sayida “Akilli Baba” dykiisiinde Ali Suad, koyden sehire ihtiyaglarini kargilamak i¢in
giden bir baba ile ogul arasinda gecen sohbet i¢inde sanat ve meslek sahibi olmak i¢in
egitimin ve okula gitmenin, okuma yazma 6grenmenin 6nemini anlatirken, HDD 22.
Sayida yer alan yazisinda ise ¢ocuklara her tiirlii sanat1 6gretmek gerektiginin, bilim
ve sanat 6grenen ¢ocugun daha ¢ok kazanacaginin altini su satirlarla ¢gizer:

“Cocuklarimizi egitmek icin sanat mektebi arayarak oralara da ¢ocuklarimiza
her tirlii sanati 6gretmeliyiz. Terzilik, kunduracilik, diilgerlik, demircilik,
baytarlik, bezzazlik, ekmekgilik, yag, peynir, tuzlama balik, et, pastirma yapmak,
ascilik, bakkallik, sekercilik, tavuk yetistirmek, sarraflik, bankerlik, gibi para
islerini hep bildirmeliyiz. Iste bunlar icin seksen kurusumuzun begini onunu sarf
edersek, bu para elden gitmis sayilmaz, artmis sayilr, ¢linkii evladimiz bu para
ile ilim ve sanat ogrenip geri gelirse daha ¢ok para kazamir.” -HD. Say1: 22. Bir
Altimin Taksimi, Ali Suad- (Sever,2022, 5. 258.

Benzer sekilde HDD 26. Sayida Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, “Baba Ogiidii-13” baslikli
yazisinda ¢ocuklarin terbiyesinde ciraklik egitimine ve gekirdekten yetistirmenin
onemine deginir. Iyi niyetin kendi bagma yeterli olmadigini, usulsiiz ve bilgisiz
calismaktan fayda gelmeyecegini, bunun i¢in de ¢ocuklarin kiigiik yaslardan itibaren
is bilen ustalarin yaninda ticaret ve sanat 6grenmeleri gerektigini belirtir (s. 297-298).

Akgura ise ¢iraklik egitiminin esnaflar araciligryla hem teorik hem de is baginda
pratik olarak uygulanmasinin yollarini anlatir:

“Cwrak mektepleri kasabalarda, sehirlerde yapilmalidirlar. Esnaf aralarinda
para toplayp, ¢iraklarina mahsus mektep agar. Bu mekteplerde okuyup yazma
ogretildikten sonra, hesap gibi, ¢izgi ¢izmek, resim yapmak gibi sanatlarina
yarayacak ilimler de kisaca sadece gosterilir. Ciraklar sabahleyin 2-3 saat
mektepte bulunduktan sonra diikkanlarina gelerek c¢alisirlar, mektepte
okuduklar:  islerini  kolaylastirir,  iclerinden  istidatlilari  mektepte
okuduklarindan faydalanarak sanatlarin ileri gotiirmeye terakki ettirmege de
muvaffak olabilirler.” -HD. Say1: 27 Ogiit/Halka 4- Ak¢uraoglu- (Sever,2022, s.
308).

Benzer sekilde “Esnaf igin Terakki Yollar1 / Cirak Mektepleri” bashikli F. (yazar
ismi verilmemis) imzal1 yazida da Avrupa’da ¢iraklik egitimine dair bilgiler vermekte
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ve mesleki egitimin okullarda yapilmasinin 6nemine deginmektedir, bu sekilde
¢ocuklar, yetiskinler ve is¢iler aksamlar1 okula devam etme sans1 bulmakta ve giindiiz
de calismaktadirlar. Bu uygulamanin Tiirkiye’de hayata gegirilmesi i¢in bu okullarin
esnaf tarafindan agilmasina, bilgisizligin anca bu yolla yenilecegine, babadan ogula
gecen cehalet zincirinin boyle kirilabilecegine dikkat cekmektedir:

“..sade c¢irakligin bu aswda sanat duygusu veremedigini goren Frenkler
dershaneler a¢mislardir. Boyle mektepler pek faydahdir. Burada umumi
bilgilerle beraber biitiin sanatlarin esaslart da 6gretilir. Buraya devam eden bir
geng kendi tabiat isti’dadiyla en ¢ok uyusan bir sanata girer. Ve daha ¢ok
muvaffak olur. Bahusus diger sanatlarda neler yapildigini bilmek emin ve siiratli
adimlar atmak igin en kuvvetli bir miiessirdir. Bu mekteplerde dersler gece
verilir. Avrupa'nin biitiin elektrik fabrikalarinda amele giindiiz makine baginda
gece sira tistiinde ¢aliswr. Giindiiz ameliyatini yani nasil yapildigini gece
nazariyatini yani nasil oldugunu 6grenir. Bu vechile sanata derin bir merbutiyet
de dogar. Is¢i oldugu zaman yaptigi seyi ibtidasindan sonuna kadar bilir. Daha
dikkatle ¢calisir. Bizde boyle bir mektep agilirsa oraya sadece ¢iraklar degil
ustalar bile devam etmelidirler. Hem bu mektebi esnaf kendileri agmalidir.
Clinkii memleketimizde sanat da bilgisizlik gibi babadan kalir. Bir ¢ocuk
babasimin sanatina girer. -HD. Sayi: 46. Esnaf I¢in Terakki Yollar: / Cirak
Mektepleri. F.- (Sever,2022, s. 510).

HDD de halkin egitiminde 6ne ¢ikan konulardan biri de kdyliilerin modern tarim
ve ¢iftcilik yontemlerini 6grenmesidir. Bu denenle Rengber mektepleri HDD’de
detayli bir sekilde anlatilmistir. Zira o donemde niifusun gogunlugunun kdylii oldugu
ve halk¢ilik anlayisimin  aynt  zamanda koyciilik oldugu gbéz Oniinde
bulunduruldugunda rengber mekteplerinin 6nemi daha da anlasilir olmaktadir.
Rengber mekteplerinin hem g¢ocuklar hem de yetiskinler i¢in yararli olacagi, bu
okullara giindiiz ¢ocuklar devam ederken aksamlari da yetiskinlerin gidebilecegi
vurgulanmaktadir. Nitekim Yusuf Akcura rengber mektepleri yoluyla yeni tarim
araglarmin nasil kullanilacaginin ve onlardan saglanacak faydalarn neler oldugu
konusunda sunlar1 yazmaktadir:

“Cocuk mektepleri olan kéylerin, kasabalarin birka¢i bir araya gelip
dislerinden tirnaklarindan artirabildikleri para ile rengber mektepleri yapmak
yoluna da girmelidirler. Ren¢ber mekteplerine masraf biraz fazlaca gider adam
akully yapilabilirse faydasi pek ¢ok olur.

Bunlar da ¢ocuklara hatta aksam dersleri ile genglere, isteyen yasllara bile yeni
¢ift avadanliklar: gésterilir, o avadanliklarm nasu kullanilacagin anlatilir ve
onlart kullanmaktan ¢ikacak faydalar soylenir, tarlalara ¢ikilip yeni
avadanliklarla is goriiliir. -HD. Sayi: 27 Ogiit/Halka 4- Ak¢uraoglu-
(Sever,2022, 5. 308).

Gorildigi iizere mesleki egitim II. Mesrutiyet donemi aydinlari tarafindan halki
ileriye tastyict ve onun kendisini gelistirecek, aldigi egitimi giinliik yasaminin
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kalitesini artiracak ve hayatina dogrudan uygulayacak sekilde planlanmasinin
hedeflenmektedir. Geleneksel tarim, sanat ve zanaat grenme ve uygulama yontemleri
yerine modern okullarin agilmasi ve buralarda kosullara gére hem ¢ocuklarin hem de
yetiskinlerin gidebilecegi anlatilmaktadir. Ancak devletin i¢inde bulundugu kosullar,
savaglar gibi nedenlerle diger egitim alanlarinda oldugu gibi mesleki egitimde de
sorumluluk daha ¢ok halkin kendisine birakilmaktadir. HDD’de mesleki egitim ile
ilgili s6ylemler goz 6nlinde bulunduruldugunda Osmanli’da Tanzimat doneminden
baslayarak mesleki egitimde birtakim yenilikler ve iyilestirmeler yapilmis olmasina
ragmen bunlarin daha ¢ok sehir merkezleri ile sinirlt kaldigi anlasilmaktadir. Zira
HDD’de yer alan yazilarda mesleki egitimin halk i¢in ne kadar dnemli oldugu
anlatilirken hem koyliiye hem de esnafa kendi okullarini kendilerinin agmasi ve kendi
imkanlari ile kendini yetistirmesi ve cehaleti yenmesi 6nerilmektedir.

Evlat Terbiyesi / Modern Cocuk Yetistirme Yontemleri

“Halka Dogru” dergisinde evlat terbiyesi en ¢ok iizerinde durulan konulardan
biridir, zira ulus insasinda gelecegin toplumunu olusturacak c¢ocuklarin iyi
yetistirilmesi ve dogru terbiye edilmesi oldukc¢a 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu baglamda
evlat terbiyesinde eski ve kohnemis adet ve uygulamalari terk etmenin gerekliligi,
analarin rolii, geleneksel usullerin ¢agin gereklerine uygun sekilde giincellenmesi ve
modern ¢ocuk yetistirme yontemlerinin benimsenmesi gereginden bahseden yazilara
yer verilmistir. Gelecek nesillerin terbiye edilmesi konusu 6zelikle Abdiilfeyyaz
Tevfik tarafindan oldukca yogun islenmistir. “Baba Ogiidii” ad1 altinda yazmus oldugu
yzilarin ¢gogunda ¢ocuklarin terbiyesine deginmektedir. Ona gore bir milletin selameti
kadin ve ¢ocuklarimin terbiyesine baglidir.

Tevfik evlat terbiyesinin ailede baslayip mekteplerde devam edecegi iizerinde
durarak terbiyenin aileler i¢in ¢ocuklarina karst bir gorev ve sorumluluk hatta borg
oldugunu, ¢iinkii toplumca yiikselmenin ana etkeninin terbiye oldugunu, Osmanli’nin
da terbiye ile yiikseldigini ancak terbiyenin ihmal edilmesi sonucu bozuldugunu ve
¢okiisiin basladigini ifade eder:

“Aman analar, babalar, kardaglar iki yiiz seneden beri Osmanli bogazina sarilip

gittikge stkan bu korkung pence, sizin uyanikliginiz, sizin himmetinizle kopacak,
eviatlarimizi miskinlige mahcubiyete stiriikleyen igreng terbiyeyi artik eziniz,
cigneyiniz... Siz bunu idrak eder, yeni serbest terbiye ile kanli canli eviatlarla
yetistirmege baslarsaniz asil o zaman vatam kurtarmis olacaksiniz... Bu iimit
ettigimiz ¢alismaktan yilmaz, ding nesli yetismis gorenler ne bahtiyar olacaklar,
zira Osmanly miilkiin, Osmanlt sancagini boyle metin ellere emanet ederek
gozlerini kapayabileceklerdir”- HD. Sayi: 28. Baba Ogiidii-14- Abdiilfeyyaz
Tevfik- (Sever,2022, 5. 320).

Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik’e gore terbiyenin namus, mertlik, fedakarlik, dogruluk gibi
ahlaki temelleri vardir ve koksiiz, temelsiz hi¢bir sey olmayacag gibi, temelsiz terbiye
de olmaz. Bu nedenle evlat terbiyesinde geleneksel degerler dikkate alinmasini, ancak
gerekli yerlerde kokleri sarsmayacak sekilde giincellenmesi — gerektigini
vurgulamaktadir. Yazara gore bir fidanin daha giir ve giiclii olabilmesi igin
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budanmaya ihtiyaci oldugu gibi, gocugun terbiyesinde de yararli ve zararli filizler yani
usul ve gelenekler tespit edilmeli ve zararli usuller terkedilmeli, yerlerine yeni olanlar
konulmalidir:

“Cocuk terbiyesi zamana gore degismelidir ancak zamana gore degistirmesi
lazim dedigimiz kisim terbiyenin yollari ve dallaridir terbiyeyi degistirmek biitiin
biitiin temelini bozmak demek degildir” -HD. Sayi: 8. Baba Ogiidii -6-
Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022, 5. 102).

Cocuklart terbiye ederken onlar iirkiitmemek, korkutmamak, ihtiyaglarindan
mahrum birakmamak gereklidir (HD. 14. Baba Ogiidii-11- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik,
s.175-176). Tevfik’e gore cocuklar terbiye edilirken sagliklariyla, uykulartyla,
diizenli aligkanliklar edinmeleriyle de ilgilenilmelidir:

“Ana baba olmak kolay degildir. Vazife onlar: viicuda getirmekle bitmez: asil o
zaman bagslar: giin gectikce ehemmiyetini arttirir. Cocuklar biiyiidiikce onlart
adam yerine koyup konusmali, sevk-i tabii ile sorduklar: seylerden sikilmayip
bilakis memnun olarak gayet dogru cevaplar vermeli, miimkiin oldukca beraber
gezdirip her seyi gormeye, diisiinmeye alistirmali, akran ve emsaliyle giiliip
oynamalarina, kosup si¢cramalarina hi¢ karigmamali”- HD. Sayi:28. Baba
Osiidii-14- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022, s. 320).

Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik, yazi dizisinde yer alan bir diger yazisinda g¢ocuk
terbiyesinde ¢ocuklarin cesaretlerini her neye mal olursa olsun kirmamak gerektigini;
onlara insan akli sayesinde diinyanin neresinde olsa ekmegini ¢ikarabilir fikri
verilmesinin 6nemli oldugunu sdylemektedir. Yazara gore ebeveynler daima
¢ocuklarla konusmalr; cesaretlerini, gorgiilerini kuvvetlendirecek sozler soylemeli,
evin isleyisine, tarzina onlar1 alistirmak i¢in onlara kii¢iik isler yaptirilmali, ailenin
daha biiyiik islerine onlar1 da dahil etmeli, emniyet sandigi, banka gibi kurumlara
giderken ¢ocuklar da aile biiyiikleriyle birlikte gotiiriilmeli ve gozlerinin agilmasina
gayret etmelidir. Yazida ¢ocuklarin biraz yaslari ilerledikten sonra hane disi islerin de
cocuklara birakilmasi gerektigi, boylece kiiciik yaslarinda hayata alistirilan ¢ocuklarin
biiylidiikleri ve aile igleri baslarina kaldig1 zaman sasirmayacaklart anlatilmaktadir.
Yazar tecrilbbe gormiis ¢ocuklarin islerini kolaylikla ve eksiksiz halledebilecegini
anlatmaktadir -HD. Say1: 34. Baba Ogiidii-15- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever, 2022, s.
380).

Kadinlarm Egitimi

“Halka Dogru” dergisinde kadinlarin egitimi daha ¢ok annelik ve iyi ev kadim
olma tizerinden tanimlanmistir. Zira 6rnegin Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik’e gore annelerin
ulusu inga edecek ¢ocuklari yetistirme, terbiye etme sorumlulugu vardir. Bu nedenle
ulusu egitmek i¢in oncelikle kadinlari egitmek gerektigine ve kiz ¢cocuklarinin da en
az erkek ¢ocuklar1 kadar okutulmasinin, terbiye edilmesinin 6nemine vurgu yapan su
ifadeleri 6nemlidir:
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“Bir milletin terbiyesine kadinlardan baslamadik¢a, 1slahata kékten, temelden,
haneden girisilmedikce faydali bir sey yapilamaz. Ananmin, babamin yanlis
diktikleri filizleri artik hocalar miimkiin degil, diizeltemez, hele hocalar da ana,
babalardan farksiz olursa; vay o milletin haline...

Ey vatandag artik anladin. Eger yurduna muhabbetin varsa, onu diismanlara
kaptirmak arzu etmezsen kizlarini da hi¢ olmazsa ogullarin kadar okutmaga,
terbiye etmege calis. Ilk selamet bayragim (Fatma)n Memisinden evvel
agacaktir -HD.Say1: 12. Baba Ogiidii-9- Abdiilfeyyaz Tevfik- (Sever,2022, s.
155-156).

Onsekizinci sayida “Kizlarimizi Okutalim” baglikli imzasiz yazi, kizlarin
okumasinin atalardan kalan fena ve yanlis diisiincelerden dolay1 akla gelmedigini
ancak bunun eski kafali bir diigiince oldugunu ifade ettikten sonra kizlarm neden
okutulmasi gerektigini anlatir. Yaziya gore, kadinin hesap kitap bilmesi, aklinin erip
kimseye muhta¢ olmamasi, bilingli ve ¢ocuklarina dogru terbiye verecek anneler
olmasi, vatana, millete hayirli evlatlar yetistirmesi, basinda bir erkek olmadiginda
kendi basinin garesine bakabilmesi, hiikiimet kapisina isi diistiigiinde kimseye muhtag
olmadan isini gorebilmesi gibi birgok nedenden dolay1 kizlarin okutulmasi
gerekmektedir. Ayni yazida kizlari cahil birakmanin giinah oldugu ve Islamiyet’in en
parlak zamanlarinda da miisliman kadinlarin hep okur yazar olduklar1 da
belirtilmektedir (Sever, 2022, s. 214-215).

Kadin egitimi HDD’de donemin kosullar1 agisindan ilerici bir bakis agisiyla ele
alimmis ve kadinlarin egitimi konusunda geleneksel bakis agisiin terk edilmesi
gerektigi anlatilmistir. Yazarlara gore ulusun gelecegi olan gocuklari yetistirecek olan
kadinlarin egitilmesi en az erkeklerin egitimi kadar 6nemlidir. Bu nedenle kadinlarin
egitim hakkina vurgu yapilmis ve bu konuda somut 6neriler sunulmustur.

Halk Saghg Egitimi

HDD’de yer alan yazilarda yer verilen 6énemli konulardan birinin de halkin
saglig1 oldugu goriilmektedir. Nitekim saglik hizmetlerinin bugiin bile koylerde
yeterince yayginlagsmamig oldugu goz Oniinde bulunduruldugunda, doénemin
Anadolu’sunda savaslar, yoksulluk, salgin hastaliklar, altyap: eksiklikleri, temiz igme
suyu bulunmayist gibi nedenlerden dolayr halkin sagligint korumasimin oldukga
zorlayict oldugunu diiginmek miimkiindiir. Bu nedenle HDD yazilarinda halk bir
yandan verem gibi bulagict hastaliklar, bulagma yollari, korunma yollar1 ve yurt
disinda veremle savas konusunda yapilanlar hakkinda bilgilendirilirken, bir yandan
da saglikli beslenmenin 6nemi gibi saglig1 koruyucu tedbirler 6nerilmektedir.

Derginin 33. Sayisinda yer alan ve A.Y. imzali “Veremle Giires” yazisi, veremin
nasil bir hastalik oldugunu ve diinyada en ¢ok insan 6liimlerine sebep olan hastalik
olmasina ragmen koleraya, vebaya kars1 karantinalar uygulanirken insanlarin vereme
o kadar ehemmiyet vermedigi ve ondan korunmak i¢in ¢areler, tedbirler aramadiklart
ifade edilmektedir. Avrupa’da veremle miicadele etmek i¢in halki bilinglendirme
caligmalar1 yapildigi, Rusya’da “verem giinii” diizenlendigi ve o giinde doktorlarin
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verem hakkinda halki bilgilendirici konusmalar yaptigi, o giine “Akgigcek” giinii
denildigini ve papatyalarin satildigini, bu paralarin da Veremle Giiresmek Cemiyeti
sandigina konuldugu anlatilmaktadir. O giin tiim gazetelerde veremle ilgili bilgilerin
aktarildigi, veremin yenilebilir bir hastalik oldugunun anlatildigi yazilara yer
verildigi, baz1 sehirlerde duvarlara, tramvaylara, otobiislere asilmig biiyiik resimler,
biiyiik yazilarla veremin ne oldugu, nasil bulastig1, ondan nasil korunulabileceginin
gosterildigi; aksam tiyatrolarda vereme dair oyunlar oynandigi ve sehirde verem
sergisi agilarak, sergide kadin erkek hekimlerin ziyaretgilere bir ok malumat verdigi,
risale ve beyanname dagittiklar1 anlatilmaktadir. Bu sekilde sehirde veremi duymayan
kalmadig1, veremle miicadelenin bdyle olmasi gerektigi vurgulaniyor. Bu yazi
okurlara, bir yandan veremle giiresin nasil olmasi gerektigini anlatirken bir yandan da
veremin temizlige ve beslenmeye dikkat edilerek, hasta kimselerden uzak durularak
bulagmasinin énlenebilecegini ifade edilmektedir (Sever, 2022, s. 370).

Derginin yine 33. sayisinda yer verilen “Verem” baslikli yazi ise tamamen verem
hastalig1 ile ilgili bilgi vermeye ayrilmistir. Veremin 6liimciil bir hastalik oldugu,
Osmanli Devleti’nde her yil yiiz bin ila yiiz yirmi bin kisinin veremden odldiigi
belirtilmektedir. Yazida vereme sebep olan mikroplardan, bulasma yollarindan,
veremli hastalarin karantinaya alinmasmin gerekliliginden, temizligin 6neminden,
verem tlirlerinden, hastaligin belirtilerinden, veremden korunma yollarindan ve
tedavisinden bahsedilmektedir. Yazi verem hakkinda siradan bir insanin
anlayabilecegi bir sadelikte ve oldukg¢a agiklayici bir bigimde yazilmistir. Bdylece
saglik hizmetlerine erigimi oldukg¢a sinirlt olan halkin kendi 6nlemlerini almalarina
yardimelr olmak ve halki ¢agin en 6nemli salgin hastaliklarindan birine kars
bilgilendirmek amaglanmistir (Sever, 2022, s. 372).

“Halka Dogru” dergisinde Uyanik imzali {i¢ farkli sayida (48.,50.,52.) “Bilinecek
Seyler” baglikli yazilarinda Halk sagligina iligkin farkli alanlarda bilgiler vermistir.
Bunlardan ilki 48. sayida yer alan “Saglik Icin... Cigerlerimiz Nasil Kabartyor?” alt
baslikli yazidir. Yazar burada insan viicudunda yer alan, solunum, dolasim, iskelet
gibi sistemleri ve gorevlerini, bu sistemlerin insanin hayatini devam ettirebilmesi i¢in
islevlerini anlattiktan sonra, akcigerlerin isleyisi ve solunum hakkinda detayli bilgi
vermektedir. Solunan havanin temizliginin insan saglig1 igin yararlarina deginmekte
ve dergideki ilk yazisini soyle tamamlamaktadir:

“Simdi biitiin bu izahatten su iki seyi anlariz: Hayatimizi hasta olmaksizin
devam ettirmek igin: Evvela yiyecek icecek seyler sonra bunlari bize yarayacak
bir sekilde sokacak bizi diriltecek hava lazimmuis. Biz bunlarin nasil yenmesi,
nasil olmaswn 6grenirsek elbette Allah'in bu en giizel makinaswni iyi bir tarzda
bozmaksizin kullanmuig, hastaliktan kurtarmws oluruz. Biz bu baslangictan sonra
iste yazilarimizda bunlari ve hastaliklar: 6grenmeye ¢alisacagiz (Sever, 2022, s.
530-531).

Derginin 50. Sayisinda “Saghgt Korumak Igin Bir Insana Ne Kadar Haza
Lazimdir” alt baglikli ikinci “Bilinecek Seyler” yazisinda ise Uyanik insanlarin temiz
havaya duyduklar1 ihtiyacin nedenlerini ve uzun siireli kirli havaya maruz kaldiklar
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zaman zehirlenme tehdidi ile karsi karsiya kalabileceklerini anlatmaktadir. Bunun igin
yasadigimiz alanlarin havasini temiz tutmaya ve yeterince havalandirmaya dikkat
etmenin dnemine deginmekte ve bu durumu su ifadelerle vurgulamaktadir:

“Havalarim degistirmeyen adamlar intihar etmis olurlar. Allah'm yaptigi bir
makineyi bozmak, kendisini kursunla oldiirmek ne kadar giinah ise pis havayla
zehirlenmekte o kadar fenadir. Herkes penceresinin iist camina hava girmesi
icin bir delik agmalidir. Giindiiz kapilari ¢erceveleri dayamalidir. Giines gelsin,
her tarafi stiptirsiin, hayat versin. Siz pis suda ytkanmaktan igrenirsiniz, kokmus
bir eti yemekten herkes ¢ekinir. Zehirlenmis hava bunlarin hepsinden muzirdir.
Clinkii sizin ince bir aletinize cigerlerinize giriyor. Bir saniyenin i¢inde en ince
damarlarmiza kadar yayiliyor, sizi zehirliyor. Sizin temiz hava ilk diisiinceniz
olsun. Her giin camlarimizi dayaywmiz. Pis kahvelere dolmayiniz. Kendi kendinizi
zehirliyorsunuz. Eger hastaysaniz bu ihtiya¢ daha artar. Sonen bir atesi nigin
tiflerler? Siz de hayatimizin alevini yeniden parlatmak i¢in temiz havayla
doldurmaya, yikamaga mecbursunuz. Aksi takdirde iizerine bir kavanoz
kapadiginiz kipkirmizi komiirlerin nasu karardigini gériiyorsaniz hayatinizda
oyle soyler. Hasta basinda c¢ok adam bulundurmayiniz. Ciinkii yukarida
gordiigiiniiz, onlarin nefesleri havayt zehirle doldurur. Dikkat ediniz hastayt
ziyaret hastaya ihanet olmasin” (Sever, 2022, s. 551)

Uyanik, HDD’nin son sayist olan 52. Sayisinda yer alan “Korunacak Seyler”
baslikli yazida ise alkoliin viicuda ve insan sagligina zararlarini ele almistir. Biraz,
sarap, raki gibi igkilerin etken maddeleri ve hammaddeleri hakkinda bilgi verip,
viicuttaki etkilerini agiklamakta ve igkinin saglik lizerinde hem disardan goriilen hem
de goriinmeyen ancak karaciger, mide gibi i¢ organlara verdigi zararlar agiklamakta
ve saghikli bir hayat icin ickiden uzak durmak gerektigini belirtmektedir. ickinin
sadece tek kisiyi degil, bir soyu zehirledigini ve inkilap i¢in ¢aligsan bir halka bunun
yakismadigini dile getirmektedir.

Tartisma, Sonuc ve Oneriler

Osmanli’da siyasi hayatin ve fikir hareketlerinin olduk¢a canli oldugu II.
Mesrutiyet doneminde 6zgiirliik¢ii toplumsal ve siyasi ortaminda etkisiyle birgok fikir
akimlar1 ortaya gikmustir. Ozellikle Balkan Savaslarinin ve biiyiik toprak kayiplarinmn
ardindan, II. Mesrutiyetle yaratilan 6zgiirlikk ortami i¢inde yurda dénen aydinlar elde
kalan son toprak pargasini korumak ve halkta milli bir biling uyandirmak i¢in gesitli
arayislar icine girmislerdir. Bu arayiglar sonucu ortaya ¢ikan giiglii fikir akimlarindan
biri de Rus Narodnizmi ve Fransiz solidarizminden etkilenerek ortaya ¢ikan halkg¢ilik
anlayigidir.

Halkeilik anlayigint savunan ve Anadolu kdoyliisiinii, halki bilinglendirmeyi,
onlarda bir ulus bilinci insa etmeyi hedefleyen aydinlar ¢esitli yayinlar, dernekler,
dergiler araciligiyla halka ulasma ve halki egitmenin yollarina bagvurmuslardir. Bu
yayinlardan biri de “Halka Dogru” dergisidir. HDD araciligiyla yazarlar yilizyillardir
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kendi kaderine terk edilmis olan Anadolu’daki Tiirk halkina onun kendi kullandig:
Tiirkge yoluyla ulasmayir ve onu uyandirmayi, ona ulus bilinci tasimay1
hedeflemislerdir. HDD’de yer alan yazilarda hayatin her alanindan konular ele
alimus, halkin geleneksel olana karsi yeni ve modern olanla tanigmast, hayatin akigini
modern olana gore insa etmesi i¢in egitilmesi amaglanmustir.

“Halka Dogru” dergisinin yayimlandig: bir y1l boyunca halkin egitimi a¢isindan
oncelik verdigi konulardan biri teskilatlanma ve toplumsal orgiitlenmedir. Yazilarda
ocak, dernek, sendika, sandik, kooperatif, sirket, lonca gibi yapilar altinda halkin
orgiitlenmesi, bir araya gelmesi ve birlikte hareket edilmesinin toplumsal ve iktisadi
faydalarina dikkat ¢ekilmistir. Bu sekilde hem Tiirk olma, Tiirklerin bir araya gelmesi
ve ulus bilinci olusturmasi saglanacak hem de yiizyillardir ekonomik zorluklarla
bogusmak ve ezilmek zorunda kalan halk emeginin karsiligin1 alacak, ezilmeyecek ve
kalkinabilecektir.

II. Mesrutiyet doneminde bir¢ok yeni okul agilmis, eski okullar 6nemli 6lgiide
1slah edilmis olsa da bunlar ¢ogunlukla sehir merkezlerinde agilan okullardan ibarettir
(Hayta ve Unal, 2003: 208). Kirsal kesimde ise geleneksel sibyan/mahalle mektepleri
bulunmaktadir ve buralarda bir camiye bagl bir odada genellikle kdyiin imam1 veya
alt kademeden bir dini ulema Kur’an okumay1, ezberlemeyi dgretmektedir. Mahalle
mektepleri genelde varlikli Miisliimanlar tarafindan kurulmakta, giderleri ise dini
vakiflardan ve 6grenci ailelerinin hocalara verdigi haftaliklardan karsilanmaktadir
(Somel, 2019). Okul agilmasi ITC tarafindan da tegvik edilmistir nitekim Tiirk
Ocagi'nin i¢ tliziiglinlin 3. maddesinde “Cemiyet maksadimni elde etmek i¢in Tiirk
Ocag1 adl kuliipler acarak dersler, konferanslar, miisamereler tertip, kitap ve risaleler
nesredecek, mektepler agmaya galigsacaktir”. ifadesine yer verilmistir, yani Tiirk
Ocaklari'nin halkin egitimine yonelik amaglari i¢inde okul agmak da yer almaktadir
(Sarinay, 2004).

Mektep agma/ okul yaptirma HDD’de yazilarinda da yer verilen konulardan
biridir. HDD yer alan yazilarda da halka kendi okullarini yaptirmalarini salik
verilmekte ve bunu nasil yapabileceklerine dair somut oneriler sunmaktadirlar. Bu
baglamda halktan 6nce imece usulili ile bir sinif olacak sekilde bir yap1 yapmalar1 ya
da mevcut binalar1 onarmalari, daha sonra eklentilerle bu okul binalarini bityiitmeleri
ve i¢ine egitim i¢in gerekli materyalleri almalar1 salik verilmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda
kurulacak ortak sandiklar, sirketler ve cemiyetlerle de okul yapilmasina katkida
bulunabilecekleri anlatilmaktadir.

Okuma- yazma ve okuryazarlik oranlart modern halk egitimi alaninin her zaman
temel konularindan biri olagelmistir. Giiniimiizde de halen devam eden okuryazarligi
ylikseltme ve niifusun tamamini okuryazar kilma girigsimleri ve ¢abalari II. Mesrutiyet
doneminde de halk egitimi faaliyetleri i¢inde onemli bir yer tutmustur. Akyiiz (2001)
bu durumu,

“23 Temmuz 1908°de Mesrutiyet’in yeniden ilamindan itibaren iilkenin her
yanminda yogun bir halk egitimi ¢alismast baslamistir. Bu ¢alismay ozellikle
siyasi partiler, dernekler, okullar yiiriitmiis, basin da halki tesvik etmistir. Bu
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halk egitimi faaliyetleri daha ¢ok gece dersleri, konferanslar, kurslar seklinde
yapilmigtir.”

seklinde ifade etmistir. Bu donemde okuma olanagi bulamamais yaslilara, yoksul
¢ocuklara, tutuklulara okuma-yazma, hatta bazi mesleki bilgiler O6gretilmeye
calistlmistir (Yildiz, 2021).

Cavdar (1985), Tirkiye’de 1923 yilinda vilayet salnamelerine dayali olarak
yapilan tahminlere gore 11-12 milyon, 1927 yili sayimina gore ise 13,6 milyon niifus
bulundugunu ve bu niifusun biyllk ¢ogunlugu kirsal alanlarda yasadigim
belirtmektedir. Cumhuriyet’in ilk yillarinda niifusun okur — yazarlik orani oldukc¢a
diistiktiir. Nitekim 1920’lerin basinda alt1 yasindan biiyiik Miisliiman niifusun %10’u
bile okur-yazar degildir. 1927 yilinda yapilan niifus sayimindan elde edilen verilere
gore ise, niifusun ancak %11°1 okur - yazar durumundadir (Cavdar, 1985; Tezel, 1986;
Ziircher, 2006).

HDD’de yer alan yazilarda da halkin egitiminde okul yaptirma gibi okuma
yazma 0grenmenin dnemine de dikkat ¢ekilmektedir. Okuma yazma bilmenin kigileri
kendilerini ifade edebilmeleri, haklarini arayabilmeleri, modern tarim ve {iiretim
yapabilmeleri, san’at, zanaat, saglik hizmetine erigsebilmeleri, kendi biitgelerini
yonetebilmeleri acisindan elzem oldugu vurgulanmistir. Bu baglamda yazilarda
okuma-yazma 6grenmeyi tesvik etmek icin dini sdylem ve 6gelere de yer verilmistir.

Benzer sekilde kadmlarin ve kiz c¢ocuklarmin egitilmesi konusunda da
geleneksel olumsuz inang ve anlayislarin terk edilmesi ve kadmlarin egitilmesi,
okuma yazma O6grenmesi gerektigi vurgulanmistir. Zira kadinlarin hem toplumsal
hayata katilimi ve kimseye bagimli olmamalar1 igin okuma yazma O6grenmeleri
onemlidir. Hem de kadinlar gelecegin kurucusu olacak, ulusu insa edecek ¢ocuklart
yetistirmektedirler. Bu nedenle de modern egitimli anneler gocuklarini daha iyi
egitebilecekler, gocuklarm yetistirebileceklerdir. Sahin ve Tokdemir (2011) de kadin
egitiminin II. Mesrutiyet doneminin, diinyada gelisen kadin hareketlerinin
paralelinde kadin egitiminin tiim kademeleriyle orgiitlenmeye bagladigini ifade
etmektedirler. Zira bu donemde girilen I. Diinya Savagi sartlar1 da kadinin toplumsal
yasam i¢inde yer almasini hizlandirict bir etki yapmus, toplumdaki erkek niifusun
savagta olmasi kadinlarin ¢alismasini zorunlu kilmig, kadmn egitiminin gelismesine
onem verilmistir (Ergiin, 1996). Benzer sekilde Alkan, Yiicekok ve Turan (1988: 88)
da galismalarinda fkinci Mesrutiyetin Tiirk kadinina sagladig1 egitim imkani1 onlarin
toplum hayatina katilmalarin1 ve ekonomik alanda kendilerini gosterme miicadelesi
vermelerini de sagladigini, kadinin, toplumsal ve ekonomik hayata katilma siireci
kadin derneklerinin kurulmasini da yol agtigin1 ortaya koymaktadir. Bu dénemde
yayinlanan “Hanimlara Mahsus Gazete, Kadinlar Diinyasi, Tiirk Kadini, Tedrisat
Mecmuasi, Muallim Mecmuasi, Yeni Fikir ve Muallimler Birligi Mecmuasi
incelenmis olup ayni zamanda Yeni Turan, Demet, Mehasin, Sirat-1 Miistakimde,
Sebilurresat, Tirk Yurdu, Yeni Felsefe, Siyanet ve Bilgi Yurdu Isig1 gibi birgok
dergilerde de kadinlar tarafindan, kadin egitiminin Onemine isaret eden yazilarin
yaynlandig1 goriilmiistiir (Karagdéz ve Sanal, 2015:679).
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Cocuk yetistirme HDD’de onemle {izerinde durulan halk egitimi konulari
arasinda yer almaktadir. Yeni bir toplum, yeni bir ulus insa etmede en 6nemli
unsurlardan biri ¢ocuklarin terbiyesi olarak goriilmiistiir. Hayatin her alaninda oldugu
gibi ¢ocuk yetistirmede de eski ve geleneksel yontemlerin terk edilip modern
yontemlerin benimsenmesi Onerilmistir. Zira modern bir ulus olmanin yolu o ulusun
¢ocuklarint iyi yetigtirmekten gegmektedir. Nitekim II. Mesrutiyet doneminin énemli
egitimcilerinden Sat1 Bey’e gore de, ¢cocukluk ¢agimin dogrudan dogruya terbiyenin
zamanidir; duygular ve aligkanliklar burada verilmektedir (Ergiin, 1996). Sat1 Bey
cocuk terbiyesini, insanin biitiin kuvvet ve kabiliyetini hem kendine hem de biitiin
insanliga faydali olacak sekilde miimkiin oldugu kadar arttirmasi olarak tanimliyordu
(Mustafa Sati, 2002: 3).

HDD’de halkin egitiminde mesleki egitim de 6ne ¢ikan bagliklardan biridir. Zira
ylizyillardir geri kalmis, unutulmus Anadolu koyliisii modern tarim, san’at, zanaat
konularinda da geleneksel yontemlere bagli oldugundan emeginin karsiligim
alamamaktadir. Bu nedenle yazilarda halki meslek egitimine yoneltici onerilere sikca
yer verilmistir. Boylece halk hem yeni meslek alanlarini tantyacak hem de halihazirda
yapmakta oldugu meslekleri daha modern yontemlerle yapmanin yollarim
Ogrenecektir. Bu okullarin hangi alanlarda olmasi gerektigi, nasil agilabilecegi,
kimlerin bu okullara gidecegi detaylariyla anlatilmistir. Bu okullarda meslek
ogrenenlerin modern bilgileri kendi yasamlarinda ve i¢inde bulunduklar1 toplumda
uygulamalarinin ve bu yolla modernlesmenin 6nemi vurgulanmistir. II. Mesrutiyet
doneminde mesleki egitim ile ilgili yapilan ¢caligmalar da (Erkek, 2018; Ergiin, 2009;
Ase1, 2020) II. Mesrutiyet’in getirdigi heyecanla bu donemde genel egitimle birlikte
mesleki egitimin de 6n plana ¢ikarilmaya ¢alisildigini ve bu mekteplerde bir yenilik
ve canlanma yasanmaya baslandigin iddia etmektedirler. HDD’de yer verilen halk
egitimi konularindan biri de halk sagligidir. Donemim bulasic1 hastaliklar1 hakkinda
bilgilendirme yazilarmin yani sira saglikli kalmak icin yapilmasi gerekenler
konusunda da yazilara yer verilmistir.
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