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Th�s book �s part of a ser�es that a�ms to deepen stud�es �n
fore�gn pol�cy analys�s. Th�s ser�es �ncludes three ma�n po�nts:

1.    Exam�n�ng Overlooked Countr�es: Most stud�es focus on the
US and European countr�es. In contrast, th�s ser�es looks at
countr�es from d�fferent reg�ons around the world and the�r
types of governments. It offers a broader analys�s of fore�gn
pol�cy.

2.    Focus�ng on Spec�al Top�cs: The ser�es explores how fore�gn
pol�cy �s related to gender, race, cl�mate change, and new
technolog�es. It stud�es how gender and race affect fore�gn
pol�cy dec�s�ons and the �mpact of new technolog�es on fore�gn
pol�cy.

3.    Us�ng D�fferent Approaches: The ser�es uses d�fferent
approaches beyond trad�t�onal theor�es, such as emot�ons, post-
colon�al theor�es, fem�n�st theor�es, and �nternat�onal pol�t�cal
economy. It analyzes fore�gn pol�cy w�th these new and
�nnovat�ve �deas.

The 100th ann�versary of the Republ�c of Turkey �s a great chance
to study Turkey’s �nternat�onal �mpact and how �t has developed.
In 1923, Turkey concentrated on establ�sh�ng a robust state and
steer�ng clear of fore�gn �ntervent�on. 
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Today, Turkey �s very d�fferent. It tr�es to �ncrease �ts �nfluence not only �n
ne�ghbor�ng reg�ons but also �n As�a, Afr�ca, the Far East, and Lat�n Amer�ca. These
changes help us understand Turkey’s �nternat�onal �dent�ty and secur�ty �ssues.
Those also show us how other countr�es see Turkey’s �nternat�onal relat�ons. Th�s
book deeply analyzes changes �n Turk�sh fore�gn pol�cy. Each chapter �s wr�tten by
expert Turk�sh women academ�cs, wh�ch �s a cons�derable ach�evement for both
the academ�c commun�ty and Turkey.  

The authors exam�ne the follow�ng quest�ons about Turkey’s relat�ons w�th
spec�f�c reg�ons and global actors: 1) What goals does Turkey have �n �ts relat�ons
w�th the reg�on or global actor? (2) What factors and major developments have
shaped the relat�onsh�p between Turkey and the reg�onal or global actor? (3)
What �s the current s�tuat�on between Turkey and the reg�on or global actor? (4)
What are some of the opportun�t�es and challenges �n Turkey’s relat�ons w�th the
reg�on or global actors? (5) How w�ll th�s relat�onsh�p evolve �n the future?

The book starts w�th an �ntroduct�on to Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy through h�story
and theory. Özkeçec�-Taner and Akgül Açıkmeşe look at how Turkey’s fore�gn
pol�cy was shaped dur�ng three �mportant per�ods: 1923-1980, the 1990s, from 2022
onward (AKP Era).

 The Ed�tors explore �nternal, reg�onal, and global factors that �nfluenced Turkey’s
fore�gn pol�cy dur�ng these t�mes. They, then d�scuss how three ma�n theor�es of
Internat�onal Relat�ons; namely, real�sm, l�beral�sm and construct�v�sm to expla�n
changes and cont�nu�t�es �n Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy over the last 100 years.

 Ed�tors argue that Turkey �s a un�que country (su� gener�s) that has not followed a
pred�ctable path �n �ts fore�gn pol�cy. Because of th�s, �t �s d�ff�cult to understand
Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy changes w�th just one theoret�cal perspect�ve. 

In Chapter 2, Evren Çel�k-W�ltse exam�nes Turkey’s relat�ons w�th the US and
NATO from a l�beral �nst�tut�onal perspect�ve. Çel�k-W�ltse d�v�des these relat�ons
�nto two ma�n top�cs: al�gnment (When Turkey has al�gned w�th the US and
NATO) and d�vergence (When and why Turkey has moved away from the rules
and norms of the US and NATO).

Çel�k-W�ltse �nvest�gates the �nst�tut�onal and structural reasons beh�nd Turkey’s
"go�ng �t alone" att�tude and analyzes �t from a l�beral �nst�tut�onal perspect�ve. In
th�s sect�on, wh�ch exam�nes the relat�ons between Turkey and the USA,
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�t �s �nvest�gated when the �nterests and relat�ons of the two countr�es become
harmon�ous and when they d�verge. A worsen�ng, more tense relat�onsh�p has
been observed. When fore�gn pol�cy teams, d�plomats, m�l�tary off�c�als, and
democrat�c processes are �nvolved �n dec�s�on-mak�ng, when supported by the
UN Secur�ty Counc�l, and when al�gned w�th NATO, the result�ng pol�c�es become
more acceptable to both part�es.

In Chapter 3, Meltem Müftüler-Baç focuses on Turkey’s relat�ons w�th the
European Un�on (EU). Us�ng L�beral�sm as the ma�n theoret�cal framework and
exam�n�ng state-level factors, Müftüler-Baç argues that the EU’s role as a norm-
sett�ng anchor has changed. Th�s change has led to two ma�n �ssues: the fa�lure to
prevent democrat�c backsl�d�ng, where the EU has not been successful �n
stopp�ng democrat�c decl�nes �n some of �ts member states or �n countr�es that
are �n the access�on process, and the emergence of alternat�ves to full
membersh�p, where new opt�ons l�ke d�fferent�ated �ntegrat�on have made full EU
membersh�p less attract�ve for cand�date countr�es.

Müftüler-Baç concludes that these factors have caused Turkey to reformulate �ts
fore�gn pol�cy towards the EU. EU membersh�p �s not the only way to be part of
the European order, but �t st�ll affects Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy cho�ces. The decl�ne
of democracy �n Europe and the future of European �ntegrat�on �nd�cates how
Turkey’s relat�onsh�p w�th the EU �s chang�ng. Th�s creates a new challenge �n
Turkey-EU relat�ons that was not seen before.

In Chapter 4, Evren Balta and Hab�be Özdal d�scuss Turkey-Russ�a relat�ons. They
argue that these relat�ons have h�stor�cally been shaped by two ma�n factors: the
strength of the Western all�ance and ant�-Western sent�ments. They show that
early strateg�c balanc�ng has sh�fted to flex�ble al�gnment due to weaker NATO
un�ty and �ncreased ant�-Amer�can�sm �n Turkey.

In Chapter 5, Mel�ha Benl� Altunışık exam�nes Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy �n the M�ddle
East and North Afr�ca (MENA) reg�on through the �nternal pol�t�cal �deas and goals
of the AKP. She h�ghl�ghts two ma�n factors: �deolog�cal factors, such as Islam�sm,
wh�ch expla�n Turkey’s h�gh level of �nvolvement �n the MENA reg�on, and mater�al
factors, such as stay�ng �n power, wh�ch help us understand the confl�ct between
�deology and pragmat�sm �n the AKP’s fore�gn pol�cy.

Altunışık uses the concept of “method�cal pragmat�sm” to show how the AKP
comb�nes d�fferent �deolog�cal frameworks, such as solv�ng problems of the
Islam�c world and nat�onal�sm, �n the�r fore�gn pol�cy.
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In chapter 6, Oya Dursun-Özkanca exam�nes Turkey's fore�gn pol�cy towards the
Western Balkans. She expla�ns how �nternat�onal, reg�onal, and domest�c
econom�c-pol�t�cal factors �nfluence Turkey's approach. By v�s�t�ng the
Neoclass�cal Real�sm theory, she analyzes the relat�onsh�ps between Turkey and
the Western Balkans. Dursun-Özkanca h�ghl�ghts that wh�le some of Turkey's
act�ons �n the reg�on test boundar�es, �ts overall fore�gn pol�cy has not s�gn�f�cantly
changed yet.

In Chapter 7, Bezen Balam�r Coşkun analyzes Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy �n the
Eastern Med�terranean, focus�ng on the Cyprus �ssue. She cons�ders Turkey as a
m�ddle power and exam�nes �ts relat�ons �n four d�fferent per�ods: the found�ng
years of the Republ�c (1923–1946), the mult�-party per�od (1946–1960), the era of
m�l�tary coups (1960–1985), and the post-Cold War per�od (after the 1990s). Th�s
analys�s helps us understand how Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy has evolved over
d�fferent per�ods. Coşkun also d�scusses how the wars �n Syr�a and L�bya, as well as
the ongo�ng compet�t�on for valuable gas reserves �n the Eastern Med�terranean,
have �nfluenced Turkey’s strateg�es �n the reg�on.

In chapter 8, Ayça Ergun analyzes Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy �n the South Caucasus
us�ng Construct�v�sm theory. She argues that Turkey’s fore�gn pol�cy cho�ces and
�n�t�at�ves are largely determ�ned by h�stor�cal context, percept�ons, and �dent�t�es
(ethn�c, rel�g�ous, l�ngu�st�c) �n a geopol�t�cal context. Ergun po�nts out that the
reg�on �s not homogeneous and focuses on Turkey’s b�lateral relat�ons w�th three
reg�onal states: Azerba�jan, Armen�a, and Georg�a. The Karabakh wars and
�ncreased econom�c relat�ons �n the energy and transportat�on sectors present
both opportun�t�es and challenges for Turkey’s relat�ons �n the reg�on. Ergun
concludes her chapter by d�scuss�ng three ma�n �ssues that w�ll determ�ne
whether Turkey can cont�nue to play an act�ve role �n shap�ng reg�onal pol�cy and
part�c�pat�ng �n reg�onal cooperat�on efforts: the peace talks between Azerba�jan
and Armen�a, the normal�zat�on process of b�lateral relat�ons between Armen�a
and Turkey, and the caut�ous cooperat�on between Russ�a and Turkey.

In chapter 9, Ayça Alemdaroğlu and Sultan Tepe analyze Turkey-Ch�na relat�ons
us�ng cr�t�cal theory and fem�n�st theory. They explore how power h�erarch�es,
sovere�gnty, and oppress�on play a role �n the relat�onsh�p between the two
countr�es. The authors argue that Turkey and Ch�na benef�t from and leg�t�m�ze
ex�st�ng h�erarch�cal cond�t�ons at both nat�onal and global levels. The�r analys�s
goes beyond just descr�b�ng econom�c, energy, and secur�ty agreements
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Alemdaroğlu and Tepe show that desp�te the d�fferent �deolog�es and state
�nterests, women and m�nor�ty groups are the b�ggest v�ct�ms of the Turkey-Ch�na
partnersh�p. They also suggest that th�s partnersh�p supports bus�ness �nterests
wh�le promot�ng author�tar�an tendenc�es, ant�-democrat�c pract�ces, and human
r�ghts abuses �n both countr�es.

In Chapter 10, Aslı Ilgıt stud�es Turkey's relat�ons w�th Afr�ca and adds new
�nformat�on to th�s top�c. Ilgıt looks at fore�gn pol�cy's �dent�ty and cultural s�des,
focus�ng on ontolog�cal secur�ty and feel�ngs. She exam�nes these two related but
less researched top�cs through Turk�sh �dent�ty and fore�gn pol�cy s�nce the 1990s.
She looks at Turkey’s human�tar�an a�d and Afr�can projects. Th�s chapter focuses
on the emot�onal s�des of Turkey’s new human�tar�an pol�cy and Afr�can pol�c�es
w�th�n the scope of ontolog�cal secur�ty.

The book "One Hundred Years of Turk�sh Fore�gn Pol�cy (1923-2023)" �s a un�que
work w�th ten chapters, each wr�tten by female academ�cs. One of the book's
ma�n features �s that each author uses d�fferent methodolog�es to explore top�cs
and themes that were prev�ously less covered or cons�dered less �mportant. Th�s
var�ety enr�ches the book's content, g�v�ng readers a mult�-d�mens�onal v�ew of
Turk�sh fore�gn pol�cy. The d�fferent perspect�ves and un�que methods of female
academ�cs not only open new hor�zons for readers but also h�ghl�ght the
�mportant role of women �n the academ�c world. Th�s book has secured an
�mportant place among stud�es on Turk�sh fore�gn pol�cy and has �nsp�red new
research �n th�s f�eld.


